
 

 

We acknowledge the Awabakal & Darkinjung people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY, 11 January 2026                                                                The Baptism of the Lord Year A 

Dear Parish Family,  
 

…This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him. 
 

At the very heart of our being is the need to belong, whether it be family, friends, 
school, sports or even church. During my convalesce, I managed to catchup on some 
reading. I’ve always been an admirer of the work of Professor Brene Brown. She is an 
author, speaker and researcher who studies life in society today. Her book: Braving 
the Wilderness: The Quest for True Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone 
speaks about the difference between belonging and its opposite she sees, fitting in. 
She writes that true belonging doesn’t require you to change who you are; it 
requires you to be who you are. The opposite to this is “fitting in” which means 
shaping ourselves to resemble what we think other people want, which isn’t true to 
who we are. Belonging then requires us to be courageous against the realities of the 
world today that often tries pulling us one way or another – you should be this or you 
should be that; and then significantly trying to draw us away from caring for each 
other. I think it’s something to think about when we ask ourselves- what does it 
mean to be baptised in the world today? 
 

This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus. Have you ever wondered 
if Jesus wasn’t born with original sin, then why did he need to be baptised? How did 
the gospel writers address this question…well John leaves it out; Mark and Luke just 
simply state that he was baptised, but Matthew has John the Baptist ask the same 
question; with Jesus replying to “fulfil all righteousness”. In other words, identifying 
himself with you and me. I’ve always struggled with the question about Jesus’ 
Baptism until my retreat last year with Bishop Greg Homing of the Lismore Diocese. 
His answer is that it goes back to the question of belonging. Jesus’ Baptism was 
about Jesus’ making sense of his life. How so? There is no doubt that Mary and 
Joseph would have spoken to Jesus about his birth and there is no doubt there would 
have still been some talk around Mary’s pregnancy. He lived in a small village! He 
would have known about all the prophecies about him; he also knew the scriptures 
well. What would have been going on in his mind?  
 

Something changes at the baptism. All those thoughts of who he was, where he was 
from, the prophecies about his life would now make sense when the skies open and 
God speaks …. “This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.” Confirmation 
that he is the Son of God, God made man. He is the beloved, ie. he is loved! God’s 
favour rests on him, he knows now he has a mission, a task ahead of him. He 
belongs! Jesus’ baptism helps us to make sense about our own baptism – we are 
God’s sons and daughters; we are loved; and we too have a mission of being good 
news to all who we meet. Through Baptism we are part of the Christian community, 
the Church. Belonging to the Church means that we are called to be who we are and 
not merely fitting into the crowd. We are here to make a difference and to make the 
world a better place. May we always celebrate the gift of baptism in each and every 
one of us.   
 

I hope everyone had a great Christmas and start to the New Year of 2026. Again, 
many thanks to all those whose ministries supported our wonderful celebrations of 
Christmas and New Years…thank you!! This weekend, you will have noticed some 
changes: we are now known collectively as the Lakeside Pastoral Region (this doesn’t 
change the canonical status of any of the parishes - that remains the same). Also, the 
bulletin is now condensed to try and reduce admin time which will assist the admin 
team to better support the parishes and myself. Finaly, in the next week, I will be 
announcing some changes within the parish offices. Stay tuned.  
 

Have a good week everyone.  
 

Fr Darryl Mackie 
Parish Priest 

Lakeside Pastoral Region Bulletin 
The Catholic Parishes of  Boolaroo, Booragul, Toronto and Morisset 

Our Lady Help of Christians - 84 Main Road, Speers Point 
St Mary’s -  2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

St Michael the Archangel -  46 Ranclaud Street, Booragul 
St Joseph’s - 140 Wangi Road, Toronto 

Sts Patrick & Brigid -  6 Martinsville Road, Cooranbong 
St John Vianney - 60 Yambo Street, Morisset 

    PARISH TEAM 
 

    Emergencies 
 PH: 0493 969 362 

 

Parish Priest 
Fr Darryl Mackie PP, EV 

darryl.mackie@mn.catholic.org.au 
PH: 0409 611 949 

 

Assistant Priests 
Fr Paul Kamau CSSp 

paul.kamau@mn.catholic.org.au 
Fr Peter Njau CSSp 

peter.njau@mn.catholic.org.au 
Fr John Purnell 

john.purnell@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION 
 

7 Milson Street, Charlestown 
Phone: 4943 4153 

60 Yambo Street, Morisset 
Phone: 4973 6859 

 

Maryanne Barry 
 Vimal Valiyaveetil  

Bridget Voigt 
Rosanna Suckling 

 

Email: 
stmarythecross@mn.catholic.org.au 

morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

Office Hours: 
Mon - Fri  9:00am - 3:00pm 

 

Website: 
www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com 

torontoparish.org 
www.vianneymorisset.org 

 

BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS 
Booking via Parish Website 

Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES: 

Sat 10 Jan 5:00pm 
5:30pm 

Cooranbong 
Boolaroo 

Sun 11 Jan 9:00am 
9:00am 
9:30am 
6:00pm 

Warners Bay 
Toronto 
Morisset 
Warners Bay 

Tue 13 Jan 9:00am 
9:30am 

Booragul 
Morisset 

Wed 14 Jan 9:00am Boolaroo 

Thu 15 Jan 9:30am Warners Bay 

Fri 16 Jan 9:00am Toronto 

http://www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
https://torontoparish.org/
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/


 

 

Sunday 11 January 2026 
The Baptism of the Lord Year A 

 

First Reading  
(Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7) 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 

Thus says the Lord: 
 

Here is my servant whom I uphold, 
my chosen one in whom my soul delights. 
I have endowed him with my spirit 
that he may bring true justice to the nations. 
 

He does not cry out or shout aloud, 
or make his voice heard in the streets. 
He does not break the crushed reed, 
nor quench the wavering flame. 
 

Faithfully he brings true justice; 
he will neither waver, nor be crushed 
until true justice is established on earth, 
for the islands are awaiting his law. 
 

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause of 
right; 
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;  
I have appointed you as covenant of the people 
and light of the nations, 
 

to open the eyes of the blind, 
to free captives from prison, 
and those who live in darkness from the 
dungeon. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  
(Ps  28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11) 
 

(R.) The Lord will bless his people with 
peace. 
 

1. O give the Lord you sons of God, give the Lord 
glory and power; give the Lord the glory of his 
name. Adore the Lord in his holy court. (R.) 
 

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters, the 
Lord on the immensity of waters; the voice of the 
Lord, full of power, the voice of the Lord, full of 
splendour. (R.) 
 

3. The God of glory thunders. In his temple they all 
cry: ‘Glory!’ The Lord sat enthroned over the flood; 
the Lord sits as king for ever. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  
(Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38) 
 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 
 

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The 
truth I have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that 
God does not have favourites, but that anybody of 
any nationality who fears God and does what is 
right is acceptable to him. 

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel, 
and it was to them that the good news of peace was 
brought by Jesus Christ – but Jesus Christ is Lord 
of all men. You must have heard about the recent 
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth 
and how he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was 
with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing 
all who had fallen into the power of the devil.’ 
 

Gospel Acclamation (See Mark 9:8) 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice 
was heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel (Matthew 3:13-17) 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 
 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be 
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is 
I who need baptism from you,’ he said ‘and yet you 
come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this 
for the time being; it is fitting that we should, in 
this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At 
this, John gave in to him. 
 

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the 
water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming down on him. A voice spoke from heaven, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
him.’ 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

LATEST NEWS FROM OUR  
SAFEGUARDING PROMOTERS 11 January 2026 

 

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture of safeguarding within the Parish. This 
week our focus is on Working With Children Check (WWCC) 
 

In New South Wales (NSW), a Working With Children Check (WWCC) is not generally required for 
working with vulnerable adults, unless the role also involves working with children. The WWCC is 
specifically designed to protect children under 18 and is mandatory only for jobs or volunteering that 
involve child-related work such as teachers (school, pre-school, music, dance), sports coaches, tutors, 
nannies, faith leaders and children's entertainers. 
 

For roles that involve working with vulnerable adults, different background checks may apply, 
depending on the sector. For example, workers in the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) are 
required to have an NDIS Worker Check, which assesses whether a person poses a risk to people with 
disability. Similarly, those working in aged care may need to complete an Aged Care Worker Screening 
Check, which focuses on protecting older people from abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 
In New South Wales (NSW), a National Police Check is often required for people working 
with vulnerable adults, but whether it is legally mandatory depends on the role, industry, and employer. 
 

Even when not legally required, employers may request a police check as part of their duty of care and 
risk management, especially when workers have close, unsupervised, or ongoing contact with 
vulnerable adults. 

2026 Introductory Course in 
Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 

 

The CPE Introductory course is run over 
a period of five weeks (each Monday), 
commencing on Monday, 2 February 
2026 at Mackillop Parish, Charlestown 
from 9:00am to 4:00pm.  
 

Topics covered include Pastoral Care, 
Listening, Self-Awareness, Grief, 
Healing & Illness and Community. The 
course is also a pre-requisite for anyone 
considering a role in hospital chaplaincy.  
 

Enquiries for this course can be directed 
to Fr. Roger Zohrab at 
rzohrab@bigpond.com 

Funeral & Bereavement Team 
 

Across the pastoral region we hold several funerals a year.  
 

To assist in the ongoing ministry of supporting in the planning of 
funerals together with the ongoing pastoral support to those who 
have lost loved ones...I'm inviting anyone interested in this ministry 
to attend an information morning at the St Joseph’s Church 
Toronto on Thursday 22nd January at 2:00pm. 
 

Training will be provided.  
 

If you are unable to attend, please email me.  



 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 

St Mary’s Primary School K-6 
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

Ph: 02 4948 8770 
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au 
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/ 

Principal: Liz Starling 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6 
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay 

P: 02 4959 1355 
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nikki Norley 
 

St John Vianney Primary School K-6 
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset 

P: 02 4973 4073 
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mark Konik 
 

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12 
70 Primrose Street, Booragul 

P: 02 4958 6711 
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nick Wickham  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

Finance Committee 
TBA, 

 

Parish Council Meeting 
TBA 

 

Promotion of Safeguarding 
Contact  Maryanne, Joy, Peta or Nathan 

Via the office 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Lakeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot 

accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

Mass Collections - Thank you 
 

First Collection supports our 
priests: 
BSB: 066 739 
Account Number: 100004062 
Account Name: Morisset Parish 
Presbytery 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Second Collection supports our 
parish: 
BSB:066 739 
Account Number: 100004064  
Account Name: Morisset Parish Church 
Reference: PG# + Surname or Surname 

WELCOME 
Welcome to St John Vianney Parish, anyone who is visiting the Lake 
Macquarie Region during the Summer School Holidays.  We hope you 
have a safe and enjoyable time with us. 
St John Vianney Church Morisset has an “audio loop” for people with 
hearing aids with the “T” setting. Further information may be obtained 
from the Parish Web site. www.vianneymorisset.org.au 
The parish has Eftpos Machines. ‘Tap & go. Anyone who is familiar with 
Eftpos terminals should have no trouble with the machines. 
 
ROSTERED MINISTRIES 
It is again time to revisit our Rostered Ministries for 2026. If you have 
been involved in the various 2025 ministries, now is the time to indicate 
your willingness to continue, change your ministry, or have some time out.  
Now the Saturday Vigil is at Cooranbong, ministries may need to change. 
Volunteer Forms are available at the back of the church, or you may 
complete the Form ‘online’ by clicking on the  Sign-Up Check-in Form 
Button on our website homepage. You can also access the current roster by 
clicking it’s button on our website homepage. 
 
EASTER 
Easter is a ‘movable feast’ so it doesn’t happen on the same date from year 
to year. In the Gregorian calendar, it is always observed on a Sunday 
between March 22 and April 25. Ash Wednesday 2026 is 18th 
February. Easter Sunday 2026 falls on April 5. 
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2026 
The 2026 W.D of Prayer will be hosted by SDA Memorial Church 
Cooranbong, Friday 6th March 2026.-The Theme is  I Will Give You 
Rest: Come” Prepared by WDP Nigeria. More details as the date 
draws closer. 
 
RITE OF ELECTION ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT. 
When 1.30 pm - Sunday 22 February  
Where Sacred Heart Cathedral 841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 
 
WITH A LIGHT HEART 
A Catholic School History teacher was teaching the class about Henry VIII 
and his break with the Catholic Church of Rome when he wanted to Annul 
his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, his first wife, to marry Anne Boleyn. 
The teacher looked around the classroom and saw Johnny aimlessly 
looking out of the window, obviously not paying attention. "Johnny!" The 
teacher exclaimed "What nationality was Catherine of Aragon?" Johnny 
replied "Irish, Sir!" The teacher exclaimed, angrily "Irish, what makes you 
think that Catherine of Aragon was from Ireland?" Johnny answered 
"Well, with a name like Catherine O'Faragon she'd hardly be anything 
else!"  
 

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at 
home, especially those living with a life threatening disease, 
may they know the healing presence of Christ:  
Jackie Purnell, Miriam English, Jennene Mallett,  June Gillett,                      
Bill Fenton, Jayden Sanders, Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney,                           
Maureen Luxford, Steve McKay,  Nancy Overton, Ross Dickson, Mary 
Monaghan, Clare Wallington, Donna Hazzard, Pam Mullaly,  Tintumol 
Thomas, Peter Martyn, Bruce Gillett. 
Please contact the office once a person is well again. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life 
may they always be in our prayers. 

http://www.vianneymorisset.org.au

