FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR B SUNDAY 02 MAY 2021
Today we hear of the early Christian communities as they multiplied and grew.
Spreading the Gospel was a risky thing, and they were motivated and fed by their memories of Jesus’ powerful
words.

The familiar image of the vine in today’s Gospel would have been especially reassuring:
Despite the physical separation, their deep, ongoing connection to Jesus remained firm.
It’s the same message for us. Stay close, trust in the source, and keep bearing fruit!
Each one of us, too, is faced with pruning so that we can come to full and fruitful life in
Christ. We may carry the dead wood of missed opportunities, barren branches of self-will
and arrogance, or many other faults. These need to be stripped away so that we can
bear good fruit for the reign of God.
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
2nd May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
4th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
9th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
11th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BOOKINGS
ARE ESSENTIAL.
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or
click on the Book for Services button on the
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office
between 9am & 2pm Weekdays.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be
aware that the NSW Government requires
you to check in and provide your contact
details and asks that those who are able to
check in with a QR code do so.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn by those in Places of
Worship, on Public Transport, and those
Carpooling.
PASTORAL CARE
If you would like to speak with or see a
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
02 4973 1537 .

WALKING ON SACRED GROUND
The theme for this year's Bishop's Staff Day was Walking
on Sacred Ground - an Indigenous guided tour of
Aboriginal culture and history that survives in our
community.
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED APRIL 27, 2021
Each year, the Bishop of the Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle conducts a staff day for everyone working in
the Curia - Chancery, Catholic Schools Office, CatholicCare
Social Services, Shared Services, St Nicholas Early
Childhood and the CDF. Introduction, information and
inspiration form the foundation for Bishop’s Day. This
important day allows staff to experience the many facets
of the Diocese at a local level.
The theme for this year's event, Walking on Sacred
Ground, saw 250 staff spread across nine locations. These
locations included Glenrock Lagoon, Watagans Pine
Forest, Yula Punaal Mandalong Valley, Butterfly Cave
Sugarloaf, Mt Sugarloaf, Yamalong Yarteen, Saltwater
Reserve, Wollombi and the Murrook Worimi Local
Aboriginal Land Council.
By all accounts Bishop's Staff Day was a resounding
success, and a wonderful opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of the traditional custodians of the land on
which we live.
Parish-Family Liaison Officer, Helene O'Neill, shares her
experience touring Glenrock Lagoon:
"The Glenrock experience was a first for some of the
group whilst others had visited the spot and knew they
were in for a treat. Pete Townsend was our man for the
day and his passion for his people, the land and the
preservation of the site added to the adventure. We
learnt about the trees in the area and their uses, for
example, grounding the seed to make bread and how to
numb fish so they float to the surface. Pete showed us a
simple test to check whether berries were poisonous or
edible – we left that taste test to him though. We walked
through the bush to where the predominately fresh water lagoon meets the ocean and were informed of middens and other features that have built up over a long
period of time. Following lunch we gathered in a circle
and Pete graciously invited questions about his people,
culture or anything that had come out of the experience.
The richness of this day will stay with us as we strive to be
stewards of our precious earth."
A special thanks to our wonderful Indigenous hosts who
helped make this day possible.
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other
across the Diocese from your own home.
God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and
then through artist's images of the Gospel message.
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/96144217758
Password: pray For more information contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

LIVING THE GOSPEL – BEARING FRUIT
The vinedresser of this passage cuts away the dead
branches and prunes back those that are not bearing
fruit. In what way do we bear fruit? When we strive to
reach our fullest potential in whatever we do, we bear
fruit. When we act out of motivation for the other person
rather than ourselves, we bear fruit. When we strive to
bring about the reign of God in our small part of the
world, we bear fruit. Sometimes we too need to have
some of our thoughts and actions pruned so that we
might better bear the fruit that we are truly capable of
producing.
SYNOD UPDATE: NOW SEEKING 'INTERESTED PEOPLE'
Expression of interest is now open for “Interested
People” to attend the second session of Synod. Interested
People may be people who wish to be invited because of
their interest in the Catholic Church and the work of the
synod and/or who are unable to be Synod Members or
Synod Participants.
ALYSON SEGROTT PUBLISHED APRIL 27, 2021
An Interested Person may be present at the Synod
Session Two on 22 May. They will have neither voice nor
voting rights at the Synod.
The Synod will be held as a Multi-Modal Model. There will
be six locations:
Central Hub – Victor Peters Suite and Diocesan Rooms
Hub 1 – San Clemente High School, Mayfield
Hub 2 – St Pauls High School, Booragul
Hub 3 – All Saints College/St Mary’s, Maitland
Hub 4 – St Joseph’s High School, Aberdeen
Hub 5 – St Clare’s High School, Taree
If you are interested in attending Synod Session Two on
22nd May please complete an Expression of Interest
Form www.domnsynod.com.au/get-involved/interestedpeople to be allocated to a Synod Hub.
Please note: Synod Members, Synod Participants, or
Synod delegates do not have to complete this form.

SEE JUDGE ACT SMALL GROUP
Will gather in the Callinan Centre on Thursday 6th May
between 9.30 am and 10.15am. We will be focusing on
the Gospel for the coming Sunday. This will be the
Gospel text for the 6th Sunday of Easter which is the
Gospel of John 15:9-17. Reading the Gospel text
beforehand may assist in you in your reflection upon the
Gospel prior to our gathering. Anyone who would like to
participate is welcome. For more information please
speak with Fr Kevin.
CARITAS AUTUMN NEWSLETTER
The Caritas Autumn newsletter is now available online at
https://www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine/. Check
out their latest news and stories from overseas and in
Australia.

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

FOSTERING UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
On first meeting, Melissa Hunt’s bright eyes draw you in.
Then you notice her beautiful smile. However, once you
get chatting, you realise it is her warm heart and open
mind that make her one of the Manning’s most valued
treasures.
LIZZIE SNEDDEN PUBLISHED APRIL 14, 2021
Mel wears many hats. She is the principal of St Joseph’s
Primary School in Wingham, a volunteer at the Taree
Community Kitchen, a budding tap dancer and
enthusiastic bushwalker, loving mother and wife, as well
as a foster carer of more than 10 years.
“Our family has opened our home to 47 children in that
time,” Mel says, “it has enriched our lives enormously.”
Mel’s family includes husband David, their two biological
sons Lachlan, 21, and Mitchell, 19, and two girls who will
remain in their care long term.
“We love to help our community by providing a safe
space for children who need it,” she says. “Children in
foster care often don’t feel like they belong anywhere.
Their life can be really, really hard.”
Mel says her experience as a foster carer, and principal,
has shown her that children who have been removed
from their parents due to fears for their safety and
wellbeing often put on a brave front, but underneath are
battling the effects of trauma.
“We just hope when they come to our home that they
have a nice time,” she says. “We eat meals together and
show them what family life can be like.”
Mel and David’s calling to become foster carers came
just over a decade ago. At that time, their youngest son
was nine years of age, and an extended family member
had a child removed from their care, which really hit
home for the couple.
Knowing they had time and space on their side, Mel and
David spoke to a friend who was a foster carer, and
shortly afterwards made the life-changing decision to
become carers themselves.
“It took about 12 months to go through authorisation
process, and as soon as that was completed, we
welcomed the first child into our home,” Mel says.
The family now primarily provides emergency care. Mel
says she can’t bear to think of children sleeping in hotel
rooms with caseworkers night after night due to a chronic
shortage of carers.
“The quicker these children are in a home environment,
the better their short and long-term outcomes.”
Asked about the concept of love, Mel’s bright eyes well
up with tears and her voice begins to shake.
“I never expected to love the children who come into
our care as much as I do, but it just happens,” she says.
“The children need someone to love them
unconditionally, and they love you back.”
It is this unconditional love, along with continued
support and unwavering patience, that Mel says helps the
children reach their potential.
“When children are in a stable environment you can see

them grow in confidence and become happier. It enables
them to begin to heal from the trauma they have
experienced.”
Mel recognises the important role the children’s
biological family members can play in their lives.
“It’s important those family ties are nurtured, as it is
part of the children’s life story and helps them to form
their identity.”
When children come into the Hunts' care, the family
love to take them exploring.
“Ellenborough Falls and the Manning River provide
great opportunities to get amongst nature,” Mel says,
adding a drive to the beautiful beaches in nearby Forster
makes a great day trip, which almost feels like a mini
holiday.
“I’ve learnt so much about our land from the
traditional owners, the Biripi people, who have been so
generous in sharing their cultural knowledge.”
Mel says the support of the people in Wingham
sustains her – the St Joseph’s Primary School community
in particular.
“St Joseph’s has a real family environment,” she says.
“We all work together; staff, students and parents. The
kids love learning and coming to school each day and the
parents are so supportive. It’s a great place to be.”
CARITAS AUSTRALIA TIMOR-LESTE AND INDONESIAN
FLOODS EMERGENCY APPEAL
On 4 April 2021, Tropical Cyclone Seroja struck TimorLeste and eastern parts of Indonesia, triggering torrential
rain and flash flooding. The floods swept away homes
and destroyed roads, with parts of the Timor-Leste
capital, Dili, now under water.
At least 157 people in Timor-Leste and Indonesia have
already lost their lives. The death toll is expected to rise,
with information still filtering through from the more
remote regions of Timor-Leste.
Timor-Leste is also facing a COVID-19 crisis, with Dili
under lockdown following a rise in locally acquired cases.
Indonesia has also struggled to contain the spread of
COVID-19, with over 1.5 million confirmed cases – the
highest in South East Asia. The flood will heighten the
risk of community transmission, with thousands of
displaced residents forced to seek shelter together in
close quarters inside evacuation centres.
Approximately 13,000 people have been affected by the
floods and landslides, including more than 10,000 in
Timor-Leste.
Caritas Australia are calling for donations so they an
provide urgent, emergency support to communities in
Timor-Leste and Indonesia devastated by the floods.
Your donation means our partners on the ground can
help provide clean water, food, hygiene kits and shelter
to those who need it most.
For more information on how you can help, visit:
https://www.caritas.org.au/timor-leste-and-indonesian
-floods-emergency-appeal/.

ECUMENICAL PRAYER FROM THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
OF CHURCHES. WE HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRAY THIS
PRAYER AT 7PM EACH DAY
Gracious God,
We give thanks anew for your
providence and presence.
We prayerfully seek your grace,
amidst COVID-19 here and overseas.
We pray for those in need of healing.
We pray for your peace with those who are anxious or
grieving.
We pray you will continue to strengthen and sustain all
those who are serving in response.
We pray for your Holy Spirit’s discernment amidst the
many choices and decisions facing our national,
community and medical leaders.
We pray we each might see quickly what more we can
do to help those who are vulnerable.
This prayer for our nation in the family of nations, with
all that is on our hearts,
we gather now and pray through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES— 3RD MAY
SAINT MATTHIAS— 14TH MAY
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD— 16TH MAY
PENTECOST— 23RD MAY
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS— 24TH MAY
SAINT PHILIP NERI— 26TH MAY
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY— 30TH MAY
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 31ST MAY
SAINT JUSTIN— 1ST JUNE

Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about
what is happening locally. Follow mnnews.today
on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy
laws.

WEEKEND ROSTERS
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Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Maureen Phillips, John Francisco, Ian Douglas, Patricia Jones,
Ralph McKelvie, Bev Loft, Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett,
Joan Gillett Robert Jay,
Michelle Clipsham, Mark Patrick,
Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin.

Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.
Remembrance: Erwin Volkl

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

LITURGY MATTERS: It takes the whole community to
initiate children!
There was a time we now call ‘pre-COVID’. If we think back to this time, is there
anyone among you who would claim that the way we were doing Sacraments of
Initiation for Children was working? The key word is ‘working’. What do we mean by
‘working’?
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED APRIL 27, 2021

When the local Church officially entered ‘COVID time’ on March 19, Bishop Bill wrote a Pastoral Letter in
which he outlined all the liturgical changes that had to be implemented, including the suspension of the
Sacraments of Initiation for Children for 2020. Bishop Bill asked parishes to take a ‘fallow year’ to reflect on
their existing practice so they would be ready to start afresh in 2021.
What a gift and opportunity 2020 gave parish Sacramental Teams, who rarely have time to stop and reflect
from one year to the next.
To support parish communities in this reflection the Diocesan Liturgy Council (DLC) produced a document
titled, ‘Sacraments of Initiation: A Fallow Year Reflection Resource’. Parishes were encouraged to share this
document widely.
Then as we ended 2020 and Bishop Bill announced that the ‘Sacraments of Initiation for Children’ would
recommence in 2021, it was clear that COVID restrictions would continue to impact our life and liturgy. And
so, the DLC prepared another pastoral resource to support the community in thinking through the
implications of this, particularly for the ‘Sacraments of Initiation for Children’. That document is ‘Shaping
Liturgy 2021: A Liturgical Bridge from 2020-2021’.
This gift of time and resources filled some with so much hope. Finally, we had time to reflect on what was
generally agreed to be ‘not working’. There was hope that the fruit of this reflection would be seen in some
change to the way parish communities prepare for and celebrate the Sacraments of Initiation in 2021. One
small step, with a plan for further steps in the years ahead, would sustain this hope.

However, as we move into May, I confess to being disappointed and somewhat frustrated as I see the
same basic pattern of Sacramental Initiation for Children re-emerging.
That is not to say parishes aren’t asking questions. These have been mainly practical in nature and about
Confirmation. In response the DLC invited parishes to participate in a conversation focusing on
Confirmation and First Communion. The aim was to provide a forum for people from different parishes to
talk with each other. Fifteen people participated via Zoom on Monday afternoon April 19.
The conversation was most engaging as participants talked honestly, not about practical concerns, but
about the significant challenges they face. While nearly everyone involved in this ministry has a story of a
wonderful experience that ‘worked’, people shared how easy it is to be worn down, and to become
despondent and de-energised, because overall they know what they are doing is not working.
My frustration centres on the chasm between the honest conversations we keep having, and the lack of
changed pastoral practice that might go some way to addressing the issues we face. We seem to be
paralysed, unable to think outside the existing Sacraments of Initiation box. At the end of the conversation
one person spoke passionately about the need for us to be courageous in this space.
What would a courageous response look like in your parish? What would it ask of you and me as
parishioners?
I shall share a secret with you, unpopular as it may be. When asked what the biggest challenge is facing the
ministry of Christian Initiation in parishes – for children and adults – Sacramental and RCIA Teams and
Parish Leaders say … the worshipping community.
Ouch! That’s me and you and all of us together. Our collective behaviour indicates that we fail to appreciate
that Initiation is our responsibility, all of us together. All the baptised are commissioned by God to
evangelise – ‘Proclaim the Good News’ of God’s love – and baptise.
So I ask myself: Where am I when the Sacraments of Initiation for Children are being celebrated in my
parish? Am I there or am I intentionally avoiding it? Of course, there is another side to this question which
is: Am I encouraged to be there? Told what time they are on? Invited and encouraged to help?
And where am I and what am I doing when families are preparing for these Sacraments? How am I helping
to introduce these families to the Catholic way of life? Is there an opportunity for me to share my
experience of the love of God and how it shapes my life as a disciple and a member of the Church? Again,
there is another side to this question: Am I invited to be part of this process?
It is also important to note that Sacramental Teams in most parishes struggle to find new members and
existing members often feel they are there ‘for the term of their natural life’! So I appreciate members of
these teams might find the questions above about inviting parishioners to participate laughable. There are
always many perspectives to consider.
In the ‘Liturgical Bridge from 2020-2021’ document mentioned above, an accompaniment process for
families was proposed. If there is a parish that is attempting such a process it would be good to know so
your experience can be shared.
There is a practical issue that makes community participation difficult, especially with COVID, that is space
in the church. Space is an issue if we continue to operate Sacraments of Initiation for Children according to
an age/cohort model. This model is contrary to our appreciation of faith as a response to a personal
encounter with God in Christ. When understood as a faith response to a personal experience of God,
people are ready for Initiation at different times. Initiation happens in response to the movement of
the Holy Spirit NOT the parish or even Bishop’s schedule.

In the April 19 conversation, we talked about collapsing this age/cohort model. That might take time, but it
is not difficult, or hard to imagine.
Let’s think about Confirmation. As I said above, the same pattern of celebration is emerging. A parish
with multiple churches and large numbers of candidates might have two or three Confirmations, all
scheduled within a narrow time frame, perhaps across two weeks. What possibilities might open up if
instead, these parishes scheduled two or three Confirmations across the year? Parishes who have one
Confirmation a year could consider having two. Small parishes, some of whom celebrate Confirmation
every second year or as needed, are already able to be flexible. Changing the schedule in this way would
expand the possibility for children and their families to seek Confirmation when they are ready, rather
than according to the parish schedule.
Such a change would also enable the parish to make sure there is room in the church for parishioners to
participate, sitting with families, accompanying them and supporting them in simple ways such as knowing
when to sit or stand. Participation of regular members of the worshipping community would also enable
the dialogue responses to be heard and hymns to be sung with some volume. This would greatly enrich
the whole liturgical experience.
Parishes are free to schedule as many Confirmation ceremonies as they believe is pastorally needed. It is
up to the Bishop’s Office to manage the schedule for the Bishop or his delegate.
Now let’s think about First Communion. In many ways, this is easier because it does not involve the
Bishop or his delegate. First Communion of its nature belongs within the community of faith that gathers
on Sunday. Issues about numbers and fitting people in also can be addressed by collapsing the age/cohort
model. In a truly initiating community, families would present their children for First Communion at any
Sunday Mass on most Sundays of the year when it has been discerned that they are ready.
For some families who live in the heart of the parish community, their children may be ready before the
specified age. For other families, their children may be ready later. This model is also suggested in the
‘Liturgical Bridge from 2020-2021’ document. In such a scenario the parish worshipping community could
grow in its appreciation of its role in the ministry of Christian Initiation, and the liturgy might resound more
fully with the sound of the voice of faith.
We are reflecting on the Church’s core business. This is the reason it exists. To say our core business is not
‘working’ and to keep repeating the ‘not working’ model is beyond both logic and the imperative of faith.
What are you thinking? As a member of the faithful who shares responsibility for the ministry of Christian
Initiation, how might you respond to the call to act courageously in this space? As a start, I recommend to
your reflection the two resource documents referenced at the beginning of this article. Then perhaps …
step up and offer to help.
We shall continue to reflect on the ministry of Christian Initiation in the next Liturgy Matters article. In the
meantime, you might ponder what ‘working’ means in this context.
Acknowledgements
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fifth Sunday of Easter Year B
Sunday 02 May 2021

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
who has redeemed us
and raised us to new life.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
United with the whole Church,
we celebrate the joy of Easter
and keep this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you are the vine and we are the branches: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you make your home in us: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you call us to bear fruit that will last: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God our Father
there are many rooms in your house
for those who believe in you.
Help us to trust in your promises
and to follow Jesus with joy
for he is the way, the truth and the life.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Acts 9:26-31
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
He explained how the Lord appeared to Saul and spoke to him on his journey.

When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: they
could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, introduced
him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to him on
his journey, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul now
started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the Lord. But
after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became determined to kill
him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from there to
Tarsus.
The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in peace, building
themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of the Holy Spirit.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 21:26-28. 30-32. R. v.26
(R.) I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.
1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
The poor shall eat and shall have their fill.
They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
May their hearts live for ever and ever! (R.)
2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord,
all families of the nations worship before him.
They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. (R.)
3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him.
They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn:
‘These things the Lord has done.’ (R.)
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Second Reading
1 Jn 3:18-24
A reading from the first letter of St John
His commandments are these: that we believe and that we love one another.

My children,
our love is not to be just words or mere talk,
but something real and active;
only by this can we be certain
that we are the children of the truth
and be able to quieten our conscience in his presence,
whatever accusations it may raise against us,
because God is greater than our conscience and he knows everything.
My dear people,
if we cannot be condemned by our own conscience,
we need not be afraid in God’s presence,
and whatever we ask him,
we shall receive,
because we keep his commandments
and live the kind of life that he wants.
His commandments are these:
that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ
and that we love one another
as he told us to.
Whoever keeps his commandments
lives in God and God lives in him.
We know that he lives in us
by the Spirit that he has given us.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 10:11-18
The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep.

Jn 15:1-8
All who live in me, and I in them, bear much fruit.

Jesus said to his disciples:
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‘I am the true vine,
and my Father is the vinedresser.
Every branch in me that bears no fruit
he cuts away,
and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes
to make it bear even more.
You are pruned already,
by means of the word that I have spoken to you.
Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.
As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself,
but must remain part of the vine,
neither can you unless you remain in me.
I am the vine,
you are the branches.
Whoever remains in me, with me in him,
bears fruit in plenty;
for cut off from me you can do nothing.
Anyone who does not remain in me
is like a branch that has been thrown away
– he withers;
these branches are collected and thrown on the fire,
and they are burnt.
If you remain in me
and my words remain in you,
you may ask what you will
and you shall get it.
It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit,
and then you will be my disciples.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Is the image of the vine an effective one for you?
Q. Within the analogy of the vineyard, where would you place yourself?
Q. Where do you find ‘fruitful connections’ with Jesus the vine?
Q. What aspects of your life need a little ‘pruning’ so that you might bear more fruit?
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Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Sisters and brothers, remaining in Christ’s love, we offer our prayers to the Lord.

Reader:

That the Holy Church will be united in Christ who is the vine drawing all Christians
together.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That nations and races at war will achieve lasting peace.

(pause)
In your glory:
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All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That missionaries will be strengthened on their journey of sharing the salvation of
Christ.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That our parish community may always pray confidently and remain in Christ’s
love.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick will receive strength in body and mind, especially those in our
community and families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will remain in Christ eternally, especially those in our
community and families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

God our Father, your Son is the vine, we the branches. Hear our prayers, help us
to remain in you and grant us the fruits of your glory as disciples of Jesus. We ask
this through Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
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thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

Through the resurrection of his Son
God has redeemed us and made us his children.
May the Lord bless us with joy
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace, glorifying the Lord by our life. Alleluia.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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