
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

        THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C  SUNDAY 06 NOV 2022 

The Gospels each week present us with many people, who react to Jesus in different ways. In this Sundays 
Gospel, Jesus deals with  a question posed by the Sadducees, about the existence of an afterlife.  

The Sadducees, temple priests, did not believe in the resurrection and hoped to discredit Jesus with their 
“seven-edged question.” Jesus cut through their narrow assumptions, saying they understood neither God nor 
the scriptures. It was a stinging rebuke for men who regarded themselves as the most respected figures in the 
community 

As we go on in life, we become increasingly aware of how fleeting life is, and how precarious is our hold over 
it.  

Belief in an afterlife is one of the most important of our beliefs as Christians. Without 
it, our lives on earth are a journey to nowhere. With it our lives on earth are a journey 
to a promised land of eternal life. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 
Saturday  5th November 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  6th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  8th November 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  12th November 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  13th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  15th November 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE   
WE ENCOURAGE 

 
MASK WEARING  

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
HAND SANITISING, 
STAY HOME IF SICK 

 

We are no longer offering the option to 
book in for services we are back to walk in. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday Services 
and placing them on our Website and                        
Facebook page for you to view if you are sick 
and unable to attend services. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



HALLOWEEN, HOLINESS, SAINTS AND SOULS 
As we prepare ourselves for the witches, werewolves, 

vampires, ghosts, and skeletons that will start trick or treating 
this weekend, we have to touch base with our Irish and Celtic 
brothers and sisters and the festival of the Lord of the Dead. 
From ancient times the word ‘hallow’ actually means something 
holy or blessed. All Saints Day was for centuries called Hallow-
Mass, the Mass celebrating all the saints. Halloween is a 
shortened form of Hallows-Even, the evening before All Saints 
Mass. 
 So how did Halloween become the night witches ride and 
disembodied spirits roam the earth! It was believed that on the 
night before the celebration of the saints, the gates of the 
underworld were opened and the ghosts, demons, and witches 
were allowed to roam freely. In response to this otherworldly 
menace, the Celts followed the principle “if you can’t beat ‘em, 
join ‘em” and disguised themselves as various kinds of ghouls to 
escape harm. It is from this practice our custom of Halloween 
masquerading comes. The Celts also tried to appease evil spirits 
by offering them food and wine. This is where ‘Trick-or-Treat’ 
comes from ‘to bribe evil spirits who wandered about the earth 
tricking unsuspecting people! 
 In the ancient Celtic calendar, November 1 began the New 
Year. As we know the evening before, were times of revelry, 
dancing, singing, games (desperately looking for someone to kiss 
at midnight!) and often generally making a fool of oneself. So it 
was with the ancestors of the Irish. They picked up such partying. 
 After the Catholic faith came to Celtic lands, Church officials 
were gradually able to wean the Celts from their sacrifices, 
replacing the offerings to the gods with “soul cakes” that would 
be made on Halloween and offered to the poor in memory of the 
faithful departed. This was centuries before the Western Church 
instituted November 2 as All Souls’ Day. The original intention of 
distributing soul cakes was doubly charitable, ensuring that the 
poor would pray for the donor’s dead. Eventually, however, 
‘souling’ became more frolicsome as groups of young men and 
boys began going from house to house and asking for food, 
money, kisses from maidens and ale instead of cakes! 
 The Church transformed the nature of masquerading during 
this time from the evasion of evil spirits to the emulation of 
Christian saints. Large processions in honour of all the saints 
were held in England and Ireland on the vigil of the feast, with 
participants either carrying relics of the saints or dressing up as 
angels and saints. 
 Halloween, celebrates our “holiness”! The “Halloween” 
tradition is closely connected to the feast of All Saints. The 
countless people many of whom we have known personally – 

including our family, friends and strangers, all those anonymous 
saints – who quietly, with no fanfare or publicity, lived generous, 
holy and faithful lives, and have gone to God. As the Eucharistic 
Prayer puts it, ‘have gone before us with the sign of faith’, 
singing and dancing in heaven with the Father, Son and Spirit, 
Mary and all God’s saints and angels. 

Let the fun of Halloween in our communities celebrate OUR 
HOLINESS! 

Everyone is a saint in the making! Every saint has a past and 
ever sinner a future! 

“To be human is to change and to be a saint is to have changed 
often.” (Blessed Cardinal Newman) 

“With thanks to Grief Care at Catholic Cemeteries and 
Crematoria”  

 
OUR FIRST POST COVID SOCIAL EVENT MELBOURNE CUP 

AFTERNOON TEA. 
We would like to thank members of the parish for making the 

afternoon tea a huge success. 
At this stage we are planning a Melbourne Cup Luncheon for 

2023.  
 
PINTS WITH A PURPOSE: THE HUSTLE  

Qwayne Guevara is a much sought-after speaker and 
innovative evangeliser. Born in the Philippines and moving to 
Australia in her first year of life, Qwayne was brought up with a 
strong Catholic faith and a deep sense of gratitude towards the 
opportunities afforded to her and her family. Upon reflecting on 
her own experiences, Qwayne saw the need to provide safe 
spaces for young people to grow and flourish both socially and 
spiritually. Qwayne had a dream and made it a reality when she 
started “The Hustle” a warehouse in the Western Suburbs of 
Sydney which she transformed into a basketball court and 
community hub. 

Come and hear Qwayne share her amazing story and intriguing 
insights in bringing ‘The Hustle’ to life.  

Date: Monday 7 November Time: Dinner from 6.00pm Talk 
from 7.00pm-8.00pm  

Location: Sydney Junction Hotel, 8 Beaumont St Hamilton (The 
Hudson Room) 

For further enquiries please contact Mary-Anne de Luca on 

0409 077 373 

 
WAITING WITH PURPOSE  

Waiting with Purpose is a resource that invites all members of 
the community to gather a circle of people – family, friends, 
colleagues, ministry teams – to reflect mystagogically on the 
Advent gospels. This is an opportunity to encounter Christ where 
we are, to pay attention to what Christ reveals in the scripture 
and the living tradition of our faith, to share this, to connect it to 
our life now and to be changed by it. Mystagogical Reflection 
deepens our capacity to live from Christ. 

To access the resource, go to: www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-
mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/    

For those wanting to connect via Zoom during Advent we will 
be hosting Waiting with Purpose Advent Reflection each Monday 
at 10am. To register go to:www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-
with-purpose-advent-2022-tickets-443044436837  

 
WILLOUGHBY ANTIOCH 40 YEARS REUNION.  
Willoughby Antioch will be having a 40 years Reunion on                    

Saturday 21st January 2023 at St Thomas’ Willoughby. It would 
be greatly appreciated if you could Spread the word. For further 
information email: willoughbyantioch@gmail.com  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-with-purpose-advent-2022-tickets-443044436837
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-with-purpose-advent-2022-tickets-443044436837


BISHOP’S AWARD 2022: NOMINATE A YOUNG PERSON NOW 
“The Bishop's Award is an opportunity for our parish communi-

ties and diocese to promote and support students and young 
people and acknowledge their commitment to their faith.” 

DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-NEWCASTLE PUBLISHED OCTOBER 25, 
2022 

Do you know a young person doing incredible work within your 
community? 

They might be volunteering at your parish, a student sup-
porting their peers through school and extracurricular activities 
or they could be an active part of your church group. 

If someone comes to mind, you should nominate them for the 
2022 Bishop’s Award. 

“The Bishop's Award was first conferred in 2014. Bishop Bill 
sought to recognise the good works of students and young 
people across our diocese who were actively involved in their 
parish communities,” Diocesan Administrator Father Greg 
Barker said. 

“The award seeks to affirm their efforts and encourage them to 
continue looking for opportunities to share the Good News and 
encourage others to do the same. 

“The Bishop's Award is an opportunity for our parish communi-
ties and diocese to promote and support students and young 
people and acknowledge their commitment to their faith.” 

It comprises four categories and recognises young people of all 
different ages: 

Students in Year 7 & 8 
Students in Year 9 & 10 
Students in Year 11 & 12 
Young People 25 years of age or younger. 
Each year, the winners of each category receive an award of 

$1,000 that will assist their education or faith formation by help-
ing them to attend events like World Youth Day, a music ministry 
or youth retreats. 

Previous winners have included Mini Vinnies participants, par-
ish volunteers, mentors, school leaders and altar servers. 

Applications close on Friday 2 December. A selection panel will 
then review all the applications. 

The panel consists of: 
a member of the Clergy 
the Chair of the Federation of Parents & Friends Associations 
an Assistant Director from the Catholic Schools Office (CSO) 
Chair of the Diocesan Council of Ministry with Young People 

(DCMYP) 
Director – Pastoral Ministries. 
For more information or to find out how to apply, vis-

it www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/youth/bishops-award 
 
A DAY ON THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW  

As the liturgical calendar leads to Year A and the Gospel of 
Matthew, we are excited to have  

Dr Michele Connolly rsj Associate Professor of Biblical Studies 
Catholic Institute of Sydney, visit the Diocese. 

The day will include both presentation and discussion around 
the literary structure, organisation, history and intended audi-
ence of the Gospel of Matthew. 

Issues for Interpretation, comparison with other Synoptic Gos-
pels; the ancient historical, cultural, and religious backgrounds 
and Matthew’s prominent themes will be explored. 

Several pieces of scripture will be unpacked and interpreted on 
the day. Date: Thursday 10 November Time: 9:00AM – 3:30PM 
Where: Victor Peters Suit, 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West 
Cost: $25 (includes Morning tea and Lunch) 

Registration: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-on-the-gospel-
of-matthew-tickets-413966584197 

 MOVING ART EXHIBITION OPENS THIS WEEK 
An exhibition that explores the hopeful and creative capacity of 

the arts in providing a compassionate space for self-expression 
and healing opens this Thursday in Wallsend. 

LIZZIE WATKIN PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 01, 2022 
‘The Healing Power of Art’ showcases words, textiles, drawings, 

and photography created by people impacted by institutional 
child sexual abuse. 

The Manager of Zimmerman Service Healing and Support, Mag-
da Mycak intends to attend the event with her colleagues and 
encourages others in the community to do the same. 

“By attending the exhibition, we will be showing our support 
for the artists and others impacted by institutional child sexual 
abuse,” Ms Mycak said. 

Ms Mycak said the impacts of abuse are diverse, and the path 
to recovery can take many forms including expression through 
art. 

“As a community, we can support others’ healing by acknowl-
edging the crimes of the past and their ongoing impact. Art is 
used by many as a form of self-expression and can be particularly 
therapeutic for those who find it difficult to express themselves 
through words. By observing the works, you are showing your 
openness to reflect on their self-expression and demonstrate 
that you will never forget their experiences.” 

The public are invited to attend the exhibition’s opening, which 
will be held from 5.30pm at Wallsend Library. The artworks will 
remain on display at the library until 4 December. 

 ‘The Healing Power of Art’ exhibition is hosted by Newcastle 
Libraries in collaboration with The Lock-Up. The exhibition is sup-
ported by the Clergy Abused Network, Museum of Art and Cul-
ture/Yapang Lake Macquarie (MAC), and the University of New-
castle and funding assistance has been provided by Adamstown 
Arts, the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle, and the Catholic Diocese 
of Maitland-Newcastle. 

 To find out more visit https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/
opening-night-the-healing-power-of-art-tickets-443886936777 
 
CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE AUSTRALIA: ANNUAL THANKSGIV-
ING MASS  

The Catholic Women’s League Australia – New South Wales Inc. 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is excited to invite you to their 
Annual Thanksgiving Mass and Luncheon on Friday 18 November. 
Mass is a St Paul’s Church, Rutherford at 11.30am and lunch will 
be at the Telarah Bowling Club at 1pm. Cost for lunch is $40 per 
person. For more information contact Margo Nancarrow on 0418 
657 989 or bjmnan4@bigpond.com or cwlamn214@bigpond.com 
 
DIOCESAN REFLECTION DAY ON OUR SPIRITUAL FOUNDATIONS  

You are invited to attend the Diocesan Reflection Day on our 
Spiritual Foundations marking the anniversary of Bishop Bill’s 
death. To be held on Saturday 12 November, 9.30 am for a 10.00 
am start and finish at 3.00 pm. There are various locations to 
choose from including, Victor Peters Suite-Newcastle West, San 
Clemente High School - Mayfield, St Pauls High School - Booragul, 
Catherine McAuley College - Medowie, St Joseph’s High School – 
Aberdeen and St Clare’s High School – Taree.  

The six hubs will allow people to gather together in a close by 
location and enjoy fellowship with each other. Please bring a 
plate to share for morning tea and lunch with those attending.  

The reflection purpose will be: To gather and reconnect with 
our diocesan people, To pray, reflect and engage with one            
another, To reflect with our diocesan foundational principles, To 
renew our sense of community after months of restrictions 

Register at:: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-reflection-day
-on-our-spiritual-foundations-tickets-433215227407   

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-on-the-gospel-of-matthew-tickets-413966584197
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/a-day-on-the-gospel-of-matthew-tickets-413966584197
mailto:bjmnan4@bigpond.com
mailto:cwlamn214@bigpond.com
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-reflection-day-on-our-spiritual-foundations-tickets-433215227407
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-reflection-day-on-our-spiritual-foundations-tickets-433215227407


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using the 
Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home page, the 
Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CDF BSB: 062815 No: 
00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a direct debit              
arrangement (contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support of 
our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: 
CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver               
Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA— 9TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT LEO THE GREAT— 10TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS— 11TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT JOSAPHAT— 12TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY— 17TH NOVEMBER 
CHRIST THE KING— 20TH NOVEMBER 
PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 21ST NOV 
SAINT CECILIA— 22ND NOVEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW DUNG LAC AND COMPANIONS— 24 NOV 
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden, 
Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,                     
Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Vipan 
M Foo 

J Vipan 
R Hay 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

C Hibbard 
L McRae 

K Lendon 
D Joyce 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

P Herbert 
J Andersen 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

F Dunn 
K Dunn 

A Walker 
G Walker 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
M Melvey 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

L McArdle 
J France 

J France 
M Foo 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

G Hutchinson 
U France 

U France 
J France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

A Silllence 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

L Hutchinson 
R Hay 

K Lendon 
T Alexander 

P Herbert 
P Melvey 
K Amon 

B Hutcheson 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
B Hutcheson 
P Robertson 

J Scully 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

Sunday 06 Nov 2022 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as Australia’s First Peoples and 
the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we work and live. 
We honour and pay respect to, Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the 
spiritual culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across Australia. 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is located on the traditional lands of the Awabakal, Biripi, 
Darkinjung, Kamilaroi, Wiradjuri, Wonnarua, and Worimi people. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a 
candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are our Saviour and brother: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, your word gives us strength and courage: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you have the message of eternal life: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
God of light 
you ask us to listen to your voice 
and stand ready to meet Jesus  
when he comes again. 
Help us to keep our lamps lit 
and stay awake   
so that we are ready to answer your call. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 
A reading from the second book of Maccabees 

The king of the world will receive us into life eternal at the resurrection. 
There were seven brothers who were arrested with their mother. The king tried to force 
them to taste pig’s flesh, which the Law forbids, by torturing them with whips and scourges. 
One of them, acting as spokesman for the others, said, ‘What are you trying to find out from 
us? We are prepared to die rather than break the Law of our ancestors.’ 
With his last breath the second brother exclaimed, ‘Inhuman fiend, you may discharge us 
from this present life, but the King of the world will raise us up, since it is for his laws that 
we die, to live again for ever.’ 
After him, they amused themselves with the third, who on being asked for his tongue 
promptly thrust it out and held out his hands, with these honourable words, ‘It was heaven 
that gave me these limbs; for the sake of his laws I disdain them; from him I hope to receive 
them again.’ The king and his attendants were astounded at the young man's courage and 
his utter indifference to suffering. 



When this one was dead they subjected the fourth to the same savage torture. When he 
neared his end he cried, ‘Ours is the better choice, to meet death at men’s hands, yet 
relying on God’s promise that we shall be raised up by him; whereas for you there can be no 
resurrection, no new life.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 16:1. 5-6. 8. 15. R. v.15 
(R.) Lord, when your glory appears, 

my joy will be full. 
1. Lord, hear a cause that is just,  

pay heed to my cry. 
Turn your ear to my prayer: 
no deceit is on my lips. (R.) 

2. I keep my feet firmly in your paths;  
there was no faltering in my steps. 
I am here and I call, you will hear me, O God. 
Turn your ear to me; hear my words. (R.) 

3. Guard me as the apple of your eye.  
Hide me in the shadow of your wings. 
As for me, in my justice I shall see your face 
and be filled, when I awake, with the sight of your glory. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
2 Thes 2:16 – 3:5 
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

May the Lord strengthen you in everything good that you do or say. 
May our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father who has given us his love and, 
through his grace, such inexhaustible comfort and such sure hope, comfort you and 
strengthen you in everything good that you do or say. 
Finally, brothers, pray for us; pray that the Lord’s message may spread quickly, and be 
received with honour as it was among you; and pray that we may be preserved from the 
interference of bigoted and evil people, for faith is not given to everyone. But the Lord is 
faithful, and he will give you strength and guard you from the evil one, and we, in the Lord, 
have every confidence that you are doing and will go on doing all that we tell you. May the 
Lord turn your hearts towards the love of God and the fortitude of Christ. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Lk 20:27-38 

He is not a God of the dead but of the living. 
Some Sadducees – those who say that there is no resurrection – approached Jesus and they 
put this question to him, ‘Master, we have it from Moses in writing, that if a man’s married 
brother dies childless, the man must marry the widow to raise up children for his brother. 
Well, then, there were seven brothers. The first, having married a wife, died childless. The 
second and then the third married the widow. And the same with all seven, they died 
leaving no children. Finally the woman herself died. Now, at the resurrection, to which of 
them will she be wife since she had been married to all seven?’ 
Jesus replied, ‘The children of this world take wives and husbands, but those who are 
judged worthy of a place in the other world and in the resurrection from the dead do not 
marry because they can no longer die, for they are the same as the angels, and being 
children of the resurrection they are sons of God. And Moses himself implies that the dead 
rise again, in the passage about the bush where he calls the Lord the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now he is God, not of the dead, but of the living; for to 
him all men are in fact alive.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why does the gospel writer need to explain that Sadducees don’t believe in a 
resurrection? 
Q. What does it tell us about 1st Century Judaism that different groups held some different 
beliefs? 
Q. Why might the Law have insisted that a man marry his brother’s wife if the brother died 
childless? 
Q. What link exists between today’s reading and the Nicene Creed that is said during the 
Mass? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, with hope in the resurrection, let us bring our intentions before the 

Lord.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will support the faith of Christians all over the world.

  
(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That nations divided by religious differences may live together in 

acceptance and understanding.  
(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those making difficult choices in their lives will be guided by faith and 

the Holy Spirit.  
(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will be strengthened in the hope of 
resurrection with God of the living.  

(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick will be healed in your glory, especially those in our 

community and families.  
(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will take their place with Christ in the eternal 

kingdom, especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your goodness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, we see your glory through Christ’s resurrection. Hear our prayers and 

help us to have full belief in your promise as we strive for eternal life with you. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by 
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the 
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
rights reserved.  
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