THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT C SUNDAY 12 DECEMBER 2021
This Sunday brings us exactly to the middle of the season of Advent. Today we light the third Advent candle.
The countdown to Christmas is on. The media remind us constantly, that the time is drawing short. Mostly, the reminder is put in
terms of how many shopping days are left till Christmas
The temptation for us is to march through Advent like we always do. Probably light Advent candles, pray Advent prayers, and we
may even have an Advent calendar.
When we get back to “the new normal," post Covid, the signs of the times are calling us to think and act
differently; we need to rewire ourselves to be in communion with one another as a human family and as
part of nature.
Advent is a time to free oneself from the unnecessary trappings of life, and focusing on that which
matters the most. May we live more deeply in communion with our God, with our neighbour, and our
suffering world.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.
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If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR:
Fr Geoff Mulhearn
SACRAMENTAL PRIEST: Fr John Purnell
Parish Secretary: Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
(Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office)
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin .

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
12th December 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
14th December 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Wednesday 15th December 7pm
Reconciliation— Morisset
Sunday
19th December 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
21st December 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Register your place via the Book for Services
button on the Parish Website, or the
Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com.
CHECK-IN
Everyone is required to check-in via a QR
Code when they come to the Church, Office
or Callinan Centre.
MASKS
Everyone over the age of 12 is required to
wear a Mask that covers the nose and
mouth indoors or while waiting to come
inside.

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

REFLECTION FOR 12TH DECEMBER (3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YEAR C)
The scriptures today leave us in no doubt as to what we
should be doing and feeling. We are told to “Shout for joy”
and “Cry out with joy and gladness.” For the last few weeks
we have been a people in waiting, but waiting with a purpose,
getting ready to celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the
Christ child and all that signified. This was the birth of the long
-awaited Messiah, who, by his death and resurrection, earned
the salvation of us all.
On this third week of Advent we are drawing closer to the
day of celebration. The rose coloured candle is lit to signify
Gaudete or “rejoicing” Sunday, taken from the Entrance
Antiphon: “Rejoice in the lord always, again I say rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near”.
In Luke’s Gospel this Sunday we hear how John the Baptist
continued to preach his baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins, preparing the way for Christ. His followers
asked, just as we are asking now, “What must we do?” We
hear the answer clearly: we must share with those in need;
we must not be driven by greed or the desire for power; we
must be honest and just in our dealings with others. What he
was demanding of his followers, the tax collectors and the
soldiers was a complete transformation in the way they were
thinking and in their behaviour. We are being asked the same:
what is needed may only be a small change or it may be a
much more radical one. This is something we need to think
about while we are waiting. Unless we are in a right
relationship with members of our families and with those
around us, we cannot be in a right relationship with God.
People had begun to wonder whether John was the
promised Messiah but he assured them that, while he only
baptised with water, the promised one was coming and
would baptise with the holy Spirit. We have been baptised
with that Spirit and, while we prepare to celebrate the feast
of Christmas let us remember the reality: Christ is in us and
with us now and in the whole of creation by virtue of his
death and resurrection. We have our role to play in building
the Kingdom of God here on Earth as we await the second
coming. The fact that God so loved us, that he gave us his only
son, is cause for rejoicing indeed.
In a recent meditation entitled “God Is Present In Us All”,
Richard Rohr wrote, “The purpose of prayer and religious
seeking is to see the truth about Reality, to see what is. And
at the bottom of what is always goodness. The foundation is
always love…Jesus pushes this seeing to the social edge. Can
we recognise the image of Christ in the least of our fellow
human beings?... Either we see the divine image in all created
things, or we end up not seeing it very well at all.”
Paul tells us that what he wants for us is our happiness. He
assures us that we have no need to worry: “if there is
anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer
and thanksgiving, and that peace of God, which is so much
greater than we can understand, will guard your hearts and
your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.” What a wonderful gift is
promised!
While it is so good to again reconnect with friends and
family after the period of lockdown, it is easy to become so
caught up in the pressure of gift buying and preparations for
family gatherings. Let us get our priorities right and place
Christ at the centre of our celebrations.
Pam Melvey

LITURGY MATTERS: PAY ATTENTION!
Pay attention! Be present! Welcome what comes! These three
imperatives are the hallmarks of a wonderful series of papers
on contemplative leadership. They also echo through Advent.
And the point of this reflection – they are attitudes demanded
by liturgy. LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED DECEMBER 03,
2021
I am currently engaged in one of my favourite things –
helping to facilitate the liturgy unit which is part of
the Christian Formation Course (CFC). The Liturgy unit
focuses on the celebration of the Eucharist and engages
participants in reflecting on their experience of Mass via a
process of Mystagogical Reflection.
The first step of Mystagogical Reflection invites us to recall
what happened. When the participants in the CFC tried to
recall what happened in the Introductory Rites, it soon
became obvious that we don’t pay attention to the liturgy.
They found it a real struggle. Their reflection on this was that
we are so used to the liturgy that it washes over us without
our noticing. Someone said we do liturgy ‘by rote’ as if we are
on autopilot. This was an important realisation for all of us.
Anyone engaged in liturgical ministry, particularly the
preparation of liturgy, knows this only too well. I know it from
diocesan experience. Anytime we change something –
something as simple as asking people to remain seated
instead of standing, or, changing the response to the
Universal Prayer – most people just do what they always do.
We can include very clear rubrics in the People’s Booklet, we
can give an instruction before the liturgy begins, but even
then, people do by rote what they always do, not what a
particular liturgy asks of them.
How well do you pay attention when you are celebrating
liturgy? What can you recall from last Sunday’s Mass? I know I
can be as lacking in attention as anyone else. I can stand for
the opening hymn and before I know it, I am sitting after the
Collect. Where did my mind and attention go?!
As a community of faith, we believe liturgy is essential to our
life and mission, and expresses our belief. We say, liturgy,
most significantly the Eucharist, makes the Church. We say
liturgy is the source and summit of all the activity and power
of the Church. We say that Eucharist is the source and
summit of the Christian life. We say Christ is present in the
liturgy inviting our participation in the paschal – dying, rising –
mystery by which we offer ourselves to God through, with and
in Christ. We say the liturgy requires our full, conscious and
active participation because it is the indispensable source of
the true Christian spirit.
If I believe this, if we believe this, then I have to ask myself,
why am I not paying attention? Why am I not fully,
consciously and actively present and participating in the
liturgical event which demands that I see, listen, move, smell,
be silent, touch and feel emotionally? In and through all these
liturgical experiences it is Christ I am encountering; it is Christ
demanding my attention; Christ the grace I receive. Nothing,
including missals, bulletins or leaflets, should distract my
attention from Christ.
We are into the second week of Advent, that season that
confronts us with the need to pay attention, wake up and be
present to Christ who comes in the most surprising
ways, inviting us to imagine what life could be like if we truly
welcome him.
This Advent I pray for the grace of attention, presence and an
open-hearted welcome for all that is yet to be revealed.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Reconciliation Wednesday 15th December—7pm at
Morisset Church
Christmas Eve Mass Friday 24th December— 6pm at
Morisset Showground
Christmas Day Mass Saturday 25th December— 9.30am
at Morisset Church
Book through Eventbrite at:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com

CHRISTMAS 2021 VOLUNTEERS
If you are able to help please complete the sign-up form via
the button on the parish website or take one of the forms at
the back of the church.
CHRISTOPHER VOIGT: PARISH LEADERSHIP
Parish Leadership can take many forms and employ varying
models, yet all good leadership hinges on teamwork. We need
to lead out of a team. No one person has all the gifts: we all
have blind spots and none of us sees all the perspectives.
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED DECEMBER 07, 2021
The Church anticipates the fact that in certain places and at
certain times, a Parish may not have priests who can actively
lead the Pastoral Care of the Parish, and makes provision
under Canon Law for the laity to share in the Pastoral Care of
the Parish. In our own Diocese, we have a number of Parishes
operating under differing models of how this co-responsibility
works at a practical level. These models range from a Lay
Parish Leader to varying compositions of Parish Leadership
Teams, depending on the individual needs of the Parish
community.
Whether a Parish is led by a priest, a deacon or by laity makes
very little difference to whether the Parish has good leadership
in place. The key element is co-responsibility. Pope Francis
speaks very strongly about his desire to see a synodal Church,
a church that is collaborative and for which clergy and laity are
co-responsible for the needs of the community and the
Mission of Christ. This is a radical shift in thinking for many
Catholics (laity and clergy alike), yet an incredibly important
step, if we are going to take seriously the responsibility that
we have by virtue of our baptism to actively participate in the
mission of the Church. Pope Francis says that:
“A leader is a good leader if he or she is able to generate other
leaders among the young. If he only wants to be the sole
leader, he is a tyrant… If they do not sow leadership in others,
they are of no use, they are dictators.”
As the Parish Leader at Toronto, I have the privilege and
responsibility to lead the faith community on a practical level,
under the guidance of Fr Geoff who has been appointed priest
supervisor and exercises this ministry as a ‘ministry of
oversight’. Some aspects of my role are to ensure the efficient
running of the Pastoral Ministries; that the community’s
worship and prayer is vibrant, inclusive and engaging; that
parishioners are engaged in their faith and being formed for
mission; that the community remains focused on the Mission
of Christ and to provide day to day pastoral care for
parishioners; and this is far from an exhaustive list of the
elements that make up the role of leadership in a Parish. As
such, it is absolutely imperative that I have a strong team
around me who are not simply advisors, but rather are 110%
committed to the vision and mission of our Parish community:
a vision that has at its heart the desire to see all people

Encounter Jesus in a life-changing way.
One person cannot do everything in a Parish Community,
regardless of whether they are lay, religious or clergy. They
simply must raise up others to share in various levels of
leadership if the Parish is going to be a vibrant, life-giving
community of faithful disciples who take seriously the call to
mission. Pope Francis says that:
“We lack leadership capable of striking out on new paths and
meeting the needs of the present with concern for all and
without prejudice towards coming generations.”
Yet, this is not because God has somehow forgotten to gift
people with vision, passion and creativity, but rather because
more often than not, we fail to recognise the giftedness within
the community and raise up leaders who are empowered to
take responsibility.
Team leadership requires a balance of gifts and strengths, high
accountability, trust and vulnerability if it is to be an effective
model in a Parish. The team must be cohesive, committed and
ready to engage in healthy conflict in order to discern the best
path forward for the community if the team is to be effective;
and the leader must be strategic, ready to cast vision and
willing to listen to the wisdom of each member of the team in
order for this to truly be a collaborative group that will
empower the community to live the mission of Christ fruitfully.
At times the leader will also need to graciously step aside to
allow the Holy Spirit to work in the lives of others without
getting in the way.
Parish leadership is about serving the community, raising up
others and empowering them to take ownership of their
baptismal call to mission. When we get this right, we have got
leadership right in a Parish. We will see the Church become
animated, alive and filled with the Holy Spirit. We will see people brought to the feet of Jesus. We will see them transformed
by God’s Spirit. They will become passionate about the mission
of Christ and the Church will grow.
CARITAS AUSTRALIA’S GLOBAL GIFTS
After a challenging year, Caritas Australia is calling on
Australians to renew their faith and commitment to helping
those less fortunate by giving a gift that makes
a real difference for those in need this Christmas.
Caritas Australia is offering a range of print and digital Global
Gift cards that you can give to your family and friends. When
you buy a Global Gift, your loved one receives a special card
and
you
help
raise
much-needed
funds
for
programs that provide essentials like food, water and
education to people living in poverty.
Orders for printed cards need to be placed by December 10 so
that they arrive in time for Christmas.
To
learn
more
or
to
purchase
a
GlobalGift, visit: www.globalgifts.org.au or call 1800 024 413.
CARITASNEWS
The latest CaritasNews, Spring 2021, is now available at
www.caritas.org.au/media/3pxmj2pc/caritasnews_spring2021_digital_updated-rm.pdf
DECEMBER AURORA
Copies are available at the back of the church or you can view
it online at: https://www.mnnews.today/aurora/
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

HOW COVID RESTRICTIONS AFFECT OUR SEATING
Under the COVID restrictions we are still required to
maintain physical distancing of 1.5m between seated
persons. Due to the configuration of our Pews and them
being less than 1 metre apart we have had to use a checker
board seating plan which means we are unable to
kneel or reconfigure seating to accommodate households on
the fly. It also means that we are unable to have our full
capacity under the 2sq metre rule.
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our
Parish during these very different times. As cash is deemed a
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that
donations and payments be made electronically.
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are:
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or
5004 PG and Giver Number.
SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY
If you would like to make contributions to support the
Diocese Clergy / 1st Collection the Bank Account Details are:
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Presbytery BSB: 062815
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection
Keep up to date with all the Diocese Events and News at:
https://mnnews.today/
Keep up to date with what’s happening with the Diocesan
Synod at: https://www.domnsynod.com.au/
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD VIGIL— 24TH DECEMBER
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD— 25TH DECEMBER
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH— 26TH DEC
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD— 2ND JANUARY
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD—9TH JANUARY
SAINT ANTHONY—17TH JANUARY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Ian Douglas, Maureen Phillips, Dan Joyce, Bruce Gillett ,
William Eggins, Robert Jay .
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
Remembrance: Noel Maloney

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

Solomon's journey
He is only 30 years of age, yet on
Saturday 4 December at St Patrick’s
Catholic Church, Singleton, Bishop
Brian Mascord ordained Solomon
Okovido as a transitional deacon.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED DECEMBER 07, 2021

Solomon is the only Deacon to be ordained in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle in the last two
years.
Hailing from Nigeria, Solomon was raised in a deeply religious family.
“My dad was a little bit of an authoritarian, but he was very genial,” said Solomon. “Meanwhile, my
mum was gentle and kind, yet much more disciplined. As I grew up, I noticed that my mum was more pious
than my dad. My dad would go to church at times without minding us, but my mum would never leave the
house for church unless we were all prepared to go.”
While at school, Solomon joined the alter boys’ association in his parish and started serving at
Masses. It was during this time that he was inspired by his parish priest, Reverend Father Andrew Obinyan.
“He was so kind, and I wanted to be like him,” said Solomon. “I saw him as my mentor, and I became
close to him. Fr Andrew Obinyan invited me to stay with him while studying. I assisted him in both church
and house chores.”
Fr Andrew encouraged Solomon to join the Catholic Charismatic Movement of the parish and the
Legion of Mary Society. He also gave him a treasured book on the saints, which Solomon still reads daily.
“These moments were pivotal in my faith journey as they served as the first nursery bed for my
vocation to the priesthood,” said Solomon.
After graduating from secondary school, Solomon’s desire to become a priest only grew stronger.
“I had some exposure to the Jesuits in my diocese, but I didn’t join them. Instead, I joined the
Congregation of the Divine Presence Missionaries, where I strengthened my faith formation and studied
philosophy.”
After learning of the Missionaries of God’s Love (MGL) religious order, Solomon thought this would
be a fantastic opportunity to serve in foreign missions. Thanks to his charismatic disposition and love of
God, he applied and was accepted into the congregation.
As part of the MGL, Solomon travelled to Australia in February 2014. However, he shortly put a
pause on his formation with the MGL, as he wanted to enrich his discernment away from the seminary.
“I knew that I still wanted to be a priest, but I wasn’t in a rush,” he said. “I took my time outside the
seminary to properly discern the best path for myself.”
Solomon studied and worked as a chef in Brisbane, while also being a community support worker.
He was very much engaged in the diocesan parish community where he lived, and thanks to the help of a
spiritual director, rediscovered his calling to become a priest.
At the end of 2016, Solomon found his home in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. Following a year
spent working at the St Benedict’s Inner
Newcastle parishes, Solomon studied theology at the Seminary of the Good Shepherd.
“I graduated earlier this year and am now being raised to the Order of the Diaconate. I am delighted
to be given this privilege to serve the good people of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle and looking
forward to my ministry as a deacon.”
Canonically, this transitional period generally lasts for six months. Following this, Solomon will
finally be able to achieve his dream of becoming a priest. In the meantime, though, he is looking forward to
the simple things: “I’m excited to marry and baptise those in our community, serve the people of Singleton,
and proclaim the good word.”

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Third Sunday of Advent Year C
Sunday 12 Dec 2021

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
who will come again in glory.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we await the coming of the Lord.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

God’s kindness brings hope to the world.
To prepare ourselves to hear his Word
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you are our strength and our hope: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you come to make us holy: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you sent your Holy Spirit to remain with us always: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God of all ages,
with joy and gladness
we await the coming of our Saviour, Jesus.
Give us courage and strength
so that we may share with others
the Good News of your kingdom.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
ep 3:14-18
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah
With gladness the Lord will rejoice over you.

Shout for joy, daughter of Zion,
Israel, shout aloud!
Rejoice, exult with all your heart,
daughter of Jerusalem!
The Lord has repealed your sentence;
he has driven your enemies away.
The Lord, the king of Israel, is in your midst;
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you have no more evil to fear.
When that day comes, word will come to Jerusalem:
Zion, have no fear,
do not let your hands fall limp.
The Lord your God is in your midst,
a victorious warrior.
He will exult with joy over you,
he will renew you by his love;
he will dance with shouts of joy for you
as on a day of festival.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Is 12:2-6 R. v.6
(R.) Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you is the great and Holy One of Israel.
1. Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. (R.)
2. Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)
3. Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading
Phil 4:4-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
The Lord is near.

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord; I repeat, what I want is your happiness.
Let your tolerance be evident to everyone: the Lord is very near. There is no need to worry;
but if there is anything you need, pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving,
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and that peace of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your
hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Luke.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Lk 3:10-18
What, then, must we do?

When all the people asked John, ‘What must we do?’ he answered, ‘If anyone has two
tunics he must share with the man who has none, and the one with something to eat must
do the same.’ There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and these said to him,
‘Master, what must we do?’ He said to them, ‘Exact no more than your rate.’ Some soldiers
asked him in their turn, ‘What about us? What must we do?’ He said to them, ‘No
intimidation! No extortion! Be content with your pay!’
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were beginning to think that
John might be the Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in
his hand to clear his threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his barn; but the chaff he
will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ As well as this, there were many other things he
said to exhort the people and to announce the Good News to them.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. How do you think the crowd, tax collectors and soldiers reacted to John’s words to
them?
Q. Have you ever experienced a real ‘change of heart’?
Q. Apart from charitable giving, how can generosity be expressed?
Q. In what aspect/s of your life do you need to adopt a more generous spirit?
Q. What does it mean to you to be ‘baptised in the Holy Spirit’?
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Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Dear friends, with prayer and thanksgiving let us bring our intentions before the
Lord.
Reader:

That the Pope and all priests and bishops will continue to spread the Good
News of our Saviour.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the people of Australia and of all nations will be guided in the way of true
peace.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those suffering addiction or distress may come to know the comforting
message of God’s Word.
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(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That in this Advent time, our community may be filled with prayer as we reflect
on the coming of Christ.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all who are sick and housebound will find strength and healing in the Lord,
especially those in our community and families .

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all those who have died may come to everlasting life with Christ,
especially in our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord God, the coming of your Son is near. Hear our prayers, and guide us in faith as
we wait in joyful hope. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

We believe that the Son of God once came to us
and we look for him to come again.
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness
and free us with his blessing.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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