FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR B SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY, 2021

In the Gospel today, Jesus retreats into the desert for 40 days. His time in the wilderness strengthens him for what lies
ahead. Jesus lived in a complicated time, under a government and social system, that oppressed his community. Let this
give us hope, for we Christians, too, must wrestle with demons not only once, but repeatedly during life's journey.
Jesus was an integral member of his community; his choices did not affect only him. Being in relationship with God is
about being in relationship with other people. This means we must engage with the systems of social sin in our
communities, and work to bring them more in line with God’s vision.
The Second Vatican Council, challenged us to observe the season of Lent with all
seriousness, and to take responsibility for our own spiritual growth. That is a lot harder than
just following rules, but it also bears the potential of really making Lent a time to change
our lives, and truly become more Christlike.
So, Let Lent be a time of true commitment, to take it seriously, and to allow the grace of
God to truly change us in the next 40 days.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.
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In Office

Uta France
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John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au
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If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
21st Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
23rd Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
28th Feb 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
2nd March 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
If you don’t have access to the App or the
Internet
call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays.
When you come to Mass please be aware
that the NSW Government requires you to
check in and asks that those who are able to
check in with a QR code do so.
If you need help on how to Check in with a
QR code please see Juliet Hutchins.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.
PASTORAL CARE
If you would like to speak with or see a
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
02 4973 1537 .

Jamila, 22, is a Rohingya
woman living in the world’s
largest refugee camp in
Bangladesh. She was forced to
flee the armed conflict in
Myanmar to save herself, her
elderly mother and her eight-month-old baby.
With the support of Caritas Australia, through Caritas
Bangladesh, Jamila was able to access emergency food
and shelter. She also received counselling, emotional
support, and learnt sewing skills to help her earn an income.
Jamila now feels less alone, with a sense of community
around her. She is able to ‘Be More’ to her little family.
“Thank you, and thanks Caritas Australia,” Jamila says.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to help
mothers like Jamila be more for her family and her
community.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or
phoning 1800 024 413.
AURORA SURVEY
Aurora magazine is an important tool to share the good
news of the Church in the Diocese of Maitland
Newcastle.
We want to ensure we are effectively communicating
with Catholics and the broader community and that our
communications, including Aurora, are reaching you
through media you have access to and like to use. Have
your say about what Aurora could look like in the future
by
completing
our
survey
here:
https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/VKC29PH
PROJECT COMPASSION 2021
Project Compassion 2021 has launched with the theme
‘Be More’. This year due to COVID restrictions some of
our communities are unable to meet face to face for the
Project Compassion Launch. Our Diocese has had a long
history of supporting Caritas and this year we invite you
to access the number of resources produced locally here:
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
project-compassion/
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY MASS – SUNDAY 7
MARCH 2021
Join with women of the Diocese as Bishop Bill celebrates
Mass on International Women’s Day at Sacred Heart
Cathedral Hamilton on Sunday March 7 at 9.30am, with
the newly formed Council for Women in the MaitlandNewcastle Diocese. All welcome

OUR PARISH SYNOD-LENTEN PROGRAM:
REFLECTIVE LISTENING/SHARING:
Our Lenten Program this year is our response to our
situation in 2020-21, in our world, our country, our
diocese and in our lives.
In 2019 we shared our concerns and fears, asking the
big question about “What is the Spirit asking of us in
Australia” We answered in 3 ways, National, Diocesan
and Parish.
All our answers were collated, and the Diocesan ones
came back to us and have been collated and refined.
Now we will look at these concerns and reflect on
them.
Our Lenten Program is a weekly process. We begin by
hearing the Sunday’s Gospel, listening to the reflection,
we look at Our Story presented as a Visual
Representation, we look at each Foundational
Statement, then, we look at the Concerns and
Recommendations being made.
When we come together, we share our insights with
each other, we listen to each other respectfully and
share our wisdom.
We will be asked:
“In light of our reflections on Scripture, Our Story, Our
Statements and Concerns and Recommendations- What
spoke to ME/US?”
If we wish we can send our main point through to the
Diocese on the Web Site for further processing before
the next Synod meeting.
To register your expression of interest please complete
the
form
at:
https://forms.office.com/Pages/
DesignPage.aspx?
auth_pvr=OrgId&auth_upn=MorParish%
40mn.catholic.org.au#FormId=x2JU50ZySU2DkekmO6p1oVcaMXkrVFErUIt4mxweXZUOFA4RkhUSk5KSFFJVFVCTjdPNFBTM04zVy4u
SCRIPTURE IN SCHOOLS INTER-DENOMINATIONAL
SERVICE – 2 WEEKS AWAY
Please plan to attend the inter-denominational service
for Scripture in Schools at Morisset Baptist Church,
Sunday evening 7 March, 6 pm. Rejoice to hear how
students are responding to the Scriptures. Join in
special prayer for our Scripture teachers.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER. 2021
The Morisset Uniting Church (Church in the Trees) will
host the World Day of Prayer for 2021. It will be held on
Friday 5th March at 10.am. The Theme Country is
‘Vanuatu’ As the Covid Capacity for the Uniting Church
is 55 people, each church will be allowed 5 attendees. If
you are interested in attending could you please
contact Rosanna at the Parish Office by Friday 26th
February 2021.

REFLECTION- THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR B-2021
Again, we begin the season of Lent for 2021. Last
Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, we embarked on a journey
towards Easter. Those who are of an older generation,
will remember Lent as a more severe and sombre
season. Adults had to fast every day during Lent, not just
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. Abstinence was an
everyday thing, not just on Fridays. Following the Second
Vatican Council in the 1960s, the church removed many
of these rules.
Now we are invited to abstain more seriously. Giving
up meat, while eating lobster, is not a real penance for
most people, and it is to real penance that we are called.
Penance is intended to show that we can reform our
way of life.
Although observances seem less strict, Lent requires
much more of us today. Instead, we are challenged to
observe the season of Lent with seriousness, and to take
responsibility for our own spiritual growth. That is a lot
harder than just following rules, but it also has the
potential of really making Lent, a time to change our
lives and truly become more Christlike. We are called to
do more than the minimum.
Lent touches something in all of us. Habit plays a big
part in our lives. It is said that we live the second half of
our lives according to the habits acquired in the first
half. That will bring comfort to those who have formed
good habits.
Lent provides us with a window of opportunity to look
at ourselves and see how we can become better followers of Christ. Each “right choice” makes the next right
choice more likely and easier.
So, we pray. Father help us to observe this holy season
in prayer and repentance, so that we may be ever more
faithful to you and to one another. Amen. John France
REFLECTION DAYS WITH BISHOP BILL
Will be in pastoral regions through out the Diocese and
anyone from anywhere across the diocese can attend
any of the sessions which will be running from Tuesday
13th April until Tuesday 4th May for information on
Days, Times and Locations go to: https://
www.domnsynod.com.au/get-involved/reflection-days
-with-bishop-bill/
PRINTED BULLETINS
Due to NSW Government COVID-19 restrictions printed
bulletins will not be available prior to Mass, as NSW
Health considers them a transmission hazard and asks
that we send them electronically. If you have the
internet either on PC or Smartphone and are not
currently receiving the bulletin electronically please
contact the parish office to make arrangements, or
alternatively you can view it on our Parish Website or
Facebook page. If you are unable to receive the bulletin
electronically please contact the parish office and we
can make arrangements to have the bulletin delivered

BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF GOD TOGETHER, OUR
JOURNEY: DIOCESAN CONTEMPLATIVE DIALOGUE
REFLECTION PROGRAM DURING LENT
From Lent until Pentecost the people of the diocese are
invited to engage in the process of contemplative
dialogue, to discern more fully the framework for
considering 'Building the Kingdom of God Together, Our
Journey' in our diocese.
The purpose of the diocesan reflections during Lent (17
February – 31 March) is to enable all members of the
diocesan community to respond to the papers
developed by the Synod Working Party. Synod
delegates will be facilitating the Contemplative
Dialogue Reflection Program throughout Lent in Parishes,
schools and online.
For those wanting to connect with this program online,
you are invited to register each week to one of the
sessions. It is optional to register at the same time or a
different time each week.
To register for each session throughout Lent go to:
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/diocesan-lentenreflection-groups-registration-136552114049
To access the program and resources online, go to:
https://www.domnsynod.com.au/building-thekingdom/
CLIMATE ACTION CONFERENCE: FUTURE DIRECTIONS!
Hear from incredible guest speakers, stories of hope and
stories of winning. Discuss the difference we as a faith
group can make. Connect with others who care about this
issue and workshop what our contribution to change will
be!
Date: Saturday 20 March 2021
Time: 9am-5pm
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/climateaction-conference-future-directions-tickets135449295489?
fbclid=IwAR2CMNXDVogLngzeUrsPWOKQjlU7uxXKHL1a38vwcUoRITj7qApKk8IZ0E
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
NSW Health deems cash a COVID-19 transmission
hazard and we have been asked by the NSW
Government to encourage parishioners to contribute to
the collections and planned giving electronically online
Electronic payments can be made
at: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. If you are a
Planned Giver you need to put your giver number in the
payment reference.
FEBRUARY AURORA
Is
available
online
now
at:
www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/aurora

https://

THE SEE JUDGE ACT (SJA) SMALL GROUP
Will gather in the Callinan Centre on Thursday 25th
Feb at 9.30am – 11.10am gathering. The focus for our SJA
will be the coming Sunday’s Gospel, and to consider how
that text may
1 speak to, or relate to one’s life in some way;
2 to seek to identify how some practical action (or
attitudinal change) may be a suitable response to this
listening to the Gospel text. Any action would particularly
seek to serve the promotion of some form of loving
change, or address some need- no matter how simple.
The Gospel text is of the 2nd Sunday of Lent and is the
Gospel of Mark Ch 9: 2-10 (the First Reading of the
Sunday Liturgy is always chosen to complement the
Gospel of the day. Reading this may assist in your
reflection upon the Gospel prior to our gathering. (“…
where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, I am there in their
midst…”)
Any inquiries of interest about the SJA group, please
contact Fr Kevin

Each week during this Lenten season, Caritas Australia is
holding Virtual Immersion opportunities for parishes via
Zoom video conferencing. These digital engagements will
allow participants to focus on prayer and reflection,
Catholic Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with
Caritas International Program staff.
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour
across Australia. You can register for a Virtual Immersion
by going to lent.caritas.org.au.

Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Fr Geoff Mulhearn, Fr Glen Baker, Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill,
Helen Martin, Therese Strategos, Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett,
Joan Gillett, Sophie L. Bird, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who
is sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered
please call or email the parish office or complete a prayer
card for each person and place in the mail box near the
parish office door. Cards are available at the back of the
church and at the Parish Office. All prayer requests require
permission from a family member or the person. Due to
Australian privacy laws.

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about what
is happening locally.
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY
SAINT PATRICK— 17TH MARCH
SAINT JOSEPH— 19TH MARCH
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH
PALM SUNDAY— 28TH MARCH
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 1ST APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 2ND APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 3RD APRIL
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION— 4TH APRIL
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9.30

COVID-19
Safety Team
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

COMES A TIME
The first book of the Hebrew scriptures and the
last gospel of the Christian scriptures both
open with the same phrase, "In the beginning".
Both scriptures imply there was nothing before
the “beginning” they go on to describe. For us,
as humans, it is very difficult to conceive or
imagine nothingness. We are made of flesh
and we live in a world of matter.
FELICITY LEE PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 12, 2021
For us, unlike the big beginning of the scriptures, beginnings have a definite “before”. Our beginnings are
really a change, an alteration, even a replacement of what was before. For us, what was, with all its familiarity and
comfort, is now no longer and the future, the after of the beginning, is unpredictable. This is true of our birth from
the womb and, science tells us, of life itself even at the quantum level.
The introduction of a new person into a group causes a shift in dynamics. A new personality and a new set
of behaviour patterns require each one of the group to start thinking and behaving in a new way. We see this
clearly when a single person becomes part of a couple. Things change. When a child arrives, the couple have to
start a new relationship that will accommodate the child. If a second or third child arrives, each family member has
to start again in a new pattern of behaviour and attitude and give even more wriggle room to others than
previously.
This change a new beginning brings can be very unsettling. It can be joyful or sad, slow or sudden, desired
or feared, for the better or for the worse. There are some new beginnings many of us share – major beginnings
such as marriage, school, a new job, moving house, state or country. Other beginnings are unique to each of us
and to our situation.
With each new beginning there comes an ending. Endings and beginnings are inextricably entwined. One
cannot exist without the other. And endings, like beginnings, can be just as unsettling and challenging. They too
can be painful or pleasurable, anticipated or unexpected. As the human body grows and matures, many features
disappear and appear. Baby fuzz becomes hair, gums acquire teeth, puberty brings acne and facial hair. Gone is
the soft smooth skin and the marvellous flexibility of babyhood, but here approaches maturity.
Many of us are fortunate and reach old age, albeit, as Shakespeare put it so succinctly "sans eyes, sans
teeth, sans taste, sans everything". (As You Like It: Act 2:7) Recently, a friend of mine pointed out that our ending
is much like our beginning. Our hair thins out or may almost disappear, leaving just a fuzz. We lose teeth and can
end up once again with gums. We rest, doze, sleep a great deal and sit or lie around a lot. Some of us become
incontinent and start wearing nappies again. Yet others have to be hand fed nutritious purees and soft edibles.
These are the signs that we are preparing for another beginning: life after death. Learning to live gratefully
and graciously till the final ending becomes a challenge to be met every day. It is said that each day is the first day
of the rest of your life. This truism begins to have a deeper, sharper meaning as the number of your expected days
shrinks before you.
This new life, the last we shall experience in the human cycle, has no science-based guideposts. Unlike our
earthly life about which biologists and psychologists have discovered quite a bit, life after death remains a mystery.
Christian faith assures us that we need not fear this new beginning. As people of faith, we have St Paul's words to
sustain us. The Letter to the Romans: 8 v28 says "all things work together for good, for those who love God". And
again, in Ecclesiastes: 3 v1-2 we are told: "For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven: a time to be born and a time to die." In John 14: 1, 2, 3 Jesus tells us: "Do not be troubled."
These scriptural assurances can encourage us to "go gentle into that good night" (Dylan Thomas) rather
than try to fight against the inevitability of it. And, yes, it is a challenge and a step into the unknown. But isn't that
just like all the beginnings of our lives?
Felicity is a parishioner in the Chisholm Parish.
Scripture quotes from NRSV with the Apocrypha: Hendrickson, 2005.
Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
First Sunday of Lent Year B
Sunday 21 Feb 2021
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be God
who has reconciled us through Christ
and renews us by his grace.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we call upon the mercy of the Lord
in this season of repentance and renewal.

Opening Rite
PENITENTIAL ACT
Leader:

As we prepare to hear the Word of God,
we confess that we are sinners.
Let us ask the Lord for pardon and strength.

A brief period of silence follows.
All:

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:

through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
Then they continue:

therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Almighty God,
your Son, Jesus, was led to the wilderness
and strengthened by your Spirit.
As we begin this season of Lent
may we remove all obstacles
so that we may become more holy
and do deeds of love.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
A reading from the book of Genesis
I will recall the covenant between myself and you… the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
flesh.

God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my Covenant with you, and with your
descendants after you; also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, cattle and
every wild beast with you: everything that came out of the ark, everything that lives on the
earth. I establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be swept away again by the
waters of the flood. There shall be no flood to destroy the earth again.’
God said, ‘Here is the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you and every living
creature with you for all generations: I set my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the
Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the clouds over the earth and the bow
appears in the clouds, I will recall the Covenant between myself and you and every living
creature of every kind. And so the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all
things of flesh.’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 24:4-9. R. see v.10
(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth
to those who keep your covenant.
1. Lord, make me know your ways.
Lord, teach me your paths.
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me:
for you are God my saviour. (R.)
2. Remember your mercy, Lord,
and the love you have shown from of old.
In your love remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)
3. The Lord is good and upright.
He shows the path to those who stray,
he guides the humble in the right path;
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)

Page | 3

Second Reading
1 Pt 3:18-22
A reading from the first letter of St Peter
The water of the flood is a type of the baptism which saves you now.

Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to
God. In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in the spirit, he
went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now it was long ago, when Noah was still building that
ark which saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, and when God was still waiting
patiently, that these spirits refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism which saves
you now, and which is not the washing off of physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a
good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has entered heaven and is at
God’s right hand, now that he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his subjects.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 1:12-15
He was tempted by Satan, and the angels looked after him.

The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he remained there for forty days, and was
tempted by Satan. He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after him.
After John had been arrested, Jesus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News
from God. ‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and
believe the Good News.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. What does the image of the wilderness mean to you?
Q. When have you felt that you were in a desert period of your life?
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Q. How do you prepare yourself for something that you know is going to be challenging?
Q. In what areas of your life do you need to see someone or something with ‘new eyes’?
Q. What are the signs that the kingdom of God is still close at hand?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader: Sisters and brothers, confident of God's mercy, let us bring our prayers before the
Lord.
Reader:

That our Holy Father Pope Francis, will lead us in faith and repentance during this
season of Lent.

(pause)
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In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That leaders of nations will resist the temptations of greed and power.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those preparing for Christian Initiation will discover God’s covenant with
them and all creation.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That our parish community will turn to Christ for consolation and never doubt
God’s abundant love.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick will be sustained by God's mercy and kindness, especially those
listed in the bulletin and in our family.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will live forever in the grace of God, especially those
listed in the bulletin and in our family.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

We pray for all refugees who are forced to flee their homeland. That we, as a
global family, will respond generously to their needs and assist in developing a
safe and secure future for all.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Loving Father, you shower us with mercy and compassion. Hear our prayers and
help us to resist temptation and enter into your forgiveness and peace. We ask
this through Christ our Lord.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord bless us
in all things through Christ
so that we may work together
in loving service.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.
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