
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader   In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B  SUNDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2020 
 
Today begins both the season of Advent and the new liturgical year. The chief function of Advent is to prepare us for 

Christmas. 
 
Advent can be complex and has been like that for much of human history. It is easy for us to see Advent as a wreath with 

purple candles, familiar hymns of anticipation and, of course, shopping and preparations for Christmas. 
But Advent is a whole “season” of life, more than just these four weeks. 

  
Advent calls us to go forward. Hope is always in the future. Tradition points the way but can change in 

the face of surprises. So there is no staying behind to defend the past or to think we can control the 
trajectory of history to keep everything the same. Advent is about renewal and adaptation.   

 
Advent issues a spiritual wake up call, to be open and receptive, vigilant and active. Advent  can give us 

a jolt, and a chance to start again. It is very easy to become Christians by habit only, and just go through 
the motions, not hearing the Gospels anymore.  

This Advent let us  pray that we are awake socially, morally and spiritually and shake off the dust of 
routine and habit 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   29th Nov  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  1st Dec 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   5th Dec 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  7th Dec 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
EVERYONE who is not on rostered                           
duties  needs to call and book 
in  each week this is due to the        
governments 4 square  metre rule 
and 1.5m social distancing rule which 
limits our capacity to only 40 the last 
thing we want to do is turn people 
away because they didn’t book in 
and we are at full capacity . 
To book for services please call the 
Parish Office on 02 4973 6859 by 
Thursday 2pm for Weekend                 
Services  and by Monday 12pm for 
Tuesday Mass. Parish Office Hours 
are: 9am-2pm Monday to Friday. 
 

PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or 
see a priest please contact Fr Kevin 
on  02 4973 1537 . 
 

 



BE ALERT-BE AWARE: 
This seems to be the perennial call for the first Sunday 

of Advent and sometimes I think there has to be more. 
Yes Advent is our time of preparation for Christmas!  

Not just the mad rush with food, presents and family 
madness.  It means preparing for the God here among us! 

Today’s readings have so much in them that it is hard 
to know where to start.  So I decided to give Mark a hard 
look. 

Mark wrote about 10 years after St Paul’s death.  He 
and his people still believed that Jesus would return in 
their lifetime.  Even though Jesus seemed to be taking his 
time about it. 

Can you remember a time in primary school, when, 
the teacher was called out of class.  Usually as he or she 
was leaving they would say something like “I’ll be right 
back, so you had better behave.”   Yeh!  That lasted all of 
2 minutes if that!  The longer they were away the louder 
we got!  Right?  Then when they got back we were in for 
it. 

In a way that is what Mark is trying to avoid.  He wants 
everyone to be in his or her place and ready for when  
Jesus comes back.  Fully prepared to do what Jesus                
expects of them. 

Jesus’ preaching throughout his life centred around 
making people aware of God’s Kingdom among them     
already.  He was trying to make them be alert to a                 
presence that most people never seemed to notice. 

After Jesus’s death a remarkable thing began to                   
happen.  The late Rudolph Bultmann stated that. “The 
preacher became the preached.”  Instead of just                          
continuing to preach Jesus’ message, his followers began 
to preach Jesus.  In his risen State, Jesus was among 
them, working effectively in each one’s life.  But just as it 
took a change in one’s value system to discern God’s 
presence, it took a parallel change to see God’s Son’s 
presence.  That’s where being alert became a Christian’s 
best character trait. 

I read an article about an American Senator who gave 
an address at his old High School.  He talked about a day 
he was taking a trip with his brother along a country road.  
It was a beautiful evening, and having been cooped up so 
long they turned off the air conditioner and opened the 
windows, slowed down and listened to the sound around 
them.  At one point they rounded a curve and heard a cry 
for help.  They turned around and looked everywhere.  
Then they spotted an overturned car in the ditch, the driv-
er pinned inside.  This was before mobile phones, so, 
while his brother drove on to find a phone, he stayed with 
the driver till help arrived. 

while they were talking he asked the driver how long 
he had been there.  The answer was a shock, he had been 
there since morning.  Every time a car drove by he called 
for help, but no one heard him. 

The Senator made this connection for the students.” 
We were the only ones to stop because we were the only 
ones who were deliberately listening to the sounds.”  Out 
of all the hundreds of people using the road that day, they 
were the only ones deliberately alert to what was going 
on around them. 

This is Advent!  Christmas only becomes significant 
when we celebrate it in relationship with our family, with 
others and with God.  Because it is in these relationships 
that we most experience God’s presence. We just have to 
listen deliberately and be alert for the signs. 

As one scholar said: “Jesus probably would have 
agreed with the old bumper sticker: 

“Be alert! We need lots of lerts.” 
Happy New Year.  Be a-lert !  Enjoy this special time of 

reflection and preparation. 
Uta 

 
A “NEW LIFE IN CHRIST” 
Please welcome Walter Burgess into our parish                       
community as he receives a “New Life in Christ” when he 
is baptised this weekend. 
 
2021 CALENDARS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS 
2021 St Columbam Mission Art Calendars will be on sale 
for $6 each along with Vinnies Christmas cards which are 
$5 for a pack of 10 cards (each pack contains 5 designs) 
after mass this Sunday. Please bring correct money and 
remember to social distance whilst waiting to purchase. 
 
DOMN COVID-19 LITURGY REFLECTIONS SURVEY 
Let you voice be heard! The DoMN COVID-19 Liturgy                
Reflections Survey is now live! 
This is an important opportunity to voice your liturgical 
insights and experiences during COVID-19.  
If you do not have access to a computer, phone Sharon 
Murphy on 4979 1134 for a hard copy.  
Take the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
mn-liturgy 
 
MODERN SLAVERY WEBINAR 
The Diocesan Social Justice Council would like to invite you 
to join them for a free Modern Slavery Webinar.  
Date: Wednesday 9th December 
Time: 11:00am – 12:30pm 
For more information, you can read the flyer at https://
mnnews.today/media/2859555/modern-slavery-flyer.pdf 
Registration is available at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
modern-slavery-what-do-you-know-tickets-127966187311 
 
SOUTH EAST ASIA CRISIS 
Caritas Australia’s thoughts and prayers are with the                 
people of the Philippines, Vietnam and Cambodia who 
have been devastated by unprecedented flooding after 
multiple typhoons hit the region. 
Across the region, homes have been destroyed and                      
livelihoods lost with hundreds of thousands of people                    
fleeing to evacuation centres, where the risks of spreading 
COVID-19 are high.  
With your help, and with our church and NGO partners on 
the ground, we can provide vital support to those affected 
by this and other disasters as part of our Asia Emergency 
Appeal.  
Donate today at www.caritas.org.au or by calling  
1800 024 413 toll free.  



COMING SOON: A CALL FOR DELEGATES DIOCESAN                 
SYNOD SESSIONS 2 & 3 
On the 8th August 2019 Bishop Bill convoked the                     
Maitland-Newcastle Diocesan Synod – Building the                 
Kingdom of God Together. Session One – Celebration – 
was held on the 21st November 2019.  Session Two –                          
Discernment – will be held on the 22nd May 2021 and 
Session Three – Implementation – on the 20th November 
2021. 
Soon parishes will be asked to nominate delegates to   
receive an invitation from Bishop Bill to attend Sessions 
Two and Three.  Each primary school will be invited to 
nominate delegates who will be considered part of their 
parish delegation.  Further invitations will be issued to 
priests, religious, chaplains, Diocesan Councils, secondary 
schools, agencies, and other Catholic bodies. 
The Purpose of the Synod is to assist Bishop Bill in his 
office of teaching, sanctifying, and governing, consult and                          
collaborate with the diocesan community to discern the 
will of the Holy Spirit regarding pastoral activities and     
direction for the good of the whole diocese, foster a 
sense of  community and renewal within the diocese. 
The Role of a Delegate is to: 
represent their parish, agency, or community, and report 
back to those groups, ensure the concerns and needs of 
the whole diocesan community are heard at Synod,           
ascertain a better understanding of the diocese and one’s 
own faith. 
The Characteristics of a Synod Delegate include   
• being a baptised Catholics or enrolled in the RCIA                

process, 
• active involvement in a parish, agency, or ministry 

group within the diocese, 
• a commitment to contributing to the Diocese              

becoming more Christ-like, 
• a commitment to discern prayerfully what God wants 

for the whole diocese, 
• a striving to live the Gospel in their family, work, and 

community activities, 
• a desire and ability to listen with an open mind and 

heart to, and weigh up, all that they hear especially 
within their parish or community, 

• an ability to fulfill the requirements of a Synod               
Delegate. 

The Requirements of a Synod Delegates include 
• reading the Synod documents, 
• participating in formation and preparatory meetings 

especially in six weekly reflection opportunities during 
February-March 2021 on the themes of the Synod 
and, one Reflection Gathering with Bishop Bill after 
Easter, 

• attending a commissioning ceremony, 
• listening to and respecting the views of others and 

weighing up all one hears in order to discern what God 
wants, 

• working with others to build understanding and              
positive outcomes for the whole Diocese, and 

• participating in both full day sessions of the Synod. 
Further information may be found at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/national-
plenary-council-diocesan-synod/. 

PRAYING THE GOSPELS THIS ADVENT 
You are invited to join the Advent online Praying the                
Gospels group. This group was established at the beginning 
of Church closures and is still going strong and growing in 
number. The group reflects on the Gospel using Lectio and 
Visio Divina.  
The group meet each Wednesday at 5pm until 5.45pm. 
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/92777151360 
Password: Prayer 
 
ADVENTUS: JOINING A HOPE THAT HAS COME 
The second opportunity is viewing the 35 minute film                
Adventus and reflecting on the messages from theologians 
and practitioners who have offered their thoughts on                   
Advent, a season of being remade in the dark. Film voices 
include: Walter Brueggemann, Kelly Brown Douglas, Stanley 
Hauerwas, Rudy Rasmus, Parker Palmer, Fleming Rutledge, 
Nadia Bolz-Weber, Ilia Delio, Emilie Townes, James Alison, 
Richard Rohr, Marlon Hall, Wm Paul Young, Brené Brown, 
and Jürgen Moltmann. 
Dates:  
- Wednesday 2nd Dec- 3pm- 4pm 
- Wednesday 9th Dec- 9.30am-10.30am 
- Wednesday 16th Dec-6.30pm- 7.30pm 
-   Wednesday 23rd Dec- 1.30pm- 2.30pm 
 
To register for this free event go to: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/adventus-tickets-130157742311 
or go to Adult Faith Formation page on the Diocesan web-
site: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/ 
A reflection guide and Zoom link will be emailed to you be-
fore the viewing. 
 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY -  MEMBERS NEEDED! 
Our Members are the backbone of St Vincent de Paul               
Society and live their faith in action by providing support 
and friendship through visitation in- home or within the 
community.  
Along with visitation, Members will also have the                             
opportunity to be a part of a variety of activities such as 
Mini Vinnies with local schools or Social Justice campaigns 
In the 2019-2020 Financial Year, the dedicated Members of 
the St Vincent de Paul Maitland Newcastle Diocese were 
responsible for assisting approximately 7500 people within 
the community. 
Our Conferences provide a service in most regions within 
the Diocese and are currently seeking individuals to become 
Members who are passionate about providing a hand up to 
those that are disadvantaged.  
If you can help in any way for any amount of time that suits 
you, please call Sarah Kemp on 0249221801 or email on: 
sarah.kemp@vinnies.org.au to discuss how you can make a 
difference.  
 
CARITAS GLOBAL GIFTS 
Looking for meaningful Christmas presents? Give a Global 
Gift. These cards will bring hope and joy to the world’s most 
vulnerable and smiles to your loved ones. 
Buy a Global Gift this Christmas at  www.globalgifts.org.au 
 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like                 
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  
 

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED 
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to               
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections 
and planned giving electronically. Electronic payments 
can be made online at: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
about/parish-payments/ . Please note that you need to               
indicate which collection you would like your payment 
put into i.e. 2nd Collection to support the Parish or                         
1st Collection to support the Diocese Clergy Fund, if you 
want to contribute to both you need to do 2 separate                
payments.  
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank                 
account please contact the Parish Office for our bank               
account details.  
If you currently are contributing to planned giving using 
envelopes we are ask that you contact the parish office to 
make arrangements to switch to Electronic. 
 
HELLO HUNTER IS HERE TO SUPPORT YOU! 
Hello Hunter is an initiative that partners with churches 
to mobilise volunteers to help people in need, regardless 
of their faith background, commitment, or other social 
standing or identity. It is for people in the Hunter Region 
experiencing loneliness and or social isolation. 
Volunteers are available to make a friendly call, deliver 
essentials, assist in finding specialised help, and pray with 
you on request. 
Hello Hunter is available for any person experiencing 
hardship due to social isolation, poverty, disease,                             
disability, illness, age, mental health, family, social, or 
other community network breakdown. 
You can call Hello Hunter on 4948 6837, send a facebook 
message, email help@hellohunter.org.au or fill out the 
online ‘Help Request’ form at info.hellohunter.org.au 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 
8TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD VIGIL— 24TH DECEMBER 
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Robert Jay. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Foo H White 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J Hutchins R Hay 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 J France M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 G Hutchinson 
L Hutchinson 

J France 

SIGN IN 9.30 H White P Melvey 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 T Alexander K Amon 

USHER 9.30 R Hay K Lendon 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



PLANTING SEEDS OF HOPE 
SEE, JUDGE AND  ACT GROUPS 

“I am the vine you are the  branches” (John 15:5) 

Jesus uses the image to help explain the importance of our staying          

connected with him during our life journey. This helps our faith remain 

strong. Also, we help produce those “good fruits” of God’s life and love for us and our world. 

Nearly 90 years ago Belgian priest         

Fr Josef Cardin developed a simple way 

of Young Catholic Workers living their 

faith in the workplace. It was called 

YCW (Young Catholic Workers) and it 

enabled small groups of working youth 

to develop a faith response to problems 

on injustices in the workplace. The small 

group meeting followed 3 simple steps. 

1. SEE— to look at ones present              

circumstances, particularly areas 

of need and injustice. 

2. JUDGE— meaning to do an              

assessment, and gain a through 

understanding of a particular 

need, concern or injustice and its 

causes. The assessment involves 

looking at the situation and                   

c o n s i d e r i n g  w h a t  G o s p e l                 

passage or teaching of Jesus        

would be applicable . Then… 

3. ACT— to decide upon some 

achievable action or activity 

which improves a situation or helps 

correct some injustice. 

A few Sundays ago the words of 

Jesus gave us a marvellous                

promise. He said “Where 2 or 3 

are gathered in my name, there I 

am with them” (Matt 18:20). The 

YCW, SEE, JUDGE, ACT small 

group method is one effective 

way of a calling upon that                     

promise of Jesus’s continuing 

presence with us 

Despite the many Challenges of these 

COVID-19 times it is still possible for small 

groups of 4-6 people to meet for example 

fortnightly 30 minute meetings with the                     

required safety measures in place. 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP AN INAUGURAL SEE— JUDGE— ACT SMALL GROUP TO                       

COMMENCE IN THE PARISH? 

If YES please indicate your interest by placing your NAME / CONTACT details on the                    

clipboard at the back of the Church, or contact the Presbytery on P 02 49736 1537.  

Establishing small SEE— JUDGE—ACT  groups can help to serve different needs, and 

have great  potential for good in these very needy times. Fr Kevin 



On the feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
we will gather as the Church of Oceania 
in recollection and thanksgiving on 
the year that was. 

OCEANIA WEBINAR

ADVENT RECOLLECTION: 
REFLECTING ON THE JOYS 
AND STRUGGLES OF 2020

This event will be hosted by the Pastoral Ministry Network (formerly known as NAPPA), 
the Mission Planners Network Oceania and the Diocese of Parramatta.

Tuesday, 8th December 2020  //  11am – 12.15pm (AEDT) via Zoom

Register at   � tinyurl.com/adventrecollectiondec8

You will receive a confirmation email upon registration and further information closer to the event.

Mission Planners
Network of Oceania



Sunday Readings

1st Sunday of Advent
Year B

Monday
Gospel   Mk 13:33-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Stay awake! You never known when the Lord will come.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, 
stay awake, because you never know when the 
time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: 
he has gone from home, and left his servants in 
charge, each with his own task; and he has told 
the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, 
because you do not know when the master 
of the house is coming, evening, midnight, 
cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he 
must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Tuesday
First Reading  Is 63:16-17; 64:1.3-8
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Oh that you would tear the heavens apart and come down.

You, Lord, yourself are our Father,
Our Redeemer is your ancient name.
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways
and harden our hearts against fearing you?
Return, for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your inheritance.
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and 

come down
– at your Presence the mountains would melt.
No ear has heard,
no eye has seen
any god but you act like this
for those who trust him.
You guide those who act with integrity
and keep your ways in mind.
You were angry when we were sinners;
we had long been rebels against you.
We were all like men unclean,
all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing.
We have all withered like leaves
and our sins blew us away like the wind.
No one invoked your name
or roused himself to catch hold of you.
For you hid your face from us
and gave us up to the power of our sins.
And yet, Lord, you are our Father;
we the clay, you the potter,
we are all the work of your hand.

This is the word of the Lord.

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the  
 Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you bring light to those  
 who walk in the darkness: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you bring peace to a  
 world that is in turmoil : 
 Christ, have mercy.

All:  Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you bring hope to all who  
 faithfully await your return: 
 Lord, have mercy.

All:  Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus,  
 during this holy season of Advent, 
 help us to stay focused as we prepare  
 to receive you into our lives. 
 We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word… 



The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc,  
and used by permission of the publishers.  © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19 R. v.4
R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your 

face and we shall be saved.

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
 shine forth from your cherubim throne.
 O Lord, rouse up your might,
 O Lord, come to our help. (R.)

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
 look down from heaven and see.
 Visit this vine and protect it,
 the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)

3. May your hand be on the man you have 
chosen,

 the man you have given your strength.
 And we shall never forsake you again:
 give us life that we may call upon your  

name. (R.)

Thursday
Second Reading  1 Cor 1:3-9
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the 
Corinthians
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord.

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
send you grace and peace.
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you 
have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him 
that you have been enriched in so many ways, 
especially in your teachers and preachers; the 
witness to Christ has indeed been strong among 
you so that you will not be without any of the 
gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our 
Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will 
keep you steady and without blame until the last 
day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because 
God by calling you has joined you to his Son, 
Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.

This is the word of the Lord. 

Friday
Gospel   Mk 13:33-37
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark
Stay awake! You never known when the Lord will come.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, 
stay awake, because you never know when the 
time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: 
he has gone from home, and left his servants in 
charge, each with his own task; and he has told 
the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, 
because you do not know when the master 
of the house is coming, evening, midnight, 
cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he 
must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake!’

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Closing Prayer
Leader: Lord Jesus, 
 as we patiently wait, 
 open our hearts so that they 
 may be filled with your light and love. 
 In your name we pray. 

All: Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father… 

All: Amen.



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

First Sunday of Advent Year B 

Sunday 29 Nov 2020 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

God’s kindness brings hope to the world. 
To prepare ourselves to hear his Word 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you ask us to stay awake and be ready: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you will come in glory on the last day: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you send your spirit to those who wait for you: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

O Lord,  
we do not know the hour or the day  
that you will come again. 
Make us ready for that day 
and help us build your kingdom of peace on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading 

Is 63:16-17; 64:1. 3-8 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Oh that you would tear the heavens apart and come down. 

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, 
Our Redeemer is your ancient name. 
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways 
and harden our hearts against fearing you? 
Return, for the sake of your servants, 
the tribes of your inheritance. 
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down 
– at your Presence the mountains would melt. 
No ear has heard, 
no eye has seen 
any god but you act like this 
for those who trust him. 
You guide those who act with integrity 
and keep your ways in mind. 
You were angry when we were sinners; 
we had long been rebels against you. 
We were all like men unclean, 
all that integrity of ours like filthy clothing. 
We have all withered like leaves 
and our sins blew us away like the wind. 
No one invoked your name 
or roused himself to catch hold of you. 
For you hid your face from us 
and gave us up to the power of our sins. 
And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 
we the clay, you the potter, 
we are all the work of your hand. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19 R. v.4 

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved. 

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us,  
shine forth from your cherubim throne. 
O Lord, rouse up your might, 
O Lord, come to our help. (R.) 

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore,  
look down from heaven and see. 
Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.) 

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen,  
the man you have given your strength. 
And we shall never forsake you again: 
give us life that we may call upon your name. (R.) 

 

Second Reading 

1 Cor 1:3-9 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord. 

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 

I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank 
him that you have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and 
preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you so that you will not be 
without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be 
revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the last day, the day of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and 
God is faithful. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mk 13:33-37 

Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will come. 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when 
the time will come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his 
servants in charge, each with his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. 
So stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming, evening, 
midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, he must not find you asleep. And 
what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What does the call to ‘Stay awake!’ mean for your life? 

Q. What appear to be the things that challenge the importance of religious belief in society 
today? 

Q. How do you nurture your spirituality and faith? 

Q. During this time of Advent, how can you encourage others to properly prepare for 
Christmas?  

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Dear friends, as we wait, alert and ready, let us bring our intentions before the 
Lord.  

Reader: That the Holy Church will draw together in fidelity and prayer.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who live in poverty will know the comforting message of God’s 
promise.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That world leaders will act with righteousness and keep God’s ways at heart. 
  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will be strengthened in heart and holiness as we 
prepare for the return of Christ.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That the sick will have mercy and love showered upon them, especially those 
listed in our Bulletin and in our families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who have died will see the face of Christ in the coming kingdom, 
especially those listed in our Bulletin and in our families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Lord God, you show us that our redemption is near. Hear our prayers, and help 
us to be alert and ready for the glorious coming of our Saviour. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

We believe that the Son of God once came to us 
and we look for him to come again. 
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness 
and free us with his blessing. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All 
rights reserved.  
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