
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

THIRTY-FIRST   SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2021 
 
In todays Gospel, Jesus points out to us something that is beyond the naked eye. We can see the proof of this through 
the Gospel story. It is the widows tiny amount, that counts in Gods sight, more than the riches of the rich.  
 
Jesus begins by warning the crowd about the scribes who are clearly pompous about their religious authority, 
parading in long robes and accepting places of honour at banquets. The scribes were learned men who were 
supposed to know what God desired and follow through on it, while teaching God’s ways to others.  
 
Today, we are challenged to embrace the path of authentic Christian discipleship based on the 
teaching and example of Christ. Only by dying to power and domination and rising to humility, 
simplicity and servanthood, can we be a catalyst for renewal and agents of the Gospel. 
 
Let us pray that as a community of disciples, we learn to be humble servants of one another. 
May we be known for our generosity and compassion with all people, especially the poor and 
the vulnerable. 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   7th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  14th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Register your place via the Book for Services 
button on the Parish Website, or the                  
Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com. 
 
PARISH OFFICE  
Due to the current COVID restrictions            
YOU NEED to make an appointment to come 
to the office. 
 
CHECK-IN 
Everyone is required to check-in via a QR 
Code when they come to the Church, Office 
or Callinan Centre. 
 
MASKS 
Everyone over the age of 12 is required to 
wear a Mask that covers the nose and 
mouth indoors or while waiting to come 
inside. 
 
RE-OPENING 
PLEASE SEE NOTICE ON PAGE 2 FROM THE 
PLT AND PPC ABOUT RE-OPENING FOR 
MASSES AND LITURGIES. 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



NOVEMBER 7, 2021- 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 
“The widow’s mite” 

Have you ever cringed at the story of the Widow’s Mite? 
Did you ever wonder if Jesus really wanted a poor,                           

vulnerable woman to “give her all” to the Temple treasury? 
It sounds a bit like the scams of rich men in suits, fleecing 

the poor to get richer themselves. Did Jesus really mean it 
was OK? 

I think we need to look at both readings. In the First reading 
we also hear about a widow. The lowest in society, poor with 
no support, no voice, facing starvation with her son. When 
the Prophet Elijah asked her to give him some food- she made 
a conscious decision- she took a life changing step and offered 
hospitality, even though she and her son were destitute. 

She was a strong woman who shared the last of her                       
resources and was prepared to die. 

She was not practical or prudent, she shared the last of her 
flour and oil with a stranger, and a foreigner at that. 

The poor widow in the Gospel was also not prudent. She 
shared the last of her money with the Temple. If she were 
prudent she would have kept it for herself, but she gave her 
all. 

In both cases these strong women did not show prudence 
or practicality, they showed different priorities. They showed 
hospitality for the stranger and the generosity to give to                     
others. 

Jesus’ point was not that she had given her all, it was that, 
unlike the rich and richly dressed, she gave from her heart. 
The rich gave from their surplus- she gave her all. 

Which would be more acceptable to God? It is not what we 
give that counts, it is how we give it. 

We are coming into the Advent Season and Christmas is 
coming. It may be a challenge to us to look at the motivation 
of our own giving! Do we give to make us feel better? Do we 
give to get something ourselves? Do we give so we look 
good? 

If our “Giving” does not give life- if our giving is only to feel 
good and to get something in return- then it is not what God 
wants. 

God wants our giving to be heartfelt and life giving. To             
create communities who love and support each other. To 
create communities where the stranger is welcome and                
supported. 

Are we that kind of community? If not- why not? Uta France 
 
THE COVID-19 CHECK-IN CARD  
Is a hard-copy (printed) card with a unique QR code that             
contains your registered contact details. 
When you enter a COVID Safe business, a staff member scans 
your card and your visit to the premises is electronically                
recorded. If the business device is unable to read your QR 
code, the staff member will enter your details manually into 
the Service NSW business online webform. 
This information, along with the details of the premises you 
are attending and the time and date of your visit, will                     
comprise the record of your attendance at the venue. Service 
NSW will hold the record of your attendance for a period of 
28 days from the date it was collected. The record of your 
attendance will only be disclosed to NSW Health for contact 
tracing purposes.   
The card provides an alternative check-in method for                     
customers who don't have smart phones and/or those who 
are not comfortable using the Service NSW business online 
webform. Contact Service NSW on 137788 to obtain one. 

MESSAGE OF THANKS 
To all parishioners of St John Vianney's Parish. My sincere 
thanks for your friendly welcome to me and your many kindly 
supports given me in my relatively short time here at St John 
Vianney parish these last 18 months or so. With various          
changes occurring, I realised now is the time to re-commence 
ministry as PP/ Pastor, and to contribute to the parish                     
communities ( Taree and Wingham) of the Manning. I will      
replace Fr George there. He will assume responsibility for the 
complex of parishes (5!) of the Chisholm Region of Maitland. 
My appointment to Taree/Wingham will take me to the                     
compulsory retirement age! I am hoping my time there will 
mean I can 'lay the ground' for a way of being parish where 
parishioners will draw inspiration and confidence based on the 
insights of Pope Francis... particularly in regards to his                                          
establishment this year of the lay Ministry of Catechist- lay 
ministries which are exercised in close relationship with the 
ministry of the ordained ( or "the Pastor" as the new                          
Directory for Catechesis likes to say). Many thanks particularly 
to your parish Leadership team members for their friendship 
and helps. With thanks and humbly asking your prayerful              
support as I soon commence a new challenge. 
Fr Kevin 
 
PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 
On Thursday 21st October the PLT and PPC met with Father 
Geoff Mulhearn to discuss our arrangements for re-opening, 
considering advice from the Diocese and the NSW Dept. of 
Health. At this stage we are now only able to plan further until 
the end of November. Arrangements will be as follows: 
Mass will resume in Morisset Church at 9.30 am this Sunday 
7th November. 

• Booking will be through Eventbrite as our capacity is               
limited to 40 with the 4sq.m. rule, and our current seating 
plan, due to the pews being less than 1 metre apart. 

• QR Code check-in is essential. 

• Masks are mandatory, unless you have a medical            
exemption, in which case proof must be carried. 

• Please note that it is not mandatory to be vaccinated to 
attend Mass. 

• Volunteers will be available to check attendance and to 
direct you to seats. 

• Kneeling is not permitted as that affects the social          
distancing requirement. As pews are less than 1 metre 
apart. 

• Communion on the tongue is not permitted. 

• At this stage there will be no singing until the whole               
congregation can sing. 

• Cleaning will be done by volunteers after each service. 

• The Callinan Centre can only have fully vaccinated 
attendees and will not be open until the 2sq.m. rule is            
introduced, and unvaccinated attendees can enter. 

• NSW Health has asked that we encourage Staff,                    
Volunteers and Congregants to get vaccinated. 

Our aim is to keep everyone as safe as we can so we thank you 
in advance for your cooperation. Please do not attend if you 
are feeling at all unwell and remember, that if you book in to 
Mass and are unable to attend, it is important to ring the                     
Parish number so that place can be offered to someone on the 
Reserve list.                      P. Melvey for PLT and PPC 
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 



 SYNOD 2021 | ON THE DAY 
With the third session of our Diocesan Synod originally 
planned for 20 November, this week we reflect on the                     
journey of our Synod so far. 
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 02, 2021 
In the video located at :https://youtu.be/ADqS65Iz9Ak 
captured at the second session in May, Synod participants 
and delegates reflect on the journey to this point and where 
the journey will continue to take us.  
Despite uncertainties, such as COVID-19 and the Session 
Three postponement, our Diocese's synodal journey remains 
alive and well.  
In 2021: 
Ongoing dialogue to come to a shared understanding of our 
ecclesiology and synodal process, involving Members of                 
Synod, Parish Priests and Parish Leaders, Diocesan and               
Agency Leadership Teams and the wider diocesan                            
community. 
“Church Without Walls” involving all Members of Synod, and 
the wider diocesan community to learn about current                      
activities that implement the Mission and Outreach                       
Foundation. 
Advent Reflection Program involving all Members of Synod, 
and the wider diocesan community. 
Meetings of the various Synod Focus Groups to progress 
their work i.e., Foundational Guiding Principles, Discernment 
of Data, Diocesan Directory, Governance Guiding Principles 
and Documentation, Event Planning and Liturgy Planning. 
Meetings of various Diocesan Councils, supported by                     
Pastoral Ministries, to keep considering the Five Foundations 
Spiritual Framework agreed at Session Two of Synod. The 
aim of the Framework is to develop concise, clear statements 
that will guide the mission and functioning of the whole                 
diocesan community. 
Assembly One of the Plenary Council (3 – 10 October). Our 
four diocesan members to inform and be informed by our 
diocesan synodal journey. 
In 2022: 
Ongoing listening, dialogue, and discernment opportunities 
Lenten Reflection Program 
Session Three of Synod – Ongoing Discernment – date to be 
determined 
Assembly Two of the Plenary Council (4–9 July) 
Proposed Session Four of Synod – Implementation – date to 
be determined 
For more information about the Synod, please visit: 
www.domnsynod.com.au 
 
CLERGY APPOINTMENTS 
Fr Andrew VG has announced the following clergy                          
appointments, to take effect Thursday 18th  November 2021. 
  
1. Fr George Anthicadu is appointed Parish Priest of             

Beresfield, East Maitland, Maitland, Morpeth,                 
Lochinvar and Rutherford parishes. 

2. Fr Kevin Corrigan is appointed Parish Priest of Taree 
and Wingham parishes. 

3. Fr John Purnell will replace Fr Kevin Corrigan as                  
Sacramental Priest at Morisset/Toronto. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 

FAITH MATTERS | SHARE YOUR STORY 
Each fortnight Faith Matters aims to explores individuals and 
communities rich experience of their faith.  
We invite you to share your faith story.  
Everyone has a story.  
No matter how ordinary yours may seem, we all have a story 
to tell and you never know what it can mean to someone 
until you share it.  
You could use the following questions as a guide.  

• Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How 
did they do that? 

• Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? 
What made them significant? 

• How has your faith been reflected in your work, your 
hobbies, your values, your choices, and your priorities at   
various times in your life? 

• In what ways has your faith guided and supported you 
over your lifetime? How has your church/faith community 
guided and supported you? 
We hope to use the stories as part of a Faith Matters.  
For more information or if you would like to be interviewed, 
please contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au or send 
your story to shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au. 
 
EMBRACING THE CHALLENGE OF MUTUAL SHARING: FIFTH 
WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 
Join the St Vincent de Paul Society NSW to learn more about 
out Pope Francis’ Message for the World Day of the Poor and 
how it relates to the life and mission of Vinnies. 
In his message for the Fifth World Day of the Poor,                     
Pope Francis calls on all societies to adopt a new approach to 
poverty. Building bonds of mutual sharing will break down 
barriers of exclusion, restore dignity, and strengthen the      
solidarity of communities. Genuine involvement in the lives 
of our sisters and brothers will make us ever more attentive 
to emerging forms of poverty as well as new possibilities for 
Christian love and charity. 
At this online evening event, Bishop Vincent Long Van             
Nguyen DD OFM Conv will share key theological and social 
teaching themes in Pope Francis’ Message for the World Day 
of the Poor. The St Vincent de Paul Society’s Executive                 
Director of Mission and Spirituality, Leo Tucker, will reflect on 
how the Pope’s call for ‘a different approach to poverty’                
resonates with Vincentian spirituality. And members of the 
Society will highlight a range of initiatives responding to 
emerging forms of poverty in this era of the COVID pandemic. 
There will be an opportunity for reflection, questions and 
discussion about how we can all embrace the challenge of 
mutual sharing. 
Event Details 
Time: 7:00PM-8:15PM 
Date: Wednesday, 17 November 2021 
Location: Online 
RSVP: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/embracing-the-challenge-
of-mutual-sharing-tickets-190885432467 
 
CaritasNews 
The latest CaritasNews, Spring 2021, is now available at 
www.caritas.org.au/media/3pxmj2pc/caritasnews_spring-
2021_digital_updated-rm.pdf  

mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/media/3pxmj2pc/caritasnews_spring-2021_digital_updated-rm.pdf
http://www.caritas.org.au/media/3pxmj2pc/caritasnews_spring-2021_digital_updated-rm.pdf


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 
 

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 2022 PASTORAL 
PLACEMENT PROGRAM 

The Pastoral Placement Program offers participants an                     
experience of ministry in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. 
The purpose of this program is to enable participants the                
opportunity to experience different workplaces and                           
ministries across the diocese. These ‘on the ground’ ministry 
work placements help participants explore the opportunities 
that are available to them to serve God and the local                           
community of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle.  

The Pastoral Placement Program provides participants a 
year-long discernment journey, involving the see, judge, act 
philosophy, to make an informed choice about the possibility 
of their future ministry or career choices.  
For more information and to learn to how to apply go to: 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/
pastoral-placement-program/ 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 
SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY 
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA— 9TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT LEO THE GREAT— 10TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS— 11TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT JOSAPHAT— 12TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY— 17TH NOVEMBER 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE—21ST NOV 
SAINT CECILIA—22ND NOVEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW DUNG LAC AND COMPANIONS—24TH NOV 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Dan Joyce, Bruce  Gillett ,William Eggins, Bishop Bill Wright,  
Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 MASS MASS 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 H White 
 

P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 M Melvey K Lendon 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 M Melvey K Lendon 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 G & L Hutchinson G & L Hutchinson 

COVID-19 
SAFETY TEAM 

9.30 H White 
T Alexander 

R Hay 
J France 

P Melvey 
K Lendon 
K Amon 
J Vipan 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-placement-program/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-placement-program/


Dangerous love 

Person A meets Person B in some 

unexpected way, and they quickly fall in 

love, start planning a life together, and 

enjoy the happiness that comes from 

having found ‘the one’. 

FR ANDREW DOOHAN PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 02, 2021 

Then something goes wrong. Either of them makes a mistake, either is offered a job far away from the other, 

an ‘old flame’ suddenly makes a reappearance. It can be anything, but whatever ‘it’ is, the two persons are 

thrown into a spin, are no longer happy, and start to drift apart. 

And then, at some point and for some other reason, Person A and Person B realise that they do, in fact, love 

each other. So there’s a great reconciliation, and everything is ‘perfect’ again. 

Such a scenario, or some variation thereof, could be the plotline of a great Hollywood rom-com blockbuster. 

Yet often, the understanding of love found in such Hollywood 

productions is what I might call “Love lite”. 

I like to remind couples whose wedding I am celebrating, that the Hollywood version of love is radically 

different to the Christian understanding of love. I also remind them that what they are about to confirm to each 

other, their family and friends, and the whole community, that they are prepared to embrace the dangerous act 

of loving each other. 

Love might not often be considered dangerous, yet the Christian sense of love – and more importantly, the 

act of loving – requires a preparedness to seek the good of the other, the one we profess to love, simply 

because they are who they are. 

Loving someone means that we do not use them for our own good, for our own benefit, but rather seek to 

enable them to have a full life and become all that they might become. 

Loving someone from a Christian perspective means that we must recognise the other has been created in 

the image and likeness of God, just as we have been. And such recognition means there may be a requirement 

for us not to prioritise our own wants and needs, if doing so might impinge on the other’s ability to flourish as a 

human being. 

In other words, the act of loving requires an openness to the possibility of sacrifice. 

Hence the danger. 

In recent months, Pope Francis has reminded us of the nature of Christian love in his encouragement for all 

people to receive vaccinations during the ongoing COVID pandemic. Pope Francis reminds us that getting 

vaccinated is not about me but rather about those around me – my family, friends, community, and those I 

supposedly love. 

The same could be said about the need to wear a mask, stay at home where possible, check in to places 

when we visit them, and many other elements of the restrictions we currently face. 

Yes, they are an imposition. Yes, they are a burden. Yes, they are less than ideal. Yet we live with them 

because ultimately, it’s only by doing so that we can show our love 

for others as we are called to do. We live with them, too, because by doing so together, we will eventually 

emerge from the circumstances in which we find ourselves. 

Embracing the call of Christian love demands that we are actively engaged with those around us all the time, 

not just during the COVID pandemic. It is a fundamental approach to how we live our lives, the way we call to 

live and act whenever we interact with others. 

In the October edition of Aurora, there are some wonderfully inspiring stories about love, about how 

individuals and communities have loved, and what love means to people in our diocese. 

I can only hope that reading these stories and seeing how people have given expression to the act of loving 

inspires us all to more readily embrace the call to the dangerous act of loving others. 

You can read the October edition of Aurora here: https://issuu.com/diomn/docs/aurora_october_2021_web 

https://mnnews.today/authors/fr-andrew-doohan/
https://issuu.com/diomn/docs/aurora_october_2021_web


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Sunday 07 Nov 2021 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you show us the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you gave your life for our salvation: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you feed us with your body and blood: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of light 
you ask us to listen to your voice 
and stand ready to meet Jesus  
when he comes again. 
Help us to keep our lamps lit 
and stay awake   
so that we are ready to answer your call. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

1 Kgs 17:10-16 

A reading from the first book of the Kings 

The widow made a little scone from her flour meal and brought it to Elijah. 

Elijah the Prophet went off to Sidon. And when he reached the city gate, there was a widow 
gathering sticks; addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a vessel for me to 
drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when he called after her. ‘Please’ he said, ‘bring me a 
scrap of bread in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives’, she replied, ‘I have no baked 
bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or 
two to go and prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall die.’ But Elijah 
said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as you have said; but first make a little scone of it 
for me and bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and for your son. For thus the 
Lord speaks, the God of Israel: 

“Jar of meal shall not be spent, 
jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends 
rain on the face of the earth.”’ 

The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they ate the food, she, himself and her son. 
The jar of meal was not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had foretold 
through Elijah. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:7-10. R.v.2 

(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down. 
It is the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord who protects the stranger. (R.) 
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3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

Second Reading 

Heb 9:24-28 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Christ offered himself only once to take the faults of many on himself. 

It is not as though Christ had entered a man-made sanctuary which was only modelled on 
the real one; but it was heaven itself, so that he could appear in the actual presence of God 
on our behalf. And he does not have to offer himself again and again, like the high priest 
going into the sanctuary year after year with the blood that is not his own, or else he would 
have had to suffer over and over again since the world began. Instead of that, he has made 
his appearance once and for all, now at the end of the last age, to do away with sin by 
sacrificing himself. Since men only die once, and after that comes judgement, so Christ, too, 
offers himself only once to take the faults of many on himself, and when he appears a 
second time, it will not be to deal with sin but to reward with salvation those who are 
waiting for him. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mk 12:38-44  

This poor widow has put more in than all who contributed. 

In his teaching Jesus said, ‘Beware of the scribes who like to walk about in long robes, to be 
greeted obsequiously in the market squares, to take the front seats in the synagogues and 
the places of honour at banquets; these are the men who swallow the property of widows, 
while making a show of lengthy prayers. The more severe will be the sentence they 
receive.’ 

He sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the 
treasury, and many of the rich put in a great deal. A poor widow came and put in two small 
coins, the equivalent of a penny. Then he called to his disciples and said to them, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, this poor widow has put more in than all who have contributed to the treasury; 
for they have all put in money they had over, but she from the little she had has put in 
everything she possessed, all she had to live on.’ 

Reader: 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 
A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Has this week’s reflection changed your ideas about this passage? 

Q. Why does Jesus promise such a severe sentence for the scribes? 

Q. What group in our society is the equivalent of the ‘widows’ of Jesus’ time? 

Q. How do you think the disciples reacted to Jesus’ comment about the widow? 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 
Leader: Dear friends, let us bring our prayers before the Lord, who shows justice to 

those in need. 

Reader: That the Holy Church will promote works of charity and service to the poor in 
all parts of the world.  

(pause) 
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In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who feel the strain of sacrifice through giving will find comfort in 
the Lord’s favour.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who direct the economy will work for the well-being of all people.
  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our community assembled here to share the Lord’s sacrifice will receive 
the promise of salvation.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are sick and housebound may know the strength of Christ’s 
presence with them, especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all those who have died will celebrate Christ’s victory over death in the 
kingdom of God, especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Loving God, you are generous and compassionate. Hear our prayers, and help 
us to find gratitude in our hearts for the gift of Jesus in the Eucharist. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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