
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France   Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C SUNDAY 06 MARCH 2022 
              

 Today the First Sunday of Lent, carries some issues that should catch our attention. Every day we are faced with 
choices, to do good, or to do evil, to choose for, or against God. 

 Russia has thrown the world into shock, chaos and despair. The unprovoked military assault against Ukraine is 
unfolding before us with all its ferocity. However, as people of faith, we are united in solidarity with those protesting 
against the war.  

The Lenten season is a time for us to reflect on our own baptismal calling, and ask for the 
courage to try and do, all that we promised and renounced at our baptism. 

The Word of God today helps us to come to terms with our present predicament,  and focus 
our attention on what truly matters.  

As a Church, we are called to the core values of our faith, which are radically different from the 
world we live in.  

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday  6th March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  8th  March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  13th March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  15th  March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING REQUIRED 
As the degree of harm to people in our               
Parish Community could experience if               
they caught COVID-19 is high under WHS 
Laws we are still required to Physical                
Distance 1.5m apart. Everyone will have the 
option to book in to be guaranteed a seat, 
however, it is NOT Compulsory. To book use 
the Book for Services button on the Parish 
Website, or the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or   
call the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm 
Weekdays.  
 
MASKS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED 
Everyone over the age of 12 is strongly              
recommended by NSW Health to wear a 
Mask that covers the nose and mouth whilst 
indoors. 
 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



FAITH MATTERS: A JOURNEY TO FULL COMMUNION 

As the beginning of Lent is approaching, this has led me to 
remember my time at the Rite of Election and becoming a 
Catholic. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED MARCH 01, 2022 

As I grew up, my faith changed and became stronger, at the 
end of my university degree I was placed into a primary 
school within this Diocese. Seeing the children’s love of God 
and faith made me want to explore my own more. While I 
was baptised into the Uniting Church, I longed to be able to 
celebrate Eucharist within the Catholic Church. 

At the end of 2019, I began my faith journey through the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults in the MacKillop Parish. As 
I was already baptised, I was not a catechumen but on a jour-
ney into full communion in the Catholic Church. 

I was supported each week by my sponsor and the parish 
community. This expanded my knowledge of Catholicism and 
helped me confidently teach Religion. The Rite of Election 
2020 occurred on a Sunday afternoon in March at the begin-
ning of a looming pandemic. I was not part of the ceremony 
due to not being a ‘catechumen’ but went to be immersed in 
the faithfulness of the event, to understand the first stage of 
this RCIA process and to support the individuals going through 
the same process as me. 

The Cathedral was filled with supporters, sponsors and the 
other members of the faith community, all there to welcome 
the Elect. I was overjoyed by the choir who provided a melod-
ic experience throughout the event through hymns in a call 
and response style. A sense of celebration was seen through 
the many parishes of our Diocese coming together to support 
their catechumens as they set out on the final intensive phase 
of purification prior to Easter. I was amazed by the number of 
parishes involved, with some having upwards of five catechu-
mens wanting to become Catholic and follow their call to 
know Christ and follow his way within the Catholic communi-
ty. Throughout the Rite of Election, I was struck by the strong 
feeling of love within the community. 

After this lovely event, I continued my journey being re-
ceived into full communion with the Catholic Church at the 
Easter Vigil and immersed myself in all the other celebrations 
that the Easter weekend brings. 

I have been able to continue my own faith journey as a mis-
sionary disciple in my Parish and school. The Mackillop Parish 
continues to support RCIA, which I am happily a part of, to 
allow new catechumens to be confirmed into our growing 
Church. 

The Rite of Election for 2022 is coming up on the 6th of 
March. I am proud to say I will be a sponsor for a young man 
who is on his own faith journey as well. Like his, my journey is 
unique. It has led me into a deeper love and understanding of 
God, my Catholic faith and the Gospels. I long to continue to 
learn how to love like Jesus. AUTHOR: Ellen Morgan 

 

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN OUR DIOCESE 
Join us in honouring the women in our Diocese, as we mark 
both International Women’s Day and the launch of our new 
Council for Women!  
We are hosting a celebratory Mass, which will be followed by 
a morning tea.  
We hope you can join us for this special occasion! 
TIME: 9.30am  DATE: Sunday, 6 March 2022 
LOCATION: Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hamilton 

CARITAS AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 
The Caritas Autumn newsletter is now available online at 
https://www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine/. Check out 
their latest news and stories from overseas and in Australia. 

 
 
 
 

First Sunday of Lent  

Anatercia 12, was struggling to cope with adult                         
responsibilities after her father died. Then she                              

participated in Caritas Australia-supported training and 
gained access to psychosocial supports.  

Now, Anatercia can easily access clean drinking water, 

community members are able to grow healthy crops all 
year round, and there is enough nutritious food to eat. 
Anatercia feels better supported by her community, has 

more time to study and do her homework, and hopes to 
fulfil her dream of becoming a nurse. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2022 to help 
young people succeed in the future and bring                      

stability to vulnerable youth like Anatercia.  

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their 
challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All       
Future Generations. You can donate through Project 

Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available 
from your Parish, by visiting lent.caritas.org.au, or by     
calling 1800 024 413. 

  

https://www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine/
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 2022 
Last Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, the Church invited us to 

embark on a journey, the journey of lent, which is a journey 
towards Easter. 

In the readings for this First Sunday of Lent, we are                        
presented with the challenge of looking into the history of our 
lives to find the truth of who we are and how we must                  
cooperate with the Spirit to bring the kingdom of heaven to 
earth. 

Most of us live on autopilot, seldom thinking about our larger 
purpose in life. But sometimes, there are times, when we have 
a heightened awareness of who we are, where we are going, 
and how to get there. 

Historically, the church has also gone on autopilot at times, 
losing its way, turning in on itself, and failing to proclaim the 
good news of God’s reign to all. The simplicity and clarity of 
Jesus’ proclamation of God’s mercy can fade from view when 
the institution functions more like a monarchy or a business 
than a faith community. 

We are living through a trying time in the Church. At a time 
when the global structures are faltering, the world needs more 
than ever the witness of a Christian community united in its 
effort to honour the dignity and worth of every human person, 
to serve the common good and live as one with God’s                       
creation. 

The season of Lent invites us to simplify our lives, to identify 
with what is most basic. If we listen deeply, the Spirit will lead 
us into the desert to fast, pray and face our own temptations. 
Only then will we be prepared to follow Jesus all the way to 
Jerusalem 

This Lent, let us try to do something – doing nothing is not an 
option. John France 

A MASS TO CELEBRATE INCLUSION 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s first Lesbian, Gay, Bi-

sexual, Transgender, Intersex, Queer (LGBTIQ) Mass will take 
place at the Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in Tighes Hill at 
6.00pm on Friday 4 March 2022. 

LIZZIE SNEDDEN PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 28, 2022 
The LGBTIQ Mass, which is the same as a regular Mass but 

with prayers and scriptures that address the needs of LGBTIQ 
people and their families, had the blessing of the late Bishop 
Bill Wright. 

Lawrie Hallinan is the Secretary of the Diocese’s LGBTIQ 
Catholic Forum, which is organising the Mass. 

“The Mass is an opportunity to celebrate that LGBTIQ people 
are created in God’s image and are welcome in the Catholic 
Church,” Mr Hallinan said.   

Fellow Forum member, James Turner, is gay and said that he 
wishes there was a LGBTIQ Mass when he was young. 

“It would have saved me years of fear and self-loathing if my 

Church had clearly said “God made you as you are, God loves 
you and we see you as a valued member of God’s Church”.” 

The Mass comes on the back of local Catholics specifically 
requesting that the Church clearly express inclusion for 
LGBTIQ people. 

“This call was frequent in the responses to the National Ple-
nary Council and the recent Diocesan Synod,” Mr Hallinan 
said. 

Gerard Mowbray is the Director of Schools in the Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle and has lent his support to the celebra-
tion, believing it reflects the ethos held in schools across the 
diocese.  

“Our schools aim to be communities of safety, inclusion and 
tolerance where all can flourish. This is our commitment to all 
– including our LGBTIQ staff and students,” Mr Mowbray said. 

In a recent message to Catholic families, Pope Francis en-
couraged parents who "see different sexual orientations in 
their children" to accompany, not condemn their children.[1] 

Diocesan parishioner, Liz, describes her daughter and her 
daughter’s wife (her daughter-in-law) as being beautiful, gen-
erous, caring, talented and unique creations of God.  

“My greatest prayer is for my Church to welcome them as 
such and not just see their sexuality,” she said. 

Greg Byrne, a member of the Holy Name of Jesus Parish in 
Forster-Tuncurry, intends to drive two hours to attend the 
service, which is of significance to his family. 

“I am pleased to see the Catholic Church welcoming homo-
sexual people into the worshiping community,” said Greg, who 
is also a member of PFLAG, the first and largest organisation 
for LGBTIQ+ and their parents, families and allies. “These peo-
ple have felt very unwelcome in past years.” 

The LGBTIQ Catholic Forum was established in 2020 with the 
encouragement of the late Bishop Bill Wright to provide sup-
port to LGBTIQ people and to assist the wider Church to be 
more inclusive. 
For more information email LGBTIQ@mn.catholic.org.au or 
visit mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/lgbtiq-forum/ 
 [1] https://cruxnow.com/vatican/2022/01/pope-francis-cites-
struggles-of-parents-of-gay-children-urges-non-condemning-
attitude 

The Vinnies NSW Flood Appeal has been launched to help 
those affected by the natural disaster currently impacting 
communities across the state. Many have been forced to      
evacuate their homes, and the true extent of the damage 
these floods will leave behind is yet to be seen. To donate go 
to https://www.vinnies.org.au/page/Find_Help/Flood_appeal/ 



MARRIAGE AND RELATIONSHIP EDUCATION 
Pastoral Ministries offers a range of innovative, evidence 
based, award-winning marriage and relationship education 
programs that have been designed to enhance your relation-
ship with your partner.  
Before We Say I Do: This program provides opportunities to 
explore your relationship, build on your strengths and gain 
essential knowledge and skills that you will use for years to 
come. Topics covered include: Expectations of Marriage; Influ-
ences of Family of Origin; Communication Styles; Regulating 
Conflict; Commitment and Dedication; Values and Intimacy. 
FOCCUS: (Facilitating Open Couple Communication Under-
standing & Study) Prepare/Enrich involves an in-depth, user-
friendly questionnaire designed to help you and your partner 
learn more about yourselves and your unique relationship. 
Topics covered in the three-part program include: Lifestyle 
Expectations; Friends and Interests; Personality Match; Com-
munication; Problem Solving; Spirituality and Values; Par-
enting Issues; Financial Issues; Family of Origin and Commit-
ment and Dedication. 
Enhance: At times, we all need a bit of extra help to keep our 
relationship vibrant and on-track. Enhance is designed for cou-
ples to work with an educator in private session(s), where you 
will be provided with support to address specific issues or 
challenges in your relationship, based on evidenced informed 
research. However big or small the perceived issue, we can 
help. Couples often come to us to discuss re-igniting the spark, 
communication breakdown, destructive patterns, strengthen-
ing the friendship and building the emotional connectedness 
of the relationship. 
Sessions are currently operating on Zoom. Booking is essential 
3- 6 months prior to the wedding to secure placement in the 
Before We Say I Do program. For more information contact. 
Robyn Donnelly- Marriage & Relationship Education- Pastoral 
Ministries  
P: 02 4979 1370  M: 0412 637 090   
Email:   robyn.donnelly@mn.catholic.org.au 

CONTINUING OUR JOURNEY…….BUILDING THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD TOGETHER IN 2022 | LENTEN REFLECTION 

During Lent we are invited into prayer to renew and refocus 
our relationship with God, with ourselves and others, so we 
can fully celebrate the Paschal Mystery and live life to the full. 

Continuing our synodal journey, you are invited to come 
together in parishes, schools and across the Diocese, both face
-to-face and online, to remain connected during the season of 
Lent. 

Our Parish will be holding face-to-face and ZOOM sessions if 

you would like to join in please contact the parish office via 

email at: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au or phone: 02 4973 

6859 between 9am and 2pm Weekdays, to express your              

interest.  

 

PRAYING THE GOSPELS 
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across 

the Diocese from your own home. God speaks to us through 
the words of the Gospel and then through artist's images of 
the Gospel message. Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm. 
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033 
Password: pray 
For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 

ART AND SPIRITUALITY WORKSHOP 
Creation of art provides an opportunity for a deepening 
awareness of oneself and the world, and can act as a catalyst 
for evoking the Spirit. Art is a means to see-to-re-search and 
find the living meaning of what it means to open the heart. 
Everyone has the ability to create art, but in order for it to be 
theological, the artist needs to explore ways that it makes 
sense of faith. Opening the heart through art involves making 
meaning through the creation, then reflecting on the art itself 
and the unfolding the moment-to-moment direct experience 
of the process. 
This workshop will provide an opportunity to awaken the Spirit 
through the beauty of God’s creation, prayer, and reflection. 
Participants will engage in art making experiences which will 
nourish their faith. 
Dates: Thursday March 31 (9am-3pm)  
Venue: Kilaben Bay Community Centre 
Cost: $25 per person 
To register to go: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-
of-maitland-newcastle-18080128129 
Contact: Rose McAllister | rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 

SYNOD OF BISHOP’S 
Have you taken up Pope Francis’ invitation to participate in a 
global conversation about the Catholic Church? You still have 
three weeks to make a submission to your local consultation 
for the international Synod on Synodality, calling the People of 
God to walk together in our mission as Christians. Submissions 
close on 13 March. Find out more at: https://catholic.org.au/
synodalchurch 

mailto:robyn.donnelly@mn.catholic.org.au
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle-18080128129
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle-18080128129
https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW BISHOP 
Shepherding God 
You reveal your way of unfailing love  
in the image of the Good Shepherd 
who seeks the lost, 
shows compassion 
knows and is known by the sheep  
and lays down his life for them. 
 
We your people of Maitland-Newcastle  
are without a bishop to shepherd us. 
 
We ask that your Holy Spirit  
who moves through this great south land, 
inspire the choice of our new Bishop, 
empower his ‘yes’ 
and open our hearts in hospitality and love. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help pray for us 
Mary MacKillop of the Cross pray for us. 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINTS PERPETUA AND FELICITY— 7TH MARCH 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 
PALM SUNDAY— 10TH APRIL 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 14TH APRIL 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 15TH APRIL 
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 16TH APRIL 
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION—17TH APRIL 
ANZAC DAY—25TH APRIL 
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL 
SAINT PETER CHANEL— 28TH APRIL 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Reg Callinan,                      
Koby Smith, Patricia Jones. 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 H White J Vipan 

PSALMIST: 9.30 M Melvey J Shamley 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 M Melvey J Shamley 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 M Foo U France 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 L & G Hutchinson TBA 

SIGN-IN 9.30 K Amon 
J Vipan 

L McRae 
L McRae 

USHERS 9.30 K Lendon 
B Hutcheson 

A Walker 
G Walker 

CLEANING 9.30 COVID TEAM COVID TEAM 



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
First Sunday of Lent Year C 

Sunday 06 Mar 2022 
 
 

 
The Introductory Rites 
  

Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

 
Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 
Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 
 
Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

L Lord Jesus, you are our strength in times of trial: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you have abolished death and brought life through the Gospel: Lord, have 
mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God, 
your Son, Jesus, was led to the wilderness 
and strengthened by your Spirit. 
As we begin this season of Lent 
may we remove all obstacles 
so that we may become more holy 
and do deeds of love. 

We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading      
Dt 26:4-10 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

The confession of faith of the elect. 

Moses said to the people: ‘The priest shall take the pannier from your hand and lay it 
before the altar of the Lord your God. Then, in the sight of the Lord your God, you must 
make this pronouncement: 

“My father was a wandering Aramaean. He went down into Egypt to find refuge there, few 
in numbers; but there he became a nation, great, mighty, and strong. The Egyptians ill-
treated us, they gave us no peace and inflicted harsh slavery on us. But we called on the 
Lord, the God of our fathers. The Lord heard our voice and saw our misery, our toil and our 
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oppression; and the Lord brought us out of Egypt with mighty hand and outstretched arm, 
with great terror, and with signs and wonders. He brought us here and gave us this land, a 
land where milk and honey flow. Here then I bring the first-fruits of the produce of the soil 
that you, Lord, have given me.” You must then lay them before the Lord your God, and bow 
down in the sight of the Lord your God.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 90:1-2. 10-15. R. v.15 

(R.) Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble. 

1. He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High  
and abides in the shade of the Almighty 
says to the Lord: ‘My refuge, 
my stronghold, my God in whom I trust!’ (R.)  

2. Upon you no evil shall fall,  
no plague approach where you dwell. 
For you has he commanded his angels, 
to keep you in all your ways. (R.) 

3. They shall bear you upon their hands  
lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
On the lion and the viper you will tread 
and trample the young lion and the dragon. (R.) 

4. His love he set on me, so I will rescue him;  
protect him for he knows my name. 
When he calls I shall answer: ‘I am with you.’ 
I will save him in distress and give him glory. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Rom 10:8-13 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The confession of faith of the believers in Christ. 

Scripture says: The word, that is the faith we proclaim, is very near to you, it is on your lips 
and in your heart. If your lips confess that Jesus is Lord and if you believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, then you will be saved. By believing from the heart you are 
made righteous; by confessing with your lips you are saved. When scripture says: those 
who believe in him will have no cause for shame, it makes no distinction between Jew and 
Greek: all belong to the same Lord who is rich enough, however many ask for his help, for 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
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The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Lk 4:1-13  

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus was led by the Spirit through the wilderness where he was tempted. 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit through the 
wilderness, being tempted there by the devil for forty days. During that time he ate nothing 
and at the end he was hungry. Then the devil said to him, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell this 
stone to turn into a loaf.’ But Jesus replied, ‘Scripture says: Man does not live on bread 
alone.’ 

Then leading him to a height, the devil showed him in a moment of time all the kingdoms of 
the world and said to him, ‘I will give you all this power and the glory of these kingdoms, for 
it has been committed to me and I give it to anyone I choose. Worship me, then, and it shall 
all be yours.’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Scripture says: 

You must worship the Lord your God, 
and serve him alone.’ 

Then he led him to Jerusalem and made him stand on the parapet of the Temple. ‘If you are 
the Son of God’, he said to him ‘throw yourself down from here, for scripture says: 

He will put his angels in charge of you 
to guard you, 

and again: 

They will hold you up on their hands 
in case you hurt your foot against a stone.’ 

But Jesus answered him, ‘It has been said: 

You must not put the Lord your God to the test.’ 

Having exhausted all these ways of tempting him, the devil left him, to return at the 
appointed time. 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 
Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. In what ways can ‘the devil’ be seen as a personification of Jesus’ own doubts and fears? 
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Q. How do you respond to the idea of ‘the devil’ as a being? 

Q. When have you ever had a ‘wilderness experience’ in your life? 

Q. What temptations have you had to confront? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Brothers and Sisters, filled with the Holy Spirit, let us bring our needs before 

the Lord.  
Reader: That filled with the Holy Spirit, the Pope and Bishops will forever proclaim the 

Faith of God’s Church.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the people of Ukraine suffering from war. May they be held in your loving 

care and protection and given the strength to endure their suffering and 
hardship.  

(pause) 
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In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those affected by the floods in NSW and Queensland, will trust that God is 

with them through their fears.   
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That as members of the Maitland-Newcastle church community, our eyes and 

hearts will be open to the gifts of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, 
queer people and their supporters. May our respect and support for them 
communicate that God rejoices in diversity and celebrates every person. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That for all those whose access to food and water is insecure, may the whole 
human family respond generously in creating lasting justice in the distribution 
of life’s necessities.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those discerning who will be called to be Bishop for our Church of 

Maitland-Newcastle: May the Holy Spirit be their guide. 
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That we may respond to opportunities such as those presented by Project 

Compassion this Lent to build for all future generations. 
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all the sick will find comfort in the Lord’s abiding shelter and love, 

especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all those who have died will be held by the hand of God and raised with 

the angels to his heavenly home, especially those in our community and 
families.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Leader: Loving Father, we worship you as the Lord and God of all.  Hear our prayers and 
give us the power of your Holy Spirit to resist the temptation of evil and to serve you 
alone.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, Project Compassion Resources. 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Concluding Rite 
Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord bless us 
in all things through Christ 
so that we may work together 
in loving service. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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