5TH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C SUNDAY 3RD APRIL 2022
‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a stone at her’. One of the classic answers of all time. In
todays Gospel, Jesus refuses to condemn a woman caught in adultery.
We are living in a time that requires radical shift to embrace a new equitable, sustainable, shared life with, and for, all. Just as
Pope Francis calls for a new politics of inclusion in the light of the systemic inequalities in the world, we also need men and women of
deep empathy, solidarity and communion which is at the core of our Christian tradition, as opposed to individualism and selfinterest .
The Word of God presents a vision of the world where God envisions a different way of being and
relating for his people. We are called to be a community where human flourishing, transformation and
wholeness for all, is not only desirable but indeed possible.
The world is complex and conflicted. We have to make value judgments all the time. But that is
different from judging the lives and motives of others. It seems easier to pass judgment on other people.
How hard it is for us to see our own true selves?

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
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UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
3rd April 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
5th April 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Wednesday 6th April 7pm
Reconciliation— Morisset
Sunday
10th April 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
12th April 7pm
Mass— Morisset
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE
WE ENCOURAGE

• MASK WEARING
• PHYSICAL DISTANCING
• HAND SANITISING
• STAY HOME IF SICK
We are able to safely seat 100 people at
Morisset and provide the option to pre-book in
for services for those who would like to be
guaranteed a seat. To pre-book use the Book
for Services button on the Parish Website, or
the Eventbrite App or Eventbrite Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or call
the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm
Weekdays.

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

THE ADULTEROUS WOMEN -REFLECTION.
‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the
first to throw a stone at her’. In today’s Gospel, Jesus
refuses to condemn a woman caught in adultery.
In the story, the scribes and the Pharisees provide “Exhibit
A” by producing a woman caught in adultery, a sin so
disruptive to the stability of the community, that it merited,
death by stoning under the l aw.
The scribes and Pharisees are setting up a situation of
violence that was accepted in Jesus’ time: the stoning of a
person to death, caught in adultery. We will probably read
the story like we always have. We don’t really think about this
hideous form of execution. How can one human being, do
that to another?
We are painfully aware of how violent the world is. There
are acts of mass violence perpetrated by individuals and
groups. There are acts of individual violence. No country on
earth is spared.
Jesus challenges those ready to throw stones at the woman
to look inside their own hearts, and he shines a spotlight on
their own consciences. But by putting the focus on the
woman’s accusers, Jesus is highlighting their hypocrisy,
pointing out to them that they need to change their own
hearts before they start pointing the finger of blame at
anyone else. Jesus sits with the woman in her vulnerability
and defends her dignity.
Lent is the time when we endeavour to live more intensely
and purposefully, the call to empty ourselves of all that
prevents us from growing fully in Christ. The challenge for us
today, is to follow the example of Jesus, and to be the Church
we are meant to be.
Let us stand united with one another, with men and women
of goodwill in working for the coming of the Kingdom. Let us
stand united with Pope Francis who has given us a strong and
prophetic leadership on peace, justice, and the care of our
common home. He has challenged us to replace indifference
with compassion, ignorance with respect and suspicion with
love.
John France

the opportunity to listen deeply to and reflect on the stories
from across our whole Diocese.”
MNnews: How does this year’s Way of the Cross differ from
previous instances?
Brendon: “In recent years, the Stations of the Cross were
dramatised by different groups from across the Diocese. This
year, we wanted to share real life stories of mission and
outreach that are happening every day, across our parishes,
schools, agencies and fellow Christian churches. These are the
stories that inspire and move us to continue working for the
transformation of our world.”
MNnews: How does the Diocese’s Church without Walls
Mission and Outreach program relate to the Way of the Cross?
Brendon: “‘Church without Walls’ is an invitation to the
whole community to encounter the stories of mission and
outreach that take place across our Diocese every single day.
During the Way of the Cross, we will hear stories from some of
the spaces ‘outside the walls’ that our mission takes us. We’ll
hear stories from those who journey with those in need, we’ll
stand in solidarity with communities that are suffering, and
we’ll be invited to look beyond the walls of our own hearts.
The stories are drawn from our parishes, schools, agencies,
and fellow Christian churches.
This is the heart of our Synod Journey. As we listen deeply to
the stories of our communities, we are also moved to
respond.”
Event Details Date: Sunday, 3 April 202 Time: 3.00PM
Location: St Joseph’s Parish Church, 140 Wangi Road, Toronto
Afternoon tea will be provided. For more information, contact
Brendon Mannyx: brendon.mannyx@mn.catholic.org.au.

Fifth Sunday of Lent

ECUMENICAL WAY OF THE CROSS
Join us on Sunday as we walk through the last moments of
Jesus’ earthly life with the Ecumenical Way of the Cross.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED MARCH 29, 2022
We will hear personal stories in response to Jesus’ invitation
to follow him. These stories of mission and outreach will
come from across our Diocese as well as our fellow Christian
Churches.
We spoke with the Diocese’s Manager of Mission and Outreach, Brendon Mannyx, on how this year’s Way of the Cross
will be different than usual.
MNnews: What can attendees expect at this year’s Ecumenical Way of the Cross?
Brendon: “Every year, the Diocesan community gathers during Lent to take time to reflect on the final moments of Jesus’
earthly life. Traditionally, this would involve walking through
the bushland at St Joseph’s, Toronto as we visited the fourteen Stations of the Cross. Unfortunately, due to the heavy
rain predicted this week and on Sunday, we have moved the
event into the parish church. This may be a blessing in disguise as this year’s Way of the Cross picks up the theme of
‘Church without Walls’ and we have invited 14 storytellers to
share their stories in response to the respective gospels at
each station. The intimate setting in the church will give us

Shaniella 23, grew up in a remote village in the
Solomon Islands in a province which has limited
educational and job opportunities – and one of the
country’s highest poverty rates. After leaving school, she
decided to move closer to the capital city, Honiara, to
study
hospitality
and
tourism.
However,
her
vocational training school was hit by a landslide and
cyclone in quick succession, destroying its water
supply system and the vegetable garden that it relies on
for food.
With your generous support, Caritas Australia has
helped the school to install water tanks, re-establish its
garden and provided training in disaster risk
reduction. Shaniella can now complete her job skills
training and the school has enough food and water for
its students.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 so this
transformational
program
can
continue
to
empower and strengthen vulnerable communities For
All Future Generations.
Together, we can help
challenges today and
Future Generations.
Compassion donation
from your Parish, by
calling 1800 024 413.

vulnerable communities face their
build a better tomorrow For All
You can donate through Project
boxes and envelopes available
visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by

FAITH MATTERS: Don't be afraid to speak the truth
Gloria Peacock from St. Joseph’s Parish, Kilaben Bay, Toronto, was inspired by the words 'Don't be afraid to speak the
truth' from Sr Joan Chittister and speaks of how this value and
an ecumenical outlook, has played out in her own faith journey.
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED MARCH 29, 2022
I am the eldest of five children from a traditional Goan Catholic family. Though a large part of our lives was spent in the
UK, my parents had Eastern values with the eldest girl helping
out with cooking and cleaning. My brothers were excused
from such chores ‘because they were boys’. I was mostly compliant, apart from arguing with my father on one memorable
occasion when he forbade me to attend my Protestant friend’s
confirmation service. I questioned his reasoning, he could not
answer but I did not go.
Fast forward to my university days, I was studying Psychology, and Chris, my future husband, was doing a Masters of Engineering. I recall the strident argument we had on our first
date. Despite this fiery start, we found enough common
ground to decide to spend our lives together. We have three
children: Benjamin, Joseph and Sophie.
We were both Catholic and shared a commitment to social
justice issues: from being members of Amnesty International
while at university and writing letters to people in power, including in the Church, that never got answered; to more recently, advocating for asylum seekers.
Soon after the Tampa crisis in 2001, Chris joined a small
group of brave nuns holding placards in the Newcastle CBD.
More recently, I added my support to a small but dedicated
group from the local Uniting Church, holding placards on a
busy intersection in Toronto, as friends of 'Grandmothers
Against the Detention of Refugee Children'.
Looking back, I think I found my voice at university through
watching fellow students question lecturers (authority figures)
and realising that it was OK! By the second year, I was querying accepted assumptions, with the best of my peers!
Over the years I have grown in confidence to be upfront and
honest, especially when I perceive insensitivity or discrimination in communities and organisations in which I am involved.
However, I often still doubt myself: Am I being too intrusive in
drawing attention to what I believe is wrong, or could be done
better? Do people want to hear my opinions? What if they
don’t like what I have to say or worse still, what if they end up
not liking me?
In the early years of our marriage, I concentrated on raising
the children, while Chris worked hard to establish his career.
That was the pattern back then. We left the UK and lived overseas, following Chris’ engineering work: Iraq, Indonesia and
then Australia. We were in Indonesia for seven years, and I
taught at Internationals Schools, attended by expatriate children, including our own.

The main religion in Indonesia is Islam. Catholics are one of
the largest Christian denominations, with Mass said in Bahasa,
the national language. As a result, we became involved in services in English, led by ministers (married men, as well as
women) of the Anglican, Baptist and Pentecostal Churches.
As we participated in these services, we were exposed to
direct readings of the Scriptures, from both the Old and New
Testaments. We began to discover books of the Old Testament, and passages of the New Testament, that were outside
the regular readings at Mass, and that we were unfamiliar
with. We also attended regular Bible Studies.
A special treat for me was attending Women's Retreats,
where gifted women preached, participants sang with uplifted
arms, and prayed with enthusiasm and joy.
It was the first time I had seen Handel’s Alleluia Chorus sung
as a form of praise! This faith was alive and I felt so blessed to
be there, as did other Indonesian Catholic attendees, who
went to their local Priest and asked if they could have similar
services and prayer meetings.
They were chastised for attending such services and told that
these services were misguided and could lead them away from
their faith.
When Chris and I reflected on what we had learned along the
way, we realised that we had gone to Indonesia for work, but
God had a different agenda for us: we were involved with Ecumenical worshippers who lived out their Christian faith, with
many core beliefs and prayers, similar to our Catholic tradition. Instead of a ‘threat’ to our faith, as many Catholics
feared, they were PLUs = People Like Us!
Coming back to Australia in the mid-80s, our family moved
around NSW, again following Chris’s work projects. Over 30
years, we lived in many beautiful places, including Cooma,
Goulburn, Bathurst, Nambucca Heads, Newcastle and Maitland/Rutherford. Finally, we retired to Fassifern in Lake Macquarie. Due to our itinerant lifestyle, we experienced different
Catholic parishes and noticed that many parishes seemed to
lack a sense of community, with most people taking off
straight after Mass.
Our experience in Cooma was an exception, thanks to the
friendliness of one couple. They noticed a new family, welcomed us after Mass and invited us round for a cuppa. This
experience encouraged us to be conscious of new people at
our Kilaben Bay Church, which we have attended since 2013.
We were very pleased to be involved in the Parish as it took
active steps to increase a sense of community. We are welcomed when we first arrived, we are encouraged to wear
name badges, and to regularly change our favourite sitting
spot in the pews, towards getting to know different people;
and we are reminded to greet people before and after services. There is a friendly buzz in the Church before Mass!
COVID-willing, we will soon be able to offer a cuppa again.
Often in my life, I have felt it necessary to speak out over
things that seem unfair, or could be done better, particularly in
our Church. When in Goulburn, we had a visiting priest who
kick-started Family Groups in the Parish. He encouraged parishioners to focus on their own Catholic faith, and not be
‘swayed’ by involvement in other traditions.
After his presentation, I shared my spiritual journey in Indonesia, and the fact that my experience of worship and community with non-Catholic Christians had contributed to me being
more committed to my faith, “It is because of them that I am
here today.” He did not apologise, but I did not hear him repeat those ideas that weekend.

However, his comments made me reflect on where my loyalty lay: with the Catholic Church or with Christ? I concluded
that my commitment to Christ came first.
On a more recent occasion, I shared my frustrations with my
Parish about the prayers of the faithful. To my ears, whilst the
intentions were undoubtedly worthy, the wording of the regular prayers seemed so predictable and unrelated to ‘real’, everyday concerns. I was concerned that many just tune out. How
could we have a general prayer for peace in the world, with no
mention of the crisis in Ukraine, which is on our daily TV
screens and could impact on all our lives if the conflict blows
up?
Like all of us, I have had my trials of faith: the major milestone for me was when our daughter told us that she was converting to the Islamic faith. Both Chris and I were dismayed,
but I was devastated and struggled greatly. I could not understand why she had ‘rejected’ Jesus’ way. Where did we go
wrong as Catholic Christian parents? I felt helpless, guilty &
drained: where was God?
I was sharing my desolation with a friend from the Uniting
Church one day. He asked if I had considered Spiritual Direction and said that there were some excellent Spiritual Directors at the Convent in Lochinvar, just up the road from Rutherford, where we were living at the time.
And so began my journey into Spiritual Direction over many
months, with a sensitive, gifted and deeply spiritual woman,
Sr. Lynette Pearce. Through her guidance, I began to find inner
peace and recognised a loving God of all times, both joyful and
tragic, and a God of many faith traditions. God was there all
along, just in a different shade, and I was colour blind, with
dismay & fear!
My daughter continues to be a devout Muslim, and I have
accepted that her chosen path to worship God is different
from mine. These days, we regularly share a prayer of intercession, in our different ways.
In early 2016, Chris lost his battle with cancer, and it took me
a while to ‘bounce back’ without the companionship of my life
partner of 44 years. Our children, close friends, local Church
community, weekly Mass and regular activities, all contributed
to me achieving, over time, a sense of normality.
Some of my other struggles are more difficult to address: I
often despair at how stuck we Catholics are in our ways and
change seems so hard. My greatest wish is that we could become a more inclusive, loving and dynamic Church, genuinely
open to the many varied and individual gifts of all God’s people.
As a laywoman, I feel so frustrated when we pray for vocations, and I see the wisdom and spiritual gifts of so many in the
Church, especially women, ignored. I want to yell: they are
here! Please can we open our eyes!
Despite my frustrations, I continue to worship in the Catholic
Church, because there is much that I love about our faith traditions and especially the many people in my worshipping community, whom I care for and who care for me. But I will continue to strive for us Catholics to be more accepting and relevant
to the needs of the community in the 2020s, both inside and
outside the Church, as well as the needs of the wider world,
that we are part of.
Pope Francis is one of my heroes! He upholds the Catholic
faith whilst at the same time, embracing those of many faiths
who love God, and those on the fringes: the poor, the abused,
the refugees, our struggling environment - all of Creation.
It seems to me that his ideas are not always welcomed by

some in the more traditional and established corners of the
Catholic Church, but he speaks the truth as he sees it.
I believe that we all have a role to play in shining a light on
things in our Church that could be done differently, and perhaps even for the better. We all share a part of the Truth, we
need to speak our own and listen attentively to that of the
other.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
PALM SUNDAY— 10TH APRIL
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 14TH APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 15TH APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 16TH APRIL
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION—17TH APRIL
ANZAC DAY—25TH APRIL
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL
SAINT PETER CHANEL— 28TH APRIL
SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA— 29TH APRIL
SAINT ATHANASIUS— 2ND MAY
CALL TO SUPPORT THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION
The 1st collections in 2020-21 are 67% of the 2018-19 1st
collection, which is a 33% reduction. The first two quarters of
2021-22 show the decline continuing. We wish to thank
those who have continued to support the Clergy and are
asking for those who are not doing so to consider making
contributions to support the Clergy / 1st Collection at Mass in
the BLUE bucket or electronically using the following Bank
Account Details are: Account Name: CDF 96020 Presbytery
BSB: 062815 Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support
for our Parish during these very different times. Anyone can
deposit directly into the Parish Account our bank Account
details are: Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish
BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd
Collection or 5004 PG and Giver Number.
Or alternatively you can use the online parish payments
button on the Parish Website Home page
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Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Reg Callinan,
Koby Smith, Patricia Jones.
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fifth Sunday of Lent Year C
Sunday 03 Apr 2022

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be God
who has reconciled us through Christ
and renews us by his grace.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we call upon the mercy of the Lord
in this season of repentance and renewal.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

The Lord is rich in mercy and kindness.
Let us prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word
and praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.

Leader:

Lord Jesus, you are our beginning and end: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you suffered for our sake: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you show us the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God our help
we stand in your presence
set free from sin
because of the love of Jesus.
May your grace give us strength
so that we may reach out to others
who need your love and forgiveness.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Is 43:16-21
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I am doing a new thing and I will give drink to my people.

Thus says the Lord,
who made a way through the sea,
a path in the great waters;
who put chariots and horse in the field
and a powerful army,
which lay there never to rise again,
snuffed out, put out like a wick:
No need to recall the past,
no need to think about what was done before.
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See, I am doing a new deed,
even now it comes to light; can you not see it?
Yes, I am making a road in the wilderness,
paths in the wilds.
The wild beasts will honour me,
jackals and ostriches,
because I am putting water in the wilderness
(rivers in the wild)
to give my chosen people drink.
The people I have formed for myself
will sing my praises.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 125. R. v.3
(R.) The Lord has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy.
1. When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage,
it seemed like a dream.
Then was our mouth filled with laughter,
on our lips there were songs. (R.)
2. The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels
the Lord worked for them!’
What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad. (R.)
3. Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage
as streams in dry land.
Those who are sowing in tears
will sing when they reap. (R.)
4. They go out, they go out, full of tears,
carrying seed for the sowing:
they come back, they come back, full of song,
carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading
Phil 3:8-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
Because of Christ I look upon everything else as useless in order to gain him.

I believe nothing can happen that will outweigh the supreme advantage of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For him I have accepted the loss of everything, and I look on everything as so
much rubbish if only I can have Christ and be given a place in him. I am no longer trying for
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perfection by my own efforts, the perfection that comes from the Law, but I want only the
perfection that comes through faith in Christ, and is from God and based on faith. All I want
is to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and to share his sufferings by
reproducing the pattern of his death. That is the way I can hope to take my place in the
resurrection of the dead. Not that I have become perfect yet: I have not yet won, but I am
still running, trying to capture the prize for which Christ Jesus captured me. I can assure you
my brothers, I am far from thinking that I have already won. All I can say is that I forget the
past and I strain ahead for what is still to come; I am racing for the finish, for the prize to
which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 8:1-11
Let the person without sin be the first to throw a stone.

Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. At daybreak he appeared in the Temple again; and as all
the people came to him, he sat down and began to teach them.
The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman along who had been caught committing
adultery; and making her stand there in full view of everybody, they said to Jesus, ‘Master,
this woman was caught in the very act of committing adultery, and Moses has ordered us in
the Law to condemn women like this to death by stoning. What have you to say?’ They
asked him this as a test, looking for something to use against him. But Jesus bent down and
started writing on the ground with his finger. As they persisted with their question, he
looked up and said, ‘If there is one of you who has not sinned, let him be the first to throw a
stone at her.’ Then he bent down and wrote on the ground again. When they heard this
they went away one by one, beginning with the eldest, until Jesus was left alone with the
woman, who remained standing there. He looked up and said, ‘Woman, where are they?
Has no one condemned you?’ ‘No one, sir,’ she replied. ‘Neither do I condemn you,’ said
Jesus ‘go away, and don’t sin any more.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Why do you think this passage is selected for use during Lent?
Q. What one word would you use to describe what this passage is about?
Page | 4

Q. What’s the effect of Jesus challenging the woman’s actions rather than condemning
them?
Q. How is it possible to go against the tide and challenge group behaviour or group
thinking?
Q. Why was it the eldest in the crowd who walked away first?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Brothers and sisters, let us make our prayers before the Lord, who saves us from
all sin.
Reader:
That the Holy Church will continue to bring love and mercy to those in need of
compassion.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That leaders of government make good decisions about sharing resources for
the good of all in need.
(pause)
In your mercy:
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All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those discerning who will be called to be Bishop for our Church of MaitlandNewcastle: May the Holy Spirit be their guide.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That for all those who have been effected by wars past and present or suffered
any form of loss and pain: that God’s Holy Spirit will surround them with
healing and peace.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer
Reader:
That those who are judged or discriminated against may receive true
consideration and empathy.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That we will be blessed with wisdom and humility, and the ability to see God’s
creation with the eyes of faith. May our support of Project Compassion enable
us to produce fruit that will last.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That the sick will see the mercy of God. We remember especially those in our
community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who have died will live forever with the Lord, especially those in our
community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: God our Father, your Son Jesus Christ shows compassion and forgiveness. Hear
our prayers and help us to remain free from sin and full of justice and compassion for
all. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, Project Compassion Resources.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord bless us
in all things through Christ
so that we may work together
in loving service.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace.
All:

Thanks be to God.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
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