FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 31 JANUARY, 2021

Today we have a glut of words from public figures, but there is a depressing predictability about what they have to
say.
In today's Gospel we read that Jesus’ teaching ‘made a deep impression on the people,’ because unlike the Scribes (the
official teachers), he taught them with authority.’

As soon as Jesus began to teach, the people recognised at once that there was a freshness and transparency about his
teaching.
Jesus spoke with his own voice and authority. He cited no authorities and quoted no experts, yet
he spoke with great authority. His authority came from the fact he spoke the truth.
There is nourishment for our lives in the words of Jesus, but it is not enough to listen to them,
we have to do them. . His call today, is still the same as it was 2000 years ago.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
31st Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
2nd Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
7th Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
9th Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
If you don’t have access to the App or the
Internet
call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays.
When you come to Mass please be aware
that the NSW Government requires you to
check in and asks that those who are able
to check in with a QR code do so.
If you need help on how to Check in with a
QR code please see Juliet Hutchins.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
PASTORAL CARE
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to speak with or see a
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the priest please contact Fr Kevin on
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
02 4973 1537 .

REFLECTION FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
YEAR B – 31ST JANUARY, 2021
For us today the Scripture readings present a number of
challenges Whether we are sitting in Mass listening to the
readings, watching on-line or our video or following the
Liturgy prayer service, we are left asking ourselves, “What is
God saying to me through His Word today?”
The reading from Deuteronomy leaves us in no doubt we
are being asked to LISTEN and to really HEAR what is being
said to us. “I will raise up a prophet like yourself. I will put
my words into his mouth and he shall tell them all I
command him. The man who does not listen to my words
that he speaks in my name, shall be answerable to me.”
For Christians today there is no doubt that Christ is the
one who speaks for God. This is reaffirmed in the Psalm: “If
today you hear his voice harden not your heart.” Then in the
Gospel, we are told, “he taught with authority.”
Paul, in his first letter to the Corinthians, is writing at a
time when it was expected that Christ’s return was
imminent, so everyone needed to devote himself or herself
to God’s purpose. There is no challenge to marriage as an
institution as such, but rather a challenge to get our
priorities right. As one who has very gratefully celebrated a
53rd wedding anniversary, I believe that with mutual love,
respect and support, we can help each other achieve God’s
purpose for us.
The challenge continues in the Gospel of Mark. Here, in
Christ’s very first preaching in the synagogue at Capernaum,
he comes in conflict with evil personified. For us demonic
possession may conjure up scenes from The Exorcist or
Rosemary’s Baby or even of the madness of the mob that
recently attacked the Congress in Washington. We might
dismiss it as mental illness of some kind (paranoia?
schizophrenia? post-traumatic stress?) However, it can be
much more subtle than that: the forces of good and evil are
both alive and well in this world and each of us can be
challenged at any time. Do we spread a malicious story or
do we bite our tongues? Do we steal from our employer,
because we know we can get away with it, or not? Do we
cheat on our partner, or not? Do we lie, because it makes us
look better, or not?...And so it goes on.
We cannot know the nature of the demon that possessed
the unfortunate man in the synagogue. Maybe it was pride
or greed or the abuse of power. However, we know that it
recognised Jesus as the Holy One of God. Jesus’ power over
the unclean spirit is also present in him when he preaches

or teaches. Wherever his word is heard or read, his power
is there to heal people from evil forces which disrupt their
lives. We just need to listen, to really hear and to let Christ
be our guide in our individual lives, in the way we interact
in the community and as a Church.
Our greatest challenge is to continue Christ’s work, to
share in his mission. Pam Melvey
SCRIPTURE IN SCHOOLS INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
SERVICE
You are invited to the 2021 inter-denominational service
for Scripture in schools at Morisset Baptist Church on
Sunday evening 7 March, 6 pm. Rejoice to hear how
students are responding to the Scriptures. Share in special
prayer for our Scripture teachers.
VACCINES, VIRUSES AND VULNERABILITIES: CATHOLIC
HEALTH AND CARE OF THE HUMAN PERSON
An ACU Online Panel discussion will be held on this year’s
World Day of the Sick, we are bringing together
international experts and thought leaders to discuss
mental health, public health and the question of solidarity
in the face of this global pandemic.
Speakers include: Sr Carol Keehan Coordinator, The
Vatican Commission for COVID-19, Dr Brian M Kane
Senior Director of Ethics, Catholic Health Association of
the United States (CHA), Dr David Kirchhoffer (moderator)
Director, Queensland Bioethics Centre, ACU
To be held on Thursday 11 February 2021 at 12pm (AEDT)
Online participation Cost: Free to participate Register by:
Monday 8 February 2021
Information and registration: acu.edu.au/WDOS2021
LENT 2021 WITH BRUCE DOWNES THE CATHOLIC GUY
Be inspired, Be refreshed, Be renewed!
Come on a 40 day journey with me and I know this will be
a powerful and prayerful Lenten journey together. Receive
a short inspiring video each day during Lent. This program
is FREE and you can sign up at:
https://BruceDownes.org/Lent or Call 1300 734 880 for
more info
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about
what is happening locally.

HELP AVAILABLE FOR QR CODE CHECK IN
If you need help on how to Check in with a QR code
please see Juliet Hutchins.
HELLO HUNTER IS HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!
Hello Hunter is an initiative that partners with churches
to mobilise volunteers to help people in need, regardless
of their faith background, commitment, or other social
standing or identity. It is for people in the Hunter Region
experiencing loneliness and or social isolation.
Volunteers are available to make a friendly call, deliver
essentials, assist in finding specialised help, and pray with
you on request.
Hello Hunter is available for any person experiencing
hardship due to social isolation, poverty, disease,
disability, illness, age, mental health, family, social, or
other community network breakdown.
You can call Hello Hunter on 4948 6837, send a facebook
message, email help@hellohunter.org.au or fill out the
online ‘Help Request’ form at info.hellohunter.org.au
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections
and planned giving electronically online Electronic
payments
can
be
made
at:
https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. If you are a
Planned Giver you need to put your giver number in the
payment reference.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD— 2ND FEBRUARY
SAINT AGATHA— 5TH FEBRUARY
SAINTS PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS— 6TH FEBRUARY
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY— 17TH FEBRUARY
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY
SAINT PATRICK— 17TH MARCH
SAINT JOSEPH— 19TH MARCH
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Sophie L. Bird, Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett,
Joan Gillett, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.
Recently Deceased:
Rev Fr John Langtry, Marinka Prizmie.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

WEEKEND ROSTERS
THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Presiders

9.30

Mass

Mass

PROCLAIMER:

9.30

J France

J Shamley

PSALMIST:

9.30

L Hutchinson

M Shamley

SERVERS

9.30

V Paulo

V Paulo

AV:

9.30

M Foo

T Alexander

SOUND/
VIDEO:

9.30

J France

J France

SIGN IN

9.30

H White

P Melvey

T Alexander

K Lendon

TEMPERATURE 9.30
USHER

9.30

R Hay

K Amon

CLEANERS

9.30

COVID-19
Safety Team

COVID-19
Safety Team

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.

BUILDING THE KINGDOM
OF GOD TOGETHER,
OUR JOURNEY:
Diocesan
Contemplative
Dialogue Reflection
Program
From Lent until Pentecost the people of the diocese will be invited, through a process of
contemplative dialogue, to discern more fully the framework for considering 'Building the
Kingdom of God Together, Our Journey' in our diocese.
The purpose of the diocesan reflections during Lent (17 February – 31 March) is to enable all
members of the diocesan community to respond to the papers developed by the Synod Working
Party.
The Church of Maitland-Newcastle is centred on Christ, the Cornerstone, and seeks always to live
as a community of people who believe and are missionary disciples.
We are inviting people to explore our life and mission as the church of the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle through our five foundations with the following component parts:
Virtual launch of Project Compassion (Tuesday 16 February)
Week One - Identity and Community
Week Two - Worship and Prayer
Week Three - Formation and Education
Week Four - Mission and Outreach
Week Five - Leadership and Structure
Week Six – Holy Week, Virtual The Way of the Cross
Synod delegates will be facilitating the Contemplative Dialogue Reflection Program throughout
Lent in Parishes, schools and online.
For those wanting to connect with this program online, you are invited to register each week to
one of the sessions. It is optional to register at the same time or a different time each week.
Mondays - 22 February - 22 March, 9.30am to 11am
Tuesdays - 23 February - 23 March, 1pm to 2.30pm
Wednesdays - 24 February - 24 March, 6pm to 7.30pm
Thursdays - 25 February - 25 March, 10.30am - 12pm or 6pm to 7.30pm
Fridays - 26 February - 26 March, 9.30am - 11am
Saturdays - 27 February - 27 March, 2pm - 3.30pm
To register for a session go to: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-lenten-reflectiongroups-registration-136552114049

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Sunday 31 Jan 2021
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you are our teacher and guide. Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite. Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you renew us with your spirit. Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Grant us, Lord our God,
that we may honour you with all our mind,
and love everyone in truth of heart.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Dt 18:15-20
A reading from the book of Deuteronomy
I will put my words into the prophet’s mouth, and he will tell them all I command.

Moses said to the people: ‘Your God will raise up for you a prophet like myself, from among
yourselves, from your own brothers; to him you must listen. This is what you yourselves asked
of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the Assembly. “Do not let me hear again” you
said “the voice of the Lord my God, nor look any longer on this great fire, or I shall die”; and
the Lord said to me, “All they have spoken is well said. I will raise up a prophet like yourself for
them from their own brothers; I will put my words into his mouth and he shall tell them all I
command him. The man who does not listen to my words that he speaks in my name, shall be
held answerable to me for it. But the prophet who presumes to say in my name a thing I have
not commanded him to say, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.”’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.9
(R.) If today, you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.
1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.
Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)
2. Come in, let us kneel and bend low;
let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we
the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)
3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,
as on that day at Massah in the desert
when your fathers put me to the test;
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.)
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Second Reading
1 Cor 7:32-35
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
The unmarried woman dedicates herself to the things of the Lord, that she might be holy.

I would like to see you free from all worry. An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s
affairs, all he need worry about is pleasing the Lord; but a married man has to bother about
the world’s affairs and devote himself to pleasing his wife: he is torn two ways. In the same
way an unmarried woman, like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she
need worry about is being holy in body and spirit. The married woman, on the other hand, has
to worry about the world’s affairs and devote herself to pleasing her husband. I say this only
to help you, not to put a halter round your necks, but simply to make sure that everything is as
it should be, and that you give your undivided attention to the Lord.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 1:21-28
This is a new kind of teaching that speaks with authority.

Jesus and his followers went as far as Capernaum, and as soon as the Sabbath came Jesus
went to the synagogue and began to teach. And his teaching made a deep impression on them
because, unlike the scribes, he taught them with authority.
In their synagogue just then there was a man possessed by an unclean spirit, and it shouted,
‘What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you
are: the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus said sharply, ‘Be quiet! Come out of him!’ And the
unclean spirit threw the man into convulsions and with a loud cry went out of him. The people
were so astonished that they started asking each other what it all meant. ‘Here is a teaching
that is new’ they said ‘and with authority behind it: he gives orders even to unclean spirits and
they obey him.’ And his reputation rapidly spread everywhere, through all the surrounding
Galilean countryside.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.
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Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. How might the scribe who normally taught in the synagogue have reacted to Jesus’ actions?
Q. What does the gospel writer seek to bring into focus by using the exorcism event?
Q. Why might Jesus’ teaching have been so remarkable to the people?
Q. Who are some of the ‘teachers’ of authority today?
Q. In what area of life today do we most need the ‘freeing’ message of Jesus?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

My dear friends, through Christ let us bring our prayers before God.

Reader:

That the holy Church may teach Christ’s message with respect and authority.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That leaders of government will open their hearts to God and practise his
commands.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all considering vocations to the priesthood may follow the will of God for
them.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That our parish will work together to dispel evil forces and wrong-doing in our
community.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick and housebound will healed by the voice of the Lord, especially
those listed in the bulletin and in our families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will live with Christ forever, especially those listed in
the bulletin and in our families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Loving Father, you teach us with authority and with the words of eternal life.
Hear our prayers and help us to always live by your laws as we seek your mercy.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.
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