
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD YEAR A  1 JANUARY 2023 

Today we celebrate Mary, the Mother of God, and the eighth day after Jesus was born — his naming day, when he was 
first called Jesus.  

On the threshold of a new year, there is much food for reflection and prayer for us in Mary and her faith. 

Many people have a completely unreal image of Mary. It’s as if she never made mistakes, never experienced doubt or 
fear, never had to struggle against evil and so on. 

Mary didn’t live a sheltered life. She was a woman of the world, and a strong woman. Mary like 
all mothers had remarkable powers of endurance and survival, overcame disappointment and 
distress, but always seemed capable of renewing herself, no matter what misfortune hit her.  

Mary is a model not just for mothers but for all Christians. She understands all those who struggle 
with the demands of ordinary decent, human living in a world that sometimes makes little sense. 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  31st December 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  1st January 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Saturday  7th January 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  8th January 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 

There will be no Tuesday Liturgies             
during the Christmas School Holidays , 
they will resume in Feb 2023. 
 
We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE :  
MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR MARY, THE 
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD 
YEAR A— 1ST JANUARY 
2023 
There’s a lot going on this 
Sunday! Being January 1st, 
we celebrate the beginning 
of the New Year in our 
secular calendar. In the past, 
this day was celebrated 
liturgically as the Feast of the 
Circumcision to mark the 

eighth day of Jesus’ life when, as for all Jewish boys, Jesus would 
have been circumcised in accordance with the covenant made by 
Abraham and God. This event is acknowledged in today’s 
reading. Today, this day is celebrated as the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God. January 1st was always a special day for 
honouring Mary and the Church has confirmed that by making 
this day a special celebration of Mary’s role as mother of Jesus. 
This day also concludes the Octave of Christmas, the eight days 
from Christmas Day to January 1st that provide a special focus to 
the whole Christmas liturgical season. Finally, since introduced by 
Pope Paul VI in 1967, January 1st is recognised by the Church as 
World Day of Peace. A very busy day indeed! 

Interestingly, today’s gospel is virtually the same as the gospel 
used at the dawn liturgy on Christmas Day and follows directly on 
from the gospel used at Christmas Midnight Mass. It completes 
the nativity story with the shepherds’ visit to the manger in 
Bethlehem. Despite what would appear to be a lot of excitement 
around the birth of her child, Mary is portrayed as remaining very 
calm, pondering all these things in her heart. It is a measure of 
Mary’s acceptance of all that she had been asked to do. Despite 
the incredible series of events that led to and surrounded the 
birth of Jesus, Mary accepted with enormous grace the role she 
was asked to play in the salvation of the world. Perhaps it is 
Mary’s calm in the midst of great events that makes this day an 
appropriate one to mark as World Day of Peace. 
From the perspective of … The Shepherds 
What must the shepherds have made of the events surrounding 
the birth of Jesus? Shepherds occupied a very lowly status in 
Jewish society – they were generally regarded as thieves and cut-
throats. Suddenly, these very lowly characters were thrust into 
great events: visions of angels; prophecies; the birth of the 
Messiah; and powerful experiences of the greatness of God. The 
gospel says they went back to their sheep glorifying and praising 
God. They must have been changed by this experience. Perhaps 
they never really made sense of what happened to them but 
more likely it was the beginning of a whole new life experience. 
Have you thought? What a woman! 
Luke’s image of Mary is a very strong one. We must remember 
that Mary was no more than a girl – probably 14 or 15 years old. 
This was the usual age for young women to marry at that time. 
However, there wasn’t much that was normal about the previous 
nine months of her life. In the midst of all the chaos involved in 
giving birth away from home and in less-than-ideal 
circumstances, she remains completely calm and ‘treasured all 
these things and pondered them in her heart’. What an 
extraordinary young woman! 
Living the Gospel – A Peaceful New Year? 
It is traditional around New Year’s Day to make resolutions for 
the upcoming year: changes that affect the way you live; the way 
you treat others; setting goals to aim for and work towards. In 
this context, it is interesting that the Church marks this day as a 
World Day of Peace. Perhaps, in amongst the self-promises to 
give up smoking, get a bit more fit, work and study harder and 

treat little sisters better, we might find time to consider ways in 
which we can bring about a more peaceful world – even just my 
little bit of it. 
QUESTIONS FOR TODAY: 
1/ Is there a lack of peace in my life? 
2/ How could I be more ‘peaceful’ in MY life? 
3/ How could I directly help to bring about peace around me? 
(Adapted from a Homily from Greg Sunter)   Dan Joyce 

 
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION 
FOR JANUARY 2023 
That educators may be credible 
witnesses, teaching fraternity rather 
than competition, and helping the 
youngest and most vulnerable above 
all.   

DIOCESAN CLERGY APPOINTMENTS. 
Morisset 
As you are aware, Fr Geoff Mulhearn retired from his role as 
Priest Supervisor of the Parishes of Morisset and Toronto just 
before Christmas. Fr Greg Barker the Diocesan Administrator has 
now appointed Fr Joseph Figuardo to the position of Priest 
Supervisor for Morisset. Fr John Purnell will continue as 
Sacramental Priest. Fr Joseph is also the Parish Priest of Blackbutt 
South Parish, (Cardiff, Kotara, and Adamstown) as well as the 
Dean of Wattagan Deanery. 
Other Diocesan Appointments:  
Fr Anthony Coloma has been appointed Priest Supervisor for 
Toronto.  
Fr Peter Street has been appointed Priest Supervisor of 
Gloucester. 
 Fr Camillus Nwahia Priest Supervisor of Myall. (Tea Gardens, 
Bulahdelah, Karuah) Fr Camillus will also assist Fr George 
Anthicadu and Fr John Vo in the Chisholm Region 
Fr Graham Fullick has been appointed Parish Priest of Scone and 
Murrurundi.  
Fr Velerian D’Souza has been appointed Parish Priest of Blackbutt 
North. (Lambton, Waratah, New Lambton)  
Fr Bogdan Wilkaniec will be chaplain to the Polish Community. 
Deacon Viane Perez has been appointed formally as the Deacon 
in the Cessnock and Kurri Kurri Parishes under the leadership of 
Fr James Lunn. 
The Marists 
You may not have heard that the Marist Brothers are leaving the 
Diocese. The last Brothers will move to new appointments in 
January. Whilst it is public now the Brothers have chosen a lower 
key ending to their time working and ministering in the Diocese. 
This Diocese has a lot of history with the Marists and our journey 
has not always been an easy one together. We pray that the 
road ahead has less bumps. 
Welcomes 
In January/February we will welcome three new clerics to the 
Diocese. 
Fr Anil Kuchipudi arrives Sunday 22 January from India. 
Deacon Naveen Susainathan arrives Tuesday 24 January also 
from India. 
Fr Raphael Madukwe arrives Wednesday 01 February 2023 from 
Nigeria. 
Raphael and Anil are on short term contracts and Naveen is 
looking to see if this will be a place, he will want to call home. 
Bishop’s Office 
The Bishop’s Office will be closed from 23 December 2022 till 16 
January 2023.  
 



WELCOME. 
Welcome to St John Vianney Parish, anyone who is visiting the 
Lake Macquarie Region during the Summer School Holidays.  We 
hope you have a safe and enjoyable time with us. 
St John Vianney Church Morisset has an “audio loop” for people 
with hearing aids with the “T” setting. Further information may 
be obtained from the Parish Web site.   
www.vianneymorisset.org.au 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Please be advised the Parish Office will be unattended from 
Thursday 5th January until Monday 23rd January. 
Our Parish Secretary Rosanna, is taking some well-earned leave. 
If you need assistance of any kind, at any time, please phone 
the Parish number, 49736859, and your call will be answered 
by a member of the Parish Leadership Team.  
 

 CHRISTMAS THANK YOU! 
Thanks to everyone who helped in any way, with all the events 
over the Advent / Christmas period. A special thank you to every-
one who helped in any way to make the Christmas Eve Mass at 
the Morisset Showground a successful and memorable occasion.   
 

 STARTING OVER—2023 
The New Year is an entirely arbitrary device.   Our Church year, 
after all begins with Advent. But the Calendar Year begins in Jan-
uary. Arbitrary or not though, 2023 offers us that chance to start 
anew, start over. 
We can never undo the 2022 experiences, but we can start over. 
We can set the year behind us. We can get ideas clear and build 
our lives properly, the way we believe they should be. 
That’s why we make New Year’s resolutions, isn’t it? 
  

 
 SAVE THE DATE: TORONTO 
MEN’S WEEKEND  
A MenALIVE Men’s Weekend will 
be held at the St Joseph’s Toronto 
Parish on the weekend of 25 and 
26 March 2023. The weekend is 
suitable for all men from 18 years 
of age and provides an opportuni-
ty for attendees to explore what 
makes them feel fully alive. More 

information including how to  register will be provided closer to 
the date. For more information on MenALIVE, visit: 
www.menalive.org.au  
 
 

SUNDAY JAN 1 WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
In 1968 Pope Paul V1 declared New Year’s Day, the World Day of 
Peace. It is appropriate because on this day we honour Mary who 
brought the Prince of Peace into the world.  
The theme for World Day of Peace Message 2023 is “No one can 
be saved alone. Combatting Covid-19 together, embarking               
together on paths of peace” 
In the message Pope Francis shares reflections, and his hope that 
in the coming New Year we can journey together, valuing the 
lessons that history has to teach us.   
The full text of the message is available online at: https://
www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/peace/
documents/20221208-messaggio-56giornatamondiale-
pace2023.html 
 
2023 LENTEN REFLECTION: FINDING LIGHT WITHIN THE                
DARKNESS 
Pastoral Ministries has prepared a Lenten resource for our           
diocese, Finding Light within the Darkness. Every Lent there is a 
fresh invitation to retreat from the noise and busyness of daily 
life. To listen with our heart, to contemplate our humanness so 
we can actively focus on humanity. We are invited to turn to God 
dwelling within us and consider how we can find light in the          
darkness and how we can be light to others. This resource                 
provides opportunities for prayer, faith-sharing, and outreach in 
our local community. This resource will be available at the end of 
January. 
 
 

http://www.vianneymorisset.org.au
http://www.menalive.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, the Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit arrangement (contact the parish office for this).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF 96014 
Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161                
Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and your Giver Number or                
Surname, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. If you are                
considering taking up planned giving you may like to know that 
a percentage of the contributions are tax deductible. If you 
would like to know more on how planned giving works please 
contact the Parish Office. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD— 1ST JANUARY 
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN— 2ND JAN 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD— 8TH JANUARY 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD— 9TH JANUARY 
SAINT ANTHONY— 17TH JANUARY 
SAINT AGNES— 21ST JANUARY 
SAINT FRANCIS DE SALES— 24TH JANUARY 
CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL— 25TH JANUARY 
AUSTRALIA DAY— 26TH JANUARY 
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS— 28TH JANUARY 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden, 
Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith.  
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Les Fowler 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Shamley 
L McRae 

F Dunn 
R Hay 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

H White 
M Foo 

M Foo 
D Joyce 

GIFTS 5PM  
 
9.30AM 

A Dussin 
L McArdle 

J Vipan 
K Lendon 

H White 
P Herbert 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
V Paulo 

M Melvey 
J France 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

U France 
J France 

J Vipan 
T Alexander 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

G Hutchinson 
U France 

J France 
U France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

A Sillence 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

P Melvey 
M Melvey 
L McRae 
L McRae 

H White 
P Herbert 
J Hutchins 

B Hutcheson 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
A Walker 
G Walker 

A Dussin 
L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment 
to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and 
vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a child or 
vulnerable adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding (ph: 
4979 1390 or email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or 
visit their website for further information 
(www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother 

of God 
Sunday 01 Jan 2023 

 
 
The Introductory Rites 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
the Word made flesh 
who is proclaimed among the nations. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
rejoicing at the birth of the Saviour. 

 
Opening Rite 

GLORIA 
Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 
let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 

All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
O God, 
we are joyful on this day 
for we celebrate Mary the Mother of Jesus 
and the Mother of us all. 
May we, like Mary, become temples of your Holy Spirit  
and be filled with the grace to do your will. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Nm 6:22-27 
A reading from the book of Numbers 

They will call down my name on the children of Israel 
and I will bless them. 

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and his 
sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel. You shall 
say to them: 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious to 

you. 
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you peace.” 

This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, 
and I will bless them.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 

Ps 66:2-3. 5. 6. 8. R. v.2 
(R.) May God bless us in his mercy. 
1. God, be gracious and bless us  

and let your face shed its light upon us. 
So will your ways be known upon earth 
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.) 

2. Let the nations be glad and exult   
for you rule the world with justice.  
With fairness you rule the peoples.  
you guide the nations on earth. (R.) 

3. Let the peoples praise you, O God;   
let all the peoples praise you.  
May God still give us his blessing  



till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.) 
 
Second Reading 
Gal 4:4-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians 

When the appointed time came, God sent his son, born 
of a woman. 

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the subjects of the 
Law and to enable us to be adopted as sons. The proof that you 
are sons is that God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts: 
the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba, Father’, and it is this that makes you a 
son, you are not a slave any more; and if God has made you son, 
then he has made you heir. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Lk 2:16-21 

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the infant 
lying in the crib… When the eighth day came they gave 
him the name of Jesus. 

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw the 
child they repeated what they had been told about him, and 
everyone who heard it was astonished at what the shepherds 
had to say. As for Mary, she treasured all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds went back 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen; it 
was exactly as they had been told. 
When the eighth day came and the child was to be circumcised, 
they gave him the name Jesus, the name the angel had given him 
before his conception. 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. What might Joseph the carpenter have thought about all the 
events he witnessed? 
Q. What can we learn from the response of the shepherds? 
Q. Where is there a lack of peace in your life? 
Q. How could you directly help to bring about peace around you? 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: At the beginning of a new year and with renewed hope 

let us pray to our God.  
Reader: That this will be a year when violence gives way 

to peace and hatred gives way to 
reconciliation.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That, with the shepherds, the Church may find 
Christ anew and be astonished at what she 
sees.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That praise and thanksgiving be always in our 
hearts and on our lips.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That this community blessed by the Christ 
child, may be compassionate and generous to 
all.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are sick will be renewed with 
hope, and blessed by the healing power of the 
Lord, especially those in our community, our 
friends and family members.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Reader: We pray for those in our community, and 
families, now that their pilgrimage of life is 
ended, that they find the Lord.  

(pause) 
Hear us we pray: 
All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God of surprises, you sent Jesus to us as a helpless child. 
Hear the prayers we now pray through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and 

for ever. 

 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stories from World Youth Day 
‘Life changing, inspiring, faith filling and intense’ 
 
That’s how three pilgrims from the Catholic Diocese of 

Maitland-Newcastle described their World Youth Day (WYD) 
experience. 

 
World Youth Day is an intense moment of evangelisation that’s 

hosted every three to four years. It brings together people from 
across the world who want to bond with others and honour their 
connection to the Catholic Church. 

 
As the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle undergoes preparations 

for WYD 2023, Aurora met with Johanna Soo, James Elliott and 
Stephanie Gill who each shared how their encounter with the 
Pope at previous gathering inspired their faith and enriched their 
understanding of the universality of the Catholic Church. 
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Take the leap of faith and say yes to World Youth Day’ 
 
Johanna Soo was just 15 years old when she took her first trip 

overseas. However, it wasn’t like what most other people 
experience – she was joined by millions of travellers as they 
journeyed across the globe for World Youth Day. 

 
Johanna was one of about 70 pilgrims from the Catholic 

Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle who visited Italy before attending 
WYD week in Krakow, Poland in 2016. 

 
She says the experience shaped who she is today. Johanna now 

works in Youth Ministry as one of the first Youth Ministers in the 
Diocese and is an active member of her local Parish – Holy Trinity 
Blackbutt North, DCMYP Council, St Vincent De Paul Youth 
Services and Adult Conference. 

 
She recalls her favourite part of the experience as being the 

strong sense of community she felt throughout the trip. 
 
“We all greeted each other with smiles and hospitality, and it 

was really obvious that we were one family. No matter who we 
were, where we came from or where we are at in our faith, we 
belonged. I could see the face of God through the people I met 
and the stories of faith that we shared together,” the now 21-
year-old said. 

 
“There was this one time when we caught the train back to the 

accommodation- the train was jam packed full of pilgrims and we 
all sang together loudly with great gusto and joy. It was a very 
special and uplifting moment when we knew the Holy Spirit was 
among us and within us. Through song, we proclaimed our 
unified faith, hope and love for God as Jesus’ living disciples.” 



 
She encourages anyone who can to go to next year’s WYD. 
 
“I think people should take the leap of faith and say yes to 

World Youth Day,” she said. 
 
“In life there are lots of ups and downs and challenges along 

the way, but the experience of World Youth Day has fuelled a fire 
in my heart that continues to burn brightly today,” she said. 

 
“The experience allowed me to make meaningful connections 

other young people of faith, learn about faith and has gifted me 
with the mercy, strength, and confidence to overcome anything. 

 
“With God I know nothing is impossible. I can trust in the Lord – 

He’s got my back.” 
 
 ‘It really reaffirms what it means to be a faith community’ 
 
James Elliott has been lucky enough to attend four World Youth 

Days – Sydney, followed by Madrid, Spain, another in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil and his most recent - Krakow, Poland. 

 
“Each World Youth Day is quite distinct in what is on offer but 

there are common elements,” he said. 
 
“Every trip showed me where our local faith sits within a global 

church community. I ended up recognising our similarities but 
also the things that make us distinct as a local church.” 

 
James added that it motivated him to become more involved 

with his parish. 
 
“After going to Sydney, it inspired me and a couple of my 

friends to get a youth ministry off the ground in our parish,” he 
said. 

 
“And then again after Madrid, we came back and tried to get 

things started on a Diocesan level and that led to the creation of 
the Diocesan Council for Ministry with Young People (DCMYP). 

 
“World Youth Day calls on you to be active participants instead 

of passive observers of religion.” 
 
Just like Johanna, James encourages pilgrims to make the most 

of the opportunity. 
 
“It’s challenging, it’s rewarding, and you’ll make some lifelong 

friends – World Youth Day is a fantastic experience,” he said. 
 
“Despite the perception that it is this big, loud event there are 

also some fantastic opportunities for quiet reflection that lead to 
growth and spiritual development. 

 
“There is something on offer for everyone and it really reaffirms 

what it means to be a faith community.” 
 
‘It changes who you are for the better’ 
 
For the last few weeks Stephanie Gill has been messaging every 

young person she knows to encourage them to take part in WYD 
2023. 

Ever since she attended WYD in Krakow, Poland she’s been an 
advocate for the worldwide encounter. 

 
“It was a life changing experience, I only have purely positive 

memories from it,” she said. 
 
“The people that you meet, the friendships that you make and 

the experiences that you have together as a group are amazing. 
 
“It changes who you are for the better. It is a moment of 

encounter with the living Christ in our Church today.” 
 
Her piece of advice for people who go is to get involved in 

everything on offer. 
 
“Go dancing in the street until 2am with pilgrims from all 

around the world – just join in and do as many different things as 
possible,” she said. 

 
“Be present and take in moments to bring back to your actual 

life. It will fill up your spiritual cup.” 
 
A highlight for Stephanie is the day they had Mass with Pope 

Francis. After a gruelling eight hour walk, he lifted everyone’s 
spirits. 

 
“We walked for such a long time in these tiny streets in 

Poland,” she said. 
 
“It was so intense and exhausting, but when we finally got to 

the camp and let go of the day, Pope Francis us all together as 
one as he presided the most beautiful vigil Mass. 

 
“You felt defeated after this eight hour walk but then everyone 

changed because of the atmosphere. 
 
“Pope Francis was trying to encourage us to be the change 

makers – he basically said get off the couch, go out and leave 
your mark on the world, and choose to live life fully. 

 
“We are the protagonists in history.” 
 
If you’re between 18-35 years of age, you’re invited to journey 

with the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle pilgrims as they prepare 
to gather for an unforgettable period of prayer, worship, and 
celebration. The group will depart for a pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land in July, and then move onto Lisbon to take part in WYD 
festivities in the first week of August, where they will be joined 
by the Pope and thousands of young people as they celebrate 
their diversity and faith. 

 
For more information or to apply to the once in a lifetime 

experience, visit www.mn.catholic.org.au/WYD2023 
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