St John

Vianney
Parish Morisset

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land our parish encompasses, the Awabakal and Darkinjung People. who, long before us lived, loved,
educated and raised their children on this Country. We pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who are our future.
We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to Country

through their stories, traditions and living cultures.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A SUNDAY 07 DECEMBER 2025

PARISH PRIEST: Fr Darryl Mackie
Ph: 0409 611 949
Email: darryl.mackie@mn.catholic.org.au
ASSISTANT PRIESTS: Fr Paul Kamau,
Fr Peter Naju, Fr John Purnell
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
Uta France, John France, Mal Melvey,
Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, Rod Hay.
PARISH ADMINISTRATION:
Rosanna Suckling, Maryanne Barry,
Vimal Valiyaveetil, Bridget Voigt.
OUR CHURCHES:
St John Vianney Church
60 Yambo Street Morisset
St Patrick & St Brigid Church
6 Martinsville Road Cooranbong

PARISH OFFICE:

60 Yambo Street, Morisset 2264, PO Box 87,
Ph: 02 4973 6859

For Urgent Anointing of the Sick

Ph: 0493 969 362

Email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday
to Friday (except public holidays. Appoint-
ments recommended).

Website:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/
stivparish

Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/
stjvparish_morisset/

(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to
the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN

If you would like the parish to pray for a
family member who is sick, recently
deceased or you would like remembered please
email the parish office or complete a prayer card
for each person and place in the mail box near
the parish office door.

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :

Saturday 6th December 5pm
Mass—Morisset
Sunday 7th December 9.30am
Mass—Morisset
Tuesday 9th December 9.30am
Mass—Morisset
Saturday 13th December 5pm
Mass—Cooranbong
Sunday 14th December 9.30am
Mass—Morisset
Tuesday 16th December 9.30am

Mass—Morisset

Dear Parish Family,

Prepare a way for the Lord......

In the second week of Advent, we light candle number two — the Peace Candle
sometimes also called the Prophet Candle! The prophets throughout the ages
spoke of the coming of the messiah, of one born a king in the line of David.
Isaiah in the first reading foretold a time of peace was coming. What did this
mean for the people of Isaiah’s time who were living more than 600 years
before the birth of Jesus. All they had known was war. They had been taken
from their country in captivity. They had felt God had been silent, but Isaiah
speaks of someone from the stock of Jesse. Who was Jesse? Jesse was the
father of King David. There was a sense with the coming of the messiah, a
return to the natural or let’s say peaceful order of things...the wolf lives with
the lamb...

One of the most haunting songs in the musical, Jesus Christ Superstar is John
the Baptist singing ...Prepare ye the way of the Lord...(you’re probably singing it
in your head right now!) It’s haunting because it’s the call to a change of heart,
he knew who was about to come next. The central figure of Advent is John the
Baptist. His address is c/o the wilderness...why there? That is the traditional
place associated with growth of Israel’s religions. It was in the desert that the
people of Israel first met God and it’s in the desert they could hear God
closely. So, it’s appropriate that the last great prophet who links both the Old
and the New Testament comes from the wilderness. John begins his ministry
by baptising, and his message is clear ...prepare a way
for the Lord, make his path straight. What is it that we
may need to make straight be it at work, at school, at
home or with my family?

Sorry, no (oom af the in.
There's & Comestion in

As we draw closer to Christmas, we are called to a
change of heart. We are all aware of areas in our life
that might need to be challenged, that might need to be
changed. Advent is the time of change; may we be
found at Christmas time to not be like the Inn that had
no room left.

As we light the second candle this weekend of our
Advent wreaths...we light the candle of peace! Peace is like a light shining in a
dark place. As we look at the light of the candle, we celebrate the peace we
find in Jesus Christ.

Welcome back Fr Paul, it’s good to have you home again, well rested and
recreated! You were missed by us all. As for me, I’m hoping to return next
weekend 13/14™" December after the surgery all went well. | am recovering
slowly with a long list from the doctor of don’t do’s and that means long walks,
stairs or driving. And yes, | am trying to be a good patient. Anyway, thanks for
all the prayers and good wishes they are much appreciated and | will be back
in action again soon.

Happy Advent everyone!
Fr Darryl PP
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ADVENT

In this second week of Advent, we light the second Lantern of
Peace. Peace is like a light shining in a dark place. We light the
Lantern to remind us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
When Jesus came, he taught people the importance of being
peacemakers and he said those who make peace shall be called
God’s children.

RECONCILIATION

The primary function of any Christian Community is to be a group
of people who accept others and help others accept themselves.
The Christian church is called by God to be a community in which
mutual acceptance and forgiveness is a reality. Advent is an
opportunity for us to celebrate this gift.

Last Wednesday evening a good number of parishioners availed
themselves of the opportunity to participate in a communal
liturgical celebration of the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the
Morisset Church.

It began with the community listening to the word of God, and a
homily from Fr John Purnell, emphasizing the need for
repentance, and the infinite mercy of God. During the
examination of conscience, the assembly reflected together on
where and how they had fallen short of their baptismal
commitment to follow Christ.

It was a moving experience to witness fellow parishioners
humbling themselves publicly approaching Fr John or Fr Peter for
forgiveness, positioned in the church in such a way, that they
could be seen but not heard by others.

After everyone had received the sacrament of reconciliation and
absolution, the liturgy concluded with a proclamation of praise, a
prayer of thanksgiving and a blessing.

WRAPS WITH LOVE.

During the week our fabulous ‘Wrap with Love Knitters’ delivered
another consignment of rugs and beanies to the Seafarers
Mission at Hanell Street Wickham.

The Mission to Seafarers is an ecumenical Centre working
alongside Stella Maris and provides support to the men and
women who face danger every day to keep the global economy
afloat.

The Seafarers Mission is a volunteer organisation that provides
welcome and friendship. It is a place where seafarers can relax
away from their ships. The centre has a chapel, telephones and
computers to assist seafarers to keep in touch with their families
as well as a small shop selling toiletries, souvenirs, food and
drinks.

The Wraps and Beanies will be delivered to the ships in
Newcastle Harbour, together with ‘care packs’ by the volunteers,
and offered to those who need a bit of warmth and comfort.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES.

Christmas  Eve-6pm-Morisset  Showground.-Ourimbah  St.
Christmas Day, Mass 9.30am Morisset, 60 Yambo St. Morisset.
As in the past, Christmas Eve Mass will be held at the Morisset
Showground to allow for the expected larger than normal crowd,
and availability of parking.

2026 COLUMBAN ART CALENDERS

Are available for purchase for $11 each at the

back of church please see one of the members
from the Morisset Vinnies Conference

Thank you to the people who have volunteered for Christmas
duties.

The Christmas ‘sign up’ sheet for liturgical ministries, and other
‘to do’ jobs will again be at the church this weekend for your
consideration. Alternatively you can complete the online form at:
https://forms.office.com/r/qDREJ71MaM

Do we have any children interested in a Christmas Pageant?
Also do we have someone able to co-ordinate the children’s
pageant?

A ‘Working Bee’ to set up chairs and the stage for Christmas
Eve Mass at the Showground will commence at 10am- 24"
December.

A meeting to finalise Christmas Eve will be held in the Callinan
Centre at 7pm next Friday. 12" December. -All welcome.

PLEASE PRAY FOR JACKIE PURNELL

Last Wednesday evening, while Fr John Purnell was leading our
liturgy of reconciliation here in Morisset, his 96-year-old mother
Jackie, had a fall at home. She was subsequently transported by
ambulance to John Hunter Hospital with a damaged hip and
elbow. Please pray for the speedy recovery of Jackie Purnell.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED-CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR

The Parish Office will be closed during the Christmas/New Year
period. It will close 2pm Christmas Eve Wednesday 24"
December 2025 and will reopen 9am Monday 5™ January 2026

WITH A LIGHT HEART

At 98 years old, the archbishop was dying. The nuns and fathers
gathered around his bed, trying to make his last journey
comfortable. They brought some warm milk to drink, but he
refused. One of the nuns took the glass back to the kitchen.
Remembering a bottle of whiskey gifted to her last Christmas,
she opened it and poured a generous amount into the milk.
Returning to the Archbishop's bed, she held the glass to his lips.
And so, he drank a little, then a little more, and before they knew
it, he had drunk the whole glass.

"Your Eminence," intoned a Monsignor, "please give us some
wisdom before you die."

Rising from the bed, a most pious look on his face, he said "Don't
sell that cow."

LAKHFSID,

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025

Christmas Eve 5:30pm St Mary’s Warners Bay

Christmas Eve 6:00pm St Joseph’s Toronto

Christmas Eve 6:00pm Morisset Showground

Christmas Eve 7:00pm  Our Lady Help Boolaroo

Christmas Day 8:00am St Michael's Booragul

Christmas Day 9:00am St Mary’s Warners Bay

Christmas Day 9:00am St Joseph’s Toronto

Christmas Day 9:30am St John Vianney Morisset
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LATEST NEWS FROM OUR SAFEGUARDING
PROMOTERS 07 DECEMBER 2025

The Promoters of Safeguarding continue to endorse a culture of

safeguarding within the Parish.

Safeguarding children during Christmas is crucial due to in-
creased risks of abuse, neglect, and emotional distress, necessi-
tating vigilance and support from adults. Increased risks include:

1. Domestic Abuse: The festive period often sees a rise in do-
mestic violence, with children trapped in unsafe environments.
Schools, which typically provide a support network, are closed,
leaving vulnerable children without access to trusted adults.

2. Financial Strain: The pressure to provide a "perfect" Christmas
can lead to financial difficulties, exacerbating family tensions and
increasing the risk of neglect or abuse. Families may struggle
with the costs of gifts and celebrations, leading to stress and
conflict.

3. Isolation and Loneliness: With schools closed, children may
lose contact with their support networks, leading to feelings of
isolation. This can be particularly harmful for those already expe-
riencing neglect or abuse, as they may feel trapped and unable
to seek help.

4. Increased Supervision Needs: Children may be left unsuper-
vised for extended periods, especially if adults are preoccupied
with holiday preparations or socialising. This lack of supervision
can expose them to various risks, including accidents and online
dangers.

5. Proactive safeguarding of children can help ensure that the
holiday season is a time of joy and safety rather than distress and
danger.

MASSES AT WYEE

In 2026 we are proposing to hold Masses at Wyee due to our
growing population and needs in that area.

They will be held on the 4th Sunday of the Month we would love
your input on a suggested Mass time.

Please complete the survey form at: : https://forms.office.com/
r/BWOFEjSmnq or click on the link on our website homepage.

y iy

Parish VOIunteers needed
to assist with Children’s
Liturgy of the Word

All training and resources supplied.
Contact morparish@mn. catholic.org.au
or 4973 6859
Let’s all contribute to the faith tife of young people.

JOIN WITH US AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE MISSION
OF THE CHURCH

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is seeking expressions of
interest from people across our Diocese who feel called to con-
tribute their wisdom, skills and passion on one of our new
Boards or Councils.

With a refreshed governance structure that honours both civil
and Church law, we are creating new Councils, Boards, and Com-
mittees that remain faithful to the teachings and mission of the
Church as well as help shape the future of our Diocese.

Detail about each of the Councils, Boards and Committees can be
found on our website at: https://mn.catholic.org.au/
governance-advisory-group-eoi/

Expressions of interest will close on 8 December 2025, 11:59pm.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LAUDATO SI’ THIS CHRISTMAS

The Tighes Terrace Community Garden, supported by St Bene-
dict’s Inner Newcastle Catholic parish, is offering free red cedar
(Toona ciliata) trees to individuals, families, schools and commu-
nity groups to celebrate the 10™ anniversary of Laudato Si’ — with
over 500 trees distributed, their goal is to have 1000 planted by
2026. Find out how to get yours at the diocese website at:
https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/laudato-si-plant-hope-with-red

-cedar-trees/

2026 SISTERS OF FAITH DINNER

Wednesday 11 February 2026

Victor Peters Suite, 841 Hunter Street Newcastle West

This is a sell-out each year amongst the women in our faith com-
munities. Our guest speaker will be Sr Helen-Anne Johnson from
Mum’s Cottage, Holmesville. Tickets are $35 and on sale at the
diocese website https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/sisters-of-
faith-2026-dinner/

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAM
Our next Program will be held on at 7pm on Tuesday 9th De-

cember 2025. Please book your place at: https://
forms.office.com/r/HRzVSryKVh or Email: mor-

parish@mn.catholic.org.au or call 02 4973 6859.

Jakedide Paninhes

3rd December - Morisset
10th December - Toronto
17th December - Warners Bay
All commence at 7pm
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SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1st Collection

If you would like to make contributions to support the priest’s
monthly stipend, private health insurance and superannuation
contribution. Please do so at Mass in the First Plate or electroni-
cally using the Online Payments button on the Parish Website
Home page, or by Electronic Funds Transfer Bank Account Name:
Morisset Parish Presbytery  BSB: 066739  No: 100004062
Ref: SURNAME.

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2nd Collection

If you would like to make contributions to support our parish
operating costs. Please do so at Mass via the Second Plate, the Tap
n Go machines or by Parish Electronic Funds Transfer the details
are: Account Name: Morisset Parish Church BSB:066739 Account
Number: 100004064 please use one of the following Payment
References PG# + SURNAME or SURNAME you can also use the
Online Payments or Planned Giving button on the Parish Website
Home page. Receipts can only be provided to those who are
registered for planned giving.

If you would like to contribute via Direct Debit for either or
both collections contact the Parish Office.

UPCOMING
SOLEMINITIES
SAINT NICHOLAS (OM) - 6TH DEC

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
(S) - 8TH DEC

SAINT JUAN DIEGO CUAUHTLATOATZIN (OM) - 9TH DEC

OUR LADY OF LORETO (OM) - 10TH DEC

SAINT DAMASUS | (OM) - 11TH DEC

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE (OM) - 12TH DEC

SAINT LUCY (M) - 13TH DEC

SAINT JOHN OF KANTY (OM) - 23RD DEC

FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at
home, especially those living with a life threatening
disease:

Miriam English, Jennene Mallett, June Gillett, Bill Fenton,
Jayden  Sanders, Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney,
Maureen Luxford, Steve McKay, Jackie Purnell, Nancy Overton,
Ross Dickson, Mary Monaghan, Clare Wallington,

Donna Hazzard, Pam Mullaly, Tintumol Thomas, Peter Martyn,
Bruce Gillett.

{d

We are committed to the
NATIONAL CATHOLIC

SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS

WEEKEND ROSTERS Please pray for those who have. been called to

eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
5PM Mass Mass
9.30AM Mass Mass

EUCHARISTIC | 5PM K Lendon K Lendon

MINISTER 9.30AM L Hutchinson M Melvey P@pe Leo’s

PROCLAIMERS: | 5PM R Hay J Parkins Praver Intention

9.30AM G Whalen H White Y
for December 2025
PSALMIST: 5PM P Melvey P Melvey
9.30AM S Mathew K Lendon For Christians

GIFTS 5PM K Lendon H White in areas of conflict

9.30AM F & P Melluso T Alexander Let us pray that Christians

SERVERS 5PM J Lawandos L Hutchinson living in areas of war or

9.30AM V Paulo R & C Lawandos conflict, especially in the
Middle East, might be seeds of
Av 5pm E Lawandos J Vipan i
= eace, reconciliation,
9.30AM D Peterson M Fowler , - p e
ool Vatcan Mecli) and hope.
WELCOMERS | 5PM Camerom Family K Lendon
9.30AM M Melvey M Fowler The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of

CHURCH COOR XXXX P Maclntyre children and vulnerable adults.

CLEANIING MOR R Hay XXXX Our Parish supports The Diocese in its zero-tolerance approach
to abuse. Every one of us must each day commit ourselves
individually and collectively to safeguard each child and every

COUNTING M Fowler T Alexander vulnerable person to whom we interact with.

K Whalen J Hutchins Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable person please

contact the Office of Safeguarding Phone: 02 4979 1390 Email:
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au,

or visit their website for further information:
www.officeofsafequarding.org.au

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at

www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal
relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is
not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese
cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Second Sunday of Advent A
Sunday 07 Dec 2025
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a
table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.
Sign of the Cross
Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Greeting
Leader:
Blessed be Jesus Christ, who will come again in glory.
All:
Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):
Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we await the coming of the Lord.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:
Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:
Lord Jesus, you call us to repent: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you ask us to walk in harmony and peace: Christ, have
mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you rule your people with justice: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:
Amen.
Opening Prayer
Leader:
Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.
Almighty God,
a voice cries out
to make the paths straight and the mountains low.
In this Advent let nothing stop us
from preparing the way of the Lord.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Isaiah 11:1-10

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,
his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together
with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends,
their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra's hole;
into the viper's lair
the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm,
on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.
That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:
The word of the Lord.

All reply:
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 71:1-2. 7-8.12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7
(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.
1. 0 God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. (R.)
2. In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.)
3. For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. (R.)
4. May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. (R.)

Second Reading

Romans 15:4-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Christ, the hope of all people.

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to
teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who
helps us when we refuse to give up,

help you all to be tolerant with each other, following the example of
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God'’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in the
same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ



became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God
could faithfully carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it
was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as
scripture says in one place: For this | shall praise you among the
pagans and sing your name.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:
The word of the Lord.
All reply:
Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Reader:
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew.
All:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.” This was the man the prophet
Isaiah spoke of when he said:
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made
their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them,
‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit,
and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have Abraham for our
father,” because, | tell you, God can raise children for Abraham
from these stones. Even now the axe is laid to the roots of the
trees, so that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown on the fire. | baptise you in water for
repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than |
am, and | am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will
clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but
the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’
Reader:
The Gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.
Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.
Profession of Faith
Leader:
In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Let us bring our prayer before God who shows mercy to all

who pray.

Reader: That the Holy Church will be a sign of justice and peace in the
world today.
In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That people everywhere will have their human rights assured,
especially those living in areas affected by war and famine. In
your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That those affected by the fire in Hong Kong, floods in
Southeast Asia, and other disasters throughout the world, will
receive the help they urgently need, and ongoing support as
they rebuild their lives. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That young people who are dealing with important life-
decisions will be guided by the Holy Spirit and supported by
family, friends and their community. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That, in our preparations for Christmas, we will not forget
those who are lonely or marginalised. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That all who are sick will find fullness of peace in Christ, and
may everyone who has died dwell in the house of God. In your
mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Loving God, through Christ we are given the hope of Salvation.
Hear our prayers, and help us in our prayer and penance as we
wait to welcome Christ the Saviour. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

All: Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:
At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing

Leader:
May the Lord be with us and protect us now and for ever.

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All: Amen.
Dismissal

Leader:
Let us go in peace..

All:
Thanks be to God.
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