
 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land our parish encompasses, the Awabakal and Darkinjung People. who, long before us lived, 
loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who are 
our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual 
connections to  Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 THE HOLY FAMILY YEAR A SUNDAY 28 DECEMBER 2025 

PARISH PRIEST:  Fr Darryl Mackie 
Ph: 0409 611 949  
Email: darryl.mackie@mn.catholic.org.au 
ASSISTANT PRIESTS:  Fr Paul Kamau,   
Fr Peter Naju, Fr John Purnell 
PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:    
 Uta France, John France, Mal Melvey,                  
Pam Melvey,  Kerry Lendon, Rod Hay.  

PARISH  ADMINISTRATION:    
Rosanna Suckling, Maryanne Barry,                           
Vimal Valiyaveetil, Bridget Voigt.  
OUR CHURCHES: 
St John Vianney Church                                             
60 Yambo Street Morisset 
St Patrick & St Brigid Church                                                 
6 Martinsville Road Cooranbong 

PARISH OFFICE:  
60 Yambo Street, Morisset 2264, PO Box 87,  
Ph: 02 4973 6859  
For Urgent Anointing of the Sick                              
Ph: 0493 969 362 

Email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au  
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday 
to Friday (except  public holidays. Appoint-
ments recommended).  
Website::  www.vianneymorisset.org                      
Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/
stjvparish   
Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/
stjvparish_morisset/ 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to 
the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a                
family member please email the parish office 
or complete a prayer card for each person and 
place in the mail box near the parish office 
door.  

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Saturday  27th December 5pm 
    Mass—Cooranbong 
Sunday   28th December 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Tuesday  30th December 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Thursday   1st January 9.30am 
    Mass Morisset 
Saturday  3rd January 5pm 
    Mass—Cooranbong 
Sunday   4th January  9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Tuesday  6th January  9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 

Dear Parish Family,  

May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, and the fullness of his message live 
within you! 

Just a few days before Christmas my family welcomed its newest member.  
Houston Robert is my grandnephew. I am now a gruncle (grand uncle) for the third 
time. I have to say at Christmas it was nice to hear the cries of a newborn child. 
Having celebrated Christmas only a few days ago, it was good to see so many 
families gathering for our Masses, and especially those with their children, small 
and grownup. The feast of the Holy Family is celebrated this weekend to remind us 
that this truly is a season for families. A time to get together, to celebrate our 
human story now made holy in the Christ child.   
 
Our readings give us insight into the scriptural understanding of family with the 
Gospel offering an insight on the early life of the Holy Family. God’s son entering 
the human story as a helpless child, cared for by a loving family. Joseph and Mary 
are protectors of their child and become refugees having to escape the 
persecution of King Herod when he orders the death of children. Just like Joseph of 
the Old Testament who went to Egypt to be saved, so do Mary and Joseph flee their 
homeland to protection. Like some people who leave their homelands for a better 
life. Then after Herod’s death they return to the safety of Nazareth. Joseph and 
Mary perhaps highlight to us the role of parenthood: trust in God’s guidance as 
they care for their child and I’m sure the later lessons learning of compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, patients, forgiveness, respect and service. 
 
It's fair to say that families come in all shapes and sizes these days. When I was 
growing up most families consisted of mum and dad and 2.5 children. Well, that 
was the census average. Sometimes we grow up in families we are born into; and 
sometimes there are families we chose from close friends who support, love and 
help us to belong. Family is a place where we should find love, forgiveness, 
respect and mutuality. A number of years ago a food company did a survey of 
children – they asked the question – what’s the favourite thing about being part of 
a family? Surprisingly the result was sitting around the table eating dinner where 
we could tell stories about our day and hear from and about each other. As we 
approach the beginning of the New Year, I hope in these days of Christmas you 
have or had an opportunity to sit around the table and share your stories.  And it’s 
never too late to reach out to someone who was missing at the table. 
 
Speaking of New Years, as of January 1, 2026, Bishop Michael has promulgated 
that the Parishes of Boolaroo, Booragul, Morisset and Toronto will be known as the 
Lakeside Pastoral Region. Why the term Lakeside? Just like Jesus we minister by 
the lake in the ministries of healing, teaching and preaching the good news. What 
does this mean? Firstly, the canonical status of the parishes does not change. 
Parishes will continue with their own autonomy, finances etc. What it will allow 
for, is to assist the four parishes in working more closely together like a regional 
Finance and Pastoral Council and sharing some teams like baptism, sacramental, 
bereavement teams so we can all help each other. Bishop Michael’s final words -“I 
wish you and your parishioners well in your mutual cooperation into the future.” 
 
Merry Christmas and a blessed New Year of 2026! 
 
Fr Darryl PP 
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WELCOME 
Welcome to all the visitors to our Parish of St john Vianney 
during the summer holiday season. 
The Parish of St John Vianney Morisset, was officially formed 
in 1947, however our Mass center of St Patrick and St Brigid at 
Cooranbong, dates to the 1860’s. The present Cooranbong 
Church celebrated its centenary in August 2006, and 150 
years of Catholic presence in the area was celebrated in 2011. 
It is documented that Saint Mary McKillop visited Cooranbong 
where she had a convent school. Up until 1966 St John 
Vianney Parish was part of the Diocese of Sydney, but now it is 
part of the Diocese of Maitland / Newcastle, with Bishop 
Michael Kennedy as Bishop. 
The 9.30am Mass at Morisset is recorded each Sunday and 
uploaded to the Parish Website and Facebook later in the day. 
This allows people in nursing facilities and those away from 
the parish for whatever reason, to keep ‘in touch’ with the 
parish. 
The parish has Eftpos Machines. ‘Tap & go. 
 Anyone who is familiar with Eftpos terminals should have no 
trouble with the machines.  
 
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS 2026. 
The Saturday Vigil Mass will be held each Saturday evening 
5pm at Cooranbong commencing Saturday 3rd January 2026. 
 
CHRISTMAS THANK YOU 
Thanks to everyone who helped in any way, with all the events 
over the Advent / Christmas period. A special thank you to 
everyone who helped in any way to make the Christmas Eve 
Mass at the Morisset Showground possible.   
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED-CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR 
The Parish Office will be closed during the Christmas/New 
Year period. It will close 2pm Christmas Eve Wednesday 24th 
December 2025 and will reopen 9am Monday 5th January 2026 
  
LAKESIDE PASTORAL REGION 
During 2025, the Parishes of Boolaroo, Booragul, Morisset and 
Toronto held Parish Assembly’s. 
At each Assembly the communities discussed ways of 
assisting Fr Darryl PP, and the assistant priests to cover the 
large pastoral area. 
Concerns were raised around the duplication of meetings 
(baptism, sacramental program etc) that require the 
attendance of clergy.  
Moving towards a regional model was discussed and the 
communities voted towards a regional focussed parish 
pastoral council and finance committee. 
Interestingly, the issues raised at the assemblies were almost 
identical for each community. At the assemblies it was 
discussed how the parishes should be known when they are 
working together, and the name Lakeside was termed. It is a 
term frequently used around the west side of Lake Macquarie. 
 Why the term Lakeside? 
It was seen to have good biblical reference to where Jesus 
called his disciples; where he taught and where he healed, to 
which the communities felt symbolized our ministry by the 
lake. 
Last week Fr Darryl received approval and  permission from 
Bishop Michael Kennedy for the parishes of Boolaroo, 
Booragul, Morisset and Toronto to be known as Lakeside 
Pastoral Region effective 01 January 2026.  
 
 

STARTING OVER—2026 
The New Year is an entirely arbitrary device.   Our Church 
year, after all begins with Advent. But the Calendar Year 
begins in January. 
Arbitrary or not though, 2026 offers us that chance to start 
anew, start over. 
We can never undo the 2025 experiences, but we can start 
over. We can set the year behind us. We can get ideas clear 
and build our lives properly, the way we believe they should 
be. 
That’s why we make New Year’s resolutions, isn’t it? 
 
THURSDAY  JAN 1-:FEAST OF MARY MOTHER OF 
GOD & WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
Pope Paul V1 declared New Year’s Day, the World Day of 
Peace in 1968. 
It is appropriate because on this day we also honour Mary, 
who brought the Prince of Peace into the world. 
Mary knew what it was like to experience fear and uncertainty 
in the face of the unknown. 
Pope Francis called on the Church to live up to her mission: 
to go forth, to go out of herself, as Mary did.  
He reminded all of us, that the task of every Christian is to be 
missionary, especially to the margins, and the peripheries of 
our societies. 
Let us learn something from Mary on Thursday, embrace what 
she represents, and resolve to make every day count. 
May Mary, given to us by Christ as our mother, be our 
companion on our journey of faith.  
To help us celebrate this Feast Day, Fr John Purnell, will 
celebrate Mass at Morisset on Thursday 1st January, -
9.30am. 



TOWARDS 2026 
It is planned that: 
*The Saturday Vigil Mass be held each Saturday evening 5pm 
at Cooranbong. Mass at Cooranbong Saturday 27th December 
and then every Saturday from 3rd January 2026.  
*Sunday Mass once a month at Wyee, in the Wyee                           
Community Hall. 
*Regional Parish Pastoral Council and Regional Parish                    
Finance Council to commence their meetings in February. 
*Preparation for Baptism 2026, to alternate between Morisset 
and Boolaroo. 
*Recommence Children’s Liturgy at Morisset 2026. Thank 
You to the people who have volunteered for this Ministry. 
 
WITH A LIGHT HEART 
A case for getting the ‘right’ message. 
An old-fashioned elderly lady was planning a week’s vacation 
in Queensland at a particular campground. Uppermost in her 
mind were the toilet facilities, but she couldn't bring herself to 
write "toilet” in a letter. After considerable deliberation, she 
settled on the term "water closet." But when the lady wrote 
that down, she thought it still sounded too forward. So, in her 
letter she wrote, “Does the campground have its own 
‘W.C.’?" 
The campground owner was baffled. He showed the letter to 
several of the campers who couldn't decipher it either. Final-
ly, the owner figured she was referring to a Wayside Chapel. 
He sat down and wrote back to her the following letter: 
“Dear Madam: 
“I regret very much the delay in answering your letter, but I 
now take the pleasure in informing you that the 'W.C.' is lo-
cated nine miles north of the campgrounds and can seat 250 
people at one time. I admit it is quite a distance away, if you 
are in the habit of going regularly, but, no doubt, you will be 
pleased to know that a great number of people take their 
lunches along and make a day of it. They usually arrive early 
and stay late. The last time my wife and I went was six years 
ago. It was so crowded we had to stand up the whole time we 
were there. It may interest you to know that right now there is 
a supper planned to raise money to buy more seats. They're 
going to hold it in the basement of the 'W.C.! I would like to 
say it pains me very much not to be able to go more regularly. 
It is no lack of desire on my part. As we grow older, it seems to 
be more effort--particularly in cold weather. If you decide to 
come to our campground, perhaps I could go with you the 
first time. I'd sit with you and introduce you to all the other 
folks. Remember, this is a friendly community!” 
 

SUPPORT SERVICES TO HELP YOU OVER  
THE HOLIDAY SEASON 
If you need support during the holiday season, you can turn to 
one of the support services detailed below. 
Whilst the holiday season is often a time for rest and enjoy-
ment, it can also present challenges for families as routines 
change. Maintaining awareness of our wellbeing and mental 
health during this period is essential. 
To help families during the Christmas season and beyond, 
you can access a comprehensive list of mental health sup-
port services for children, young people, and families. 
We have detailed these national support services below, for 
your convenience. 
 
Diocesan Support Service 
The Rosewood Centre 
Face-to-face and telehealth fee for service 
Contact: 1800 613 155 Website: rosewoodcentre.com.au 
The Rosewood Centre will be closed from 25 December 2025 
to 5 January 2026. If you need urgent support during this time, 
please contact one of the national support services listed 
below. 
headspace 
Online support and counselling to young people aged 12 to 
25. 
Contact: 1800 650 890 Website: headspace.org.au/
eheadspace 
Lifeline 
24/7 crisis support and suicide prevention services. 
Contact: 13 11 14 or text 0477 13 11 14  
Website: lifeline.org.au 
Parent Line 
Telephone counselling and support for parents and carers 
with children aged 0 to 18 who live in NSW. 
Contact:1300 130 052 Website: parentline.org.au 
1800 RESPECT 
24/7 support for people impacted by sexual assault, domes-
tic violence and abuse. 
Contact: 1800 737 732 1800 Website: 1800respect.org.au 
Beyond Blue 
24/7 telephone support service and online chat. 
Contact: 1300 224 636 Website: beyondblue.org.au 
13Yarn 
24/7 crisis support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples. 
Contact: 13 92 76 13 Website: 13yarn.org.au 
Suicide Callback Service 
24/7 crisis support and suicide prevention services via tele-
phone and online chat. 
Contact: 1300 659 467  
Website: suicidecallbackservice.org.au 
Qlife 
LGBTIQ+ peer support and referral, 3pm-midnight every day. 
Contact: 1800 184 527 Website: qlife.org.au 
 
CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning offers several 
programs to people who may need ongoing support through-
out the year. Find more information at:. https://
www.catholiccare.org.au/ 
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The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding                               
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults.  
Our Parish supports The Diocese in its zero-tolerance approach 
to abuse. Every one of us must each day commit ourselves            
individually and collectively to safeguard each child and every 
vulnerable person to whom we interact with.   
Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. 
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable person please 
contact the Office of Safeguarding Phone: 02 4979 1390 Email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au, 
or visit their website for further information: 
 www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au  
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1st Collection 
If you would like  to make contributions to support the priest’s 
monthly stipend, private health insurance and superannuation         
contribution.  Please do so  at Mass in the First Plate or electroni-
cally using the Online Payments button on the Parish Website 
Home page, or by Electronic Funds Transfer Bank Account Name: 
Morisset Parish Presbytery  BSB: 066739  No: 100004062                         
Ref: SURNAME. 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2nd Collection 
If you would like to make contributions to support our parish      
operating costs. Please do so at Mass via the Second Plate, the Tap 
n Go machines or by Parish Electronic Funds Transfer the details 
are: Account Name: Morisset Parish Church  BSB:066739 Account 
Number: 100004064 please use one of the following Payment             
References  PG# + SURNAME or SURNAME you can also use the 
Online Payments or Planned Giving button on the Parish Website 
Home page.  Receipts can only be provided to those who are                    
registered for planned giving. 
If you would like to contribute via Direct Debit for either or 
both collections contact the Parish Office. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND 
SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT JOHN (F) - 27TH DEC 
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH (F) - 28TH DEC 
SAINT THOMAS BECKET (OM) - 29TH DEC 
SAINT SYLVESTER I (OM) - 31ST DEC 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (S) - 1ST JAN 
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN (M) - 2ND 
JAN 
THE MOST HOLY NAME OF JESUS (OM) - 3RD JAN 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD—4TH JAN 

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at 
home, especially those living with a life threatening 
disease: 
Jackie Purnell, Miriam English, Jennene Mallett,  June Gillett,                      
Bill Fenton, Jayden Sanders, Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney,                           
Maureen Luxford, Steve McKay,  Jackie Purnell, Nancy Overton, 
Ross Dickson, Mary Monaghan, Clare Wallington,                               
Donna Hazzard, Pam Mullaly,  Tintumol Thomas, Peter Martyn, 
Bruce Gillett. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK  

COORANBONG 
MORISSET 

5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTER 

5PM 
9.30AM 

H White 
H White 

H White 
U France 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

P Robertson 
J France 

M Foo 
R Hay 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Parkin 
L Hutchinson 

P Melvey 
J France 

GIFTS 5PM  
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
D Bijoy 

P Robertson 
A Dussin 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

R & C Lawandos 
L Hutchinson 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France  
E Lawandos 

M Fitzgerald 
D Peterson 

WELCOMERS  5PM 
9.30AM 

H White 
A Walker 

Cameron Family 
H White 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

M Shamley 
XXXX 

TBA 
K Lendon 

COUNTING  J Hutchins 
D Peterson 
T Alexander 

J Foo 
K Whalen 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal                   
relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is 
not in a position to  endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese 
cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year A 
Sunday 28 Dec 2025 
The Introductory Rites 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 
A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ,  
the Word made flesh who is proclaimed among the nations. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
rejoicing at the birth of the Saviour. 
Opening Rite 
LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 
Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you were sent by the Father to bring peace and 
forgiveness: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you have shown us the way of love: Christ, have 

mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you have called us as God’s chosen people, his 

saints: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
Amen. 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
God, our Father, 
in your wisdom and kindness  
you watched over your Son, Jesus,  
and the Holy Family. 
Fill us with gentleness and patience 
so that we may follow their example of love and faith. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading 
Sirach 3:2-6. 12-14 
A reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus 
Whoever fears the Lord honours his parents. 
The Lord honours the father in his children, 
and upholds the rights of a mother over her sons. 
Whoever respects his father is atoning for his sins, 
he who honours his mother is like someone amassing a fortune. 
Whoever respects his father will be happy with children of his 

own, 
he shall be heard on the day when he prays. 
Long life comes to him who honours his father, 
he who sets his mother at ease is showing obedience to the Lord. 
My son, support your father in his old age, 
do not grieve him during his life. 
Even if his mind should fail, show him sympathy, 
do not despise him in your health and strength; 
for kindness to a father shall not be forgotten 
but will serve as reparation for your sins. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 127:1-5. R. see v.1 
(R.) Happy are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Your wife like a fruitful vine  
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. (R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed  
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
all the days of your life! (R.) 

Second Reading 
Colossians 3:12-21 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 
Concerning the Christian life in the world. 
You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you and you 
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; forgive 
each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has forgiven 
you; now you must do the same. Over all these clothes, to keep 
them together and complete them, put on love. And may the 
peace of Christ reign in your hearts, because it is for this that you 
were called together as parts of one body. Always be thankful. 
Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home with 
you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. 
With gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and 
inspired songs to God; and never say or do anything except in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 
him. 
Wives, give way to your husbands, as you should in the Lord. 
Husbands, love your wives and treat them with gentleness. 
Children, be obedient to your parents always, because that is 
what will please the Lord. Parents, never drive your children to 
resentment or you will make them feel frustrated. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew 2:13-15. 19-23 
Take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt. 
After the wise men had left, the angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream and said, ‘Get up, take the child and 
his mother with you, and escape into Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you, because Herod intends to search for the child 
and do away with him.’ So Joseph got up and, taking the 
child and his mother with him, left that night for Egypt, 
where he stayed until Herod was dead. This was to fulfil 
what the Lord had spoken through the prophet: 

I called my son out of Egypt. 
After Herod’s death, the angel of the Lord appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child 
and his mother with you and go back to the land of Israel, for 
those who wanted to kill the child are dead.’ So Joseph got 
up and, taking the child and his mother with him, went back 
to the land of Israel. But when he learnt that Archelaus had 
succeeded his father Herod as ruler of Judaea he was afraid 
to go there, and being warned in a dream he left for the 
region of Galilee. There he settled in a town called Nazareth. 
In this way the words spoken through the prophets were to 
be fulfilled: 

He will be called a Nazarene. 
 Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Faithful 
 Leader: Dear friends, through the Holy Family of Nazareth, 

let us bring our prayers before the Lord.  
Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Leo may be filled with 

grace and holiness as he exercises care over the 
entire Christian family.  In your kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That government leaders will recognise the sanctity of 
families and serve them with peace, justice and 
harmony.  In your kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those from broken families will find a reconciling 

and forgiving home with God’s people. In your kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That as a family of the Church, our community will 

bestow grace and peace to all of God’s children. In your 
kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all the sick will be filled with the consolation of 

God’s abundant love, especially our loved ones. In your 
kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That everyone who has died will be gathered into eternal 

life in God’s heavenly home, especially our loved ones. 
In your kindness: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving Father, you have created the human family as an 

image of your love for us.  Hear our prayers and give us 
the grace to love one another as we follow in the ways of 
your Son.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us and protect us now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: Amen. 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace.. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
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