TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 29TH AUGUST 2021
Today’s three readings bring up one of the most confusing issues of biblical faith.
Just what religious rules and regulations does God demand we keep, and which ones can we discard?
Is it possible that some of our most fervently kept laws don’t come from God?
This was especially brought front and center in a mid-1960s poll of American Catholics. The
Catholics were asked just one question:
“Which is the more important law: love of neighbor or not eating meat on Friday?” To the
shame of our church, the majority responded, “Not eating meat on Friday.”
If we asked this question today in Australia ,where would we stand?
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
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Due to stay –at—home orders all services up until 12.01am
on Friday 10th September 2021 are cancelled.

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
12th September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
14th September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
19th September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
21st September 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
DUE TO VERY LIMITED CAPACITIES
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL.
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or
click on the Book for Services button on the
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy you will
need to check in electronically.
It is compulsory that Face Masks are to be
worn Indoors, when lining up outdoors,
sharing any transport with people who do
not live with you .
PASTORAL CARE
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK WITH A
PRIEST PLEASE CONTACT FR KEVIN ON
02 4973 1537 .
PARISH OFFICE
DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED AS ROSANNA
IS WORKING REMOTELY THE BEST CONTACT
METHOD IS VIA EMAIL OR YOU CAN CALL
THE OFFICE NUMBER AND SPEAK TO A PLT
MEMBER.

REFLECTION TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIMEYEAR B-2021
Today’s Gospel is very challenging, on many different levels.
Jesus tells the Pharisees that they are more concerned
about outer cleanness than cleanness of heart.
For those of us who have not studied the ancient Jewish
religion, it is hard to understand what is meant by ‘unclean’
and tradition of the elders.
‘Unclean’ does not mean ‘dirty or soiled’. It means that it is
ritually defiled.
The ‘tradition of the elders’ refers to a set of practices, by
which Pharisee teachers, meant to help the observant Jew
fulfil the law, as perfectly as humanly possible.
Eventually for some, these practices took on the same
importance of the law itself and to neglect them they
believed, offended God. For Jesus instead, what matters is the
purity of the intentions, what is in one’s heart.
In everyday language we acknowledge the importance of
the heart.
The heart is the symbol of the whole person, the seat of the
emotional life. We often judge a person by the heart. One of
the most damning things we can say about anyone is that ‘she
has no heart ’or he has a ‘hard heart’.
We judge the degree of commitment to something in terms
of the heart. Of one we say, ‘his heart is not in it’, or ‘she is
only half hearted’.
We describe sorrow and joy in terms of the heart. We say,
’His heart was broken’ or ‘her heart overflowed with joy’.
The Gospel places great emphasis on the heart and we can
see why.
The heart is the source from which all our
thoughts, words, and deeds flow. If the heart is clean, then all
that flows from it will be clean.
If we are serious about our motives, the Gospel invites us to
undergo an electrocardiogram, the ‘heart test’, to reveal what
we really are before God and before our neighbours.
At every Mass celebrated, the priest washes his hands
and prays for purity of heart, and so should we. John France
SACRED STORIES – SACRED SPACES: A JOURNEY INTO
DISCOVERY, TRUTH AND RIGHT RELATIONS
In the July 2021 edition of Aurora, there was an invitation for
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Catholics to participate in
research project which seeks to hear the experiences and
stories of Indigenous Catholics.
The research aims to address the lack of Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Voices in the historical literature in this area.
There will be an opportunity to participate in both an
anonymous online survey and/or a face-to-face interview. The
findings will form part of a student researchers PhD
thesis and will be conducted independent of the Diocese with
strict adherence to ethical oversight. Most importantly the
outcomes will inform and support the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Catholic Ministry in their mission.
For further information please contact: Student Researcher:
Jennifer
Rumbel
Jennifer.rumbel@uon.edu.au
or
Supervisor: Ray Kelly raymond.kelly@newcastle.edu.au
This project is funded by the University of Newcastle and a
part scholarship from the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese:
through C H Davis Scholarship

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

A HOME FOR ALL? RENEWING THE OIKOS OF GOD
Take a deep breath and hold it. Keep holding. Hold on until
you run out of breath!
How long could you hold your breath? Safe to assume it
wasn’t longer than a couple of minutes. Our body needs
oxygen to survive. It is even more vital than food and water.
Yet, we humans destroy the very earth that supplies us with
this vital air and so much more. This needs to change!
DANIEL LEE CHUN WEI PUBLISHED AUGUST 25, 2021
Research has found that if no action is taken, we have a 90%
chance of facing a catastrophic collapse. In fact, it is happening
now! We are already seeing huge declines in the populations
of various animal species. But don’t lose hope just yet, as
there are many individuals, communities and organisations
that have taken a stand. One of these is Season of Creation!
Season of Creation (1 September – 4 October) is an
ecumenical movement that calls for Christians all over the
world to come together and care for our common home. This
movement has existed for over 30 years and has done great
work across the globe.
The Season of Creation 2021 theme is A Home for All?
Renewing the Oikos of God.
The word Oikos comes has ancient Greek origins, and
basically means household. Household had a different
meaning in ancient Greece compared to modern times
though. Back then, a household consisted of not only your
immediate family, but also everybody that lives on your land
and is under your care. This would mean roles such as
servants, gardeners, and cooks would form part of your Oikos.
How often do we look out for those outside our family? How
often do we go the extra mile? This year’s theme challenges us
to care not just for our family, but for God’s Oikos; those
under his care which is all of creation.
Personally, I have found that my experience living as a
Catholic has helped with this idea of God’s Oikos, as we are a
universal Church. I have been to Mass in other countries and
despite the difference in culture, location, and language, I can
still participate as the Mass is the same. I felt a sense of home
and even the people there were welcoming like I was family.
The symbol for this year’s theme is Abraham’s Tent. Based on
the scripture, Abraham invited strangers into his tent, showing
his hospitality even to those whom he does not know. He and
those whom I met overseas are a great example that we can
learn to follow.
This year, our diocese will be partnering with Season of
Creation to help raise awareness of the urgent need to care
for the Earth and one another. We are doing this through
various creative activities such as a film competition, prayer
and dialogue.
PINTS WITH A PURPOSE | EXPLORE SEASON OF CREATION
WITH ROSE MCALLISTER
The Season of Creation is a time to renew our relationship
with our Creator and all creation through celebration,
conversion, and commitment.
MN Catholic Youth welcome Rose McAllister (ManagerFormation and Education) who will explore this year's theme;
inviting us to consider how we can celebrate this season so we
are caring for our common home.
Time: 7:00PM Date: Monday, 6 September 2021
More information: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pintswith-a-purpose-season-of-creation-tickets-168044011161

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
We celebrate Social Justice Sunday on the 29th of August.
The Australian Bishops’ Social Justice Statement, Cry of the
Earth, Cry of the Poor, invites us to join in responding to
Pope Francis’ invitation to take a seven-year journey towards
total ecological sustainability guided by seven Laudato Si’
Goals. The Statement provides theological foundations to
ground and inspire our efforts to care for creation while
responding to the needs of the disadvantaged and excluded.
More information: ACBC Office for Justice, Ecology and
Peace,
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
or
Tel (02) 6201 9845.
SEASONS OF CREATION CELEBRATION
This year the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, is partnering
with Seasons of Creation to help raise awareness of the
urgent need to care for the earth and for one another.
Join us to hear guest speakers break open this years Season
of Creation theme, “A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of
God”.
Finalists from the film competition will be viewed and the
winner will be announced.
For more information on the film competition go to:
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adultfaith-formation/upcoming-events/
Time: 2:00PM Date: Saturday, 25 September 2021
More information: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season
-of-creation-tickets-167271083313
SEASONS OF CREATION – FILM COMPETITION
Do you love making TikTok videos or short films? Amidst the
climate crisis and the coronavirus pandemic, our sisters and
brothers are clamoring for hope and restoration. NOW is the
time to come together and take action! #SeasonOfCreation.
You are invited to participate in a film contest which involves
creating a 2-minute film that explores the 2021 Seasons of
Creation theme – A Home for All.
For more information, visit https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/upcoming
-events/
or contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
Entries close 18 September 2021.
JOIN OUR DIOCESAN COUNCILS
Our Diocesan Councils need you! Becoming a Council
volunteer is a wonderful opportunity to not only meet fellow
members who share your interests, but also to make a
difference in an area you're passionate about! Pastoral
Ministries are seeking expressions of interest for these
Councils:
•Diocesan Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Catholic
Ministry Council
•Diocesan Adult Faith Formation Council
•Diocesan Council for Ministry with Young People
•Diocesan Council for Women
•Diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith Council
•Diocesan Social Justice Council
Check out our Information Pack at to find a Council that
interests you! You can submit an Expression of Interest Form
at: https://www.mnnews.today/your-diocese/2021/54094join-our-diocesan-councils/

HAITI EARTHQUAKE SUPPORT | CARITAS AUSTRALIA
Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with the people
of the Haiti who have been devastated by a 7.2 magnitude
earthquake.
Over 1,400 people have died, and thousands more left
injured. Homes, churches and schools have been damaged in
the quake, and reports indicate that more than 30,000
families have been left homeless.
The country also continues to grapple with COVID-19,
poverty, and ongoing political instability and violence.
There is immediate and urgent need for food, water, shelter,
hygiene kits and first aid on the ground.
To provide support, you can donate to Caritas Australia’s
Emergency Response Appeal.
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au or by calling
1800 024 413 toll free.

HUMANITARIAN CRISES UNFOLDING IN AFGHANISTAN AND
LEBANON
As the situations in Afghanistan and Lebanon deteriorate,
you can help to support families caught up in the crises.
In Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes,
with half of the population in urgent need of food, water,
shelter and protection.
In Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, fuel,
medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing massive fuel
shortages and will soon have to turn off the lights.
Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we are able to
respond to crises like these and others across the world.
Visit
caritas.org.au/lebanon
or
www.caritas.org.au/
afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 toll free to provide much
needed support.
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across
the Diocese from your own home.
God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and then
through artist's images of the Gospel message.
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758
Password: pray
For more information contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
ENGAGE YOUR HEART IN LEADERSHIP
You’re invited to the fifth biennial Mission: one heart many
voices conference. The conference will be online and you can
register now.
Join us from: Wednesday 1 – Friday 3 September, 2021.
This special online gathering will integrate and engage with
all the fantastic capabilities of the online world in helping us
achieve the purposes and outcomes of this conference.
We are designing a program that will provide participants
with an opportunity of wholistic formation and transformation, for personal and professional development and to
enable us all to live the joy of the Gospel and lead mission.
For more information: https://2021.mohmv.com.au/
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS—STAY AT HOME ORDERS
All Places of Worship in the Lake Macquarie, Hunter and
Upper Hunter are currently closed at this stage until 12.01am
on Friday 10th September 2021. The only exception is for a
Funeral or Memorial Service, which are limited to 10
mourners. If any of the mourners reside outside the LGA of
the funeral they can only attend if they are the spouse,
de facto partner, parent, child, or sibling of the deceased
person. We will be placing copies of the Parish Newsletter in
the holders located at the doors near the breezeway. The
Newsletter contains a Sunday Prayer Service that everyone
can use at home. If you know someone who doesn’t have
access to the internet please let them know they can pick one
up from outside the Church.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT GREGORY THE GREAT— 3RD SEPTEMBER
THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 8TH SEPTEMBER
SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM— 13TH SEPTEMBER
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS— 14TH SEPTEMBER
OUR LADY OF SORROWS— 15TH SEPTEMBER
SAINTS CORNELIUS AND CYPRIAN— 16TH SEPTEMBER
SAINTS ANDREW KIM TAEGON, PAUL CHONG HASANG AND
COMPANIONS— 20TH SEPTEMBER
SAINT MATTHEW— 21ST SEPTEMBER

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our
Parish during these very different times. As cash is deemed a
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that
donations and payments be made electronically.
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are:
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or
5004 PG and Giver Number.
If you would like to make contributions to support the
Diocese Clergy / 1st Collection the Bank Account Details are:
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection

Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.

Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Bishop Bill Wright, Mark Patrick, Robert Jay, Michelle Clipsham.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

CRY OF THE EARTH,
CRY OF THE POOR

By listening with an open heart
to those who are most affected,
we can begin, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
to discern the signs of the times.

Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace
PO Box 368 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia
Tel +61 (02) 6201 9845
Email admin@catholic.org.au
Facebook @socialjusticeACBC
Twitter @justicecatholic
www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au

Unsplash/Steve Bittinger

Social Justice Statement 2021-22:
Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor

Lord, when we listen with your ears we hear:
the bush grown more silent,
the birdsong less vibrant,
the stream’s sluggish ripple.
Have mercy and open our ears.
Lord, when we look with your eyes we see:
the soil depleted,
the sky smudged,
the oceans rubbished and the great currents slowed.
Have mercy and help us to see.
Lord, when we look with your eyes we see:
the workers who struggle to get by,
the women subjected to violence,
the people who are excluded.
Have mercy and help us to see.
Lord, when we listen with your ears we hear:
the sound of hungry children,
the distress of the mentally ill,
the silent pain of homeless women and men.
Have mercy and open our ears.
Send your Spirit upon us Lord to renew our sight,
to restore our hearing,
and to reclaim your reign of justice for all people
and peace for creation.
AMEN

FAITH MATTERS:
Nourishment in a
Pandemic

In this week's Faith Matters, Rev. Christine Sheppard OAM reflects on how
maintaining her faith journey nourishes her during lockdown, especially when
access to Eucharist is limited.
REVEREND CHRISTINE SHEPPARD OAM PUBLISHED AUGUST 24, 2021

Recently, I asked the women in my gym class over post gym coffee, "what nourishes you during the
pandemic?"
These were the answers: "Being kind to oneself; keeping connections with others; maintaining health
routines like breast screening; sharing lemons and limes."
As I told them, I was preparing a homily for the August Gospel of John 6 reading and wanted to include
their ideas. To their list, I added "maintaining my faith journey".
I have been inspired to think about Nourishment in Pandemic because of a recently published book, about
a heroine of mine, Julian of Norwich. The Book is Julian of Norwich: Wisdom in a time of Pandemic- and
Beyond by Matthew Fox. Fox is a former Dominican, now Episcopalian Priest, in the US.
I first met Julian of Norwich, who was born in 1342, when I read a passage from her writing in a 1977 book
published in Australia by Bishop David Walker, God is a Sea. She lived through the plague, which Fox
describes as "COVID on steroids ". I have been fortunate to visit her reconstructed cell attached to a
Church in the City of Norwich, England.
I came to Christian faith in an ordinary Newcastle suburban church in an "ordinary" Holy Communion
Service. But in that ordinariness, came the extraordinary! I was changed, in the simple act of having bread
put into my hand. Jesus had changed me. I had no sense of having to believe a series of theological
statements, some years later, I was baptised and confirmed.
Julian of Norwich spoke of a God, who loved, not condemned. She rejected ideas like Original Sin, and that
Jesus death was an atonement for sin.
Knowing that we are profoundly loved by God, a God who loves us as if we are the only ones to be loved,
nourishes me during Pandemic times, especially when access to Eucharist is limited.
Since I was ordained as a Uniting Church Minister, in 1987, my theology has deepened and changed.
But, the amazement of meeting Jesus for the first time, in that act of receiving Bread hasn't left me and, I
have been graced by the opportunities to learn from others, throughout my life.
My Dad, as a non-practising Methodist, was active in St Vincent de Paul from 1965 until his death in 1981.

My dear husband, Warren, who died in 2020, was a practising Catholic, active in Pastoral Ministries and
together we lived an amazing Inter Church life, with our daughter, Sarah.
Warren and I were able to share this Inter Church life when we were invited to join the Ecumenical and
Interfaith Council of Diocese of Maitland Newcastle, which I currently chair.
During this Pandemic, I have been nourished by others on the journey- and I am grateful.
I have, in the last weeks, rediscovered Carey Landry 's song, We are Companions on the Journey, and that
phrase that he concludes with "for the love we bear, is the hope we share, for we believe in the love of our
God.” No, I can't go to gym; no, I can't have coffee with my gym friends; no, I can't celebrate Eucharist with
local faith communities.
But as Companions on the Journey says, God's love is still with us.

How you can help your
community to thrive!
During a lockdown it’s easy to wonder
what you can do from the confines of
your home to continue to help others.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED AUGUST 24, 2021

This week we hear from the Director of CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning, Gary Christensen,
about the work continuing on the ground in our community.
The Taree and Forster Community Kitchens have continued to keep their doors open during the latest NSW
lockdown to provide meals and support to those in need. CatholicCare’s Food Programs are also delivering
meals to local communities across the Hunter region, as well as cooking up a storm at Hamilton South
Community Hall every Wednesday. In the past 18 months alone, CatholicCare's Food Programs have
delivered over 44,000 meals!
What can you do to help those in need?
There’s a variety of ways you can lend your support:
•
•
•
•

Help us raise awareness of our programs by telling a friend or neighbour. You can keep up-to-date
by following us on social media.
Consider volunteering in one of our programs
Keep our work, and the vulnerable people we support in your prayers,
Consider a gift to our August Appeal.

CatholicCare Director, Gary Christensen said, “Thanks to donations from our community, we are able to
continue serving hot and nutritious meals and providing our grassroots support to refugees and other
locals who need a helping hand. It is the whole community that contributes to our work and we’re so
grateful for the generosity, particularly as we all face challenging times. Thank you for keeping
CatholicCare’s work in your thoughts.”

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Sunday 29 Aug 2021

SOCIAL JUSTICE SUNDAY
Welcome
Today is Social Justice Sunday. The Australian Catholic Bishops have published their annual
Social Justice Statement, which is this year titled: Cry of the Earth, Cry of the Poor.
The Statement calls us to listen, hear and respond to the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor through practical action. When one part of the Body of Christ is wounded, the other
parts care for the afflicted part so that all can be healed and made whole. What affects one
affects all, as everything and everyone is connected. We are invited to be lifegiving agents in
the transformation of our communities in ways that reflect the mercy freely offered by our
loving God.
As people of prayerful contemplation, dialogue, and action, we commit to right relationships in
our covenant with God. It is clear that the signs of our times call for urgent action to defend,
protect, and restore the earth and the dignity of the human person, especially those places,
creatures, and people who are most vulnerable. In following God’s law of living a moral life from
the inside out, we upend and transcend any worldly standards that would diminish the
sacredness of any part of God’s creation. People are more important than profits, and the
beauty of our natural world is a precious gift to us and to the generations who will follow. In
transitioning to sustainable and just economic systems and practices, we commit to partnering
with the work of the Spirit in renewing the face of the earth.

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way of love and service: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you call us to worship you with pure hearts: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, the just will live in your presence: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.
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Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Lord Jesus,
guide us to the path of holiness,
so that our words may be matched
by our loving deeds.
We make this prayer through
our Risen Lord Jesus.
God, our Father
Jesus gave his life for us
and showed us the pathway to heaven.
Help us to give all we have
and, in the footsteps of the cross,
follow Jesus every day.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Dt 4:1-2. 6-8
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
You may add nothing to the word which I speak to you – keep the commands of the Lord.

Moses said to the people: ‘Now, Israel, take notice of the laws and customs that I teach you
today, and observe them, that you may have life and may enter and take possession of the
land that the Lord the God of your fathers is giving you. You must add nothing to what I
command you, and take nothing from it, but keep the commandments of the Lord your God
just as I lay them down for you. Keep them, observe them, and they will demonstrate to the
peoples your wisdom and understanding. When they come to know of all these laws they will
exclaim, “No other people is as wise and prudent as this great nation.” And indeed, what great
nation is there that has its gods so near as the Lord our God is to us whenever we call to him?
And what great nation is there that has laws and customs to match this whole Law that I put
before you today?’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Ps 14:2-5. R. v.1
(R.) The just will live in the presence of the Lord.
1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy mountain?
He who walks without fault;
he who acts with justice
and speaks the truth from his heart. (R.)
2. He who does no wrong to his brother,
who casts no slur on his neighbour,
who holds the godless in disdain,
but honours those who fear the Lord. (R.)
3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may;
who takes no interest on a loan
and accepts no bribes against the innocent.
Such a man will stand firm for ever. (R.)

Second Reading
Jas 1:17-18, 21-22, 27
A reading from the letter of St James
Be doers of the word.

It is all that is good, everything that is perfect, which is given us from above; it comes down
from the Father of all light; with him there is no such thing as alteration, no shadow of a
change. By his own choice he made us his children by the message of the truth so that we
should be a sort of first-fruits of all that he had created.
Accept and submit to the word which has been planted in you and can save your souls. But
you must do what the word tells you, and not just listen to it and deceive yourselves.
Pure, unspoilt religion, in the eyes of God our Father is this: coming to the help of orphans and
widows when they need it, and keeping oneself uncontaminated by the world.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 7:1-8. 14-15. 21-23
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You forget the commandments of God and hold on to human tradition.

The Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered round Jesus,
and they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with unclean hands, that is, without
washing them. For the Pharisees, and the Jews in general, follow the tradition of the elders
and never eat without washing their arms as far as the elbow; and on returning from the
market place they never eat without first sprinkling themselves. There are also many other
observances which have been handed down to them concerning the washing of cups and pots
and bronze dishes. So these Pharisees and scribes asked him, ‘Why do your disciples not
respect the tradition of the elders but eat their food with unclean hands?’ He answered, ‘It
was of you hypocrites that Isaiah so rightly prophesied in this passage of scripture:
This people honours me only with lip-service,
while their hearts are far from me.
The worship they offer me is worthless,
the doctrines they teach are only human regulations.
You put aside the commandment of God to cling to human traditions.’
He called the people to him again and said, ‘Listen to me, all of you, and understand. Nothing
that goes into a man from outside can make him unclean; it is the things that come out of a
man that make him unclean. For it is from within, from men’s hearts, that evil intentions
emerge: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, malice, deceit, indecency, envy, slander,
pride, folly. All these evil things come from within and make a man unclean.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Do you think Jesus and his disciples deliberately provoked this confrontation?
Q. Is the problem of honouring God ‘only with lip-service’ still a problem in today’s Church?
Q. Does this teaching of Jesus challenge the notion that human beings are intrinsically good?
Q. Although ‘evil things come from within’ are there external things that ‘feed’ these vices?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
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At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Let us bring our prayers to the God of all creation and accompany in prayer all
those who most need God’s mercy and healing.

Reader:

That our Holy Father Pope Francis. will continue to lead the Church by
proclaiming your message of truth to all people.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the Body of Christ listens attentively and responds with transformative
practical action to the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all leaders respect and partner with the lived wisdom of First Nations people
in actively caring for country and nurturing healthy, integrated communities.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That we be trustworthy stewards, active protectors, and reverent carers of our
earth and her people through conscious and just living.

(pause)
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In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That we might be given more profound faith, greater courage, deeper spirituality
and the ability to discern where the Holy Spirit is leading us, as faith communities
come together to respond and prepare for the First Assembly of the Plenary
Council in October this year.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That government, business, and community policies and practices at the local,
national, and international level honour, reflect and protect the sacredness of all
places, creatures, and people.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all who are sick and housebound will take heart that God is with them
always. We pray especially for those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all who have gone before us will live forever in the presence of the Lord,
especially those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

God of the universe, you are the living Word, planted deep in our hearts. Grant us
the wisdom, courage, and commitment to love and care for your magnificent
world of never-ending wonders. Direct our ideas, discernment, and action so that
all can fulfil their sacred promise and purpose, according to your law. We ask this
through Christ, Our Lord.

All:

Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the God of hope fill us with every joy in believing.
May the peace of Christ abound in our hearts.
May the Holy Spirit enrich us with his gifts,
now and forever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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