
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

        TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C  SUNDAY 18 SEP 2022 

“You cannot be the slave of both God and of money.” The Gospel today lays bare the radical demands of Christian 
discipleship.  

We live in a world in which people amass wealth and place self-interest as the number one priority, even at the 
cost of the common good of humanity and planet earth.  

Every day we read in the newspapers and hear on TV, about some minister in high office, or some top executive, 
who has been accused of corruption.  

We can also find ourselves confronted with conflicting values and demands, as we ponder 
how to balance our call to discipleship, with our culture’s call to accumulate wealth and 
material things.  

Scripture calls us to responsible stewardship, of what we have been given in trust. We 
must safeguard and foster the diverse life forms, that the Creator God has entrusted to us. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 
Saturday  17th September 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  18th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  20th September 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  24th September 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  25th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  27th September 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE   
WE ENCOURAGE 

 
MASK WEARING  

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
HAND SANITISING, 
STAY HOME IF SICK 

 
Friendly Reminder for Rostered Ministries 
Could everyone please check your roster and 
the bulletin to see when you are rostered on. If 
you are unavailable to do your rostered                
ministry please organise a swap with                      
someone.  
 

Copies of the spring Aurora are available at 
the back of the church. 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION – 25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
A farmer named Muldoon lived alone in the Irish country-

side except for a pet dog he doted on. The dog finally died, 
and Muldoon went to the parish priest, saying, ‘Father, the 
dog is dead. Could you possibly be saying a mass for the poor 
creature?’ Father Kelly refused point blank, ‘No, we can't 
have services for an animal in the church, but I'll tell you 
what, there's a new denomination down the road, and there 
is no telling what they believe in, maybe they'll do something 
for the animal.’ Muldoon said, ‘I'll go right now. By the way, 
do you think 10,000 pounds is enough to donate for the ser-
vice?’ to which Father replied, ‘Now why didn't you tell me 
the dog was a Catholic!’ 

A cheap jibe regularly levelled at the Church is that while 
we preach about justice and development for all people, 
we are one of the world’s wealthiest multinationals. Some-
times Catholics are stung by this criticism. There is something 
healthy about that because there is always more we can, and 
should, do about our detachment from materialism. At the 
same time, however, our accusers should be reminded of a 
few facts that spoil their good story. 

In commercial terms the Church is asset rich and cash poor. 
Many established churches through good planning and gener-
osity have a large plant on decent real estate, but I don’t 
know a diocese, religious order, parish or Church agency that 
does not need to carefully look at its cash flow. We rely on 
your goodness to keep going each year. Our real estate is 
often our only collateral for our borrowing; always done to 
improve the services we can render the People of God. 

The greatest thing going for the Catholic Church, however, 
is you, Christ’s faithful people who witness day in and day out 
to the power of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. We are 
also asset rich in terms of the quality of the women and men 
– lay, professed and ordained – who selflessly serve the 
Church and the world. 

When we are attacked for the land and buildings we have 
it’s always good to remember some facts about our Catholic 
family’s commitment to the poor: outside the United Nations 
and governments, Catholicism is the largest provider of edu-
cation, health, welfare, personal assistance and Third World 
development in the world; we have the largest and lowest-
paid charitable workforce of any international group; we have 
been trying to serve God, not money, for two thousand years; 
and from the earliest Christians to this very day, some Catho-
lics have loved and served the poor so faithfully, that they die 
with them, and for them. 

Where all of this is concerned, we are our own worst ene-
mies. False humility has meant we have not sufficiently cele-
brated what Grace has done in and through us in regards to 
poverty and the world’s poor. 

None of this excuses us from the direct challenges in to-
day’s Gospel. We all know how seductive money is and how 
quickly greed can throw our moral and spiritual compasses off 
course. In moral theology, however, intention is critical and 
even money, seductive as it is, can be, and is, put to good 
service in Christ’s kingdom. It’s always a question of where 
the heart is. 

By not publicly acknowledging the service done in our name 
and with our assistance, we do the Church and ourselves an 
injustice. When we fail to explain the number of times and 
places Christians clearly put Jesus ahead of money we allow 
the Church’s critics to have the last word, as though it was the 
only word on the subject. 

May our Eucharist this weekend, this meal of Christ’s poor, 
assist us to be detached from anything that masters our deep-
est desires away from Christ and keeps us from serving his 
kingdom of justice, development and peace for all people eve-
rywhere. 

If we succeed in this, we may be striving to detach ourselves 
from serving money rather than our God.  

(Adapted from a Homily by Richard Leonard – Dan Joyce) 
 

DIOCESAN COUNCIL OF MINISTRY WITH YOUNG PEOPLE:               
BR. DAMIAN PRICE RETREAT  

The Diocesan Council for Ministry with Young People is 
hosting a retreat on Saturday 29 October 2022 with Br Damian 
Price. Attending guests will have the option to attend a second 
Strategic Vision Planning Day on Sunday 30 October from 
10am-3pm at the Newcastle Diocese Meeting Rooms. Br 
Damian Price is a Christian Brother of the Oceania Province; he 
has worked in youth ministry for years. The retreat will be 
based on the following words from Pope Francis:  

"An evangelising community gets involved by word and deed 
in people’s daily lives; it bridges distances, it is willing to abase 
itself if necessary and it embraces human life, touching the 
suffering flesh of Christ in others. Evangelisers thus take on the 
“smell of the sheep” and the sheep are willing to hear their 
voice. An evangelising community is also supportive, standing 
by people at every step of the way, no matter how difficult or 
lengthy this may prove to be." 

For more info or to register, visit: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/

diocesan-council-for-ministry-with-young-people-br-damian-

price-retreat-tickets-418380706957  

 

MENTAL HEALTH BREAKFAST  
The Diocesan Social Justice Council, invites you to its annual 

Mental Health Breakfast. The event celebrates National Men-
tal Health Month. This year’s theme is BUILDING RESILIENCE: 
COMMUNITIES AND CONNECTIONS. Guest speakers from the 
State Emergency Service (SES) and The Rosewood Centre, will 
share their experiences working in our community to support 
people going through difficult times. Hear how these connec-
tions with others have helped build them up and keep them 
mentally strong. For more information or to book your spot, 
visit: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-social-justice-
council-mental-health-breakfast-2022-tickets-413804058077 

 

 aMeN caMiNo INFORMATION SESSION 
The aMeN caMiNo takes place over five consecutive days. 

The pilgrimage starts at St John’s Chapel, Maitland and con-
cludes at the Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hamilton. Pilgrims will 
walk an average of 20km per day through the beautiful land-
scape of bush, beach and beyond which we are blessed to 
have in our backyard. 

Dates for 2023: June 17-21, July 8-12 & August 5-9 
An online Information Session for people interested in 

attending the aMeN caMiNo in 2023 will be hosted on 9 No-
vember from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 

To register go to: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amen-
camino-information-session-2022-tickets-412683817407 

 
WAITING FOR PURPOSE  

As we continue our synodal journey we invite you to a peri-
od of waiting this Advent through connecting with each other 
in prayer and reflection. Our Diocesan Advent Reflection will 
be available from October 2022. 

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-council-for-ministry-with-young-people-br-damian-price-retreat-tickets-418380706957
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-council-for-ministry-with-young-people-br-damian-price-retreat-tickets-418380706957
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-council-for-ministry-with-young-people-br-damian-price-retreat-tickets-418380706957
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-social-justice-council-mental-health-breakfast-2022-tickets-413804058077
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-social-justice-council-mental-health-breakfast-2022-tickets-413804058077
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amen-camino-information-session-2022-tickets-412683817407
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amen-camino-information-session-2022-tickets-412683817407


PLANS PROGRESS FOR THE FUTURE OF OUR CHURCH 
“The Church is not the presence in our society it once was. 

We need to take a measure of that and make decisions 
accordingly. The culture in which we have to proclaim the 
Gospel is very different to what it was even 20 or 30 years 
ago.” 

Archbishop of Brisbane, Mark Coleridge, made these 
powerful remarks in 2016 after he was elected to chair a 
special bishops’ commission to plan and run the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia. At that time, it had been 79 years since 
Australia’s last plenary council was held. 

LIZZIE WATKIN PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 03, 2022 
“What the Plenary Council is all about is planning for the 

future of the Church in this country at a very complex time,” 
Archbishop Coleridge said at the time. 

It was determined that the Fifth Plenary Council would have 
three phases: preparation, celebration and implementation. It 
is a process that spans several years to give the Catholic 
community time to listen, dialogue and discern with one 
another. 

While the COVID-19 pandemic has caused some delays to 
the Fifth Plenary Council process, the Holy Spirit continues to 
guide its members. In July this year, the nine-month 
celebration phase of the Fifth Plenary Council ended. Council 
members approved a concluding statement, which reflected 
discernment that took place over six days. 

The statement said the Fifth Plenary Council had been an 
“expression of the synodality that Pope Francis has identified 
as a key dimension of the Church’s life in the third 
millennium”. 

Acknowledging that while some moments during the week 
had been “calm and harmonious”, and others were “tense and 
difficult”, the statement also said, “every moment has been 
blessed; the entire week has been grace-filled, though never a 
cheap grace”. 

“The Holy Spirit has been both comforter and disrupter.” 
Three Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s Council members 

attended the Second Assembly. Helen Belcher was one of 
those members and is also a member of the Diocesan Synod 
Working Party. 

Ms Belcher said that while Part 4 motions regarding the 
equal dignity of women and men failed to pass, which resulted 
in a silent and spontaneous protest, it ultimately “produced 
better discernment and better decisions.” 

“The Assembly could have descended into chaos.  Instead, 
members opened themselves to respectful conversations and 
to the guidance of the Holy Spirit,” she said. 

Fellow Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle council member, 
Bernadette Gibson said that she went into the Second 
Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council concerned that the 
motions and proposals were a fete accompli. 

“Initially unconvinced of the power or purpose of spiritual 
conversations, I exit a great fan of both the Holy Spirit and the 
process,” Ms Gibson said. 

She said the anticipated decrees will confer more certainty 
for many of the Church’s already signposted directions, “like 
greater communion with our First Nations people, ecological 
conversation, formation and education” and added they will 
also “solidify the position and provide the building blocks for 
the next steps forward into a new way of living a Christ-
centred Church.” 

Ms Belcher and Ms Gibson believe the Second Assembly did 
not address all issues raised in the Listening and Dialogue 
phase of the plenary process and that not all the motions are 

perfect. 
“The motion on the equal dignity of women and men 

highlighted that there is still a lot of work to be done, and not 
just in this area. We must do more to reach out to our 
LGBTIQQA+ brothers and sisters. Ignorance because of 
privilege can no longer be an excuse for any of the those we 
have left on the sidelines”, Ms Gibson said. 

However, as the Church now begins the third and final phase 
of the plenary council process- implementation, they both 
remain hopeful. 

“The Second Assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council gave me 
hope in the ability of the Church to genuinely behave 
synodally. I hope this lesson can be translated to all levels of 
the Church in the future,” Ms Gibson said. 

Ms Belcher added that while the decrees are yet to be 
promulgated, she believes that as a local Church, we can 
embrace the outcomes as part of our Diocesan Synod process 
which is already underway. 

“We can examine the decrees and motions and map what 
we are already doing and what we need still to do.” 

And, she said that she will be taking inspiration from the 
Council celebration that occurred when guiding engagement 
in the Synod. 

“The use of spiritual conversations as the means of 
addressing the motions was a highlight.  Members were 
invited into a space where we could listen, dialogue and 
discern before casting our votes.  I favour their adoption as 
our preferred way of engaging and working within the 
Diocese.” 

After the November meeting of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference, the decrees will be sent to the Holy See. 

Once recognition is received by the Holy See, the decrees 
will be implemented and become the law of the Church in 
Australian six months later and therefore formalise a 
refreshed approach to how we proclaim the Gospel.  

Ms Gibson said that as a Church, we may be disappointed at 
times by the actions and views of some who oppose the new 
direction, but that we should take consolation from the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

“As the Church of Maitland-Newcastle, we need to step into 
this hope and applaud the decisions ratified in the Council as 
foundational,” Ms Gibson said. “It is time for all of us to stand 
up and be the Church in the way she has always desired us to 
be – the hands and heart of Christ.” 

  
SEASON OF CREATION SHORT FILM SCREENING 

Join us to view the winners of the short film competition and 
to listen to the voices of those who recognise injustices in our 
world and have a desire to be heard. 

During Season of Creation 2022 we are being urged to care 
for planet earth and care for our brothers and sisters. Whose 
voices have been muted? Whose voices need to be heard? 

We are excited to showcase these winning 2022 Season of 
Creation short films that recognise the voices of those who 
hold generational wisdom about how to live gratefully within 
the limits of the land.   

These films help us to consider our call to action. Where do 
we feel the calling to act for those who are voiceless? How can 
these films help us to feel equipped for the call to action? 

Date: Saturday 15 October 
Time: 2:00PM – 4:00PM 
Venue: St Pius X High School, Park Ave, Adamstown 
To register: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season-of-creation-

http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/season-of-creation-short-film-screening-tickets-415042472207


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
2023 YEAR A LITURGICAL BOOK ORDERS 
Please order via the online form available by clicking on the 
button on the home page of the parish website. Forms for those 
who don’t have online access are at the back of the Church. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st  
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using 
the Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home 
page, the Diocese App or set up a direct debit arrangement 
(contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support 
of our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account 
Name: CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account          
Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and 
Giver Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on 
the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINTS ANDREW KIM TAEGON, PAUL CHONG HASANG AND 
COMPANIONS— 20TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT MATTHEW— 21ST SEPTEMBER 
SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA— 23RD SEPTEMBER 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL— 27TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL— 29TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT JEROME— 30TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT THERESE OF THE CHILD JESUS— 1ST OCTOBER 
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI— 4TH OCTOBER 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY— 7TH OCTOBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Fiona McAlinden, Stephen McKay, June Purcell,                              
Jeremy McMullen, Josie Scully, Harry Goldman,                             
Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin, John Francisco, 
Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith, Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Patrick Kane, Kevin Yates. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

R McArdle 
M Foo 

M Foo 
K Amon 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
L McRae 

F Dunn 
J Hutchins 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

A Dussin 
P Melvey 
J Vipan 

K Lendon 

J Vipan 
K Lendon 
P Melvey 
A Dussin 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

J France 
M Melvey 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
T Alexander 

F Dunn 
D Joyce 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

U France 
J France 

G Hutchison 
J France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Andersen 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

R Hay 
B Hutcheson 
J Hutchins 

H White 

P Robertson 
L Hutchinson 

A Walker 
G Walker 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
A Walker 
G Walker 

 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

Sunday 18 Sep 2022 
 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as Australia’s First Peoples 
and the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we work to build a 
stronger, more equitable, kinder society that values children, young people, families and 
individuals. 
We honour the wisdom of and pay respect to, Elders past, present and emerging. We 
acknowledge the spiritual culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is located on the traditional lands of the Awabakal, 
Biripi, Darkinjung, Kamilaroi, Wiradjuri, Wonnarua and Worimi people. 
This diocese acknowledges the important Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander occupation 
and care of the land on which we live. We acknowledge our Traditional Custodians’ 
continual spiritual and cultural connection to Country. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples as having been on this land for over 60,000 years. 
This is the acknowledgement made in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle Reflect 
Reconciliation Action Plan launched on 18 August 2022. 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a 
candle and a cross. 
 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
 
 
 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you give us every good gift to use for your glory: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, raise up those who are bowed down: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you ask us to choose between earthly wealth and eternal life: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
Living God 
you are generous and kind 
and call us to work in the fields of your kingdom. 
May we always be thankful  
for the many gifts you have given us. 
Help us to use these gifts wisely  
so that we may build your kingdom on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 



The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading      
Am 8:4-7 
A reading from the prophet Amos 

The Lord God spoke against those who buy the poor for money. 
Listen to this, you who trample on the needy 
and try to suppress the poor people of the country, 
you who say, ‘When will New Moon be over 
so that we can sell our corn, 
and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat? 
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 
by swindling and tampering with the scales, 
we can buy up the poor for money, 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.’ 
The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob, 
‘Never will I forget a single thing you have done.’ 

, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 112:1-2. 4-8. R. see vv.1. 7 
(R.) Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 
1. Praise, O servants of the Lord,  

praise the name of the Lord! 
May the name of the Lord be blessed 
both now and for evermore! (R.) 

2. High above all nations is the Lord,  
above the heavens his glory. 
Who is like the Lord, our God, 
who has risen on high to his throne 
yet stoops from the heights to look down, 
to look down upon heaven and earth? (R.) 

3. From the dust he lifts up the lowly,  
from the dungheap he raises the poor 
to set him in the company of princes, 
yes, with the princes of his people. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
1 Tm 2:1-8 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 

Let prayers be offered to God for everyone; he wants all people to be saved. 

My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for everyone – petitions, 
intercessions and thanksgiving – and especially for kings and others in authority, so that we 
may be able to live religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and 
will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be saved and reach full knowledge of the 
truth. For there is only one God, and there is only one mediator between God and mankind, 
himself a man, Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. He is the 
evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have been named a herald and apostle of 
it and – I am telling the truth and no lie – a teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans. 
In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently in prayer, with no 
anger or argument. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Lk 16:10-13  

You cannot be slaves both of God and of money. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The man who can be trusted in little things can be trusted in 
great; the man who is dishonest in little things will be dishonest in great. If then you cannot 
be trusted with money, that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if 
you cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will give you what is your very own? 
‘No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the first and love the 
second, or treat the first with respect and the second with scorn. You cannot be the slave 
both of God and of money.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why does Jesus so frequently tell parables about the actions of rich men? 
Q. What really motivates the steward to lose his profit on the deals he strikes? 
Q. Is it accurate to suggest that Jesus condemns money and its use altogether? 
Q. What would appear to be the proper use of wealth? 
 
 
 
 
 



Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Dear friends, with a generous heart, let us bring our prayers before God.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will remain true to its ministry of service to the poor 

and marginalised throughout the world.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That warring and suffering nations will be granted liberty and justice.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those consumed by wealth and possessions will find freedom in 

Christ.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That we will listen to the Voice of Creation, in its beauty and in its anguish, 

and do whatever we can to repair and prevent further damage to our 
common home.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may support the poor through compassion 

and care.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who are sick will find renewal in health and spirit, especially those 

in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who have died will receive Christ through the promise of eternal 

life, especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, we cannot be servants of both money and your name. Hear our 

prayers today, and help us remain responsible and generous as we serve you in 
faith. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 



The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
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