THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 24 JANUARY, 2021

Last Sunday in the Gospel we heard Jesus asking the disciples
‘What are you looking for?’ and the invitation to ‘Come and see.’
This Sunday in the Gospel Jesus says,
‘The time has come and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent and believe the Good News.’
To repent is often presented as a harsh, negative and sad thing, as if it merely consisted in feeling guilty about one’s sins
and doing penance for them. To repent literally means to think again and is essentially something
positive. It means acquiring a new vision, taking a new direction, setting oneself more worthwhile
goals and living by better values. In a word it means a new life.
We also hear in the Gospel Jesus calling his first disciples to help him implement the ideals of the
kingdom.
What does the following of Christ mean in 2021? The call in the first instance to all the members of
the People of God, is to “discipleship”.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
24th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
26th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
31st Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
2 Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
If you don’t have access to the App or the
Internet
call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays.
When you come to Mass please be aware
that you need to check in and the NSW
Government asks that those who are able
to check in with a QR code do so.
If you need help on how to Check in with a
QR code please see Juliet Hutchins.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
PASTORAL CARE
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to speak with or see a
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the priest please contact Fr Kevin on
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
02 4973 1537 .

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE
The parish office will be closed from 2pm on Friday 15th
January and re-open at 9am on Wednesday 27th January.
During this time the phone will be diverted to members of
the PLT for urgent enquires and those who are unable to
book in for Mass via the Eventbrite App or Eventbrite
Website.

REFLECTION 24TH JANUARY 2021
Today in the Gospel, we hear about the start of Jesus’
public ministry as Jesus calls disciples, foundation members of the church, to be associated with him in his mission.
This gospel is sometimes referred to by Commentators
and Biblical Scholars, as the ‘gospel in a hurry’, as the
writer uses a lot of language that implies haste – ‘straight
away’; ‘immediately’; ‘that day’; ‘at once’. Such language
is used to describe the movement of Jesus around Galilee, but it is also used to describe the powerful reactions
people had to him.
One of life’s challenges, is knowing what we are called to
be and do. Some find it easy; others struggle with it.
Most of the time we don’t like change, even when it
promises better things.
Christian conversion is not a once-in-a-lifetime moment.
It can happen every day in a rich variety of ways. It involves a change in attitude as much as a change in lifestyle.
This weekend we reflect on the first and most important
responsibility of discipleship, namely, evangelisation,
which is the responsibility of all the members of the People of God, the goal of which is the proclamation of the
reign of God.
Today, we find all kinds of groups claiming Jesus as the
source of their inspiration and lifestyle. Some seem to be
very sensible, honest minded people, who live lives of
self-sacrificing service.
Others promote division, contradiction and even open
violence and there is a danger that ‘Jesus’ can become
almost anything that people want him to become.
As the Dominican priest Fr Albert Nolan says in his book,
Jesus before Christianity, ‘Jesus has been more frequently honoured and worshiped for what he did not mean,
than for what he did mean’.
On the eve of Australia Day, it is an excellent time to remind ourselves of the great land that God has given us.
Australia Day is not a feast day in the Calendar of the
Catholic Church, but rather a ‘day of prayer’ where Catholics are called to pray for our nation and its peoples. Let
us remember that right from the start, the full title of our
land was bound up with the Holy Spirit.
The great Portuguese explorers of the 16th Century set
out on a quest for ‘Terra Australis del Espiritu Santo’,
South Land of the Holy Spirit.

The recent Plenary Council survey has shown that the
church in Australia is at a crossroad. If we do not take
seriously the Scriptural directive to pass on to our fellow Australians our faith in God, our nation will become
ignorant of the fact that a God who loves and forgives
even exists. The time has come to give priority to the
proclamation of the Good News from God, over all other activities. How we deal with certain issues will determine the course of our church in the years ahead.
So, this weekend, let us continue to create a version of
the Kingdom of God under the Southern Cross of which
we can proudly sing. Australians All, let us rejoice
John France.
DIOCESAN SYNOD
You may be aware that we are in the midst of a Synod of
the Diocese. The first session was held in November 2019
and was open to all-comers. In 2020 the second session
was postponed because of COVID, but a lot of preparation
for it still went on and it will be held in the New Year.
Session Two of the Synod will be held 22 May,2021.
The theme of the Synod (2019 – 2021) is “Building the
Kingdom of God together”.
A Synod - the word means “journeying together” - is a formal assembly of representatives of the whole diocesan
community: clergy, religious and lay people
The Synod Working Party is the work of the Council for
Mission (CfM), on behalf of Bishop Bill. They have been
meeting monthly since 2018 in order to coordinate the
many processes for our diocesan synod.
Members of the Parish Leadership Team, Two Parish Representatives together with Fr Geoff & Fr Kevin will be
attending the next session of the Synod.
SEE-JUDGE-ACT: SMALL GROUP
A small group of 8 met last week for the first of four 50
minute meetings.
The See-Judge-Act method has been used over the last 70
years to provide a means of young workers to consider
their experience of life and work, from the viewpoint of
their Faith.
This review of life also helps to see what kind of Action can
be an expression of our Faith in certain situations.
The group has agreed to meet monthly for 4 months and
then evaluate their experience. The meeting will use the
coming Sunday’s Gospel as one basis for reflection/review
of life.
If any other parishioner would like to receive more information about the S.J.A. review of life method, or if you
would like to help form a second group, you are welcome
to inquire. Please phone 4973 1537
Fr Kevin

HELP AVAILABLE FOR QR CODE CHECK IN
If you need help on how to Check in with a QR code
please see Juliet Hutchins.
HELLO HUNTER IS HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!
Hello Hunter is an initiative that partners with churches
to mobilise volunteers to help people in need, regardless
of their faith background, commitment, or other social
standing or identity. It is for people in the Hunter Region
experiencing loneliness and or social isolation.
Volunteers are available to make a friendly call, deliver
essentials, assist in finding specialised help, and pray with
you on request.
Hello Hunter is available for any person experiencing
hardship due to social isolation, poverty, disease,
disability, illness, age, mental health, family, social, or
other community network breakdown.
You can call Hello Hunter on 4948 6837, send a facebook
message, email help@hellohunter.org.au or fill out the
online ‘Help Request’ form at info.hellohunter.org.au
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections
and planned giving electronically online Electronic
payments
can
be
made
at:
https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. Planned Givers
you need to put your giver number in the payment
reference.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL—25TH JANUARY
AUSTRALIA DAY— 26TH JANUARY
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS— 28TH JANUARY
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD— 2ND FEBRUARY
SAINT AGATHA— 5TH FEBRUARY
SAINTS PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS— 6TH FEBRUARY
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY— 17TH FEBRUARY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Sophie L. Bird, Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett,
Joan Gillett, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.
Marinka Prizmie –recently deceased

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

WEEKEND ROSTERS
THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK
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Safety Team
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Sunday 24 Jan 2021

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle
and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you summon us to follow you: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you teach us to walk the way of truth: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, your kingdom will last for all time: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God of all peoples,
you call each of us to follow you
and build your kingdom on earth.
Help us to see your light and hear your call
so that we may walk together, united in your love.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading
Jon 3:1-5. 10

A reading from the prophet Jonah
The Ninevites renounced their evil ways.

The word of the Lord was addressed to Jonah: ‘Up!’ he said ‘Go to Nineveh, the great city,
and preach to them as I told you to.’ Jonah set out and went to Nineveh in obedience to
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was a city great beyond compare: it took three days to
cross it. Jonah went on into the city, making a day’s journey. He preached in these words,
‘Only forty days more and Nineveh is going to be destroyed.’ And the people of Nineveh
believed in God; they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the
least.
God saw their efforts to renounce their evil behaviour. And God relented: he did not inflict
on them the disaster which he had threatened.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 24:4-9. R. v.4

(R.) Teach me your ways, O Lord.
1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)
3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)
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Second Reading
1 Cor 7:29-31

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The world as we know it is passing away.

Brothers, our time is growing short. Those who have wives should live as though they had
none, and those who mourn should live as though they had nothing to mourn for; those
who are enjoying life should live as though there were nothing to laugh about; those
whose life is buying things should live as though they had nothing of their own; and those
who have to deal with the world should not become engrossed in it. I say this because the
world as we know it is passing away.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 1:14-20
Repent, and believe the Good News.

After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent,
and believe the Good News.’
As he was walking along by the Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net in the lake – for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me and
I will make you into fishers of men.’ And at once they left their nets and followed him.
Going on a little further, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were
in their boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and, leaving their father Zebedee
in the boat with the men he employed, they went after him.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.
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Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. What significance can we attach to Jesus' choice of fishermen as his first disciples?
Q. How has the symbolism of the fisherman been carried on in the church?
Q. What would be your equivalent of being called to abandon fishing to follow Jesus?
Q. What signs exist that the kingdom really is ‘close at hand’?
Q. Why is Jesus' call to ‘Repent’ still a very difficult challenge?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Page | 5

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: As believers of the Good News, we bring our prayers before the Lord.
Reader: That our Holy Father Pope N. will continue to be a gracious shepherd for all
who follow Christ.
(pause)

All:

In your kindness:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That leaders of nations will show mercy on all who are maginalised or in
need.
(pause)

All:

In your kindness:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That all who have sinned will find relief and repentance in Christ.
(pause)

All:

In your kindness:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That our parish community will always believe the Good News and follow Christ
as fishers of men.
(pause)

All:

In your kindness:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That the sick and housebound will be shown mercy and healing, especially N.
(pause)

All:

In your kindness:
Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That those who have died will dwell forever in the Kingdom of God, especially N.
(pause)

In your kindness:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving Father, we strive to live the Good News by following Christ.
Hear our prayers and give us courage to renounce our sins and freedom to
believe your Gospel of truth. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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PRAYER OF PRAISE:
GLORIA
Leader:

With peoples everywhere,
let us glorify our God (in joyful song).
All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

THE CONCLUDING RITE
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations,
and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968,
International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the
Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.
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