FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR B SUNDAY 14 MARCH, 2021
There is none so blind as the one who will not see.
In today’s Gospel the Pharisees refuse to be taken in by the joy of a young man seeing for the first time. They wouldn’t
accept the story of the cure, because that would mean they’d have to accept Jesus.
Those of us who are not blind, might think that the Gospel story has no relevance for us . It is precisely because we can
see, that it has relevance for us. The question is: how well do we see?
Pope Francis has described the devil’s kingdoms as the places where “everything comes under the laws of
competition ... where the powerful feed upon the powerless” (Evangelii Gaudium, “The Joy of
the Gospel,” #53).
As Jesus tried to tell the Pharisees, blindness is no sin. It is not only with the eyes that we
see. We also ‘see’ with the mind, the heart and our imagination. A narrow mind, a small
heart and an impoverished imagination, all lead to a loss of vision, darken our lives and
shrink our world.
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
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1. Identity and Community
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Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon
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If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
14th Mar 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset
Tuesday
16th Mar 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
21st Mar 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
23rd Mar 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
If you don’t have access to the App or the
Internet
call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be
aware that the NSW Government requires
you to check in and asks that those who are
able to check in with a QR code do so.
If you need help on how to Check in with a
QR code please see Juliet Hutchins.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.
PASTORAL CARE
If you would like to speak with or see a
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
02 4973 1537 .

REFLECTION FOR 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT 14H MARCH,
2021
This time last year we were in lock down; many of us
felt vulnerable and isolated, cut off from family and
friends. There was no commemoration of Holy Week in
our church to look forward to. This year things are looking
a lot more positive because of the sacrifices made and
people’s desire to protect each other. We will be able to
commemorate Holy Week, the most significant time in
the life of the Church, even though there will be some
limitations still in place. But we look forward in hope!
It is hard to believe that we are now beginning the 4th
week of Lent but perhaps now is a good time to pause
and take stock. If I am honest with myself, I have to admit
that my own observance of Lent has not been as good as I
had intended it to be on Ash Wednesday. It is often too
easy to be distracted by the other demands of life; we
allow these to prevent us from finding that quiet time
each day just to BE with God. I know, with God’s help, I
can do better. Each of us can probably do better!
One strategy that might help us focus our attention
during the week is to spend some time revisiting today’s
scriptures, letting the Gospel, especially, be food for our
journey through the week.
In the reading from Chronicles, we saw how the
Israelites suffered exile and the destruction of their
temple as a result of their infidelities but the future was
not without hope. The exile was a period of purification
for a limited time and the sign of God’s favour was the
permission to rebuild the temple. Perhaps we can try to
make the rest of Lent a time of purification for us?
We are all called to holiness; this is not just praying
devotedly and repenting our wrong-doing – it is much
more: it is a state of wholeness in the way in which we
live our lives, choosing to follow Jesus’ example and live
lives which are faithful, loving and obedient. We need to
remind ourselves that Jesus became one of us to show us
how to live. Paul reminds us that salvation is totally God’s
gift to us: “by grace you have been saved, through faith;
not by any thing of your own, but by a gift from God.. We
are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the
good life as from the beginning he had meant us to live
it.” We live in hope!
In John’s account of the healing of the blind man, it is
made clear that suffering is a fact of human life, not a
punishment for sin. Isaiah had already foreseen the
promised Messiah as a great light for all human beings.
Here we see Christ, as he reaches out to cure the blind
man, not only giving him physical sight but also giving him
the opportunity to truly see, as he steadily grows in his
spiritual perception, from naming the man, Jesus, to
acknowledging him as a prophet and one coming from
God and later as the Son of Man. Let us also see with eyes
that are open and not be blinded, as the Pharisees were,
to the truth in front of them.
In this 4th week of Lent in our Lenten Reflections, the
Bishop has called on us to focus on our roles as Christ’s

disciples, responsible for continuing Christ’s mission and
reaching out to others, especially those in need. I found
the homily last week particularly helpful as we heard of
the importance of building bridges with others we see as
different, just as Christ did with the Samaritan woman at
the well. Pope Francis is also a wonderful example with
his visit to Iran. The words quoted from St Peter’s Epistle
also gives us clear direction: “Always be ready to give an
answer to everyone who asks of you about the hope you
have.” In these ways we can be disciples of mission and
outreach!
COVID-19 PANDEMIC EVENT: WHERE ARE WE UP TO?
On March 1, we received our updated Instruction No 14
from the Diocese. And we are grateful to our Vicar
General for taking the time to read the Health
Department Instructions and sending out the pertinent
facts to us.
What applies to us here in Morisset is that:
1. Nothing much has changed because of our building
size and the state of the furniture.
2. Distribution of Communion is still restricted to the Presider unless the numbers warrant it and that social distancing can be observed.
3. Because of the increased infection risk, Holy
Communion is not to be given on the tongue.
4. The Public Health Order requires any person entering a
place of public worship to provide specified information
to the “occupier of the premises”, i.e., to the Parish via
their authorised representative. The Order requires the
“occupier of the premises” must ensure that there is a
person who is responsible for ensuring the specified
information is collected. This may require someone to be
‘on duty’ at the church door to ensure compliance with
the provision of the specified information.
5. It is strongly recommended that parishes make use of
the Service NSW QR Code.
6. Hymnals, bulletins, orders of service, collection plates,
and other objects are not to be handed from one person
to another.
7. For indoor religious services, members of the
congregation should not participate in singing unless:
• The capacity of the church is determined based on one
person per 4 square
metres (the ‘four-square-metre rule’).
• Anyone 12 years and older wears a mask unless
exempt.
It is therefore strongly recommended that assemblies not
return to congregational
singing at this point in time.
8. At this time The Bishop’s dispensation to the lay
faithful from their obligation to attend Sunday Mass
remains in effect.
This is our Covid-19 Plan and we will be following this
until our instructions change. From the Parish Leadership
Team.

Arsad, an Indonesian farmer,
had no toilet at home and
was often sick due to the
practice of open defecation.
Through Caritas Australia’s
support, Arsad and his
community improved hygiene
and sanitation, and funded their own toilets.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 and help
improve health and wellbeing of communities in
Indonesia so they can work towards eradicating poverty,
providing a better future for all.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by
visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
or
phoning 1800 024 413.
EASTER CEREMONIES FOR THE PARISH:
This year we will be celebrating the Easter Triduum at
Morisset with the assistance of Fr Kevin as Presider.
This means that we will have:
1 Holy Thursday- the Mass of the Lord’s Supper -1 April
@ 7.00 pm
2 Good Friday- Service 2 April @ 3.00pm
3 Easter Vigil- Mass
3 April @ 7.30pm
4 Easter Sunday Mass 4 April @ 9.30am
To be able to successfully run these services we will need
help. If you will be available for ministry and Covid
duties during Holy Week, could you please complete the
form as soon as possible at : https://forms.office.com/
Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=x2JU50ZySU2DkekmO6p1oVcaMXkrVFErUIt4mxweXZUM1oxMEdNSkJUWElYUldLMkVJSFJGRFNTNS4u
Alternatively the Link to the form is available on the
parish website or you can call the Parish Office .
NATIONAL CATHOLIC SAFEGUARDING STANDARDSROYAL COMMISSION
Bishop Bill Wright, and the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle, is committed to meeting the National
Catholic Safeguarding Standards. The Standards are a
direct consequence of the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. The
Diocese, including parishes, will be tested for compliance
by an external audit, which should occur in late 2021.
The Parish Leadership Team, and the Parish Secretary
Rosanna, are currently working hard on a Safeguarding
Implementation Plan, to ensure that our Parish, achieves
the 10 standards, consisting of a various number of
criteria and indicators, that demonstrate compliance for
the 2021 audit.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY: PINTS WITH A PURPOSE,
THE GIFT OF FAITH
Join us at a new location for Pints with a Purpose at
Sydney Junction Hotel, Beaumont St Hamilton where
Tinah Tohi will share an incredible testimony about the
gift of faith during hard times. Tinah’s son Emmanuel
who went to Corpus Christi Primary School, Waratah
and later moved to Melbourne, was a perfectly normal
fifteen-year-old teenager when he received the
shattering news that he had an incurable terminal
disease. Tinah will share about Emmanuel and her
family’s journey with a story that will touch your heart
and inspire your faith.
Date: Monday March 15, Time: Dinner from 6.00pm,
Talk: 7.00pm-8.00pm, For any enquiries contact
Mary-Anne de Luca on 0409 077 373
CONSULTATION FOR WOMEN
Catholic women are being invited to participate in a
national consultation via Zoom on March 27. The event
invites women to articulate and celebrate their
contribution to and vision for the mission of the
Catholic Church in Australia. The event is being
organised by the Bishops Commission for
Evangelisation, Laity and Ministry. Find more
information
at:
www.nce.catholic.org.au/
catholicwomen
DOMN LIBRARY
To make help make the resources of The DoMN Library
more available, we are excited to be opening the Dilley
Library, located within the grounds of St Joseph’s
College, New England Highway Lochinvar, on the
second Saturday of each month.
Each month we will offer a Formation session, Book
Club, DoMN Library website training and time for
general access and borrowing. The following is a guide:
9am – 10am: Formation session: March 13th, being a
fascinating presentation on Gerbert of Aurillac or Pope
Sylvester II, a talented French mathematics teacher who
popularised the Indo-Arabic numerals.
10am – 11am: Book Club (General discussion of your
current reading) and General Library access.
11am – 1pm: General library access/borrowing and
DoMN Library website training (Please bring your
device.)
If you would like to attend, please RSVP by emailing the
DoMN Library, indicating your likely hours of
attendance.
(domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au). Please feel free to
email, phone or text (0409 033 449) if you have any
queries or questions.
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about
what is happening locally.

Each week during this Lenten
season, Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immersion
opportunities for parishes via Zoom video
conferencing. These digital engagements will allow
participants to focus on prayer and reflection, Catholic
Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas
International Program staff.
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour
across Australia. You can register for a Virtual
Immersion by going to lent.caritas.org.au.
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
NSW Health deems cash a COVID-19 transmission
hazard and we have been asked by the NSW
Government to encourage parishioners to contribute
to the collections and planned giving electronically
online Electronic payments can be made at: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. If you are a
Planned Giver you need to put your giver number in
the payment reference.
LGBTIQ
CATHOLIC
FORUM
PRE-SYNOD
CONSULTATION
Building the Kingdom of God Together
Sunday 21 March 2021 1.00pm – 4.00pm (AEDT)
Toohey Room; 841 Hunter Street Newcastle West NSW
RSVP and obtain pre-reading from
E: LGBTIQ@mn.catholic.org.au
WEEKEND ROSTERS
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT PATRICK— 17TH MARCH
SAINT JOSEPH— 19TH MARCH
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH
PALM SUNDAY— 28TH MARCH
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 1ST APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 2ND APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 3RD APRIL
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION— 4TH APRIL
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Mark Patrick, Fr Geoff Mulhearn, Fr Glen Baker, Colin Aspinall,
Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin, Therese Strategos, Bill Eckersley,
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Sophie L. Bird, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.
Remembrance
Francesco Lappa, Esterina Flex, Teresa Flex, Erminio Craighero,
John Gibson, Frank Mure, Nina Mure.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy
laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

Fascinating, but scary
Like so many others, I found the unravelling of the Trump presidency compelling
viewing. From the craziness of the campaigning through the awfulness of the postelection events and on to the siege-like security of the inauguration, it had the
fascination of some dystopian-future movie, with the marauding gangs of Mad Max,
leaders manipulating the populace à la Hunger Games, and more than a few
reminiscences of Orwell’s Ministry of Truth and community hate sessions. But this
wasn’t fiction. It was all too real.
BISHOP BILL WRIGHT PUBLISHED MARCH 08, 2021

Are there lessons to be learnt? Well, of course there are, but as so often happens, the
measures that immediately occurred to people were probably the wrong ones. More and better
fences, more heavily armed police and troops on hand, more restrictions on social media
access, classifying more groups as “terrorists”, tougher laws and penalties – all these things
that tend to entrench fear and division in a society are at best temporary expedients, nor
solutions.
We in Australia are, of course, very lucky. We have a deeply rooted civil society. The military
stays out of politics. The police are rarely used to political ends. Our “safety nets” don’t entirely
prevent the formation of disadvantaged underclass groups, but there’s still a pretty good level of
social mobility by world standards. We have issues with racism and demonisation of some
ethnic and religious groups, but they are at least “submerged” attitudes, not socially acceptable
to most of the community most of the time. Historically, the right-wing militias of the interwar
years died of their own absurd posturing, the courts stopped Menzies banning the communists,
Gough Whitlam went peacefully if not quietly, and the anti-war demos of the ’60s actually
succeeded at the ballot box in the end. We’ve come through our crises peacefully. Can we learn
anything from the Trump saga that will help keep up that record?
Here are a few things that I think are relevant to Australia. First, the importance of education,
and particularly liberal education. America has many of the finest schools and universities in the
world, of course. But to the outsider looking in, it does seem to be a two-class system. For many

decades there’s been plenty of talk about the decay of public education in the US, but that
doesn’t seem to have arrested it. Too many states and cities seem to provide good schools to
their middle classes but the bare minimum to farming communities or poor suburbs. It is hard to
believe that so many Americans could have fallen for slogans, conspiracy theories,
demagoguery or downright lies if they had ever learnt any serious history or how to analyse a
text or dissect an argument. I know this is a very 19th-century thought, but the purpose of
education is to produce educated people, not simply people who are “job-ready” for the sort of
work fate has assigned to them. We in Australia have to be careful that we educate all-comers
to participate knowledgably in their society and not simply in the job market.
Second, we must preserve an independent judiciary. The blatant stacking of superior courts
with political allies of the government destroys confidence in the system, as we have seen. We
don’t really have any protection from this in Australia, except for tradition. We must therefore be
watchful. Much the same could be said of the heads of the public service. Once upon a time
they stayed in place despite changes in government, but we have seen a growing tendency for
incoming ministers to get rid of senior public servants and bring in others more aligned with their
party platform. For all the faults of Sir Humphrey, however, a professional public service, not
beholden to the government of the day, is a strength of our system worth safeguarding.
Third, and this is significant in Australia, we have to stick up for politicians who sometimes cross
the floor. Votes “on party lines” are already too prevalent in Australia, in my opinion. Watching
the Brexit debates, it has been instructive to see how many Tories voted against their own
government and those Labour members who voted against the direction of their leader. Equally,
it has been instructive to see how few Washington Republicans have felt free to express an
opinion critical of their party’s man. Essentially, it has only been some Senators who don’t face
election for six years. “My party, right or wrong” is an abdication of the responsibility we give to
our representatives in parliament to engage intelligently with the issues of the day.
There are other things to watch, of course, such as the quality and variety of news services, the
hazards of personality politics – let alone celebrity politics – and the dangers of gun culture
among others. I do like to believe that what happened in the US between 2016 and now couldn’t
happen here, and I don’t think it could, but the biggest lesson of all is that the strength of our
democracy mustn’t be taken for granted and we must keep an eye on some potential weak
spots.
Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Diocesan Vocations Team - Expressions of Interest
The Bishop is seeking to establish a new Diocesan Vocations Team.
Expressions of interest are sought from the clergy, religious and lay members of the
Diocesan community who believe they are able to make a contribution to the life of
the Diocese via the Team.
Register via the online form found at http://bit.ly/DioVTEoI. Submissions will close at
5pm on Friday 9 April 2021.

FAITH MATTERS:
A strong woman
When Bishop Bill convoked the
Diocesan Synod on the Feast of
Saint Mary MacKillop we knew
that we would turn to her
through this period for her
patronage, prayers and support.
ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED MARCH 09, 2021

This year the annual Diocesan Way of the Cross will include reflections of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop. As
we look at the life of Mary MacKillop, we see a woman who persevered in the journey of faith despite the
suffering that she endured. There are times when Mary comes close to despair, yet she finds strength and
meaning in the cross of Jesus.
Given that this week we celebrate International Women’s Day it is only fitting that we honour and pay tribute
to Australia's only saint, proudly a woman, St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.
Mary MacKillop had a deep compassion for her fellow man and woman and her life revolved around
promoting the dignity of the human person, providing options for the poor to break the poverty cycle; helping,
educating and caring for those in need with love and faith in God at the core of her existence.
When writing to the authorities in Rome she states, ‘It is an Australian who writes this’. These words speak of
a new, large harsh land, but one she was proud of and one she had high expectations of and one she could
personally connect with.
Many new Australians had to learn to cope with living on the land and everything that it brought with it,
including droughts, flooding rains and a harsh lonely land, especially those on farms or small country towns.
They had to learn to not just cope, but also reinvent if something went wrong, to take a risk, gamble and just
give it a go. If failure resulted, a strength would appear to try and try again.
Mary possessed these Australian characteristics. She had to learn to cope not only with the environmental
conditions, traveling extensively to assist those living in poverty in remote areas to be educated and cared for.
Mary took risks, many of these were simply risky because she was female in a male-dominated religion. The
concept of central government for the Josephite’s and not being controlled by various Bishops made sense
for Mary’s vision and mission, but was a risky concept which was not favoured by some of the clergy. This
vision took Mary to Rome which she did in disguise to ask for approval from the Pope. She possessed an
unfailing determination to seek justice and went to long lengths to achieve this. The conditions that Mary was
exposed to and the actions she took act as a foundation and platform for her spirituality which was far from
something she only internalised, but rather lived and moulded her to be a servant leader.
Mary approached Australian society with a Social Darwinistic stance; she could see the importance of
education to make young people fit for survival in the harsh realities of a new land.
Mary could see the vital importance of a quality teaching and a learning framework that was accessible to
everyone, especially those who had a weaker chance of survival. Thus, her main objective for the Order was
to supply education to the children of poor, working-class Catholics scattered throughout the bush and less
privileged city areas.
Father Julian Tension-Woods the co-founder of the Josephites and Director of Education, encouraged Mary
to adopt the scheme developed in England in 1846 by Sir James Kay Shuttleworth.

Shuttleworth’s methods were based on the German- Swiss educator Johann Heinrich Pestalozzi’s devised a
theory and method of instruction based on the natural development of the child. Pestalozzi’s teachers ended
up becoming facilitators or guides who would steer the learning process of his or her students. This can be
seen in the Josephite’s monitoring system which encouraged students to be assistants to the sisters in
various roles.
What Pestalozzi tried most of all to do was to get children to use their senses and their minds, to look
carefully, to count, to observe, to think over what they had seen and be able to answer questions, because
they had observed carefully and reasoned clearly. In other words, they were taught to be logical and rational
thinkers. One the biggest influences, apart from Pestalozzi’s concern for the poor children, was
encouragement of hands-on activities for visual learners, so that education should not only be about knowing,
it is also about knowing how to be and knowing what to do; much like Mary’s education system for teaching
students of the next generation, skills for life.
Mary’s spirituality of compassion, was within her from an early age and comes to the forefront through her
drive to establish a school system for all children, especially the poor who would not otherwise be able to
access education.
The curriculum was precisely set out for all year groups contained reading, writing, spelling, parse and simple
sums. Each year group advanced over the years to include the rudiments of geography, history, algebra,
geometry, mensuration, natural philosophy, book-keeping, drawing and vocal music and girls were taught
needlework. To achieve her end, Mary drew up a timetable with Catholic foundations to be practiced every
day. Each day was different for the students and Mary discouraged and advised strongly against rote learning
techniques. The methodologies were incorporated to engage students in the curriculum. For example, viva
voce and reading aloud, provided students opportunities to practice skills they would use in life.
Mary encouraged the sisters to develop a compassionate approach to their students by developing positive
relationships with family and school and to treat all students the same, fee or non- fee paying. Mary, herself,
made the effort to be present at as many of the schools as possible. She made it her concern to view the
student’s record of achievements and encouraged the sisters to be role models, first to arrive and last to
leave.
With her foundations deeply rooted in liberation theology she rose to the challenge of the cries from the poor
and oppressed and tried to ‘never see a need without doing something about it’ to lessen the gap between the
rich and poor. Mary MacKillop’s agenda was practical action for change; she lived out her faith in a way that
had to make a difference.
As a practical mystic she firmly believed that a teacher could make a real difference to the end story,
regardless of its beginnings and she never forgot that the most fundamental feature of all successful teaching
was in the degree of care, compassion and inclusiveness extended to the students.
It is no wonder that Mary’s educational system incorporated elements from Europe, as in a young country it
was necessary to look to more developed cultures and take what was successful in their practise, while
adapting them to a different environment. Mary, like Pestalozzi and Shuttleworth, placed emphasis on the
importance of quality pedagogy which engaged the child and taught them knowledge, skills and
understanding of the foundations of education, which provided enough to obtain employment and be a
contributing independent citizen. The only issue that arises when comparing the educational movements is
the location of where it is being delivered. The remoteness and harshness of the Australian landscape
presented a range of obstacle which were not present abroad. The methodology developed through her
thorough education system provided dignity and worth to all regardless of circumstances or location. This
reveals Mary MacKillop’s spirituality was based on compassion and liberation for all, through putting faith into
action which was at the heart of her life and work. Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop is one strong and
determined woman who we owe much respect for, without her courage Australia would not be the same
country as it is today.
Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fourth Sunday of Lent Year B
Sunday 14 Mar 2021
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be God
who has reconciled us through Christ
and renews us by his grace.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we call upon the mercy of the Lord
in this season of repentance and renewal.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Lord Jesus, it is by grace that we have been saved: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you call us out of darkness into the light of your truth: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you came not to condemn but to save: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Faithful God,
only with the eyes of faith
can we see your glory.
Give us your saving help
even when we do not see your goodness.
Heal us and forgive us all our sins.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
2 Chr 36:14-16. 19-23
A reading from the second book of Chronicles
The wrath and the mercy of the Lord are revealed in the exile and liberation of his people.

All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added infidelity to infidelity, copying all
the shameful practices of the nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had consecrated
for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger
after messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his house. But they ridiculed the
messengers of God, they despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at last the
wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people that there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God, demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to
all its palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The survivors were deported by
Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon; they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of Persia
came to power. This is how the word of the Lord was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah,
‘Until this land has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have gone by, it will keep
sabbath throughout the days of its desolation.’
And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the word of the Lord that was spoken
through Jeremiah, the Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a proclamation
and to have it publicly displayed throughout his kingdom: ‘Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia,
“The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth; he has ordered me
to build him a Temple in Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his people,
may his God be with him! Let him go up.”’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 136. R. v.6
(R.) Let my tongue be silenced, if ever I forget you!
1. By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung our harps. (R.)
2. For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
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‘Sing to us,’ they said,
‘one of Zion’s songs.’ (R.)
3. O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither! (R.)
4. O let my tongue
cleave to my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys! (R.)

Second Reading
Eph 2:4-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
When we were dead through sins, he brought us to life.

God loved us with so much love that he was generous with his mercy: when we were dead
through our sins, he brought us to life with Christ – it is through grace that you have been
saved – and raised us up with him and gave us a place with him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.
This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness towards us in Christ Jesus, how
infinitely rich he is in grace. Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith; not
by anything of your own, but by a gift from God; not by anything that you have done, so that
nobody can claim the credit. We are God’s work of art, created in Christ Jesus to live the good
life as from the beginning he had meant us to live it.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 9:1. 6-9. 13-17. 34-38
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his sight restored.

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground,
made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and
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wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed
himself, and came away with his sight restored.
His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who
used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like
him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’
They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when
Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he
had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some
of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others
said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them.
So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he
has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man.
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you
were born!’ And they drove him away.
Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe
in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus
said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and
worshipped him.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. How does the pattern of this story differ from most of the healing stories in the gospels?
Q. What is the man’s logical argument to the Jewish authorities regarding Jesus?
Q. What are areas of blindness or darkness in our world today that need the light of Jesus?
Q. In what ways can you be the light of Christ for others?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
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and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Sisters and brothers, Gathered here in union with Christ, God’s Beloved Son, let
Leader: Brothers and sisters, the Church of Maitland-Newcastle is centred on
Christ, the cornerstone of our faith, and seeks always to live as a community of
people who educate and form. Through Christ our Redeemer we make our
prayers before God.

Reader:

That the Holy Church will welcome all who repent and seek forgiveness.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That we may have the strength and courage to be joyful and grateful disciples,
bringing others to Jesus in the embrace of his community.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That families struggling with division or conflict will choose forgiveness and
healing.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
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(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

We pray for the inspiration and courage to shine the light on global injustices, and
to let our own light shine unto others, so that we may be agents of change who
bring about the kingdom of God on earth.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That we will have open and welcoming hearts that enable our liturgical
celebrations to embody the unity and love which Jesus prayed for at the last
supper when he gave himself in the humble service of washing feet.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That our parish community will show mercy and acceptance of people with
different cultures and beliefs.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick and housebound will find a renewed spirit through God’s light,
especially those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will dwell in God’s mercy forever, especially those in
our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

God our Father, we are saved through your son Jesus Christ. guide our Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle as we work together to build the Kingdom of God Hear our
prayers, and help us to remember his sacrifice for us as we journey to eternal life
with you. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, Project Compassion Resources, and Diocesan Liturgy Council Synod Resources.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord bless us
in all things through Christ
so that we may work together
in loving service.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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