
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader     In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Joseph Figuardo  
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 26 MARCH 2023 

We have heard today’s Gospel story so many times that perhaps it is too easy to say to ourselves, “Oh, the raising of 
Lazarus — I know that one,” and then begin to daydream The story of the raising of Lazarus, is the last of the seven signs 
of Jesus. All of these signs reveal to us who Jesus truly is. 

 
 The recent coronavirus crisis revealed a world that was fractured. It revealed to us that we  need a new 

way of relating and living that brings harmony and sustainability to all of life.  As people of faith, we 
have a duty to read the signs of the times and to discern what God wants of us, instead of reverting to 
our old familiar ways.  

 
In sending the disciples out to spread the good news, Jesus empowered them to cure the sick, raise the 
dead and heal the leprous. At the very least, it would seem that as Jesus’ disciples today, we are 
empowered to help heal those we can, and by our example to inspire those who are spiritually dead to 
come back to life and be restored in their faith. 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  25th March 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  26th March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  28th March 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  1st April  5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  2nd April 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Wednesday 5th April 7pm 
    Reconciliation— Morisset 
Thursday  6th April 7pm 
    Holy Thursday— Morisset 
Friday   7th April 3pm 
    Good Friday— Morisset 
Saturday  8th April 6.30pm 
    Easter Vigil— Morisset 
Sunday  9th April 9.30am 
    Easter Sunday— Morisset 
 

We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



GOSPEL REFLECTION – 5TH SUNDAY IN LENT 26TH MARCH 2023 
The third, fourth and fifth Sundays of Lent in Year A feature 

significant passages from the gospel of John. The first of the 
three readings was the story of the Samaritan woman at the well, 
to whom Jesus described himself as Living Water. The second 
was the healing of the blind man and Jesus declaring himself to 
be the Light of the World. In today’s passage about the death and 
raising of Lazarus, Jesus declares, ‘I am the resurrection and the 
life.’ Living Water; Light of the World; and the Resurrection and 
the Life – three important images of Jesus that all emerge from 
the gospel of John. Each of the events relate to Jesus’ response 
to some physical need: thirst; blindness; and death. However, in 
each case, Jesus not only responds to the physical need but also 
reveals a truth about himself that leads people to belief. 

The raising of Lazarus marks a turning point in the gospel of 
John. Chapter 11 concludes with the Jewish authorities plotting 
to arrest Jesus and then Chapter 12 begins the final week of 
Jesus’ life in Jerusalem. The significance of this episode is 
highlighted by the disciples who question Jesus about the 
wisdom of going back to Judea when the people there had 
wanted to stone Jesus to death. In going to save the life of his 
friend, Lazarus, Jesus knows that he is journeying towards his 
own death. In fact, the end of Chapter 11 makes clear that it is 
some of the witnesses to the raising of Lazarus who go and 
complain to the authorities and precipitate the action against 
Jesus. In the gospel of John, it is the episode with Lazarus that 
effectively signs Jesus’ death warrant. The gospel makes clear 
that Jesus gives up his own life so that Lazarus may live. 

Scriptural context – Jesus wept 
‘Jesus wept’ is the shortest verse in the New Testament. Just 

two little words carry a world of emotion and speak volumes 
about Jesus. Pope Leo I used this verse to highlight the two 
natures of Jesus, pointing out that in his humanity, Jesus wept for 
the death of his friend, but in his divinity Jesus raised Lazarus to 
life. Lazarus and his sisters were close friends of Jesus and Jesus 
is clearly emotional about the death and its effect on Martha and 
Mary. That Jesus is about to restore Lazarus to life does not deny 
the grief and mourning at Lazarus’ death. 

Living the Gospel – Unbind him, let him go free 
To see a man bound up for burial suddenly come walking from 

his tomb must have been an unnerving experience to say the 
least. However, Jesus calmly commands the astonished 
onlookers to ‘unbind him, let him go free’. These words speak to 
us today as we come to the end of the Lenten season and 
approach the celebration of Easter. What are the things that 
‘bind’ us? From what do we need to be released so that we may 
‘go free’? Are they bindings placed by ourselves or others? What 
will it take to be unbound? 

Gospel Focus – Death for Life 
The gospel writer paints the picture that Jesus is fully conscious 

of the implications of his return to Judea. As the events of the 
Passion unfold through this gospel, the reader has a very clear 
impression in their mind that if Jesus had not come to Judea; had 
not raised Lazarus; then he would not have been arrested and 
crucified. The reader is also drawn into the revelation that the 
sacrifice of Jesus was not solely for Lazarus but rather for all 
humanity. This realisation leads the reader to the ultimate 
humbling conclusion that if the sacrifice of Jesus was for people 
then the reader themself is also the recipient of that sacrifice. 

Questions for us, as we near the end of Lent: 
1/ In what aspects of my life do I feel ‘bound up’ and in need of 

release? 
2/ What aspects of my life do I need to ‘die’ to or let go of to 

enter into a fuller, richer life? (From Greg Sunter). 
Dan Joyce 

MINISTRY WORKSHOPS 
Thank you to those who indicated what ministries they would 
like to be involved in at Mass. New rosters will be available 
shortly. In the meantime the February roster has rolled over to 
March. Workshops have been organised for;  
Offertory Gifts & Altar Servers Saturday 25th March 10am 
Morisset Church 
Proclaimers Wednesday 29th March 6.30pm Morisset Church 
Proclaimers Saturday 1st April 10am Morisset Church 
Proclaimers only need to attend one workshop. 
 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER  
INTENTION FOR MARCH 2023 
We pray for those who have suffered harm 
from members of the Church; may they find 
within the Church herself a concrete response 

to their pain and suffering.  
 
CHRISM MASS 
This year’s Chrism Mass will take place in Holy Week on Tuesday 
4 April at 7.00pm in the Sacred Heart Cathedral Newcastle West. 
This is a first opportunity for all who wish to gather, to celebrate 
with our new Bishop, Michael Kennedy at Mass and a light 
supper. All are welcome. Those with a specific role in the Mass 
please arrive early as communicated. Read more at https://
tinyurl.com/chrism2023  
 
HOLY WEEK MINISTRIES: 
If you are able to do your usual Ministry over Easter's Holy Week, 
such as but not limited to Reading, Gifts, COVID Cleaning etc,  
could you please complete a sign up form to let us know when 
you are available. Please note that we need at least 9 
Proclaimers for our Easter Vigil Service, and 9.30am Easter 
Sunday will be rostered in the normal roster. 
All care will be taken to ensure everyone who wishes to, will 
have a role to play. Our services for sign-up are : 

• Reconciliation  7pm Wed 5th April 

• Holy Thursday 7pm Thu 6th April 

• Good Friday 3pm Fri 7th April 

• Easter Vigil 6.30pm Sat 8th April 
Sign-Up Forms are available online via the link sent with the 
electronic Newsletter or by using the QR code below, paper 
forms will be at the back of the church.  

https://tinyurl.com/chrism2023
https://tinyurl.com/chrism2023


 
 
 
 

Project Compassion brings together Australian 
schools, parishes and supporters to raise funds 
for people in vulnerable communities across the 
world. This year, we introduced you to the story 
of four inspiring people whose lives have been 
transformed with your generous support: Laxmi, 
Tereesa, Priscilla and Thu.  
Today, they are creating a better world for their 
families, their communities and for all future 

generations. 
Project Compassion is a demonstration of the faith, empathy 

and generosity of our supporters. It is the lifeblood of Caritas 
Australia – without it, we could not do the vital work we do. 
Thank you for helping transform lives today and for all future 
generations. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes 

and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting cari-
tas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

Photo: Richard Wainwright/Caritas Australia 
 
BECOME A VOLUNTEER AT CATHOLICCARE’S REFUGEE HUB  
CatholicCare’s Refugee Hub is looking for more volunteers to 
support their tutoring program, community garden, men’s and 
women’s groups, art program, casework support and OzHarvest 
food support program. If you have a couple of hours to spare 
here and there, please reach out. You could help CatholicCare 
make a difference. To register your interest, please fill out the 
volunteer enquiry form: www.catholiccare.org.au/community-
programs/community-refugee-hub/volunteer  
 

WAY OF THE CROSS – SUNDAY 26 MARCH  
This year, following over 55 years of local tradition, the Diocese 

of Maitland-Newcastle will once again celebrate the Ecumenical 
Way of the Cross on the grounds of Toronto Parish, Kilaben Bay 
on the Fifth Sunday of Lent. 

Picking up the theme from this year’s World Youth Day (WYD) 
– “Mary arose and went with haste” – we will join with Bishop 
Michael Kennedy as we experience the Way of the Cross through 
the eyes of Mary. We will journey with creative retellings of 
Mary’s story as shared by women from across our Diocese and 
fellow Christian Churches. This prayerful experience will be sup-
ported by our school communities and local WYD pilgrims. 

People will start gathering at St Joseph’s Toronto from 2pm at 
the Community Centre. The event will start at 3pm, Please bring 
a plate to share for afternoon tea.  
 
NEWCASTLE WRITER’S FESTIVAL – RESILIENCE AND HEALING IN 
THE AFTERMATH OF TRAUMA. 
Bringing together three writers whose work reflects the ongoing 
engagement with struggles for justice for survivors, the panel will 
discuss new ways and insights into understanding the catastro-
phe of child sexual abuse that has characterised so many coun-
tries in the 20th Century.  The panel discussion is being held at 
the Lock Up in Newcastle on 11.30am on Saturday 1 April 2023, 
more information is available at https://thelockup.org.au/
resilience-and-healing-in-the-aftermath-of-trauma/  
 
AURORA MAGAZINE 

Copies of the March 2023 issue are available at the back of the 
church.  

ITEMS OF INTEREST RAISED AT THE PPC MEETING ON             
THURSDAY 23RD MARCH 2023.  

• A ‘Workshop’ for Altar Servers/ Gifts will be held Saturday 
25th March @ 10.am  

• A ‘Workshop’ for proclaimers will be held Wednesday 29th 
March @ 6.30pm and  Repeated Saturday 1st April @ 
10am. Proclaimers only have to attend one workshop.  

• The Way of the Cross will be held at Toronto Parish this 
Sunday 26th March 3pm. Please bring a plate for afternoon 
tea.  

• People are still needed during Holy Week for the various 
Ministries. Proclaimers, Gifts, Washing of the Feet for Holy 
Thursday etc  including Covid Cleaning are still required. 

•  Daylight Saving finishes Sunday. 1st April. Clocks back one 
hour. 

PRAYING THE GOSPELS 
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across the 
Diocese from your own home. God speaks to us through the 
words of the Gospel and then through artist's images of the Gos-
pel message. Join us each Wednesday 5.00 ‐ 5.45pm. 
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/68191395109    
Password: 316071 For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
PARISH EMPLOYEE AND VOLUNTEER SAFEGUARDING TRAINING 
– WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL  

All parish workers are required to attend Course 2: Safeguard-
ing in Parishes within 6 months of commencing in their role and 
every 6 years thereafter. 

This training forms part of the Diocese’s mandatory training 
regime and is specifically designed to support paid and unpaid 
helpers undertaking a broad range of ministries in church facili-
ties and out in the community. The training targets the safe-
guarding needs of faith communities.  The course will address: 

•the Diocese’s Safeguarding Framework policy 

•indicators of risk and vulnerability 

•indicators of abuse and neglect 

•boundaries in ministry 

•responding to disclosures 

•reporting obligations 

•contributing to a ‘Safe’ culture 
Please register your attendance before Thursday 20 April by 

contacting the Office of Safeguarding on 4979 1390 or email: 
oosgtraining@mn.catholic.org.au  

THE CHOSEN EXPERIENCE – SEASON 2 
We invite you to join us in soaking up to the sights, smells, and 

tastes of 1st Century Palestine as we view the second season 
about the life of Christ. The Chosen is a series which brings to life 
an interpretation of what life might have been like for Jesus 
starting his ministry. The series has been creatively produced and 
includes the backstories for each of the disciples that were              
individually chosen by Jesus. We are first invited into each of 
their lives, into their struggles and baggage. But once introduced 
to Jesus and the invitation to spend time with him, we are invited 
to witness such a transformation of each of his first followers. 

Each Thursday evening join us to share a meal, watch and                   
discuss the episode. 

The Chosen Experience commences on 27 April at 6pm in the 
Murray Room.  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-2-tickets

-595299666327  

 

 

http://www.catholiccare.org.au/community-programs/community-refugee-hub/volunteer
http://www.catholiccare.org.au/community-programs/community-refugee-hub/volunteer
https://thelockup.org.au/resilience-and-healing-in-the-aftermath-of-trauma/
https://thelockup.org.au/resilience-and-healing-in-the-aftermath-of-trauma/
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/68191395109
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:oosgtraining@mn.catholic.org.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-2-tickets-595299666327
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-2-tickets-595299666327


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, the Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit arrangement (contact the parish office for this).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF 96014 
Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161                
Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and your Giver Number or                
Surname, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. If you are                
considering taking up planned giving you may like to know that 
a percentage of the contributions are tax deductible. If you 
would like to know more on how planned giving works please 
contact the Parish Office. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 
PALM SUNDAY— 2ND APRIL 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 6TH APRIL 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 7TH APRIL 
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 8TH APRIL 
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION— 9TH APRIL 
ANZAC DAY—25TH APRIL 
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL 
SAINT PETER CHANEL— 28TH APRIL 
SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA— 29TH APRIL 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Barbara Millers, Anna Fitzgerald, Tintumol Thomas,                      
Christopher Maloney, Les Findley, Peter Martyn,                      
Bernadette Martin, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

L Hutchinson 
P Melvey 

L McRae 
K Amon 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

P Melvey 
M Melvey 

R McArdle 
K Lendon 

GIFTS 5PM  
 
9.30AM 

F Dunn 
K Dunn 
H White 

P Herbert 

B Cox 
C Tuck 

K Tonkin 
J Vipan 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

TBA 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

U France 
D Joyce 

J Vipan 
J France 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
J France 

L Hutchinson 
J France 

WELCOMERS / 
USHER 

5PM 
 
9.30AM 

TBA 
TBA 

A Walker 
G Walker 
M Melvey 
P Melvey 

COVID CLEAN-

ING 
5PM 
 
 
 
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
P Melvey 

R Hay 
P Herbert 

M Melvey 
P Melvey 
H White 
J France 
A Walker 
G Walker 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

P Herbert 
A Walker 
G Walker 

XXXX 
T Alexander 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an enduring and abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 02 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A 

Sunday 26 Mar 2023 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 

on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 
Leader: 

Blessed be God who has reconciled us through Christ 
and renews us by his grace. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we call upon the mercy of the Lord 
in this season of repentance and renewal. 
 
Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 
The Lord is rich in mercy and kindness. 
Let us prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word 
and praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you have opened the gates of heaven: Lord, have 
mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, your Spirit dwells in us: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are the Christ, the Son of God: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

All: Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God our help 
we stand in your presence 
set free from sin  
because of the love of Jesus. 
May your grace give us strength  
so that we may reach out to others 
who need your love and forgiveness. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Ez 37:12-14 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live. 
The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean 
to raise you from your graves, my people, and lead you back to 
the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. 
And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, and I shall 
resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this – it is the Lord who speaks. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 129. R. v.7 
(R.) With the Lord there is mercy 

and fullness of redemption. 
1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord,  

Lord, hear my voice! 
O let your ears be attentive 
to the voice of my pleading. (R.) 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt,  
Lord, who would survive? 
But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. (R.) 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord,  
I count on his word. 
My soul is longing for the Lord 
more than watchman for daybreak. 
(Let the watchman count on daybreak 
and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy  
and fullness of redemption, 
Israel indeed he will redeem 
from all its iniquity. (R.) 

 
 
 
 
 



Second Reading 
Rom 8:8-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is 
living in you, then he will give life to your own mortal 
bodies. 

People who are interested only in unspiritual things can never be 
pleasing to God. Your interests, however, are not in the 
unspiritual, but in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made 
his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the Spirit of Christ 
you would not belong to him. Though your body may be dead it 
is because of sin, but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, then he who raised 
Jesus from the dead will give life to your own mortal bodies 
through his Spirit living in you. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to John. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jn 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45 

I am the resurrection and the life. 
The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to Jesus, ‘Lord, 
the man you love is ill.’ On receiving the message, Jesus said, 
‘This sickness will end not in death but in God’s glory, and 
through it the Son of God will be glorified.’ 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet when he 
heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where he was for two more 
days before saying to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in the tomb for 
four days already. When Martha heard that Jesus had come she 
went to meet him. Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha 
said to Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not have 
died, but I know that even now, whatever you ask of God, he will 
grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ 
Martha said, ‘I know he will rise again at the resurrection on the 
last day.’ Jesus said: 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. 
If anyone believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die. 
Do you believe this?’ 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of 
God, the one who was to come into this world.’ Jesus said in 
great distress, with a sigh that came straight from the heart, 
‘Where have you put him?’ They said, ‘See how much he loved 
him!’ But there were some who remarked, ‘He opened the eyes 
of the blind man, could he not have prevented this man’s death?’ 
Still sighing, Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone 
to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone away.’ Martha 
said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will smell; this is the fourth day.’ 
Jesus replied, ‘Have I not told you that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then Jesus lifted 
up his eyes and said: 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. 
I knew indeed that you always hear me, 
but I speak 
for the sake of all these who stand round me, 

so that they may believe it was you who sent me.’ 
When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, here! 
Come out!’ The dead man came out, his feet and hands bound 
with bands of stuff and a cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, 
‘Unbind him, let him go free.’ 
Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and had seen what 
he did believed in him. 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. What conclusions can be drawn from the fact that Jesus was 
friends with a family who lived only two miles from Jerusalem? 
Q. What other evidence is in the text to suggest that Jesus had 
been in Jerusalem before this event? 
Q. In what ways can the story of Lazarus be applied to the need 
for reconciliation with self and others? 
Q. What aspects of your life do you need to ‘die’ to or let go of to 
enter into a fuller, richer life? 
 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, in the hope of the resurrection, let 

us bring our prayers before the Lord.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will be safeguarded from 

critics, sceptics and denouncers.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That Christians all over the world will be 

rewarded with eternal life for their sacrifices 
and sufferings.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 



All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all people mourning a loved one will find 

consolation in the words of Christ, the 
resurrection and the life.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may be renewed in 

faith with the promise of the resurrection.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That we give thanks for all the people who fill 

our lives with love. We pray for all those who 
do not feel loved, especially those yet to 
appreciate the depth of God’s love. May our 
support for Project Compassion be a sign to 
others of the love of God for all people. 

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick and housebound will find comfort 

in the word of God, especially those who are 
members of our community and families.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will dwell with God 

forever, especially those who were members of 
our community and families.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, your Son is the way through our darkness 

and despair. Hear our prayers and help us to trust in 
your promises as the time of Christ’s suffering draws 
near. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
 
May the Lord bless us 
in all things through Christ 
so that we may work together 
in loving service. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 
 

LITURGY MATTERS: Oils ain't Oils... Chrism Mass 
update 

On Tuesday 4 April we will gather to celebrate the 

Chrism Mass with our new Bishop at 7.00pm in the 

Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hamilton.    

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED MARCH 07, 2023 

I just love the Chrism Mass! It is an amazing liturgy. 

People gather from all over the diocese. They come by 

bus and car and by 6.30pm the cathedral and its precinct 

are full of people, all catching up and preparing to be 

part of this most significant celebration of faith. 

As a people of faith, we know that ‘oils ain’t oils’! At the 

Chrism Mass, Bishop Michael, blesses the holy oils which 

will be used for ministry throughout the coming year. 

The oil of catechumens and the oil of the sick are 

blessed. The oil of chrism is consecrated. The first is 

used for anointing adult catechumens and infants, the 

second for anointing the sick, and the oil of chrism for 

baptism, confirmation, the ordination of priests, and the 

consecration of altars. The tradition of blessing the oils 

goes back to the early church. While a priest can bless 

https://mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/


the oil of the sick and catechumens, only a bishop can 

consecrate chrism. That is why last year, Bishop Danny 

Meagher from Sydney came to preside at our Chrism 

Mass.   

This gathering of all the faithful of the Church of 

Maitland-Newcastle is an expression of both our unity in 

Christ and the beautiful diversity which strengthens our 

unity. Here we experience our catholicity, marked in a 

special way when, after the readings and homily, 

everyone participates in a renewal of their commitment 

to ministry; a commitment we share, though in different 

ways. 

This renewal begins with the Assembly – all God's 

priestly, prophetic and kingly people – who recommit to 

the work of spreading God's word in their families, 

communities and workplaces. Then the deacons restate 

their commitment to the loving and humble service 

called for by the gospel. This is followed by the priests' 

renewal of their priestly promises to unite themselves 

with Christ and to steward the mysteries of God. Finally, 

Bishop Michael renews his commitment to becoming a 

more faithful image of Christ the Good Shepherd. 

Through the process of this renewal, we offer our prayer 

and support to all those who serve in ordained ministry. 

View a simple resource for prayer and reflection on the 

texts for the blessing of the holy oils. It can help you 

prepare to participate in the Chrism Mass or reflect on 

your experience after. It can be used personally or in 

groups. This resource is particularly relevant to those 

engaged in the ministry of Christian Initiation, be it with 

adults or families of children preparing for the next steps 

in their initiation journey. Hopefully parishes are inviting 

catechumens, the Elect, and last year’s neophytes to 

come to the Chrism Mass. The resource will support your 

process of mystagogical reflection after the experience 

of the Chrism Mass. 

A template for parishes looking for a ritual to receive 

the oils sent by Bishop Michael from the Chrism Mass 

is available as a pdf or Word document download. 

If you have not been to a Chrism Mass, why not come 

along this year? It will be the first time everyone who 

wishes can gather in the Cathedral with our new Bishop. 

We have told Bishop Michael that when this church of 

Maitland-Newcastle gathers for liturgy, the roof on the 

cathedral is all but lifted. Come and be part of the 

community of the faithful as together we raise our 

voice in thanks and praise to our God whose Spirit fills 

the whole world and who sends each of us to bring 

good news to the poor.   

As we listen, watch, smell, taste, touch, pray and sing 

together, we will be celebrating the fact that ‘oils ain’t 

oils’! 

I am looking forward to seeing you there! 
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Events to support survivors 

Two local events will be held in the coming weeks for 

survivors, their families and the community. 

DIOCESE OF MAITLAND-

NEWCASTLE PUBLISHED MARCH 23, 2023 

Loud Sky is a powerful collaborative art exhibition 

featuring five Hunter-based artists who have created 

new works responding to stories of survival. These 

stories were uncovered through the Royal Commission 

into institutional response to child sexual abuse in the 

Hunter region in 2016. The exhibition opens at The Lock 

Up in Newcastle on Friday 31 March and runs until 21 

May 2023.  More information is available 

at https://thelockup.org.au/loud-sky/ 

Newcastle Writer’s Festival – Resilience and 

Healing in the Aftermath of Trauma. 

Bringing together three writers whose work reflects 

the ongoing engagement with struggles for justice for 

survivors, the panel will discuss new ways and insights 

into understanding the catastrophe of child sexual abuse 

that has characterised so many countries in the 20th 

Century. The panel discussion is being held at the Lock 

Up in Newcastle on 11.30am on Saturday 1 April 2023, 

more information is available 

at https://thelockup.org.au/resilience-and-healing-in-the-

aftermath-of-trauma/ 

If this topic raises any concerns for you, you can 

contact Lifeline on 13 11 14, Beyond Blue on 1300 22 

4636, DV Connect on 1800 811 811, or Kids Helpline on 

1800 55 1800. 

 

Palm Sunday Picnic for Peace  

At 1pm on Sunday 2 April, you’re invited to Civic Park for 

the Palm Sunday Picnic for Peace to gather with people 

from many community organisations and walks of life 

and faith perspectives to proclaim justice and peace on 

this significant day.  

 

Earth Hour  

This Saturday 25 March from 8.30pm, you’re invited to 

switch off and take some #TimeOutForNature during 

Earth Hour. Whether it’s 60 seconds, 60 minutes or 

beyond the hour, let your churches be a leader and 

commit to taking time to reflect on the wonder nature 

provides us this Earth Hour. 
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