FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C SUNDAY 15TH MAY 2022
In the Gospel today Jesus gives his apostles a new commandment– to love one another as he had loved them.
Today we understand more than ever the complexity of human nature, and the mixed motives behind everything
that we do, including the five kinds of love, the last being Christian love.
As the church grew, its saints and scholars contributed greatly to moral and ethical thought, law and social
development. But its real contribution and the foundation of the church has always been
the example of love.
As Pope Francis has said, new members don’t come by being proselytized but by
attraction. The Gospel is always centred in love. When love becomes visible between
people in a community, it reveals the underlying glory of God’s presence.
Love is the central teaching of Jesus. If we can get that part right, the rest will follow.

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who,
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures.

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
Tuesday
Sunday

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE
WE ENCOURAGE

John France

Sat & Sun

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon,
and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR:
SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:
Parish Secretary:

Tuesday

15th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
17th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
22nd May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
24th May 9.30am
Mass— Morisset

Fr Geoff Mulhearn
Fr John Purnell
Mrs Rosanna Suckling

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays)
(Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office)
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

MASK WEARING
PHYSICAL DISTANCING
HAND SANITISING,
STAY HOME IF SICK

We are able to safely seat 100 people at
Morisset We still have a pre-book option
available for our services but it is not
compulsory (You need to do this each week).
Please arrive 15mins early if you book and
notify us of any cancellation. When the seating
capacity of the Church is reached the overflow
will be accommodated in the Callinan Centre
for live streaming. To pre-book use the Book
for Services button on the Parish Website, or
the Eventbrite App or Eventbrite Website
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or call
the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm .

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

15 MAY -2022- FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER-REFLECTION.
The Gospel today gives us an account of Jesus’ farewell
conversation with his disciples. Jesus strongly encouraged his
disciples to live by the example he had shown them. “I give
you a new commandment: Love one another as I have loved
you.”
We are told that the early Church was poor, marginalised by
the dominant society and persecuted by those in power. The
early Church would have been irrelevant if it had not had the
courage to take the vision of Jesus beyond its cultural and
historical settings. Yet, the Church was a powerhouse of
prayer, love, and solidarity. It showed to the world what it was
like to live with concern, compassion, and communion.
Each generation of Christians/Catholics needs to read the
signs of the times and discern how to apply the teachings and
examples of Christ and make them relevant in their situation.
Today we live in an environment, where kindness, love or
renewal are often mocked as soft or unrealistic, and it can be
discouraging.
The way of being Church has evolved over the centuries.
Today in the 21st Century, the Church again has entered a new
era. Our faith today is being put to the test. This requires of us
to have the courage to let go of the familiar and have, the
courage to launch into the deep. The Church cannot be a
prophetic voice in society if we fail to support the equality of
all people. What the Church needs is an inner conversion. The
Scripture readings this Sunday should motivate us to build a
Church that Jesus meant it to be. As Fr Gerald Arbuckle SM, a
prominent theologian and scholar says, what the Church
needs is refounding, as opposed to renewal. The Church will
not be relevant by simply repeating what was done in the past.
It must have the courage to do new things. Staleness of
attitude is a denial of faith. God’s world is ever new, and God’s
word is ever refreshing.
Recently I was privileged to attend a Parish Leaders and
Principals
Day.
The
keynote
speaker
was Fr Jamie Calder SJ Ph.D., D. Theol. and a Professor at the
ACU. Fr Jamie spoke at some length about the reason for the
Church. The Church does not have a mission, but rather the
mission has a Church. Imagine what the Church would be like
if it understood this and took it seriously. The command to
love that we hear in the Gospel, was not new as it was the
teaching of Judaism, but it was the way Jesus lived it out.
Today there is a great need for a more radical Church.
Somehow over time, a community of respectability has been
created, where those people who flocked to Jesus when he
was on earth, no longer feel welcome. Today, that same vision
of acceptance, compassion, and solidarity aspired to by Jesus,
must guide us.
The next session of the Plenary Council should be a great
opportunity for the Australian Catholic Bishops to rise to the
occasion to create the synodal Church that Pope Francis has
envisaged. We await in hope and anticipation for a positive
outcome.
John France

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING COURSE 2
This mandatory training will take place in the Callinan Centre
on Thursday, 9th JUNE 2022.
It will commence at 10.00am and is expected to take 3.5 to 4
hours with a break for lunch.
If you volunteer now or intend to in the future in any of the
following positions this applies to you.
*Coordinators for ministries. *Funeral Ministry .*Pastoral
Team Members. *Sacramental Team Members
*Extraordinary Ministers of Communion in hospital, aged care
and persons homes.
*Hospitality- Covid Marshal and hospitality servers. (Not
ushers). *Counters.
*Gardeners, groundkeepers and mowers.
Any other volunteers are welcome to attend.
More details will follow in time.
With thanks Juliet

CONFERENCE TO BE LED WITH 'A GREAT PASTORAL HEART'
Maitland-Newcastle Diocesan Administrator, Fr Greg Barker,
has welcomed news that the Australian Catholic Bishops
Conference elected Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB as
president of the Conference and re-elected Archbishop
Anthony Fisher OP vice-president.
LIZZIE SNEDDEN PUBLISHED MAY 10, 2022
The president and vice-president’s two-year terms will
commence on 13 July, after the Second General Assembly of
the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia.
Archbishop Costelloe was appointed an Auxiliary Bishop of
Melbourne in 2007 and Archbishop of Perth in 2012.
He is the first president of the Bishops Conference from
Western Australia and, as a priest of the Salesians of Don
Bosco, the first member of a religious order to be elected
president.
Fr Greg said he first got to know Archbishop Costello in 1993
when writing his synthesis for ordination.
“Archbishop Costello was my supervisor at the time and
member of the Deacons’ formation program.”
“I have every faith that in his new role as president of the
ACBC he will lead the conference with great a great pastoral
heart,” Fr Greg said.
Archbishop Costelloe will replace Archbishop Mark
Coleridge, who served as president for four years. Archbishop
Coleridge was ineligible to run for a third term because he will
turn 75 in September 2023.
Fr Greg paid tribute to Archbishop Coleridge, saying he “has
been an inspirational leader.”
Archbishop Fisher, the Archbishop of Sydney, has served as
vice-president of the Conference for the past four years.
“Archbishop Fisher has served our Church well in his role as
vice president and I think that together Archbishop Costello,
they will continue this great work,” Fr Greg said.

FAITH MATTERS: The Teaching of Kindness is on her Tongue
Before our eldest child was born, I read voraciously about
how to be a good mother – I was determined to do the best
job I could!
MANDY GREAVES PUBLISHED MAY 10, 2022
I still remember pouring over a popular book (please
remember this is pre-internet times I’m talking about) which
was titled Complete Baby and Child Care by renowned
parenting expert Doctor Miriam Stoppard. While the book
was an invaluable help to a floundering new mother, when I
really started thinking about what had influenced me most as
a mother, I came to the conclusion it was probably my late
Granny, Mrs Edith Jean Bazzo. Gran was fondly known to her
29 grandchildren and her 48 great grand-children as Granny
Jean, and her simple parenting style based on no nonsense
tough-love, humour and endless proverbs (she had one for
every life situation) has had a lasting influence on me.
The Gran I grew up with was a widowed mum to 12 children,
her beloved husband Jim having passed away when their
youngest was only 10 and I was just 18 months old. She never
had a driver’s licence. She worked at a local pub, The Prince of
Wales, as a cook and smoked Rothman’s cigarettes
(recommended to her by her doctor to “calm the
nerves”). She was the matriarch of the family; her word was
law. She loved every one of her kids, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren with every ounce of her being and they loved
her right back. Gran was a terrific cook, preparing hordes of
food to feed her ever expanding family. Gran always insisted
the table be set, with a tablecloth of course, and I have vivid
memories of the whole extended family coming together for
birthdays, Christmas, and Easter, all of us crammed into her
enclosed verandah with kids on the benches, adults on the
chairs. One of her favourite sayings still echoes in me today,
“If God made anything more beautiful than food, he kept it for
himself.” Gran’s food would be considered simple, even plain
by today’s standards – but she grew up in a time when food
was precious – it was a gift and I think this is possibly why I still
prefer to sit at the table each evening for dinner and give
thanks.
Gran, not by want but by necessity, was a realist and a
worker. When I was young, she seemed to have little time for
“What ifs”, though she did always have time for a cuppa and a
chat with anyone who popped in. If any one of us grandkids
was foolish enough to enviously wish for something frivolous –
perhaps a better bicycle when the old one was perfectly fine,
those expensive new jeans a friend had or in my case to be
taller, she’d respond with her favourite proverb, “If wishes
were horse’s beggars would ride.” Similarly, if we ever rushed
a task she’d asked us to do and not completed it properly, to
her exacting standard (who ever knew there was a correct way
to hang a shirt on the clothes-line?) she’d make us redo it,
always adding knowingly, “A stitch in time saves nine.” Gran

never explained the meaning of her proverbs and I can’t recall
her ever lecturing about how hard her life was, or how easy
we had it. Life was what it was, and she just got on with what
she was doing and would leave us to try and work out the
proverbs meaning for ourselves, and I suppose take from it
any pearl of wisdom we could.
Gran’s habit has rubbed off on me – not the Rothmans – the
quoting of proverbs that is. My own children are so
accustomed to hearing me rattle them off that I often forget
others are not, getting very quizzical looks from their friends
as I mutter “You can’ make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear” or
“A watched pot never boils.” I am sure there are things I’ve
done for my children that Gran just shook her head at in
disbelief – all the while silently wishing she’d had the time and
opportunity to indulge her own children. Like the time I baked
a birthday cake for my two-year-old daughters imaginary
friend Kiara – who by the way was a little white mouse; or
taking weeks to make a horse Pinata for her Saddle
Club themed birthday party.
In the days leading up to Mother’s Day, my mind always
tunes in to these vivid memories I have of Gran. I often feel
that I know and appreciate her so much better now, because
the older I get, the more my own life experiences colour my
understanding of what motivated her. I remember being
amazed when well into her 70’s she converted to
Catholicism. Having already raised her twelve children as
Catholics and sent them to Catholic schools – I’d assumed she
was one! I was equally shocked when she decided to sell the
family home not too long after her confirmed bachelor son,
who had always lived at home, married in his late 30’s. She
wanted to move into something more manageable and give
herself the finances to finally do some things she’d always
wanted to do. I was more worried about where we would all
gather now!
One of my favourite proverbs, often used by of both my
mother and grandmother, and which I have passed on to my
own children is, “You catch more flies with honey than
vinegar.” This simple saying is a powerful reminder that the
choice to follow the path of kindness leads to better outcomes
for all. It is an echo from the Book of Proverbs which also
reminds us of the power of kindness, “She opens her mouth
with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her
tongue.” (31:26).
Every year when we come together as a family and as a
nation to celebrate Motherhood, I am always acutely aware of
my place of privilege in the world and I can’t help but think of
mothers in war zones like Ukraine, mother’s raising children in
refugee camps in Syria, those mothers on the march in
Myanmar, mother’s eking out an existence on eleven story
high rubbish dumps in India or our poverty sickened First
Nations mothers in Central Australia. All these mothers look
to us and our children in the hope of a better future, a better
future for their children and their children’s children. As Gran
might have so gently suggested, “Action speak louder than
words” Mandy.
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across
the Diocese from your own home. God speaks to us through
the words of the Gospel and then through artist's images of
the Gospel message. Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom
link:
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
Password:
pray
For
more
information
contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR ROSTERED MINISTRIES
With the commencement of our new Sacramental Process
and the re-opening of our Cooranbong Church for services, in
July 2022.
We are calling all current rostered ministry volunteers, as
well those who would like to recommence rostered ministries
or anyone who like to start their call to serve in rostered
ministries to complete a new online sign-up form.
On the sign up form you will be able to let us know which
ministries you would like to do, and what services you would
like to be rostered for, hence it is important that everyone
who would to be a volunteer for our rostered ministries
complete a sign up form, even if you are on the current roster
as we will be starting July a fresh.
To complete the online Rostered Ministries Sign-Up form just
click on the button on the Parish Website Homepage or the
link at the bottom of our news item in the Mass App or use
this QR Code below.
If you are new to volunteering in our parish you will also
need to complete the Diocese's online Volunteer Registration
at: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/people/volunteer/
Our weekend services will change in July 2022 to the
following:
• A Family Mass / Liturgy will be held at 5pm on Saturday
evenings in our Morisset Church and will coincide with
the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month. (i.e. if Sunday is
the 1st day of the month the Family Mass will be held
on the last day of the previous month)
• Mass / Liturgy at Cooranbong will be at 5pm on
Saturday evenings in our Cooranbong Church and will
coincide with the 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays of the
Month.
• Sunday Mass / Liturgy will be held at 9.30am on Sunday
mornings in our Morisset Church.

CARITAS AUTUMN NEWSLETTER
The Caritas Autumn newsletter is now available online at
www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine.
Check out their latest news and stories from overseas and in
Australia.

LAUDATO SI’ WEEK (16-24 MAY)
Is a celebration of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’ and a
call to action for Catholics around the world to care for our
common home. You can participate through prayer, action and
reflection with the new resources for parishes, schools, organisations and individuals created by the ACBC Office for Justice,
Ecology and Peace. Go to www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au
"AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY YEAR “
The “Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) Family Year” is an
initiative of Pope Francis, which aims to reach every family
around the world through several spiritual, pastoral and
cultural proposals that can be implemented within parishes,
dioceses, universities, ecclesial movements and family
associations.
Over the course of ten monthly episodes, hear the Holy
Father talk about each of the chapters of the Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, along with the testimonies of
different families who will share some aspects of their daily
lives.
This initiative is a joint collaboration between the Dicastery
for the Laity, Family and Life and Vatican News, and aims to
facilitate the reading of the Apostolic Exhortation, with the aid
of downloadable material prepared for personal and
community reflection.
To access this resource:
www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/amorislaetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amoris-laetitia.html

CATHOLIC EARTHCARE - LAUDATO SI' WEEK - 16 - 24 MAY
As this celebration approaches, Caritas is encouraging you to
take a look at the Catholic Earthcare process for parishes via
the green button at https://catholicearthcare.org.au. Catholic
Earthcare has made it easy for parishes to take up the
Bishops’ invitation to journey towards these 7 goals and to
becoming living Laudato Si’ communities. They invite you to
join the growing number of Earthcare parishes across the
nation who’ve begun this journey.
As part of Catholic Earthcare’s celebration of Laudato Si’
Week, they are hosting an online screening of the newly
released 'Regenerating Australia' short film - a fictitious news
segment set on New Year’s Eve 2029, examining the decade
that 'could be'. The film challenges us to consider how we
respond to the Cry of the Earth. The event will be joined by
Bishop Ken Howell and a range of guest speakers to share in
this celebration. After the film, there will be a panel
discussion and question time regarding how we can take the
teachings of the film and respond as Catholics here in
Australia.
You are welcome to join by yourself, or register a parish
group for the viewing. [Please note if registering for a group,
only 1 person need register via Trybooking]. The video will be
streamed via zoom so you can watch together on a large
screen at a suitable venue like a parish hall.
The online event will be held on Tuesday 17th May from
6pm - 8pm AEST, 4pm - 6pm AWST. Bookings at: https://
www.trybooking.com/BZADT
CHRISTIAN FORMATION COURSE
Are you wanting to know more about Christianity and
develop a deeper understanding of the Catholic Church?
The Christian Formation Course is a learning experience that
allows participants to explore the foundational elements of
the Catholic Faith Tradition in community. This course
introduces participants to scripture, theology, church history,
sacramental life and liturgy.
The Course runs across twelve (12) months and comprises
eight (8) units
All who complete the Course are awarded a diocesan
Certificate in Christian Formation
By engaging in the course, it is hoped participants will:
• become more confident in understanding the Catholic
faith, grow in their capacity to reflect on their life’s
journey
• realise that Christian faith is nurtured in community
• be affirmed in their gifts for participating in the life of
the faith community
• grow in awareness of what it means to be a responsive
member of the faith community.
The course will commence in July 2022. For more
information go to: www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course
NEW SACRAMENTAL PROCESS MEETING
A well-attended meeting was held on Wednesday evening
the 4th May 2022 in the Callinan Centre to present to
interested parents, the New Sacramental Process that will
commence in the Parish in July. The process is for children to
receive the Sacraments of Communion, Confirmation and
Reconciliation. The parents were very positive and supportive
of this new process and are eager for it to commence.

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY
4TH MAY 2022 HAD MANY THINGS TO DISCUSS, SOME OF
WHICH WERE:
As the world and the Parish returns to the ‘new normal’ post
Covid-19, discussion was held around reintroducing a Saturday
evening Vigil Mass. The proposal is that the Vigil would
commence in July at 5pm. The schedule would be that on the
1st and the 3rd Saturday of the Month, the Vigil would be held
at Morisset and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday held at
Cooranbong. It is proposed that the Vigil Mass at Morisset on
the 1st and 3rd Saturday would be a ‘Family Mass’. The
commencement of the Family Mass will also coincide with the
reintroduction of the new Sacramental Process, which will be
launched in July. Our Sacramental Priest Fr John Purnell is
very supportive and indeed very enthusiastic about the
reintroduction of the Vigil and new Sacramental Process. A
‘sign up’ sheet seeking support from parishioners, to assist
with the various ministries as well as cleaning etc will be
available shortly.
A request was received from the Hunter Community Alliance
to conduct a meeting of their executive in our Callinan Centre
in the coming months. The meeting is to discuss to discuss the
pending closure of Eraring Power Station, and the impact this
will have on the community. The Hunter Community Alliance
(HCA) is a broad-based collaboration of community, union,
advocacy, environmental, education, ethnic and cultural
groups, and religious organisations. Its purpose is to
strengthen organisations, and the connectivity between them
as they strive for the ‘common good’. The Diocese of Maitland
Newcastle is a member of the HCA. along with twelve other
groups.
The first of five Diocesan Camino Pilgrimages for 2022, will
arrive at the Cooranbong Church on Monday 30th May, at
around 3pm. There they will be greeted with some light
refreshments and receive some local history about Mary
MacKillop who had a Convent and School at Cooranbong. If
any parishioner could assist with the hospitality, it would be
greatly appreciated. The other Pilgrimage dates for 2022 are
June20th, July4th, July11th and August 8th, (Feast of Mary
MacKillop.) If you would like to help, please contact the office
@4973.6859

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION
The 1st collections in 2020-21 are 67% of the 2018-19 1st
collection, which is a 33% reduction. The first two quarters of
2021-22 show the decline continuing. We wish to thank
those who have continued to support the Clergy and are
asking for those who are not doing so to consider making
contributions to support the Clergy / 1st Collection at Mass in
the BLUE bucket or electronically using the Online Payments
button on the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App.
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support
of our Parish during these very different times. You can
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account
Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815 Account
Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and
Giver Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on
the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App.
DISCOVER THE DIOCESE’S NEW APP!
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s new app is available
now! Mass times, news and events, and parish giving will be
just a tap away.
As part of the new app, you are also able to select your
Church and receive customised alerts. To view your latest
Parish updates, simply scroll down the home page and click
on the notices that interest you for more details.
You can download the app for free from the Apple App
Store and Google Play Store. Just search for ‘Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle’ and click install on your mobile or
tablet! To learn more about the app, visit
www.mn.catholic.org.au/mass-times-app
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT JOHN I— 18TH MAY
SAINT BERNADINE OF SIENA— 20TH MAY
SAINTS CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES— 21ST MAY
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS— 24TH MAY
SAINT BEDE THE VENERABLE— 25TH MAY
SAINT GREGORY VII— 25TH MAY
SAINT MARY MAGDALENE DE PAZZI— 25TH MAY
SAINT PHILIP NERI— 26TH MAY
SAINT AUGUSTINE OF CANTERBURY— 27TH MAY
THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD— 29TH MAY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,
Patricia Jones.
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fifth Sunday of Easter Year C
Sunday 15 May 2022
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
who has redeemed us
and raised us to new life.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
United with the whole Church,
we celebrate the joy of Easter
and keep this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.

Leader:

Lord Jesus, you are the splendour of the Father: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you give us new life: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you have shown us how to love: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

All: Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God our Father
there are many rooms in your house
for those who believe in you.
Help us to trust in your promises
and to follow Jesus with joy
for he is the way, the truth and the life.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Acts 14:21-27
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
They assembled the church and gave an account of all that God had done with them.

Paul and Barnabas went back through Lystra and Iconium to Antioch. They put fresh heart
into the disciples, encouraging them to persevere in the faith. ‘We all have to experience
many hardships’ they said ‘before we enter the kingdom of God.’ In each of these churches
they appointed elders, and with prayer and fasting they commended them to the Lord in
whom they had come to believe.
They passed through Pisidia and reached Pamphylia. Then after proclaiming the word at
Perga they went down to Attalia and from there sailed for Antioch, where they had
originally been commended to the grace of God for the work they had now completed.
On their arrival they assembled the church and gave an account of all that God had done
with them, and how he had opened the door of faith to the pagans.

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 144:8-13. R. cf. v.1
(R.) I will praise your name for ever, my king and my God.
1. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
How good is the Lord to all,
compassionate to all his creatures. (R.)
2. All your creatures shall thank you, O Lord,
and your friends shall repeat their blessing.
They shall speak of the glory of your reign
and declare your might, O God,
to make known to men your mighty deeds
and the glorious splendour of your reign. (R.)
3. Yours is an everlasting kingdom;
your rule lasts from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading
Rv 21:1-5
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse
He will wipe away all the tears from their eyes.

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; the first heaven and the first earth had
disappeared now, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the holy city, and the new
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, as beautiful as a bride all dressed for her
husband. Then I heard a loud voice call from the throne, ‘You see this city? Here God lives
among men. He will make his home among them; they shall be his people, and he will be
their God; his name is God-with-them. He will wipe away all tears from their eyes; there will
be no more death, and no more mourning or sadness. The world of the past has gone.’
Then the One sitting on the throne spoke: ‘Now I am making the whole of creation new.’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 13:31-35
I give you a new commandment: love one another.

When Judas had gone Jesus said:
‘Now has the Son of Man been glorified,
and in him God has been glorified.
If God has been glorified in him,
God will in turn glorify him in himself,
and will glorify him very soon.
My little children,
I shall not be with you much longer.
I give you a new commandment:
love one another;
just as I have loved you,
you also must love one another.
By this love you have for one another,
everyone will know that you are my disciples.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
Q. What is the glorification to which Jesus refers?
Q. Why was it at this particular time that Jesus chose to give his disciples the new
commandment?
Q. In what ways does ‘love’ get misused today?
Q. How does the command to love as Jesus loved challenge you?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader:

Brothers and sisters, with Christ our glorified Saviour, let us turn to God with
our prayers.
Reader:
That through God’s commandments, the Holy Church will lead all humanity to
the love of Christ Jesus.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That war and conflict will cease and all nations live in peace and justice.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who feel unloved, rejected or forsaken will be touched by Christ’s
abounding kindness.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That our parish community may constantly live the love of Christ Jesus in our
daily lives.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That the sick will be comforted through God’s compassion and blessing,
especially those in our community and families.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who have died will be raised to new life with Christ, especially those
in our community and families.
(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:
God our Father, you give us one true commandment of love. Hear our prayers
and, through the hope of the Resurrection, help us to love one another as
Christ has loved us. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

Through the resurrection of his Son
God has redeemed us and made us his children.
May the Lord bless us with joy
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace. Alleluia.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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