SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY SUNDAY 25TH JULY 2021
In today’s Gospel, we hear the account of the miraculous feeding by Jesus, of the crowd with five loaves and
two fish. It was a display of astonishing generosity and compassion on his part.
Generosity should have a central place in the life of every Christian, and we get many
opportunities in our everyday dealings with one another to practice it. It is not only about
giving things, but more especially about giving of ourselves, our energy, and our love.
There is a tendency today, to go for the big gesture and neglect the small gesture. Hence, we
may be tempted to think, because our contribution is small, it will make no difference. So,
we excuse ourselves from doing anything. But everything helps. Sometimes a small deed
takes on an importance far beyond its actual value. Besides our example may trigger a
response in others.
Enough crumbs make a loaf
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
25th July 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
27th July 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
1st August 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
3rd August 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
DUE TO VERY LIMITED CAPACITIES
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL.
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or
click on the Book for Services button on the
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy you will
need to check in electronically with a QR
code or via the Service NSW website .
It is compulsory that Face Masks are to be
worn Indoors, when lining up outdoors,
sharing any transport with people who do
not live with you .

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
PASTORAL CARE
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
If you would like to speak with or see a
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
02 4973 1537 .
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
PARISH OFFICE
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the Due to the current COVID restrictions
everyone needs to make an appointment to
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
come into the Parish Office.

Due to current restrictions the Callinan Centre is unable to be used for Mass
at the same time as the Church.

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B
REFLECTION.
The Gospel this Sunday wins a prize as scripture’s number
one picnic event, because the Gospels narrate a version of
it six times.
How many people were there? It is said 5,000. Did that
include women and children? We know that there was at
least one boy, who was vital to the story
While we recognise the sacred character of the
scriptures, we also know that the evangelists were master
storytellers, deeply immersed in their religious tradition,
who polished their stories long before delivering the final
version. Writers can exaggerate, to tell truths, that
statistics cannot reveal. Just like every favourite family
story, the details vary. This Sunday, we hear John’s account
of feeding the hungry multitude. From anxiety, even panic,
over a shortage of food, shared abundance, saved the day.
Regardless of the exact details of the story, Jesus’
miracles are often referred to as signs. Like a road sign, the
purpose of Jesus’ sign is to point our attention to
something beyond. In other words, it is not just about the
miracle itself—in this case, the feeding of the hungry
multitude. It is something more. The sign was to point to
the kingdom of God.
Rarely will we be confronted with the monumental tasks
of the disciples in today’s Gospel. But every day God does
want us to reach out beyond our perceived human ability
and build up his kingdom here in our midst.
Today’s Gospel holds many truths for us about our
ministry here and now. Like the first disciples, we are right
to feel overwhelmed by the challenges before us. So many
hungry, thirsty, abused, and exhausted people look at us,
with the expectation that we will respond because we are
Christians.
From our small efforts, our five barley loaves and two
fish, greater possibilities can occur. Resources multiply,
programs expand, more people can become aware and join
the effort.
Finally, the readings remind us that we live in a world of
abundance. When the global human community learns to
share and embrace a life of virtue, maybe then world
hunger can be eradicated. Such “miracles” happened once;
they can happen again!“ John France

THANKYOU
Our ‘Vinnies’ conference acknowledges all our parishioners
parents of school children & ‘mini Vinnies’ for their kind
support in donating to our recent Winter Appeal. Your
generosity is much appreciated in helping our local needy
families through this difficult time. Sincere thanks to all.
Monica Gray
DYING TO KNOW DAY
Dying to Know Day is about creating space for death; to
prepare for, and deal with, end-of-life matters. An event
will be held in Newcastle on Sunday 8 August 2021. A
variety of speakers and exhibitors including Good Grief and
Seasons for Growth loss and grief representatives will be
available from 10 am to 4 pm at The Belford Function
Centre, 35 Belford St Broadmeadow. Gold coin entry.
Coffee, tea, snacks available. Enquiries 0411 165 914.

SACRED STORIES – SACRED SPACES: A JOURNEY INTO
DISCOVERY, TRUTH AND RIGHT RELATIONS
In the July 2021 edition of Aurora, there is an invitation for
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Catholics to participate in
a research project which seeks to hear the experiences and
stories of Indigenous Catholics.
The research aims to address the lack of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Voices in the historical literature in
this area.
There will be an opportunity to participate in both an ,
anonymous online survey and/or a face-to-face interview.
The findings will form part of a student researchers PhD
thesis and will be conducted independent of the Diocese
with strict adherence to ethical oversight. Most importantly the outcomes will inform and support the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Catholic Ministry in their mission.
For further information please contact:
Student
Researcher:
Jennifer
Rumbel
Jennifer.rumbel@uon.edu.au
or
Supervisor: Ray Kelly raymond.kelly@newcastle.edu.au
This project is funded by the University of Newcastle and a
part scholarship from the Maitland-Newcastle Diocese:
through C H Davis Scholarship
SEASONS OF CREATION – FILM COMPETITION
Do you love making TikTok videos or short films? Amidst
the climate crisis and the coronavirus pandemic, our
sisters and brothers are clamoring for hope and
restoration. NOW is the time to come together and take
action! #SeasonOfCreation. You are invited to participate in
a film contest which involves creating a 2-minute film that
explores the 2021 Seasons of Creation theme –
A Home for All.
For
more
information,
visit
https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult
-faith-formation/upcoming-events/
or contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
FAN THE FLAME— PLENARY COUNCIL
Towards Plenary Assembly One October 2021
‘Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks,
and gave them out to all who were sitting ready’
John 6:1-15
Grace moves God’s people to ask questions grounded in
the call we received at Baptism: how do we better nourish,
accompany, give witness, support, invite, welcome, engage
and be present to others, such that we all grow in holiness?
(Prayerful and Eucharistic – Discernment Paper p. 6)
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across
the Diocese from your own home.
God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and then
through artist's images of the Gospel message.
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758
Password: pray For more information contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

STORIES FROM THE SYNOD: BRENDON MANNYX
BRENDON MANNYX PUBLISHED JULY 20, 2021
On Saturday, 22nd July, 2017, I was installed as Parish
Leader for St Joseph’s Parish Toronto. I was installed with
Fr Geoff Mulhearn, our Priest Supervisor, to work
collaboratively for the pastoral care of the community.
Parish Leader, Priest Supervisor, Sacramental Priest – these
were new expressions born out of emerging models in our
Diocese. We were being called to serve the Parish in a new
way. In this model, the responsibility of parish leadership
was being shared between a priest and a lay leader. We
were being asked to work together in a new way,
appreciating the different gifts we bring. And in learning to
work collaboratively together, part of our ministry was to
call forth the gifts of the whole community – to live out a
spirit of co-responsibility with all members of the parish
community. This was a new space for us. It was also a new
space for the community. We wanted the community to
share in the decision-making and leadership of the Parish.
We explored new ways of doing things. Our meetings
became places where we really tried to listen to all the
voices around the table, particularly those with different
points of view. We also invested in the gifts of others,
entrusting to them the authority to make decisions in their
particular ministry.
So how did we do? Like everything, there were blessings
and challenges. Sometimes we missed the mark. Yet, for the
most part, when we trusted people enough with a share in
the vision and mission of the community, they responded in
kind. And wonderful things happened. New ministries
emerged – such as Welcoming, Family Days, Small groups.
We even reshaped our leadership teams to match the skills
and gifts of those called to leadership.
The time has now come for me to move on from my role
as Parish Leader. Looking back, I can see that the greatest
treasures of the community are the relationships, the
friendships that have grown. And some of these were the
result of opening up our Parish Structures to allow far
greater involvement and exercise of responsibility by the
people we are called to serve. I feel blessed to have worked
with so many wonderful parishioners, people who had
more skills than I did in many fields and were able to serve
the community in ways that I couldn’t.
One of my greatest joys as Parish Leader was seeing
people respond to the Spirit working in their own lives and
helping them find their place in the life of the community –
connecting them to other people, helping them start a new
ministry, seeing them grow as disciples. And as that happened, quite organically, the shape of our community
changed.
Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium that:
The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely
because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite
different contours depending on the openness and
missionary creativity of the pastor and the community.
And this was our experience. We had to adapt.
We had been encouraged to explore a new model of
Parish Structure for which there was no road map.
And we learnt together… as a community.

AMEN TO THE CAMINO
The Diocesan aMeN CaMiNo was officially launched in
May 2021 when 11 pilgrims set off on a five-day trek after
receiving a blessing from Bishop Bill at St John's Chapel in
Maitland. LIZZIE SNEDDEN PUBLISHED JULY 20, 2021
The vision behind the Hunter-based camino is to bring
together people from across the Diocese, including staff
and parishioners, to take on a physical and spiritual
journey surrounded by God's creation. In total, pilgrims
walk almost 100km. Along the way they take in sacred
Aboriginal sites and rolling vineyards in the Upper Hunter,
beautiful bushland in the Watagans and Glenrock national
parks, picturesque Lake Macquarie, stunning beaches, and
finally the urban sprawl of Newcastle. The first aMeN
CaMiNo included pre-arranged encounters with Aboriginal
elders, the Bishop and Morisset parishioners. They each
provided pilgrims with insightful glimpses into our
Diocese's rich history, including Mary MacKillop's brief
visit to Cooranbong.
The aMeN CaMiNo shares many similarities with some of
the more well-known camino pilgrimages. The walk itself
presents physical challenges for the body, abated by
poignant reflections that soothe the weary soul. At various
points, silence is observed, but mostly pilgrims take the
opportunity to engage in one-on-one or small group
discussions. These conversations tend to span many days
and provide the foundation for new friendships to form
between people whose paths may never have otherwise
crossed, but who come to camino with a shared desire for
renewal.
However, unlike many other famous caminos, the aMeN
CaMiNo is a guided pilgrimage. Assisting pilgrims along
their journey is a leader, spiritual guide, support person,
and driver. Pilgrims stay together at various
accommodation points and unite for an evening meal.
The aMeN CaMiNo, originally conceived by Catholic
Schools staff John Wakely and Bernadette Gibson, was
transitioned to Pastoral Ministries in 2020 to ensure its
reach was far and wide ranging. Rose McAlister, Manager
of Formation and Education in the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle, says a committed and evolving group have
organised every aspect of the expedition to ensure
pilgrims can fully immerse themselves in the experience.
“I am grateful to the committed staff and volunteers who
have created the aMeN CaMiNo team and aim to unite
pilgrims from across our Diocese and deliver an offering
that builds community and nourishes faith,” Rose says.
The feedback from the first pilgrimage indicates their
efforts have been justified.
“I feel extremely privileged to be involved in the aMeN
CaMiNo. I truly believe that pilgrimage leads to a
trinitarian relationship with self, others, and God, and is a
place where transformation occurs,” Rose says.
“When pilgrims share their story, you feel honoured to
be part of the experience, and feel blessed to be
accompanying them on the road. Sometimes you need to
empty yourself to fill full again.”
This year, the Diocese will lead five guided aMeN
CaMiNo journeys, with spaces for these initial dates
snapped up by enthusiastic pilgrims when first announced
in 2020.

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS
Masks are now compulsory indoors, when lining up to
enter a building, at outdoor organised events, on public
transport, in taxi’s and when using ride share including
carpooling.
There is to be no singing by congregations or audiences.
If you travel to any area that currently has stay at home
orders you may not be able to attend Mass or Liturgy
when you return home as you may need to follow the
stay at home rules for 14 days after you left the area,
even if you have a reasonable excuse to travel.
If you have travelled to an area currently under stay at
home rules you need to contact Service NSW to confirm
that you do not need to follow the stay at home orders
by calling 137788.
Please note that everyone is now required to
Electronically Check-in with a QR code or electronic
device.
COLLECTIONS
As cash is deemed a transmission hazard by NSW Health
they recommend that donations and payments be made
electronically. There is an online parish payments button
on the Parish Home page or alternatively you can deposit
directly into the Parish Account. Account Name: CDF
5004 Morisset Parish BSB:062815 Account Number:
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG Giver
Number.
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINTS JOACHIM AND ANNE— 26TH JULY
SAINTS MARTHA, MARY AND LAZARUS— 29TH JULY
SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA— 31ST JULY
SAINT DOMINIC— 3RD AUGUST
SAINT JOHN VIANNEY— 4TH AUGUST
THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD— 6TH AUGUST
SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS (MARY MACKILLOP) - 8TH AUGUST
SAINT LAWRENCE— 10TH AUGUST
SAINT CLARE— 11TH AUGUST
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Mark Patrick, Maureen Phillips, John Francisco, Ian Douglas,
Patricia Jones, Bev Loft, Robert Jay, Michelle Clipsham.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available at
the back of the church and at the Parish Office.
All prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
The JULY Aurora is available at the back of the Church.

Dear Grandfathers and Grandmothers,
Dear Elderly Friends,
“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise the Lord
made to his disciples before he ascended into heaven. They are
the words that he repeats to you today, dear grandfathers and
grandmothers, dear elderly friends. “I am with you always” are
also the words that I, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly person like
yourselves, would like to address to you on this first World Day of
Grandparents and the Elderly. The whole Church is close to you –
to us – and cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave
you alone!
I am well aware that this Message comes to you at a difficult time:
the pandemic swept down on us like an unexpected and furious
storm; it has been a time of trial for everyone, but especially for
us elderly persons. Many of us fell ill, others died or experienced
the death of spouses or loved ones, while others found
themselves isolated and alone for long periods.
The Lord is aware of all that we have been through in this time.
He is close to those who felt isolated and alone, feelings that
became more acute during the pandemic. Tradition has it that
Saint Joachim, the grandfather of Jesus, felt estranged from those
around him because he had no children; his life, like that of his
wife Anne, was considered useless. So the Lord sent an angel to
console him. While he mused sadly outside the city gates, a messenger from the Lord appeared to him and said, “Joachim,
Joachim! The Lord has heard your insistent prayer”. [1] Giotto, in one of his celebrated frescoes, [2] seems to set the scene
at night, one of those many sleepless nights, filled with memories, worries and longings to which many of us have come to
be accustomed.
Even at the darkest moments, as in these months of pandemic, the Lord continues to send angels to console our
loneliness and to remind us: “I am with you always”. He says this to you, and he says it to me. That is the meaning of this
Day, which I wanted to celebrate for the first time in this particular year, as a long period of isolation ends and social life
slowly resumes. May every grandfather, every grandmother, every older person, especially those among us who are most
alone, receive the visit of an angel!
At times those angels will have the face of our grandchildren, at others, the face of family members, lifelong friends or
those we have come to know during these trying times, when we have learned how important hugs and visits are for each
of us. How sad it makes me that in some places these are still not possible!
The Lord, however, also sends us messengers through his words, which are always at hand. Let us try to read a page of the
Gospel every day, to pray with the psalms, to read the prophets! We will be comforted by the Lord's faithfulness. The
Scriptures will also help us to understand what the Lord is asking of our lives today. For at every hour of the day (cf. Mt
20:1-16) and in every season of life, he continues to send labourers into his vineyard. I was called to become the Bishop of
Rome when I had reached, so to speak, retirement age and thought I would not be doing anything new. The Lord is always
– always – close to us. He is close to us with new possibilities, new ideas, new consolations, but always close to us. You
know that the Lord is eternal; he never, ever goes into retirement.
In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus tells the Apostles, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you” (28:19-20).
These words are also addressed to us today. They help us better understand that our vocation is to preserve our roots, to
pass on the faith to the young, and to care for the little ones. Think about it: what is our vocation today, at our age? To
preserve our roots, to pass on the faith to the young and to care for the little ones. Never forget this.
It makes no difference how old you are, whether you still work or not, whether you are alone or have a family, whether
you became a grandmother or grandfather at a young age or later, whether you are still independent or need assistance.
Because there is no retirement age from the work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down traditions to your
grandchildren. You just need to set out and undertake something new.

At this crucial moment in history, you have a renewed vocation. You may wonder: How this can be possible? My energy is
running out and I don’t think I can do much. How can I begin to act differently when habit is so much a part of my life?
How can I devote myself to those who are poor when I am already so concerned about my family? How can I broaden my
vision when I can’t even leave the residence where I live? Isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? How many
of you are asking just that question: isn’t my solitude already a sufficiently heavy burden? Jesus himself heard a similar
question from Nicodemus, who asked, “How can a man be born when he is old?” (Jn 3:4). It can happen, the Lord replies,
if we open our hearts to the working of the Holy Spirit, who blows where he wills. The Holy Spirit whose freedom is such
that goes wherever, and does whatever, he wills.
As I have often observed, we will not emerge from the present crisis as we were before, but either better or worse. And
“God willing… this may prove not to be just another tragedy of history from which we learned nothing… If only we might
keep in mind all those elderly persons who died for lack of respirators... If only this immense sorrow may not prove
useless, but enable us to take a step forward towards a new style of life. If only we might discover once for all that we
need one another, and that in this way our human frailty can experience a rebirth” (Fratelli Tutti, 35). No one is saved
alone. We are all indebted to one another. We are all brothers and sisters.
Given this, I want to tell you that you are needed in order to help build, in fraternity and social friendship, the world of
tomorrow: the world in which we, together with our children and grandchildren, will live once the storm has subsided. All
of us must “take an active part in renewing and supporting our troubled societies” (ibid., 77). Among the pillars that
support this new edifice, there are three that you, better than anyone else, can help to set up. Those three pillars are
dreams, memory and prayer. The Lord’s closeness will grant to all, even the frailest among us, the strength needed to
embark on a new journey along the path of dreams, memory and prayer.
The prophet Joel once promised: “Your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men will have visions” (3:1). The
future of the world depends on this covenant between young and old. Who, if not the young, can take the dreams of the
elderly and make them come true? Yet for this to happen, it is necessary that we continue to dream. Our dreams of
justice, of peace, of solidarity can make it possible for our young people to have new visions; in this way, together, we can
build the future. You need to show that it is possible to emerge renewed from an experience of hardship. I am sure that
you have had more than one such experience: in your life you have faced any number of troubles and yet were able to pull
through. Use those experiences to learn how to pull through now.
Dreams are thus intertwined with memory. I think of the painful memory of war, and its importance for helping the young
to learn the value of peace. Those among you who experienced the suffering of war must pass on this message. Keeping
memory alive is a true mission for every elderly person: keeping memory alive and sharing it with others. Edith Bruck, who
survived the horror of the Shoah, has said that “even illuminating a single conscience is worth the effort and pain of
keeping alive the memory of what has been.” She went on to say: “For me, memory is life.” [3] I also think of my own
grandparents, and those among you who had to emigrate and know how hard it is to leave everything behind, as so many
people continue to do today, in hope of a future. Some of those people may even now be at our side, caring for us. These
kinds of memory can help to build a more humane and welcoming world. Without memory, however, we will never be
able to build; without a foundation, we can never build a house. Never. And the foundation of life is memory.
Finally, prayer. As my predecessor, Pope Benedict, himself a saintly elderly person who continues to pray and work for the
Church, once said: “the prayer of the elderly can protect the world, helping it perhaps more effectively than the frenetic
activity of many others.” [4] He spoke those words in 2012, towards the end of his pontificate. There is something
beautiful here. Your prayer is a very precious resource: a deep breath that the Church and the world urgently need (cf.
Evangelii Gaudium, 262). Especially in these difficult times for our human family, as we continue to sail in the same boat
across the stormy sea of the pandemic, your intercession for the world and for the Church has great value: it inspires in
everyone the serene trust that we will soon come to shore.
Dear grandmother, dear grandfather, dear elderly friends, in concluding this Message to you, I would also like to mention
the example of Blessed (and soon Saint) Charles de Foucauld. He lived as a hermit in Algeria and there testified to “his
desire to feel himself a brother to all” (Fratelli Tutti, 287). The story of his life shows how it is possible, even in the solitude
of one’ s own desert, to intercede for the poor of the whole world and to become, in truth, a universal brother or sister.
I ask the Lord that, also through his example, all of us may open our hearts in sensitivity to the sufferings of the poor and
intercede for their needs. May each of us learn to repeat to all, and especially to the young, the words of consolation we
have heard spoken to us today: “I am with you always”! Keep moving forward! May the Lord grant you his blessing.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 31 May 2021, Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary

LITURGY MATTERS: Unity in Diversity

Well, anyone who thought surgery was going to slow down Pope Francis was
proved wrong on Friday 16 July!
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED JULY 20, 2021

Three things are leading me to ponder more deeply the nature of the Catholic Church as a
community characterised by ‘unity in diversity’.
Firstly, as I have indicated previously, the Diocesan Liturgy Council continues to reflect on the
Diocesan Synod Paper, listening for what it says about our ‘Worship and Prayer’.
Secondly, on Friday 16 July Pope Francis issued his Apostolic Letter, Traditionis Custodes, on
the use of what we commonly call the ‘Latin Mass’ and which means Mass celebrated according to
the 1962 Missal used prior to Vatican II.
Thirdly, the readings from Sunday (Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B). Having heard
them proclaimed to the church gathered, we chew on them throughout this week, discerning how
God is inviting us to participate in the paschal mystery in this place.
As we have heard Fr Richard Lennan say often, if there is no diversity, we are not catholic. Our
unity in Christ is strengthened by the diversity of the community. Diversity of age, race, culture,
gender, work, gifts, understandings and perspectives, location and all the other ways we are
different. The community of faith united in Christ engages in dialogue, not debate. The community of
faith united in Christ celebrates difference as a source of wisdom, not a problem to be solved. The
community of faith united in Christ does not seek to homogenise difference to give the appearance
of sameness.
It is interesting to consider the Synod Paper through the lens of ‘unity in diversity’. In it the
voice of the people is heard longing to strengthen our unity in Christ:
•
longing to deepen our relationship with God and each other.
•
longing to deepen our understanding of those things that express our unity
such as Eucharist, sacrament and mission.
•
longing to be nourished for life and mission.
The voice of the people is also heard longing to celebrate our diversity:
•
longing for a diversity of prayer and liturgical experiences.
•
longing for an expansion of those involved in ministry.
•
longing for prayer that is shaped by our indigenous brothers and sisters.

In this context, how is our local church to begin the journey of receiving Pope Francis’
Apostolic Letter issued ‘Motu Proprio’. How might this letter help us discern our path forward in a
way that strengthens our unity IN diversity?
As a starting point we could reflect on how we avail ourselves of the deep and wide treasury
of Catholic payer and liturgy that is ours. Can we think more critically and with more discernment
about those liturgies that most deeply form and celebrate our essential unity AND those which more
easily give expression to our diversity?
The Sacraments, particularly Eucharist – especially on Sunday – most profoundly celebrate
and form our unity in Christ and our community. These are not the liturgies through which we seek
to express our diversity. That said, the Sacraments do provide for great flexibility in the range of
choices and options available in the liturgical books. We can certainly make better use of all these
options, even on Sunday. The liturgy should ‘smell of the sheep’ who celebrate it.
The rest of our deep and wide treasury of Catholic prayer and liturgy provides us with
opportunities to express and nourish our diversity. Some people love the Prayer of the Church –
Morning and Evening Prayer. Some love Adoration and Benediction. Some love meditation and
centering prayer. Some love devotions such as the rosary, the Stations of the Cross and the Novena.
Many love to pray with the scripture, immersing themselves in one of the many forms of Lectio
Divina. Some like to create a prayer or liturgical experienced centred on the Word of God, or a
liturgical text or symbol. Some like to say prayers. Some like silence. Some like walks. Some seek
contemplation. Some have a balance of personal and communal prayer.
When our faith life is expressed and nurtured by forms of prayer and worship that
accommodate our diversity, we can more easily come together as a community in those celebrations
which most profoundly express and form our unity in Christ and with each other. When we put all
our eggs in one basket – for example, Mass – then that one liturgy is left bearing the weight of
expectations that are meant to be met elsewhere.
We don’t need permission to pray in these diverse ways. We don’t need ‘the diocese to
provide …’. The deep and wide treasury of Catholic liturgy belongs to all of us.
Sunday’s readings had a lot to say about a people ‘destroyed and scattered’, and about
shepherds. Shepherds with integrity (aka Good Shepherds) lead the sheep to green pasture near
restful waters where they can be revived, and accompany them even in valley’s of darkness. In Mark’s
Gospel, expecting a bit of a break, Jesus steps ashore to be met by a large and needy crowd that has
gathered from many parts. Jesus responds by feeding them.
How is this Word of God from Sunday inviting us to participate in the Paschal Mystery this
week? The liturgy forms all of us in Christ, the good shepherd. How are we being invited to gather
rather than scatter? Indeed, are we leading people to green pasture where they will be revived? One
could hear the longings expressed in the Synod Paper as a longing for green pasture.
In a world ravaged with divisions, we the church in Christ are called to live as a sacrament
(sign and instrument) of communion with God and of unity among people. More than ever the world
needs us to show that it is possible to live as a community whose unity is strengthened, not scattered
or torn apart, by diversity. This is part of our mission! We need to do this in our prayer and worship,
so we learn how to live it every day. This is one of the ways we are called to participate in the Paschal
Mystery today. It’s not easy.
What are you thinking? How are you/we being invited by our context, and this week’s
readings, to explore and make use of our church’s treasury of prayer and worship? What might a
parish community who did this look like? Where might room need to be made for the other or the
new? What exciting possibilities are you imagining? Give it a go.
Acknowledgements
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
Sunday 25 Jul 2021

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS
AND THE ELDERLY
I thank You, Lord,
for the comfort of Your presence:
even in times of loneliness,
You are my hope and my confidence,
You have been my rock and my fortress since my youth!
I thank You for having given me a family and for having
blessed me with a long life.
I thank You for moments of joy and difficulty,
for the dreams that have already come true in my life and for those that
are still ahead of me.
I thank You for this time of renewed fruitfulness to which You call me.
Increase, O Lord, my faith,
make me a channel of your peace,
teach me to embrace those who suffer more than me, to never
stop dreaming
and to tell of your wonders to new generations.
Protect and guide Pope Francis and the Church,
that the light of the Gospel might reach the ends of the earth. Send Your
Spirit, O Lord, to renew the world,
that the storm of the pandemic might be calmed, the poor
consoled and wars ended.
Sustain me in weakness
and help me to live life to the full in each
moment that You give me,
in the certainty that you are with me every day, even until the
end of the age.
Amen.

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:
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Lord Jesus, you showed concern for the hungry: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you bind us together in peace: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you feed us with the Bread of life: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Lord Jesus,
may our hearts be filled
with compassion and love
as we reach out to others in need.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
2 Kgs 4:42-44
A reading from the second book of the Kings
They will eat and have some left over.

A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing Elisha, the man of God, bread from the first-fruits,
twenty barley loaves and fresh grain in the ear. ‘Give it to the people to eat,’ Elisha said. But
his servant replied, ‘How can I serve this to a hundred men?’ ‘Give it to the people to eat’ he
insisted ‘for the Lord says this, “They will eat and have some left over.”’ He served them; they
ate and had some over, as the Lord had said.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Ps 144:10-11, 15-18. R. v.16
(R.) The hand of the Lord feeds us;
he answers all our needs.
1. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God. (R.)
2. The eyes of all creatures look to you
and you give them their food in due time.
You open wide your hand,
grant the desires of all who live. (R.)
3. The Lord is just in all his ways
and loving in all his deeds.
He is close to all who call him,
who call on him from their hearts. (R.)

Second Reading
Eph 4:1-6
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians
There is one body, one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation. Bear with one
another charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and patience. Do all you can to
preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds you together. There is one Body, one
Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the same hope when you were called. There is
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, through all and within all.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 6:1-15
He distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.

Jesus went off to the other side of the Sea of Galilee – or of Tiberias – and a large crowd
followed him, impressed by the signs he gave by curing the sick. Jesus climbed the hillside, and
sat down there with his disciples. It was shortly before the Jewish feast of Passover.
Looking up, Jesus saw the crowds approaching and said to Philip, ‘Where can we buy some
bread for these people to eat?’ He only said this to test Philip; he himself knew exactly what
he was going to do. Philip answered, ‘Two hundred denarii would only buy enough to give
them a small piece each.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said, ‘There is a
small boy here with five barley loaves and two fish; but what is that between so many?’ Jesus
said to them, ‘Make the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass there, and as many as five
thousand men sat down. Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks and gave them out to all
who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out as much as was wanted.
When they had eaten enough he said to the disciples, ‘Pick up the pieces left over, so that
nothing gets wasted.’ So they picked them up, and filled twelve hampers with scraps left over
from the meal of five barley loaves. The people, seeing this sign that he had given, said, ‘This
really is the prophet who is to come into the world.’ Jesus, who could see they were about to
come and take him by force and make him king, escaped back to the hills by himself.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. What significance can be attached to the fact that this account appears in all four gospels?
Q. In what ways is this gospel story a precursor for the Eucharistic meal?
Q. What is the effect of the miracle on the crowd?
Q. Why does Jesus ‘head for the hills’?
Q. In what ways does this gospel challenge our world?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:
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I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Sisters and brothers, through Christ who provides for our needs, let us bring our
prayers before the Lord.

Reader:

That the Holy Church will be nourished by the gift of Christ’s sacrifice.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those of us who are grandparents, may we know how to accompany our
families with wisdom and may we learn to pass on the treasure of faith to our
grandchildren and to the younger generations.
(pause)
In your mercy:

All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those of us who are older people will live in a manner worthy of the call we
have received with humility, gentleness and generosity. May our frailty never
prevent us from being strong in love, nor from being consolation for the poor and
support for the young.
(pause)
In your mercy:
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All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That all the elderly who are alone and seek the tenderness of an embrace. May no
one have to live in isolation, and may all receive a visit from an angel and feel that
the Lord’s promise “I am with you always” is addressed to their lives.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader: That those living with poverty or famine will be relieved of their suffering.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That as we reflect on the future of the Church in Australia and immerse ourselves
in the Plenary Council, let us follow the example of Mary, remembering her trust
that the Spirit of God would be with her.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick will find comfort in the bread of heaven and the wine of peace,
especially those in our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will come to eternal life with Christ, especially those in
our community and families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Loving Father, through his great sacrifice, Christ gives us all we need. Hear our
prayers and help us to receive this Eucharist as sustenance for serving others in
your name. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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