PENTECOST SUNDAY YEAR B SUNDAY 23 MAY 2021
Today we celebrate the feast of Pentecost. The Feast of Pentecost brings the season of Easter to a close.
Have you ever wondered what Pentecost means, and what it’s all about? Well, Pentecost means fiftieth day. In Jesus’ time
Pentecost was an established observance, it was the second of three great Jewish Feasts. It was a day of gratitude. It was a day of
thanksgiving for the completion of the harvest.
For us, Pentecost is often called the birthday of the Church, because the Holy Spirit entered the followers of Jesus, and they became
the Body of Christ in the world. We might think of Pentecost as something like the New Year’s Eve, or
Australia Day celebrations.
Today it appears, the Holy Spirit is working up a pretty good ruckus all over, to turn the church inside out,
and again share the good news of Jesus in a meaningful way.
Not unlike the early church we gather here today, to share in the Word of God, to receive the Body of
Christ, and to share something about what it means to be catholic.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
23rd May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
25th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
30th May 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset
Tuesday
1st June 9.30am
Mass— Morisset

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BOOKINGS
ARE ESSENTIAL.
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or
click on the Book for Services button on the
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office
between 9am & 2pm Weekdays.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be
aware that the NSW Government requires
you to check in and those who are able to
check in electronically with a QR code or via
the Service NSW website are required to do
so.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn by those in Places of
Worship, on Public Transport, and those
Carpooling.
PASTORAL CARE
If you would like to speak with or see a
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
02 4973 1537 .

REFLECTION FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY YEAR B –23RD
MAY 2021
On this wonderful feast of Pentecost we are celebrating
what many regard as the birth day of the Church. On this
day, the disciples came to see the fulfilment of Christ’s
promise to them that they would never be alone; they
now realised its significance. Christ had told them,
“When the Advocate comes, whom I shall send you from
the Father, the Spirit of Truth who issues from the Father,
he will be my witness. And you too will be witnesses ,
because you have been with me from the outset…when
the Spirit of truth comes he will lead you to the complete
truth.”
Up to this point the disciples had been huddled
together behind closed doors in fear of the Jews, not
fully understanding the significance of Christ’s death,
resurrection and ascension into heaven. Suddenly, they
were empowered, filled with the courage to fulfil the
mission entrusted to them by Christ, able to assert that
Jesus of Nazareth had conquered death and that Peter
and the other were witnesses to the Risen Lord. They
were no longer lost in confusion; their mission was clear.
What they had not realised was that the Spirit had long
been with them. Like the Father and Son, the Spirit
always was, always is and always will be. It was only with
the physical manifestations of the Spirit – the powerful
wind from heaven and the tongues of fire that came to
rest on each of them – that their hearts and minds were
open to receive the gifts of the Spirit. They received the
gift of tongues so men from “every nation under heaven”
gathered in Jerusalem heard them speaking of the
marvels of God. This was the beginning of the Catholic
Church, the Universal Church, with Christ’s message of
unconditional love and the promise of salvation meant
for all mankind.
In Confirmation we, too, received the gifts of the Holy
Spirit: wisdom and understanding, right judgement and
courage, the spirit of knowledge and reverence, of
wonder and awe in God’s presence. We each need to
open our hearts and minds to these gifts so that we, too,
are empowered to continue Christ’s mission to the
world, in our community and in our families.
Paul’ letter to the Galatians speaks further of the gifts
of the Holy Spirit: What the Spirit brings is..love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, trustfulness,
gentleness and self-control. When we look at the tragedy
unfolding in the Middle East, we can imagine what a
wonderful place our world could be if only we were all
open to the gifts of the Spirit.
Today we all continue to have the Holy Spirit with us as
our helper and guide. Since the start of our preparations
for the Plenary Council and the first session of the
Diocesan Synod, we have been praying the SynodPlenary Prayer: Come, Holy Spirit of Pentecost…guide us
on our pilgrim way…Show us how we can build the
Kingdom of God.

This Saturday, 22nd May, the second session of the
Diocesan Synod will be held. Let us continue to pray, so
that all who participate will recognise the need for the
Spirit’s intervention and be open to accept the guidance
that the Spirit brings. Pam Melvey.
NEWCASTLE UNITY IN DIVERSITY WORLD FOOD AND
MUSIC FESTIVAL | 19 JUNE
To mark the beginning of Refugee Week, The
Newcastle Unity in Diversity Festival will be held at the
Newcastle Foreshore 11am – 3pm on Saturday 19th
June. There will be a wonderful array of multicultural
food stalls, cultural performances and activities.
You are very welcome to attend and enjoy the
festivities.
With thanks to STARTTS, The City of Newcastle and The
University of Newcastle for sponsoring the event.
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/
events/520718478555143
ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT | CONFERENCE | 8-10 JULY 2021
The Conference, coordinated by the Lay Pastoral
Ministry Network (formerly known as NAPPA)
collaborating with the Christian Initiation Australia
Network (CIAN), and the Mission Planners Network
Oceania (MPNO) invites people to consider the events
in our world, and within our Church, which present us
with an opportunity to open our hearts and minds to
act upon what the Spirit is asking of us at this time in
Australia and Oceanic region.
The Conference encourages faith communities including
clergy, staff, leadership teams, council members,
ministers and volunteers; for those in pastoral care, for
youth, family and education support, to engage in the
life of Christ, and his Church, by exploring ways to:
• engage the wounded, the disillusioned, the
disaffiliated, the discontented & disconnected members
of the Body of Christ;
• heal the divisions that have caused pain in our
Church;
• revitalise those Catholics who are just “hanging in
there” so that they may once again share the Good
News of Christ;
• encourage and resource those who have brave and
bold evangelisation ideas.
Visit the website for more information: https://
pastoralministrynetwork.org/
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other
across the Diocese from your own home.
God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and
then through artist's images of the Gospel message.
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758
Password: pray

“THEY WERE CUT TO THE HEART AND SAID TO PETER
AND THE OTHER APOSTLES,
BROTHERS - WHAT THEN MUST WE DO?” ACTS 2:37
The National Catholic Men’s Gathering for 2021 will be
launched online on Saturday 31st July.
Join a diocesan group with your Bishop, or with your
Men’s Ministry/Parish group or individually.
Three sessions will be provided online, along with
reflection questions for group discussion or individual
reflection.
Aim: To inspire and encourage all Catholic men with a
vision for personal discipleship, service and mission in the
family, parish/diocese and the world.
Cost: FREE
Registration: www.catholicmensgathering.com.au
Program: Available from Saturday 31st July 2021
SYNOD SESSION TWO | PAPERS NOW AVAILABLE
With our second Synod session taking place on Saturday,
we are delighted to share that the Building the Kingdom
of God Together - Our Journey Synod Papers and
Supporting Documents are now available to view.
ALYSON SEGROTT PUBLISHED MAY 18, 2021
The Synod will be held in six multi-modal hubs, members
of the Synod will gather together to discern the Synod
papers. Please pray that the Holy Spirit will provide each
of the members of the Synod with wisdom during the
Synod session to be held on 22nd May.
The Five Foundation Synod Papers, are now available. Our
discernment was guided by the contemplative dialogue
process as we considered the Five Foundation Framework
of our Diocese:
•
Identity and Community
•
Worship and Prayer
•
Formation and Education
•
Mission and Outreach
•
Leadership and Structure.
Feedback was considered by the Synod Working Party
and distilled into the Five Foundation Synod Papers.
Each contains:
a summary paragraph of responses our Story
foundational statements recommendations for Synod.
Only Synod Members will be given the opportunity to
vote on these proposals at Synod Papers. Synod
Participant Members are able to have a voice but no vote.
Documentation for Synod (Directory, Processes and
Procedures) - Is available on our Diocesan Synod Website
(www.domnsynod.com.au )
Ongoing Formation - Videos have been uploaded to our
website, from our theologians and others, these short
videos are available now.

INDIA COVID-19 CRISIS | CARITAS APPEAL
COVID-19 is causing widespread devastation across India.
The most marginalised communities, many already living
in poverty, are being hit the hardest.
Your urgent support today will provide immediate
assistance to vulnerable communities impacted by this
crisis.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED MAY 18, 2021
The alarming increase in cases is due to the new and
more contagious "double mutant" variant of COVID-19,
which transmits faster, produces more severe symptoms
and takes longer to recover from.
Despite the catastrophic loss of life, the Indian
government is hesitating to implement a nationwide
lockdown to prevent further spread of the virus, citing
concerns about the economic fallout. Many of the
communities that Caritas Australia’s partner, Caritas India,
works with are highly vulnerable both to COVID-19, but
also to food insecurity and poverty in the case of a
lockdown.
Caritas Australia is working with long-term partner,
Caritas India, to assess the needs of the most vulnerable
communities, especially indigenous communities and
those living in poverty.
Caritas India is working to set up COVID-19 information
centres and treatment centres to reach marginalised
communities.
Caritas Australia is supporting Caritas India with funds to
set up the information centres and treatment centres.
Read more about the Appeal at:
www.caritas.org.au/india-appeal

YOU'RE INVITED: LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR
At this upcoming seminar series, you will receive power
and be transformed.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED MAY 18, 2021
Life in the Spirit seminar: “You will receive Power and Be
Transformed” Acts 1:8; Romans 12:2.
Many have had their lives transformed through a Life in
The Spirit Seminar.
Come along and experience all of this plus a renewal of
your faith. All are welcome.
Upon registration, you will receive the participant
booklet and information.
WHEN: Thursday 3 June 2021, 7.30PM-9.00PM, and runs
each Thursday for 6 weeks
VENUE: St Patrick's Catholic Church, Wallsend
COST: Free
REGISTER: Email f_deluca3@hotmail.com

SEE JUDGE ACT- 40 MINUTE SMALL GROUP
REFLECTION
This will be in the Callinan Centre at Morisset on
Thursday 10th June, at 9.30am.
‘See, judge Act’ are the three simple ‘review of life’
steps much used by small groups in their workplace
situation. It is a way of seeing how we may express our
Faith in action in the context of our lives and work.
The ‘judge’ in see, judge, and act is more about
discernment- discerning a good choice to make in light
of our current life experience. The ‘action’ flows from
this. The action seeks to help bring about loving
change.
The little group usually commence with a brief shared
reflection upon the coming Sundays Gospel. The
Gospel that Sunday is Mark 4:26-34 (it is the parable of
the Kingdom being the mustard seed- tiny, but which
grows).
Do come along. Invite someone to come with you. My
hope is that more little groups like this can form.
Fr Kevin
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
MAY AURORA
Copies are available at the back of the Church.
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
PENTECOST— 23RD MAY
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS— 24TH MAY
SAINT PHILIP NERI— 26TH MAY
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY— 30TH MAY
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 31ST MAY
SAINT JUSTIN— 1ST JUNE
SAINTS CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS— 3RD JUNE
SAINT BONIFACE— 5TH JUNE
THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST—6TH JUNE
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Maureen Phillips, John Francisco, Ian Douglas, Patricia Jones,
Bev Loft, Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett Robert Jay,
Michelle Clipsham, Mark Patrick, Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life may
they always be in our prayers.
Recently Deceased: Jason Wismer, Helen Gethings (nee
Martin).

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy
laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

FAITH MATTERS: Ecological Conversion - So Simple
but So Hard!
Pope Francis said on Earth Day, “When this destruction of nature is triggered, it is
very difficult to stop it. But we are still in time. And we will be more resilient if we
work together instead of doing it alone.”
MANDY GREAVES PUBLISHED MAY 18, 2021

2021 marks the celebration of 50 years of Earth Day and six years since the publication of Pope Francis’
second encyclical letter, Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home on May 24. Pope Francis'
encyclical, Laudato Si' or “Praise Be to You” is an urgent call to tackle the current ecological crisis by making
a paradigm shift that will allow all human beings to live sustainably in dignity. To celebrate the end of
the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year, Pope Francis invites the world’s 1.3 billion Catholics to joyfully
participate in Laudato Si’ Week 2021, 16-24 May and to celebrate the great progress the whole Church has
made on its journey to ecological conversion. The theme for the weeklong celebration is, “For we know that
things can change” (Laudato Si’ 13).
Laudato Si echoes St Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Sun in its praise of God’s creation. In the canticle, St
Francis thanks God for such creations as "Brother Wind", "Sister Water" and “Mother Earth”. The canticle is
an affirmation of his personal theology, as he often referred to animals as our brothers and sisters; and
rejected material accumulation. In the words of this beautiful canticle, Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us
that our common home is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her
arms to embrace us. With unparalleled clarity he perceived the basic unity of all creation and his own place
in the midst of God's creatures, at one with them not lording it above them.
Both the message of Earth Day this year, “Restore Our Earth” and Pope Francis’ encyclical “Care for our
Common Home” give us reason to consider the harm we have collectively caused our “sister” and our
“mother” Earth. Both out-line why we must all work to care for and restore the Earth; not just because we
care about the natural world, but because we live on it, because it is our home. Both urge us to protect the
Earth and our local communities for everyone, especially the poor and vulnerable who are largely
powerless to effect any real change.

No matter how you might feel about this, indifferent, overwhelmed or somewhere in-between, it is worth
noting: there is a big difference between considering, reflecting, and talking about something and actually
doing it. Dreams are obviously important. Aspirations, ideas and hope for the future are part of what gives
purpose to our lives and keeps us moving forward. We especially need hope in a moment like the present
one. If we don’t have hope and a positive mindset that we will end up somewhere different and
somewhere better than we are, right now, then we might as well just pack it in and succumb to the
inevitable. While I certainly can’t speak for everyone, I assume if you’re still reading this that you’re not
someone who wants to do that. Nor am I.
How then, do we make our dreams and hopes a reality? It’s paradoxically quite simple and really hard. We
stop dreaming, create a plan and take action. We set realistic goals and action steps that help us to move
forward, little by little, until we get to where we want to be. It’s simple, but it’s not without work and
sacrifice.
Nicholas Stern, chair of the Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and the Environment, and
author of the influential report on climate change The Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change,
stated that, "The publication of the Pope's encyclical is of enormous significance. He has shown great
wisdom and leadership. Pope Francis is surely absolutely right that climate change raises vital moral and
ethical issues.... Moral leadership on climate change from the Pope is particularly important because of the
failure of many heads of state and government around the world to show political leadership."
Laudato Si comes at a critical time in human history. With scientific and technological advances roaring
into the marketplace at an ever-accelerating pace, there comes increasing costs to the planet's resources
and life-giving eco-systems, as well as new social and moral dilemmas that call for the truth of the Gospel
more than ever.
To combat the problem Pope Francis explains how science and religion must work together, with scientists,
“using their God-given talents for the service of others” (Laudato Si’ 131). However, he clarifies this, stating
that science and technology should serve humanity for its betterment, not the other way around. "The
sciences and technologies are made for man and for the world, not the man and the world for science and
technology. They are at the service of a dignified and healthy life for all, now and in the future, and make
our common home more liveable and supportive, more careful and guarded" (Laudato Si’ 200).
In Laudato Si, Pope Francis explains that while science will be crucial in offering ideas and strategies, it
alone, cannot provide a comprehensive answer to our common social and ecological problems. This is
because science will be unable to motivate people to undertake the lifestyle changes that will be required
of us to live in harmony with creation: “Any technical solution which science claims to offer will be
powerless to solve the serious problems of our world if humanity loses its compass, if we lose sight of the
great motivations which make it possible for us to live in harmony, to make sacrifices and to treat others
well” (Laudato Si’ 200). In other words, while science may find a solution to our current social and
ecological ills, it will not be solely capable of mobilising the common will. A collective shift is needed to
actually make that solution happen.
During this special anniversary year of Laudato Si’ the Dicastery for Promotion of Integral Human
Development will launch a new program and a public commitment for various institutions to begin a 7year journey to total sustainability in the spirit of Laudato Si’. The Laudato Si’ Action Platform will create a
space for the universal Church to learn and grow together as we take “decisive action, here and now” to
care for each other and the home we share.
More information about Laudato Si Week can be found at laudatosiweek.org.
Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
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The Social Justice 2020-2021 Statement, To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, provides
the opportunity to better understand mental illness and how as social beings we need the bonds of
family, friends and the broader community to celebrate the joys and hopes of life.
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they are even more important in times of anxiety or despair. Our
neighbourhoods, community organisations and clubs, and faith
communities can be places of acceptance care and healing, rather than
places of rejection, judgmentAustralian
or stigma.
Catholic Bishops
The stigma associated with mental ill-health can be as debilitating as
the symptoms of the illness. Negative stereotypes lead to people being
avoided, excluded or dismissed. People with mental ill-health can be
seen as incompetent and denied opportunities. Stigma undermines
self-esteem, the treatment of ill-health, and the process of recovery.
We need to reject the stigmatisation of mental ill-health, to challenge
negative stereotypes and to eliminate discrimination.
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TO LIVE LIFE
TO THE FULL

Conference

MENTAL HEALTH IN AUSTRALIA TODAY

The statement says, “our society tends to draw away from, or to
push away, those who confront us with our frailties and limitations”. It
encourages another way of responding, inviting us to accept that we
all have frailties and limitations, and to embrace “those who are sick or
who have disabilities, those who are marginalised or despised”. People
living with mental ill-health are part of “us” and are not some “other”
people. It is not a matter of “us” and “them”. We all want to share in the
fullness of life and live life to the full.

Entries close Friday 19 June

Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes found in
the Social Justice Statement. Works can be 2 or 3 dimensional no
larger than 1 x 1 metres. Name, title of work, school, parish and
phone number clearly labelled on the back. This information plus
a 150 word (maximum) artist statement must accompany the work
and be emailed through to rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
before June 19.

Categories

Delivered to Catholic Schools Office reception,
841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 2302

Exhibition date Saturday July 17
Location The Veritas Centre
San Clemente High School, Mayfield NSW
S O C I A L J U S T I C E S TAT E M E N T 2 0 2 0 – 2 1

Time 2pm– 5pm

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

Stage 3, Stage 4, Stage 5, Stage 6, Adult

For more information contact
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

$150 PRIZE FOR EACH CATEGORY!

Take a Moment or Two
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is offering
2 faith-filled relaxation mornings for anyone
who would like to take a moment to get
curious about faith and the transformative
peace it can bring into one’s life.

Tues 8 June &
Tues 15 June 2021
Time: 9:30-11:30am
(Morning Tea included)

Each session will run for two hours and will include
a mindfulness meditation and explore the concept
of ‘real’ love, miracles, prayer and the truth about
Jesus’ message.
These sessions will be delivered in a relaxed and
wholistic environment where people can come
together to learn a little and relax a lot.

Venue: St John’s Hall

All resources and refreshments will be supplied.

Facilitators:

Please note: A playgroup will be offered for
children at the venue if alternate care is not
available.

Diocesan Education Officer:
Natasha Brotherton

These sessions will be held in a
COVIDSafe environment.

Corner of Cathedral and
High Street, Maitland

RSVP: Monday 31 May 2021
(including dietary requirements)

Family Ministry Coordinator:
Lucy Sneesby-Tooth
Parish Priest: Fr Paul O’Neill
Administrator: Fr. John Lovell
Assistant Priest: Fr. Graham Fullick

If you would like further information or to register
your intention on attending,
email: natasha.brotherton@mn.catholic.org.au or
chisholm@mn.catholic.org.au;
or phone: 4979 1193 (Natasha) or 4933 8918 (parish).

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Pentecost Sunday Year B
Sunday 23 May 2021

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
who has redeemed us
and raised us to new life.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
United with the whole Church,
we celebrate the joy of Easter
and keep this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, your Spirit sanctifies the whole church in every culture and race: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, your Spirit strengthens every disciple to announce your gospel to the ends of the
earth: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, your Spirit unites all the baptised in mutual service of the poor and neglected:
Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Lord Jesus,
in giving us the gift of the Holy Spirit
you ask us to show forgiveness.
May we help others to know your
peace and love.
We make this prayer through
our Risen Lord Jesus.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Acts 2:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak different languages.

When Pentecost day came round, the apostles had all met in one room, when suddenly they
heard what sounded like a powerful wind from heaven, the noise of which filled the entire
house in which they were sitting; and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues
of fire; these separated and came to rest on the head of each of them. They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak foreign languages as the Spirit gave them the gift of
speech.
Now there were devout men living in Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, and at this
sound they all assembled, each one bewildered to hear these men speaking his own language.
They were amazed and astonished. ‘Surely’ they said ‘all these men speaking are Galileans?
How does it happen that each of us hears them in his own native language? Parthians, Medes
and Elamites; people from Mesopotamia, Judaea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia
and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya round Cyrene; as well as visitors from Rome Jews and proselytes alike - Cretans and Arabs; we hear them preaching in our own language
about the marvels of God.’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 103:1. 24. 29-31. 34. R. v.30
(R.) Lord, send out your Spirit
and renew the face of the earth.
1. Bless the Lord, my soul!
Lord God, how great you are,
How many are your works, O Lord!
The earth is full of your riches. (R.)
2. You take back your spirit, they die,
returning to the dust from which they came.
You send forth your spirit, they are created;
and you renew the face of the earth. (R.)
3. May the glory of the Lord last for ever!
May the Lord rejoice in his works!
May my thoughts be pleasing to him.
I find my joy in the Lord. (R.)
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Second Reading
1 Cor 12:3-7, 12-13
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
In the one Spirit we were all baptised, making one body.

No one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord’ unless he is under the influence of the Holy Spirit.
There is a variety of gifts but always the same Spirit; there are all sorts of service to be done,
but always to the same Lord; working in all sorts of different ways in different people, it is the
same God who is working in all of them. The particular way in which the Spirit is given to each
person is for a good purpose.
Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these
parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ. In the one Spirit we were all baptised,
Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Sequence
The sequence may be said or sung.

Holy Spirit, Lord of light,
From the clear celestial height
Thy pure beaming radiance give.
Come, thou Father of the poor,
Come with treasures which endure;
Come, thou light of all that live!
Thou, of all consolers best,
Thou, the soul’s delightful guest,
Dost refreshing peace bestow;
Thou in toil art comfort sweet;
Pleasant coolness in the heat;
Solace in the midst of woe.
Light immortal, light divine,
Visit thou these hearts of thine,
And our inmost being fill:
If thou take thy grace away,
Nothing pure in man will stay;
All his good is turned to ill.
Heal our wounds, our strength renew;
On our dryness pour thy dew;
Wash the stains of guilt away:
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Bend the stubborn heart and will;
Melt the frozen, warm the chill;
Guide the steps that go astray.
Thou, on us who evermore
Thee confess and thee adore,
With thy sevenfold gifts descend:
Give us comfort when we die;
Give us life with thee on high;
Give us joys that never end.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 20:19-23
As the Father sent me, so I send you: Receive the Holy Spirit.

In the evening of the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them,
‘Peace be with you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy
when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. What was different about Jesus breathing the Spirit on the disciples and the Pentecost
experience?
Q. What was significant about the disciples being heard to speak in many different languages?
Q. Why might Pentecost sometimes be regarded as the birth of the Church?
Q. Have you ever had an experience of being aware of the Spirit’s presence/action?
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Q. Where in your life could you use the guidance and strength of the Spirit?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Brothers and sisters, with the Holy Spirit as our gift, let us bring our prayers
before God.

Reader:

That the Holy Church all over the world will be united as one in the spirit of
peace.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That leaders of nations will experience the Spirit of truth and fight for the justice
of all people.
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(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who do not know God will come to know Christ through the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That, through the forgiveness of sins, our parish community will renew the earth
and reach out to all in need.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all the sick in the world will be comforted through the Spirit of healing,
especially those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That through the Holy Spirit, all those who have died will be sent to the Lord most
high, especially those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

God our Father, we are made one in the Holy Spirit. Hear our prayers and by the
fire that is kindled in our hearts, help us to live as Christians united in holiness,
forgiveness and love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

Through the resurrection of his Son
God has redeemed us and made us his children.
May the Lord bless us with joy
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our life. Alleluia.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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