TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 26TH SEPTEMBER 2021

There is a lot packed into the readings today, but what can we take out of them ?
The readings pose the question: Who acts on God’s behalf ? The answer is: “Whoever is not against us, is for us,”
says Jesus.
Today, let us examine our attitudes, and commitment to Gospel values and lifestyle. And ask: What kind of
impression of Christian life, or what kind of impression of the Church, do we present to
others?
Often we may have a problem in seeing goodness in those who belong to another social
class, another team, or another religion.
Whatever the reason, we cannot lose sight of our mission as Christians. It is an awesome
responsibility but one that we are privileged to have been given.
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.
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Uta France
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John France &
Juliet Hutchins
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If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin .

Due to stay –at—home orders all services are cancelled.

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
26th September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
26th September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
3rd October 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
5th October 9.30am
Mass— Morisset

DUE TO VERY LIMITED CAPACITIES
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL.
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or
click on the Book for Services button on the
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy you will
need to check in electronically.
PASTORAL CARE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK WITH A
PRIEST PLEASE CONTACT FR KEVIN ON
02 4973 1537 .
PARISH OFFICE
DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED AS ROSANNA
IS WORKING REMOTELY THE BEST CONTACT
METHOD IS VIA EMAIL OR YOU CAN CALL
THE OFFICE NUMBER AND SPEAK TO A PLT
MEMBER.

REFLECTION FOR THE TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY
TIME.
This Sunday is the Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time.
It is also World Day of Migrants and Refugees Sunday.
There is a lot packed into the readings this weekend,
but the question is what can we take out of them? The
challenge today is: How is the Gospel relevant to our daily
living.
Jesus calls the disciples attention to three common pitfalls
for consideration. Jesus is pointing out to his disciples that
sometimes there are things that stop them from being faithful
followers and these attitudes need to be removed from their
lives so they can live as God wants them to live.
Catholics believe that the scriptures, the Bible, reveal a
truth in the story, in the parable. The Gospel today is filled
with exaggerations which we call hyperboles. Hyperboles
exist to make a strong point about something. e.g., We say of
a restless night – I didn’t sleep all night! – When we probably
did fade off a little bit at least – but we get the point!
Our Christian brothers and sisters who insist on the literal
truth of the scriptures, must have a tough time trying to avoid
cutting off their hands and feet and plucking out their eyes.
There probably wouldn’t be much left if we amputated all the
offending parts of our bodies. We know within ourselves
when our actions are life-giving or life-harming. Jesus’
solution is simple: cut out the negative behaviour and get
back on track.
In our world that encourages competitive behaviour at
every turn, Jesus’ attitude is a challenging one – if good is
being done, why care who gets the credit for it? Perhaps
politicians would get more done if they weren’t concerned
about getting credit for what they do.
It appears that it is human nature to dwell much more on
what makes us different, rather than on what we have in
common. Unfortunately, efforts to build dialogue between
Christian churches seem to inevitably ‘show up’ the
differences that impede dialogue, more than the
commonalities that foster dialogue. Perhaps if we focused on
the common goal of leading people to Jesus, we could get
beyond the differences that set us against each other.
In conclusion, Jesus said to the disciples that anyone who
gave the little ones even a cup of cold water would be
rewarded. The ‘cup of cold water’ is the symbol of the small
kind deed. Few of us are given the chance to perform great
deeds, but a small act of kindness can turn winter into
summer at least briefly, for another person. Deeds don’t have
to be big to be of help and comfort to the person for whom
they are done.
Pope Francis wherever he goes, continually reminds
us that we all have the responsibility of being Christ to othersnot in grand gestures- but in everyday situations.
This Sunday, 26 September, as we celebrate World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, we are urged towards an ever wider
‘we’ in our attitude and disposition to all people.
Unfortunately, it appears to be something of a human trait
that we too often see differences that serve to exclude or
divide, rather than seeing what we share, which serves to
include and unite. John France
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

CALL TO LAMENTATION AND COMMITMENT
Join us for a candlelit prayer vigil over Zoom as we remember
all those who have died in Australian immigration detention
on the World Day of Migrants and Refugees. There will be a
lamentation and call to action. The ceremony will be recorded
and the video will be sent to every Senator and MP in the
Federal Parliament.
Time Sep 26, 2021 07:00 PM in Canberra, Melbourne, Sydney
Register at https://bit.ly/Calltolamentation
WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES PRAYER
Holy, beloved Father,
your Son Jesus taught us
that there is great rejoicing in heaven
whenever someone lost is found,
whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded is
gathered into our “we”,
which thus becomes ever wider.
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus,
and all people of good will,
the grace to do your will on earth.
Bless each act of welcome and outreach
that draws those in exile
into the “we” of community and of the Church, so that our
earth may truly become
what you yourself created it to be:
the common home of all our brothers and sisters.
Amen.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 3 May 2021
Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles
2021 ABRAHAM CONFERENCE
The Abraham Conference plays an important role in bringing
Jews, Christians and Muslims together to discuss
contemporary issues of concern for the members of the three
religions and for the wider society.
The theme of the 2021 Abraham Conference is Women
Leaders in the Abrahamic Traditions: Role Models for Our
Time. Our context is the continuing strong impact and
significance of the Me Too and Black Lives Matter movements
and the revelations of abuse in our federal parliament, all of
which brought thousands of women onto the streets in
protest.
This year, the Abraham Conference wants to highlight the
positive role of women in the Abrahamic traditions. The three
speakers will help conference attendees recover some of the
lost traditions of inspiring women leaders, to highlight the
contribution and the difference they made in their time.
Time:
2:30PM-4:00PM
Date:
10
October
2021
Register:https://events.humanitix.com/2021-abrahamconference

PARISHES IN HARMONY WITH CREATION
You are warmly invited to the Parishes in Harmony with
Creation. To be held on Wednesday 6 October from 10:00
am to 11:00 am or a repeat of previous session from 7:00 pm
to 8:00 pm.
Eventbrite Registration is open now. at
https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parishes-in-harmony-withcreation-tickets-169193336825
The one-hour online presentation and discussion will
explore how parishes can best respond to Pope Francis' 2015
Encyclical Laudato si': On Care For Our Common Home.
On 04 October 2021, the Vatican will release resources
for its Laudato si Action Platform. With the expected media
coverage, some parishioners might want their parish to
commit to the Laudato si Action Platform. Parish Priest and
Parish Leaders are aware of this initiative.
The Parishes in Harmony with Creation session will include:
• a brief overview of the main teaching in Laudato si';
• an overview of the Laudato si Action Platform;
• an overview of the Catholic Earthcare Parishes option
and other resources;
• an introduction to the Diocesan Environmental
Sustainability Manager; and small group discussion of
the hopes and challenges of developing Parishes in
Harmony with Creation
SEASONS OF CREATION CELEBRATION
This year the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, is partnering
with Seasons of Creation to help raise awareness of the
urgent need to care for the earth and for one another.
Join us to hear guest speakers (Father Anthony Coloma,
Louise Campbell, John Sandy and Mary-Anne DeLuca) break
open this year’s Season of Creation theme, “A Home for All?
Renewing the Oikos of God”.
Finalists from the film competition will be viewed and the
winner will be announced.
Time: 2:00PM Date: Saturday, 25 September 2021
More information: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season
-of-creation-tickets-167271083313
aMeN caMiNo
aMeN caMiNo Expressions of Interest are now open for
2022. Dates for 2022 are May 28 - June 1, June 18-22, July 26, July 9-13 & August 6-10.
For more information and to register your interest, go to
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholiclife/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/
or contact formed@mn.catholic.org.au
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

LISTENING TO CREATION
Every creature speaks to us of the Creator, but human
beings do not always listen. The First Nations people remind
us of the interconnectedness of people and the rest of
creation:
“The Aborigines and the environment are but one, and all
things on earth have a cycle, and they recycle. All rivers, trees,
creatures, and plants are alive just as we are, today and in the
beginning. They are part of nature as we are, and our
connection to all things natural is spiritual.”
Pat Dodson25
“The land and environment is our Mother. Treat her with love
and tenderness, nurture and
never mistreat her, or take more than what is required.”
Vicki Clark26
We forget that it is not all about us. It is estimated that
nearly three billion native animals were in the path of the
2019-2020 bushfires.27 As we watched on our televisions and
social media platforms, the cries of pain of injured and dying
animals, and of starving animals deprived of habitat, were
unavoidable and deeply disturbing. The impact on precious
livestock and beloved domestic animals hit many of us hard.
But at other times, when there isn’t extensive reporting on a
crisis, we have to listen a little harder to hear the pain of the
acceleration of extinction rates.
The suffering of our rivers and waterways, our
groundwater, reefs, and oceans, is plain to see. Successive
bleaching events in the Great Barrier Reef send a loud
message, and mass fish deaths in the Menindee Lakes,
caused by inadequate water flowing in the river, poor water
quality, and a sudden change in temperature, have shocked
the nation.28 The Great Artesian Basin cries out for our
protection. It is at risk from over extraction of water and the
potential introduction of pollutants and petro carbons from
fracking. If we do not take sufficient care of this source of
water below, the balance between waters above, on the
surface, and below, could be destroyed forever.29
Furthermore, as Fr Joshtrom Kureethadam, of the Vatican
Dicastery for the Promotion of Integral Human Development
says, “the COVID-19 crisis is part and parcel of recent
warnings from the natural world.”30 We need to start
listening more attentively to creation. We do not have to
understand all these signs of the times completely and with
certainty before responding. Our faith provides wisdom
sources that can help us to take our next steps now.
(p7, Social Justice Statement 2021-2022 Cry of the Earth, Cry
of the Poor)
Fan the Flame
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021
‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you
belong to Christ, then I tell you solemnly, he will most certainly
not lose his reward.’
Mark 9:38-43,45,47-48
The healing hands and support offered by a humble and
merciful community are at the heart of a response to trauma
and woundedness. Many need and yearn for full integration
into the life of a loving community, where one is known and
belongs. (Humble, Healing and Merciful – Discernment Paper
p. 12)
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS—STAY AT HOME ORDERS
All Places of Worship in the Lake Macquarie local government
area are currently closed due to stay-at-home orders the
NSW government are reassessing these on weekly basis .The
only exception is for a Funeral or Memorial Service, which are
limited to 10 mourners. If any of the mourners reside outside
the LGA of the funeral they can only attend if they are the
spouse, de facto partner, parent, child, or sibling of the
deceased person. We will be placing copies of the Parish
Newsletter in the holders located at the doors near the
breezeway. The Newsletter contains a Sunday Prayer Service
that everyone can use at home. If you know someone who
doesn’t have access to the internet please let them know
they can pick one up from outside the Church.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL— 27TH SEPTEMBER
SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL—29TH SEPTEMBER
SAINT JEROME— 30TH SEPTEMBER
SAINT THÉRÈSE OF THE CHILD JESUS—1ST OCTOBER
THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS— 2ND OCTOBER
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI— 4TH OCTOBER
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY— 7TH OCTOBER
SAINT TERESA OF JESUS— 15TH OCTOBER
SAINT LUKE— 18TH OCTOBER

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our
Parish during these very different times. As cash is deemed a
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that
donations and payments be made electronically.
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are:
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or
5004 PG and Giver Number.
If you would like to make contributions to support the
Diocese Clergy / 1st Collection the Bank Account Details are:
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection

Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
Recently Deceased: Michelle Clipsham

WEEKEND ROSTERS

THIS WEEK
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Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Bishop Bill Wright, Mark Patrick, Robert Jay, .

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this
bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship
with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised
or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to
endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation
about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility
for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these
advertisements.

FAITH
MATTERS: All
are welcome here
This year the Season of
Creation’s theme, A home
for all? Renewing the Oikos
of God, we see Abraham’s
tent being central.

ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 20, 2021
Abraham and Sarah opened their tent as a home for three strangers, who turned out to be messengers for God.
By creating a home for all, their act of radical hospitality became a source of great blessings. The couple had
built a huge house with entrances on all the four sides. No matter from what direction the wayfarer came, a
large sign with WELCOME on it greeted them. Abraham was always busy with his many visitors. Sarah was as
kind and generous; she would take care of the women visitors. At night, when everybody else was fast asleep,
there was still a candle burning in Sarah's tent. She was making dresses and things for the poor and needy.
The theme emphasises and questions how we can be more welcoming, to open ourselves to be there for the
most vulnerable, so we can be neighbour to all.
The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on the global community with unavoidable immediacy, it has
dramatically altered everyone’s daily life, and powerfully exposed the vulnerability that all humans share.
While restrictions have prevented us opening our houses as Abraham did, it has provided opportunities for us
to reinvent what being welcoming entails.
This year we are called to focus on hospitality towards others. How can we embrace and welcome the
differences of someone whom we may or may not have met before? How can we transform relationships into a
community? As humans we are interconnected, and it is in these shared moments that we find hope. Abraham
did what he was supposed to do and showed compassion toward three strangers. This example of care for
humanity is what it takes to go from being strangers to neighbours and friends.
By being together at one table with our stories, our questions, and more importantly, our open hearts and
minds, we can form a community that lifts, honours, and learns from our differences.
Join us this Saturday September 25 at 2pm to listen to this year’s Season of Creation theme explored by Father
Anthony Coloma (Assistant Priest, The Catholic Parishes of Branxton, Greta and Singleton) Louise Campbell
(Aboriginal Educational Officer) John Sandy (Multicultural family support worker) and Mary-Anne DeLuca
(Mission and Outreach officer). Thank you to all that entered the Season of Creation film competition, the
finalists work will be shown, and the winner announced after the presentations.
To register, go to https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season-of-creation-tickets-167271083313

The power of play

Research shows that
intense, prolonged
exposure to adversity can
have a toxic effect on
children's developing brain
architecture and disrupt
the foundations of
learning, behaviour, and
health, with long-term
consequences on children's development. This evidence is especially concerning
for our youngest, whose brains are 90 per cent developed by the time they are five
years old.
KIM MORONEY PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 22, 2021
In this article, Kim Moroney who is the Education Officer-Early Learning at the Catholic Schools Office in the
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle explains how educators, parents and carers can help to mitigate the negative
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic by incorporating play into home learning routines.
Recognising the power of play is not new. Athenian philosopher, Plato, praised its virtues as a means of
developing skills for adult life. Meanwhile, Albert Einstein, noted 'play is the highest form of research' and
denoted its worthiness of further exploration.
In more recent times, the United Nations developed policies defending children's right to play. Today, the
importance of play is attracting increasing national and international research, with formal evidence mounting
to support its crucial role in contributing to better outcomes for children, not only for their learning but, in equal
measure, their wellbeing.
Skills and processes recognised as vital components of modern learning, such as critical thinking,
collaboration, problem-solving, social interactions, emotional regulation and creativity, are all linked to playing.
While literacy and numeracy are ever-present in play, children also experience joy, fun, awe, curiosity, and
freedom to imagine and take risks. Play supports physical development and mental resilience, which is much
needed in a complex, constantly changing world. Through play, children can safely make sense of their concerns
and explore their wonderings.
The power of play to support and nurture children's healthy development, wellbeing, and learning during
times of crisis is also well documented. Research from neuroscience and child psychology fields show children
manage their stress and express their emotions through play.
While children may not watch the news directly, they are aware of current events and sense the concern.
They pick up cues, tensions, and emotions from the adults in their lives. If given the opportunity, play provides
children control over happenings they seek to understand.
Play at home is powerful in giving children the permission, time and space to play every day.
Indoor and outdoor opportunities for play are always close at hand and do not need to involve a large
selection of commercial toys. In fact, the more open ended the resources are for children to access in play, the
more creative and complex it becomes.
These resources, also commonly referred to by educators as "loose parts" include; sand, water, clay, scarves,
string, masking tape, feathers, sticks, cardboard boxes/cylinders, chalk, paint, wooden blocks, mud, dirt, rocks,
beads, shells, rope, pipes, pegs, puppets, glue, paper, pens, bark, flowers, ribbon, nets, sheets,
kitchen utensils…the list goes on!
According to research by the UNSW Gonski Institute for Education, the best form of play is free, unstructured
outdoors play- though indoor play is still significant. Being outdoors provides physical and mental health
benefits including a connection with nature and the environment and increased movement. For children, nature
and green space are exciting places full of magic, learning, adventure and fun.

There are many ways that children can interact with nature while adhering to current social distancing
requirements. It's also important to note that parents who value play gain confidence in their ability to support
their children's learning, monitor wellbeing and build closer relationships with them.
The power of play reframes restrictions into possibilities and opportunities enabling children to connect to
others and the environment.
Through play, we demonstrate trust in children by valuing their capabilities, interests, theories and
emotions. The power of play acknowledges the uniqueness of each child and their unique relationships with the
adults in their lives.
So now we know this for sure, it's up to all of us adults, particularly parents, educational professionals and
policymakers, to promote and protect children's right to play, particularly during a pandemic.
Ideas for encouraging play:
• No need to throw out your recyclable boxes and toilet rolls – keep a collection and have a
household challenge to see what can be made by taping, sticking and tying the
“rubbish” together.
• An outdoor scavenger hunt brings with it fresh air but is in fact a collection of “loose parts” that
can lead to more play and creativity. Make a list of things in your natural environment to find and then
discover what you can make from the collection of twigs, leaves and flowers.
• Make a mud kitchen in your backyard – you might think this is one for the younger children, but
children of all ages delight in mixing and creating in a garden area.
• Dress ups – don’t worry if you don’t have an abundance of dress up costumes as they can restrict
the imagination. Items such as scarves, hats, shirts, skirts, bags etc are more open ended. Can your
children adorn your shoes or an adults’ clothes for a bit of fun?
• Word games, old school board games, reading together, drawing, painting, recounting stories,
baking, gardening, singing and dancing are all playful experiences which can be enjoyed by the family.

INVITATION
26 September 2021

Zoom Candlelight Prayer 7.00 – 7.30 pm

https://bit.ly/Calltolamentation

The world is watching the next movement of refugees begin.
Will we live up to our obligations when they reach these
shores?
The 150 Days initiative began because Pope Francis
declared 2021 to be the year of Joseph, Patron of
Refugees. He and Mary were forced to flee with Jesus, their
refugee child. Pope Francis named Joseph as “the special
patron of all those forced to leave their native lands
because of war, hatred, persecution and poverty.”
Australia needs a new heart, a new way to show mercy.
We have been using our resources and talents at schools,
parishes, within our own communities and organisations to call
for three things:
1. to provide income support and a financial safety net
for all people seeking asylum in Australia
2. to end temporary protection visas and create a clear
pathway to permanent residency
3. to ensure access to family reunion for refugees and
people seeking asylum in Australia.

On September 26 – Migrant and Refugee Sunday –
we join together for all those held in Australia’s
temporary visa system and for all forced to flee
their homelands.

Who could have imagined

when
we began the journey of 150 Days of Action
for refugees that we would be grieving for the
beautiful country of Afghanistan?
As we
watched the Kabul airport fill with fear, bombs
and those desperately seeking safety, we
knew we were watching the beginning of life
on the road for thousands of people.

Let us stay with the prayers and
thoughts and political action necessary
to change hearts and minds in our
country Australia!
We think of those we have left behind after
twenty years in their country. We think of those
who need to find safety from the Taliban and
ISIS.

We welcome you, your families and communities to be a part
of a ritual on Zoom. Click the link to register:
https://bit.ly/Calltolamentation
The Ritual:
Welcome to country and a sung call to prayer
Light a candle
Listen to people’s stories
Honour the names of those who died in Australia’s camps
Prayer of lamentation and commitment
Call all our elected representatives to respond to the three
demands of government
The ceremony will be recorded and the video will be sent to every Senator
and MP in the Federal Parliament.

Any queries please contact Julie Macken or Jan Barnett
Julie.Macken@sydneycatholic.org
jan.Barnett@sosj.org.au

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Sunday 26 Sep 2021

107TH WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES
Welcome
Today marks the 107th World Day of Migrants and Refugees.
In his message for the 107th commemoration of the day, Pope Francis writes on the theme
“Towards an Ever Wider ‘We’”. He encourages people to reject the temptation to create literal
or metaphorical barriers with other people, and to instead recognise the barriers that exist due
to individualism or nationalism.
“The truth however is that we are all in the same boat and called to work together so that
there will be no more walls that separate us, no longer others, but only a single ‘we’,
encompassing all of humanity,” Pope Francis writes.
The message is written to the Catholics of the world, but also the wider human family.
Addressing the faithful, Pope Francis says the Holy Spirit “enables us to embrace everyone, to
build communion in diversity, to unify differences without imposing a depersonalised
uniformity”.
“In encountering the diversity of foreigners, migrants, and refugees, and in the intercultural
dialogue that can emerge from this encounter, we have an opportunity to grow as Church and
to enrich one another,” he wrote.
When he switches his focus to the whole world, the Holy Father calls for “we” to take on a
broader meaning “for the sake of renewing the human family, building together a future of
justice and peace, and ensuring that no one is left behind”.

World Day of Migrants and Refugees Prayer
Holy, beloved Father,
your Son Jesus taught us
that there is great rejoicing in heaven
whenever someone lost is found,
whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded
is gathered into our “we”,
which thus becomes ever wider.
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus,
and all people of good will,
the grace to do your will on earth.
Bless each act of welcome and outreach
that draws those in exile

into the “we” of community and of the Church,
so that our earth may truly become
what you yourself created it to be:
the common home of all our brothers and sisters. Amen.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 3 May 2021 Feast of Saints Philip and James, Apostles

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you heal the wounds of sin and division: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
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Christ Jesus, you bring light to those in darkness: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you promise a reward to those who give a cup of cold water in your name:
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Lord Jesus,
grant us the courage
to live by your example,
that we may receive the reward,
of eternal life in God’s kingdom.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Nm 11:25-29
A reading from the book of Numbers
Are you jealous on my account? Who decrees that all people may prophesy?

The Lord came down in the Cloud. He spoke with Moses, but took some of the spirit that was
on him and put it on the seventy elders. When the spirit came on them they prophesied, but
not again.
Two men had stayed back in the camp; one was called Eldad and the other Medad. The spirit
came down on them; though they had not gone to the Tent, their names were enrolled among
the rest. These began to prophesy in the camp. The young man ran to tell this to Moses,
‘Look’, he said, ‘Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.’ Then said Joshua the son of
Nun, who had served Moses from his youth, ‘My Lord Moses, stop them!’ Moses answered
him, ‘Are you jealous on my account? If only the whole people of the Lord were prophets, and
the Lord gave his Spirit to them all!’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Ps 18:8. 10. 12-14. R. v.9
(R.) The precepts of the Lord give joy to the heart.
1. The law of the Lord is perfect,
it revives the soul.
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted,
it gives wisdom to the simple. (R.)
2. The fear of the Lord is holy,
abiding for ever.
The decrees of the Lord are truth
and all of them just. (R.)
3. So in them your servant finds instructions;
great reward is in their keeping.
But who can detect all his errors?
From hidden faults acquit me. (R.)
4. From presumption restrain your servant
and let it not rule me.
Then shall I be blameless,
clean from grave sin. (R.)

Second Reading
Jas 5:1-6
A reading from the letter of St James
Your wealth is rotting.

An answer for the rich. Start crying, weep for the miseries that are coming to you. Your wealth
is all rotting, your clothes are all eaten up by moths. All your gold and your silver are corroding
away, and the same corrosion will be your own sentence, and eat into your body. It was a
burning fire that you stored up as your treasure for the last days. Labourers mowed your
fields, and you cheated them – listen to the wages that you kept back, calling out; realise that
the cries of the reapers have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. On earth you have had a
life of comfort and luxury; in the time of slaughter you went on eating to your heart’s content.
It was you who condemned the innocent and killed them; they offered you no resistance.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 9:38-43. 45. 47-48
Anyone who is not against us is for us. If your hand should cause you to sin, cut it off.

John said to Jesus, ‘Master, we saw a man who is not one of us casting out devils in your
name; and because he was not one of us we tried to stop him.’ But Jesus said, ‘You must not
stop him: no one who works a miracle in my name is likely to speak evil of me. Anyone who is
not against us is for us.
‘If anyone gives you a cup of water to drink just because you belong to Christ, then I tell you
solemnly, he will most certainly not lose his reward.
‘But anyone who is an obstacle to bring down one of these little ones who have faith, would
be better thrown into the sea with a great millstone round his neck. And if your hand should
cause you to sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life crippled, than to have two
hands and go to hell, into the fire that cannot be put out. And if your foot should cause you to
sin, cut it off; it is better for you to enter into life lame, than to have two feet and be thrown
into hell. And if your eye should cause you to sin, tear it out; it is better for you to enter into
the kingdom of God with one eye, than to have two eyes and be thrown into hell where their
worm does not die nor their fire go out.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. How would life be different if we all adopted a position of ‘anyone not against us is for us’?
Q. Why would someone using a literal interpretation of this text find it problematic?
Q. How might the teaching about cutting off what causes sin be relevant to your life?
Q. How do the people we mix with impact our ideas and actions?
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Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Dear friends, let us bring our needs to the Lord who is compassionate to all.
Reader:

For the Holy Church. Inspired by Pope Francis, may we be faithful to the catholic
and inclusive vision of God’s diverse family.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:

All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For those who experience physical pain or disability. That through the knowledge
of God’s eternal kingdom, they will find strength in their daily lives.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
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Reader:

For nations and leaders of government. May they widen their tents to embrace
all who are suffering, and all who seek a safe place of shelter.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:

All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For those who live on the peripheries of our societies. May we become real
friends with our neighbours and mutually share our gifts with each other
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:

All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For people in our community suffering from mental illness or depression. That we
may show them compassion and understanding.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For the lost or excluded, the rejected or discarded. May they know the Good
News of Jesus Christ through our efforts to encounter each other and to build
communion in diversity
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For all who are sick. May they find a renewed strength of spirit, especially those
in our community and families.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Reader:
For all who have died, especially while in transit or living far from their loved
ones, as well as those in our community and families. May they enter the new
Jerusalem where all peoples are united in peace and harmony.
(pause)
Let us pray together in hope:
All: Gracious God, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Loving God, your words are truth and life. Hear our prayers and open our hearts
to all who seek your truth. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, and World Day of Migrants and Refugees Resources
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts.
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts,
now and forever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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