
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C  SUNDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2021 
              

Today’s Gospel Jesus tells us to be ready because, at an hour we do not expect, the Son of Man will come.  
 
Christians are called to live in a strange state of physical balance, loving life and every bit of God’s creation, while 
holding it lightly, because we know it is destined for transformation.  
 
Advent invites us to remember the long and the short of it. We look to Christ’s return in glory, but don’t worry about 
the details. Instead we keep Isaiah’s vision in mind, allowing it to lead us to participate in making the things of this 
earth all that they can be.  
 
Advent calls us to go forward, with hope always in the future. Tradition points the way, but 
can change in the face of surprises. So there is no staying behind to defend the past, 
 or to think we can control the trajectory of history to keep everything the same.  
 
Advent is about renewal and adaptation.   
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   28th November  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  30th November  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  5th December  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  7th December  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Register your place via the Book for Services 
button on the Parish Website, or the                  
Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com. 
 
CHECK-IN 
Everyone is required to check-in via a QR 
Code when they come to the Church, Office 
or Callinan Centre. 
 
MASKS 
Everyone over the age of 12 is required to 
wear a Mask that covers the nose and 
mouth indoors or while waiting to come 
inside. 
 
CHRISTMAS 2021 VOLUNTEERS 
If you are able to help please complete the 
sign-up form via the button on the parish 
website or take one of the forms at the back 
of the church. 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR 1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT   YR C       
28TH NOVEMBER 2021 

 There is no mistaking it --our Priest is wearing Purple 
Vestments, there is a festive wreath with candles, seasonal 
Hymns & NO Gloria being recited --ALL these clues signal the 

start of Advent and a new Liturgical Year.  
The early Christians expected the Lord's return in glory to 

be very soon, but St Paul explained to them that He was                
delaying the coming for a good reason, to give them the                  
opportunity to grow in love & make progress in the kind of 
life they were meant to live. 

All the readings today carry a message of Hope, despite 
some of the apocalyptic descriptions, which, if we take them 
literally, might cause us to shake with fear.  

Firstly, we hear Jeremiah delivering God's promise of a 
new era of justice & integrity. 

Jeremiah, the prophet, was called to minister to the                      
people in the southern kingdom of Judah, which eventually 
failed, then, when the city was sacked, the people were exiled 
to Babylon & eventually he was exiled to Egypt.  

It's not surprising then, that his preaching was full of                   
laments, warnings & threats of disaster, but amongst all of 
these were some oracles of HOPE  -- one of which is con-
tained in today's short passage- notably spoken in God's 
voice. 

In the Psalm, continuing this theme of HOPE,  we hear the 
prayer of an individual appealing to God in a time of trial - - 
perhaps echoing the thoughts of all of us at this particular 
time in our own troubled, uncertain world. This overriding 
confidence in God's proven faithfulness is indeed a prayer of 
peaceful trust, reinforcing Jeremiah's message. 

So, following the earlier readings aimed at arousing &                 
uplifting us to feel comforted & confident, the picture                    
presented to us in the Gospel is one of cosmic upheaval & 
sudden judgement at the END time! However, reassurance is 
there with the promise of liberation through PRAYER, HOPE & 
VIGILANCE 

In Advent, we don't pretend that we are waiting for Jesus 
to be born in a stable- that happened once in history & will 
not happen again--a 1 off Historical Event-- but we remember 
that birth as we remember our own birthdays. That God who 
came among us is STILL with us, as He promised. 

Advent's invitation is to become ever more aware of the 
all-pervading presence of the risen Jesus , as Emmanuel , GOD
-AMONG-US. 

We need to meet the God of Advent in the successes,       
failures, struggles & decisions of human living. Christ will 
come again to "undo" past suffering & set things right. 

Let us use these weeks  to review our lives & attitudes & 
be ready for that day when our Saviour will come to set us 
free. 

The image of the Last Judgement when Christ returns is 
not primarily a picture of terror, but an image of hope. Jesus 
often said "Fear not" & "Do not be afraid" so the message is 
clear ! 

How do we respond to the invitation to "stay awake" & 
"be prepared" ? 

How do we read the signs of the times, especially 
those  important in our community? 

How will we change our ways to welcome "GOD-AMONG-
US ? 

                                                         Heather White.    
 

SPEAKING TO EMMAUS RECIPIENT, RYAN GATO 
The Emmaus Awards are a very rich part of the culture of 

Catholic schools. They recognise and celebrate the significant 
contribution made by our staff in the Catholic Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle. 

RYAN GATO PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 12, 2021 
Ryan Gato, EMMAUS recipient in 2013, recently reminisced 

on what the recognition and celebration meant to him and 
shares where his career has taken him since.  
Tell us when and what did you win an EMMAUS Awards for? 

I received an Emmaus award for ‘First Five Years of          
Teaching - Excellence in Teaching’ in 2013. 
What did it mean to you winning the award? 

Receiving the award was an absolute privilege, but there 
was also an element of shock. I still remember receiving the 
call from former Director of Schools, Ray Collins, who told me 
that I was the recipient before making a more public                    
announcement. As he spoke and listed the reasons why I was 
being presented with this award, I couldn’t help but feel             
extremely proud and honoured, but I was also incredibly 
thankful that others had recognised some of the initiatives 
that we were trying to foster and promote in both my school 
and throughout the diocese. 
What have you done since winning the award? 

Since winning the award I have remained in the education 
sector, however, in 2014 I was successful in gaining a new          
position outside the diocese and working nationally for Marist 
Schools Australia. Although still working within schools, my 
role differed in that I was no longer teaching students in the 
classroom but working with staff and executive in Faith                   
Formation. This aligned even more closely my love of the 
Christian faith, strengthening my passion and commitment to 
Catholic education. 
What is your role now at the Diocese? 

I have recently moved back to the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle where I am now working as an Education Officer 
(Formation) in the Religious Education and Spirituality Services 
Team at the Catholic Schools Office. It is wonderful to be back 
and to work with familiar faces once again, but also seeing the 
incredible growth and new youth in our school teaching staff. 
Working in this privileged space of Formation allows me to 
continue to work in a field that supports, invites, and                              
encourages our schools to flourish as centres of                                   
evangelisation. 
What would you say to anyone considering entering the                 
EMMAUS Awards? 

The wonderful thing about the Emmaus awards is that they 
do not just simply recognise the dedicated work of our                   
teachers, but rather all people who work in our communities 
that demonstrate a love and commitment for Catholic                         
Education. If we believe that all have a role in the education of 
young people, and we do, then all have the capacity to                     
transform their hearts and minds. Daniel O’Leary once                    
commented: “our holy task is not so much to fill their heads 
with new information… but rather lead them, as the mother 
does the baby, to the edge of their own divine possibilities.” 
This is our call and vocation. And as a previous Emmaus                       
recipient, I simply believed and committed myself to this 
cause, and I believe all have the potential to do so. 
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/ryan-gato/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/


WEEKDAY MASSES 
From this coming Tuesday 30th November 2021 our Tuesday 
weekday Masses will resume at 9.30am in our Morisset 
Church. Register your place via Eventbrite. 
 
RECONCILIATION SERVICE 
A Reconciliation Service will be held on Wednesday 15th      
December at 7pm in our Morisset Church. Register your 
place via Eventbrite. 
 
HOW COVID RESTRICTIONS AFFECT OUR SEATING 
Under the COVID restrictions we are still required to                   
maintain physical distancing of 1.5m between seated           
persons. Due to the configuration of our Pews and them     
being less than 1 metre apart we have had to use a checker 
board seating plan which means we are unable to                         
kneel or reconfigure seating to accommodate households on 
the fly. It also means that we are unable to have our full          
capacity under the 2sq metre rule.  
 
THE GREAT DIVIDE 

The idea that supporting euthanasia is progressive, and 
opposing it is conservative, is obsolete. In fact, any 
thoughtful progressive should be worried about where the 
rush towards voluntary assisted dying (VAD) is taking us. 
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 23, 2021 

In September, Queensland became the fifth Australian 
state to adopt VAD. NSW looks set to follow soon. The             
Independent Member for Sydney, Alex Greenwich, has            
introduced his bill – co-sponsored by 12 Labor MPs – and it is 
being debated in the Lower House. The new Premier,                
Dominic Perrottet, has assured Liberal MPs they will have a 
conscience vote and an Upper House committee will                           
examine the bill in detail. 

Generally, this is reported as a victory for the left, part 
of the gradual progressive shift that inevitably occurs over 
time. But even if we are to accept that this left versus right 
framing of VAD was accurate in the past, it doesn’t hold in 
2021. The critical factor that’s changed over the past decade 
is medical science, primarily in the field of palliative care. 

You’ve probably never heard of intrathecal care. It’s a 
new drug-delivery method palliative care specialists use in 
which a catheter is inserted near the spinal cord, similar to 
an epidural. It enables pain relief while allowing mobility and 
lucidity. Likewise, you may not know about nerve blocking, 
where pain specialists inject a numbing substance into a 
group of nerves. 

These kinds of medical advances change the game on 
end-of-life care. When most of us think of palliative care, we 
picture a nurse increasing the morphine dose until a                         
bed-bound patient slips into a barely responsive state. But 
palliative care specialists administering modern pain treat-
ment doesn’t just manage psychoexistential suffering – it 
extends life. 

So why is this relevant to the left-right debate? Because 

only a tiny fraction of our population has access to this                    
modern palliative care. If you are among the privileged few 
who are very wealthy, live in the right area, or have great 
health insurance, you can get access to life-extending                         
modern palliative treatments. With them, you can likely make 
the most of almost every day that modern medicine enables 
you to have. You can use that time to connect meaningfully 
with family and friends, do the things you love, arrange your 
affairs, and plan your legacy. 

But if you’re poor, live in the wrong area and have no 
health insurance, your chance of accessing modern palliative 
care is close to nil. If you are offered any end-of-life care – 
and there’s no guarantee you will be – it will look far more 
like the 20th-Century model than the modern possibilities. 

We could fix this. The Australian Medical Association 
estimates it would cost about an extra $275 million a year to 
make quality supportive care available to all terminally ill 
Australians who need it. So, it’s expensive, but certainly                 
possible. It’s a choice that a progressive government could 
and should make. 

Instead, what we are offering the majority is death. I 
understand the apparent logic of this. If someone we care for 
– perhaps our mother, partner, or even our child – is gravely 
ill and suffering, it is a natural compassionate response to 
want to grant a peaceful release. But we must recognise that 
death is not the only release option available today. 

Surely any progressive and compassionate government 
in 2021 should be pushing for the average person to get            
modern palliative care, long before they get access to death. 
If we continue along the path we’re on, you can easily project 
the result if we offer VAD and not modern supportive care.               
It will be a society in which terminally ill rich people get to 
extend their lives, achieve some level of closure and peace, 
and then die without pain. Terminally ill poor people, on the 
other hand, will be increasingly pressured to shuffle off and 
die quickly, “with dignity”. 

A person who doesn’t have a loving family around them 
might well feel steered towards ending their life through          
assisted dying. We see this in Canada, where almost one in 
six people said loneliness influenced their decision to die 
through medical assistance. 

If voluntary assisted dying becomes available and                       
normalised, governments won’t feel the pressure to expand 
palliative care and the support it offers. 

If my friends and colleagues in parliaments voting on 
VAD laws don’t factor in quantum advances in palliative care, 
they will risk accidentally adopting a position that’s a betrayal 
of average citizens. 

Author: John Watkins is the chair of Catholic Health              
Australia and former Labor deputy premier of NSW. 

This edition went to print at the end of October, prior to 
the Lower House undertaking a conscience vote on the VAD 
bill. 
 
INVITATION 
A friendly Invitation to attend our secular Franciscan Mass to 
be celebrated by Father Joseph Nguyen OFM from Sydney at 
11am, Our Lady of the Rosary The Entrance Thursday 2nd 
December followed by a Christmas BYO everything Picnic 
Lunch get together at The Waterfront Park The Entrance. 
Bring a warm jacket if attending the picnic. Further                                
information please contact Sandrea Petith Central Coast OFS 
Fraternity 0499811177 All welcome.  
 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS CASH APPEAL  
Our Morisset  St. Vincent de Paul Conference are holding 
our Christmas Cash Appeal this Sunday November 28th 
2021.  Any monetary donations will be gratefully 
received towards our  ‘Christmas Gift Food Vouchers’ for 
the needy families in our district. Receipts on request. 
A sincere ‘thankyou’.  Monica Gray  



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 

ADVENT REFLECTION PROGRAM: WAITING WITH PURPOSE 
As we continue our Synodal journey an Advent resource, 

Waiting with Purpose has been created for our diocese. 
Waiting with Purpose responds to the voices heard during 
Synod reflections of longing for different forms of prayer that 
include faith sharing. Waiting with Purpose invites us to use 
Mystagogical Reflection as our way of encountering Christ in 
the Advent gospels. It invites us to focus on the presence of 
Christ in our experience and in the living tradition of our faith, 
to connect it to life now and to be changed by it. 

Mystagogical reflection meets us where we are. No                          
preparation is needed. It’s about being open to encountering 
Christ so we can live from Christ. It’s deeply personal and        
communal. 

If you would like to journey as part of a parish group please 
complete the sign-up form by clicking on the button on the 
parish website or complete one of the forms located at the 
back of the church. By this Sunday 28th November 2021. 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 
SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY 
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
MARY— 8TH DECEMBER 
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD VIGIL— 24TH DECEMBER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD— 25TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH— 26TH DEC 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Ian Douglas, Maureen Phillips, Dan Joyce, Bruce Gillett ,                  
William Eggins, Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Jason Wismer, Bishop Bill Wright 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 MASS MASS 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 L Hutchinson J Vipan 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J France J Shamley 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 J France J Shamley 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 G & L Hutchinson G & L Hutchinson 

COVID-19 
SAFETY TEAM 

9.30 J Hutchins 
M Foo 

P Herbert 
P Melvey 

H White 
T Alexander 

R Hay 
J France 



LITURGY MATTERS: 
Lead Kindly Light 
These words were seared onto my 
heart and mind by Bishop Bill’s final 
pastoral message to us announcing 
his terminal illness and resignation. 
And now the kindly light of God’s 

love has led Bishop Bill to fullness of life and peace. 
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 23, 2021 

The words ‘Lead Kindly Light’ came to me as an unexpected and confronting gift. As we continue to 
reflect on the ten years of Bishop Bill’s presence and ministry with us, I feel his greatest legacy – perhaps a 
summation of all that went before – lies in his example of how to die, perhaps more accurately his example 
of how to live into death.   

In his letter, Bishop Bill spoke of the ‘sensation of a peace and tranquillity of spirit that come from 
beyond oneself …’ As the weeks unfolded many were touched by similar words that expressed his gracious 
surrender to God’s will. We all pray for the grace to surrender to God’s will every time we pray the Our 
Father … 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven … 
In his dying Bishop Bill has reminded me of what a dangerous prayer the ‘Our Father’ is and how 

blithely I pray it. That lesson, in itself, is a noble legacy given and received. 
The faith of our brother Bishop Bill, held in the words ‘Lead Kindly Light’ continues to shepherd and 

teach us even now he has died. Funnily enough he has led me to reflect more deeply on what we are doing 
every time we gather to celebrate liturgy. I think he would find that amusing! 

We spend our lives coming to know our God as a ‘kindly light’ who leads us through all the small and 
large ‘deaths’ and challenges and ‘letting goes’ we experience. With each experience of ‘death,’ the letting 
go, the graceful surrender to the kindly light of God’s love becomes, if not easier, then at least a more 
familiar pattern. 

We learn the steps of this journey of loving surrender every time we celebrate liturgy: every time we 
respond to God’s call to come and gather with our brothers and sisters, every time we open our ears to 
listen like disciples to the Word of God, every time with thanks and praise we join ourselves to Christ’s 
dying and rising, every time we choose to proclaim the Gospel by living as beacons of God’s kindly light.    

At the moment of his terminal diagnosis, our brother Bishop Bill was able to say ‘Lead Kindly Light’ 
and ‘Thy will be done’ because he had been rehearsing this way of living into death in every liturgy, prayer 
and experience in his sixty-nine years of life. In the liturgy God overrides the ‘thinking’ part of us, and seeps 
deeply into the very core of our being, into our bones and muscle memory so that in the face of every 
death, including death itself, we have the capacity to live into death and through it to fullness of life.   

In his dying Bishop Bill has taught me deeply about living this hope in which we are immersed in 
every liturgy and prayer. In Bishop Bill, death has once again clarified my vision and understanding and 
sharpened my ear to hear God’s call to full, conscious and active participation in prayer, liturgy and 
Christian life.  

Tomorrow, with Bishop Bill’s family, we will hand him over to God’s eternal care where he will be 
bathed in the fullness of the kindly light that led him home. 

In his dying Bishop Bill has invited us all to dwell more deeply in the mystery of the kindly light of 
God’s grace and peace which will lead us as we continue to discern how to build the Kingdom of God 
together here and now.    

Acknowledgements 
Photo © 2021 Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
First Sunday of Advent Year C 

Sunday 28 Nov 2021 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 

 

Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 
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Lord Jesus, you come to set us free: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you show us the way to the Father: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you call us to be ready for your coming: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

O Lord, 
we do not know the hour or the day 
that you will come again. 
Make us ready for that day 
and help us build your kingdom of peace on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Jer 33:14-16 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

I will cause a good seed to spring forth from David. 

See, the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I am going to fulfil the promise 
I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: 

‘In those days and at that time, 
I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David, 
who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land. 
In those days Judah shall be saved 
and Israel shall dwell in confidence. 
And this is the name the city will be called: 
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The Lord-our-integrity.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24:4-5. 8-9. 10. 14. R. v.1 

(R.) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

1. Lord, make me know your ways.  
Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. (R.) 

2. The Lord is good and upright.  
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

3. His ways are faithfulness and love  
for those who keep his covenant and will. 
The Lord’s friendship is for those who revere him; 
to them he reveals his covenant. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

1 Thes 3:12 – 4:2 

A reading from first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 

When Christ comes may he strengthen your hearts in holiness. 

May the Lord be generous in increasing your love and make you love one another and the 
whole human race as much as we love you. And may he so confirm your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless in the sight of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus Christ 
comes with all his saints. 

Finally, brothers, we urge you and appeal to you in the Lord Jesus to make more and more 
progress in the kind of life that you are meant to live: the life that God wants, as you learnt 
from us, and as you are already living it. You have not forgotten the instructions we gave 
you on the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Lk 21:25-28. 34-36 

Your redemption is near at hand. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth 
nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its waves; men dying of fear 
as they await what menaces the world, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. And then 
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. When these 
things begin to take place, stand erect, hold your heads high, because your liberation is 
near at hand. 

‘Watch yourselves, or your hearts will be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and 
the cares of life, and that day will be sprung on you suddenly, like a trap. For it will come 
down on every living man on the face of the earth. Stay awake, praying at all times for the 
strength to survive all that is going to happen, and to stand with confidence before the Son 
of Man.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 

Reflection on the Word 
A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What is your immediate reaction to this gospel passage? 

Q. What problems might lie in reading this passage with a literal interpretation? 

Q. What must it have been like for the early Christians to be expecting the imminent end of 
time? 

Q. How does the concept of being a people of Hope sit with this passage? 

Q. How can you make the most of this season of Advent? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 



Page | 5  

 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 
Leader: Dear friends, as we wait for the coming of our Saviour let us bring our 

intentions before the Lord.  

Reader: That the Holy Church will draw together in penance and prayer.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who live in poverty will experience the comforting message of 
God’s Word.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That world leaders will act with righteousness and keep God’s ways at heart. 
  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will be strengthened in heart and holiness as we 
wait for the coming of Christ. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 



Page | 6  

 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all those who are sick will know God's mercy and love, especially in our 
Community and Families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all those who have died will share in eternal redemption with Christ, 
especially in our Community and Families.   

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Lord God, you show us that our redemption is near at hand. Hear our prayers, 
and help us to be watchful, ready for the glorious coming of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 
Leader: 

We believe that the Son of God once came to us 
and we look for him to come again. 
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness 
and free us with his blessing. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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