
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader     In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:     Fr Joseph Figuardo  
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:     Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (We ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 01 OCTOBER 2023 

  There are two words we use very frequently, often several times in a day. They are very small words but 
very important ones. Sometimes an awful lot hang on them. They are the words ‘Yes’ and ‘No’.  
 
 Today’s Gospel echoes the split in a person between saying and doing. Jesus points out, that our behavior 
should align with our beliefs. His implication was that saying the right thing, following the rubrics, can become 
nothing more than a facade, leaving people to look good, but accomplish nothing for God.  
 
 Jesus called for a conversion of heart, and many sinners headed his call for this 
conversion. But many religious people stubbornly resisted this call of conversion of heart, 
and refused to change their lives.  
 
 Talk, even holy talk can be cheap. Therefore we must, constantly examine ourselves. 
Actions speak more loudly than words. Ideals don’t work, unless we do! 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Sunday  1st October 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Saturday  7th October 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Tuesday  9th October 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  14th October 5pm 
    Family Mass—Morisset 
Sunday  15th October 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Tuesday  17th October 9.30am 
    Liturgy—Morisset 
Saturday   21st October 5pm 
    Mass—Cooranbong 
Sunday  22nd October 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Tuesday  24th October 9.30am 
    Liturgy—Morisset 
Saturday  28th October 5pm 
    Mass—Cooranbong 
Sunday  29th October 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 
Tuesday  31st October 9.30am 
    Liturgy—Morisset 
Saturday  4th November 5pm 
    Family Mass—Morisset 
Sunday  5th November 9.30am 
    Mass—Morisset 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



Reflection for The Twenty—Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time Year A — 1st October 2023 
 The scene for today’s Gospel — Jesus had triumphantly 
entered Jerusalem & began quite violently “cleansing the 
Temple” ! He drove out all those who were selling or 
buying,then overturned the money-changers’ tables & the 
seats of those selling doves,— so, understandably, He was now 
in conflict with the Leaders who vigorously question his 
authority to teach. 
 He then proceeded to deliver the first of 3 Parables about 
judgement, warning them that the Lord is not fooled by words 
alone. It is only by actively doing the will of the Father that 
counts. 
 Embedded in Middle Eastern culture at that time was the 
value of HONOUR - the public acknowledgment of a person’s 
claim & on the other hand, SHAME was something that must be 
avoided. 
In the story, bearing in mind that it takes place in public, the 
first son who says “ Yes, Sir” when asked to go & work in the 
vineyard is deemed to be the one who behaves properly -a 
good son- so father & son both gain respectability by his 
response. Never mind whether the son will ever go and do the 
work & it’s probably unlikely that the neighbours would check 
the subsequent behaviour of either of the sons! 
The second son who says “ I will not” responds shamefully & 
publicly humiliates his father- so the villagers will immediately 
say that he is no good & deny the father’s claim to honour. 
But, Jesus is not concerned about the honour or shame aspects 
of the situation & immediately asks them this question “ 
 Which of the two did the father’s will ?” 
 He compares the tax collectors & prostitutes to the son 
who first said “No” but eventually did what was asked of him- 
explaining that they were the people who changed & made a 
conscious decision to heed the words of John the Baptist’s 
call for repentance. 
 By contrast, He declares that his Temple opponents are like 
the “Yes” son because they only publicly honour God BUT fail 
to do what pleases Him - they had also rejected John the 
Baptist & questioned his authority to baptise. So- this shocking 
paradox means that the unworthy “sinners” will enter the 
kingdom of God ahead of the holy leaders. Quite a statement 
indeed ! 
 The appealing words of today’s Psalm reflect our hope in 
God’s love & mercy- they could help us make whatever 
changes might be necessary in our lives. We hear this appeal in 
the 2nd Reading in which Paul is urging & encouraging us to 
consider living our faith life in a different way—so that we 
make sure we are all “united in our convictions & love with a 
common purpose & a common mind”.This change of which he 
speaks is indeed possible, in the same way it happened to the 
tax collectors & prostitutes. 
 We, however, already have something very powerful to help 
bring about a change in our spiritual lives ———Consider what 
happens during Mass at the CONSECRATION ———when the 
bread & wine are changed into the Body & Blood of Christ, we, by 
our participation, are also changed & together we become more 
fully the Body of Christ in our world. 
“Church life” doesn’t only happen within the walls of a 
building- it happens as we connect regularly with those 
around us. We, His disciples, are all invited to work alongside 
him,learning his ways & sharing his gifts.May we continue to 
be sustained by hope: bringing light into the darkness of our 
world. Let us walk with courage & dignity, broadening our 
horizons & bringing us closer to each other. May hope, the gift 
of God, open our eyes to see love around us. 
 On the recent celebration of the annual World day of 
Peace, Pope Francis said “ Our greatest & yet most fragile 
treasure is our shared humanity as sisters & brothers, children 

of God. None of us can be saved alone.” 
Mary MacKillop said in 1884– “May the spirit of unity & love 
reign among us “. Heather White 

 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME 
 Daylight Saving begins this Sunday, 1st October at 2am. 
(Clocks forward 1 Hour). The Saturday Vigil will remain at 5pm. 
1st & 3rd weekend at Morisset, 2nd & 4th Cooranbong. If there 
happens to be a 5th Saturday, the Vigil is at Cooranbong. 
 
Welcome 
 Welcome to all our visitors to our Parish of St john Vianney 
on this ‘Long Weekend,’ and those new to our Parish. St John 
Vianney Parish Morisset, was officially formed in 1947, however 
our Mass center of St Patrick and St Brigid at Cooranbong, dates 
to the 1860’s. The present Cooranbong Church celebrated its 
centenary in August 2006, and 150 years of Catholic presence in 
the area was celebrated in 2011. 
 It is documented that Saint Mary McKillop visited 
Cooranbong where she had a convent school. Up until 1966 St 
John Vianney Parish was part of the Diocese of Sydney, but now 
it is part of the Diocese of Maitland / Newcastle, with Bishop 
Michael Kennedy as Bishop. 
 The 9.30am Mass at Morisset is recorded each Sunday, and 
uploaded to the Parish Website and Facebook later in the day, 
internet allowing.  
 

Some Points to Ponder. 
 Traditions have always been an important dimension of 
celebrating faith. Each age is a time of special grace, including 
our age of high technology. 
Did you Know? 
What does Catholic Mean? 
 The original meaning of the word catholic is ‘universal’.  The 
church was first called catholic in ancient times when Christianity 
had spread throughout the Roman Empire.  The first universal 
Church council met in the year 325, and in similar councils the 
world’s bishops formulated the Church’s catholic faith.  The 
summary of that worldwide faith is the Nicene Creed—named 
after the Council of Nicea—which we say at Mass every Sunday. 
  The Catholic Church is also a multicultural church.  In the past 
Catholicism flourished in the ancient culture of the Middle East, 
the Mediterranean culture of the Roman Empire, the medieval 
culture of Western Europe and the modern culture of Europe 
and America.  Today Catholicism is not just European and 
American but also Latin and African and Asian.  Wherever you 
travel you can meet Catholic brothers and sisters celebrating 
their faith in Christ in their own unique cultural styles.  People of 
every race and culture embrace the Catholic faith and are 
embraced by the universal church. 
 
Advent 2023: With Anticipation and Joy 
 We are called during this holy time to wait with anticipation 
knowing the joys of what is to come with the arrival of Christ.  
With Anticipation and Joy is a Diocesan resource that invites all 
members of the community to gather a circle of people – family, 
friends, colleagues, ministry teams to reflect mystagogically on 
the Advent Gospels and associated artworks. This is an 
opportunity to encounter Christ where we are, to pay attention 
to what Christ reveals in the scripture and the living tradition of 
our faith, to share this, to connect it to our life now, and to be 
changed by it.  
To access the resource, go to: 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/
liturgy/liturgical-year/  

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/


 Safeguarding Standard 5 ROBUST HUMAN                          
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT 
 People working with children and adults are suitable and 
supported to reflect safeguarding values in practice. 
 Standard 5 addresses the essential Human Resource (HR) 
practices that underpin a strong safeguarding culture. It aims to 
provide consistency between current employment relations and 
best practice HR processes, to ensure that Church personnel are 
equipped to provide their ministry/service at the highest             
standard.  
 A focus on safe recruitment, professional development,                
ongoing support and supervision of Church personnel enhance 
risk mitigation. 
 
 What Does RCIA mean 
 The process of Christian initiation has three stages, Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist. In Confirmation, the baptised believer 
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit who was sent upon the                 
Apostles on Pentecost Day. 
 During the first centuries of the Church’s existence the three 
sacraments Baptism, Confirmation/Eucharist were never                   
separated from each other on a time scale. The practical difficul-
ties associated with the availability of bishops gradually led to an 
increasing delay in the individuals.  
 Reception of Confirmation. In our Diocese the sacrament of 
Confirmation is conferred at about the age of discretion 
(normally about eight). 
The oil of Chrism is used at Baptism, Confirmation, Holy Orders 
and the dedication of Churches and altars. 
The Oil of Catechumens is used at Baptism. 
The Oil of the Sick is used to anoint the sick and the dying. 
 
Watagan Deanery News. 
 Dear Parish Priests, Leaders, and Parishioners  
of Watagan Deanery, 
 We have a Watagan Deanery event coming up with a screen-
ing of the Fr Stu movie at Event Cinemas Glendale on Friday 20th 
October starting at 6:30 pm, as detailed in the flyer in the notice 
board.  
 This presents a wonderful opportunity to gather together, to 
get to know one another better firsthand, and enjoy the compa-
ny of each other. In the spirit of collegiality, we are developing 
pastoral and personal relationships for the good of the Deanery 
as we become acquainted not only with the work in the various 
offices of the Deanery but with parishioners and parish person-
nel.  
 I extend my grateful thanks to St John Vianney Moris-
set Parish Leaders and Parish Secretary for their dedicated work 
in arranging this gathering. I look forward to meeting up with you 
all. With Prayers and Love in the Lord,  
Fr. Joseph Figurado, Dean.  
 
Caritas Australia Newsletter  
The next edition of the Caritas Australia Newsletter is out. You 
can access it here: https://www.caritas.org.au/media/qsyfbnmu/
your-compassion-in-action_september-2023_digital-1.pdf  
 
Caritas Australia’s Emergency Appeals – Morocco / 
Libya 
 Caritas Australia needs your support to respond to the                 
devasting earthquake in Morocco and floods in Libya. Thousands 
of people have died and others have been injured. Communities 
need shelter, food, water and medical assistance. Please support 
Caritas Australia’s emergency appeals.  
Donate at www.caritas.org.au  

Tuesday Liturgy’s 
 There will be no Tuesday Liturgy in the Morisset Church for 
the next 2 weeks. (School Holidays-Parent/Grand Parent duties)) 
Liturgy will recommence Tuesday 10th October 9.30am. 
 
The Chosen Season 3 
 We invite you to join us in soaking up the sights, smells, and 
tastes of 1st Century Palestine as we view Season 3 of The                
Chosen.  
 The Chosen is a series that brings to life an interpretation of 
what life might have been like for Jesus starting his ministry. The 
series has been creatively produced and includes the backstories 
for each of the disciples that were individually chosen by Jesus. 
We are first invited into each of their lives, into their struggles 
and baggage. But once introduced to Jesus and the invitation to 
spend time with him, we are invited to witness such a transfor-
mation of each of his first followers. 
 Each Thursday evening join us to share a meal, watch and 
discuss the episode. The Chosen Experience commences on 12 
October at 6pm in the Murray Room. Viewing of Seasons 1 & 2 is 
not required. We hope to see you there. 
To register go to: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-
3-tickets-702923361697  
 
Alive in the Spirit  
 The Pastoral Ministry Network is excited to invite you to the 
annual 'Alive in the Spirit' Event!  
 After two years of dynamic online gatherings, Alive in the 
Spirit is thrilled to be gathering for an in-person event on 
Wednesday 25 October 2023 at Hornsby RSL from 10am - 4pm.  
 This year's conference will focus on the theme of Commun-
ion, Participation, and Mission, which is drawn from the Synod on 
Synodality. The Synod encourages us to seek new vision, energy, 
and life for the Catholic Church. 
 The Pastoral Ministry Network AGM will follow at 4.30pm to 
top off a great opportunity for networking, growing in faith and 
sharing our hope for the Church.  
 Tickets are $149 for non-members. We encourage you to 
share this image across your own networks inviting all wanting to 
be Alive in the Spirit!  
 For all enquiries, please contact Lisa on 0419 418 547 or 
email info@aliveinthespirit.com.au  
 
Gospel of Mark  
 The Gospel of Mark is a treasure trove for the nurturing and 
nourishing of our faith. Mark brings us face-to-face with the One 
who came to serve and not to be served, to give his life as a ran-
som for many (Mark 10:45).  
 Explore the Gospel of Mark with Dr Debra Snoddy, a lecturer 
in biblical studies at the Catholic Institute of Sydney a partner of 
the University of Notre Dame Australia. As we look forward to 
the year when the Gospel of Mark takes pride of place in our 
liturgy, Debra promises to inform you, nourish you and challenge 
you to hear Mark’s words in ways old and new.  
 The day will include an overview of the Gospel and a detailed 
treatment of some of the most illuminating texts from the Gospel 
of Mark. 
 Date: 15 November, Murray Room, 9.30am – 3.00pm 
Registration: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gospel-of-mark-tickets-
699335259587  
 
Pope Francis’ prayer intention for October 2023 
 That the Church may adopt listening and dialogue as a life-
style at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy 
Spirit towards the peripheries of the world.  

https://www.caritas.org.au/media/qsyfbnmu/your-compassion-in-action_september-2023_digital-1.pdf
https://www.caritas.org.au/media/qsyfbnmu/your-compassion-in-action_september-2023_digital-1.pdf
http://www.caritas.org.au
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-3-tickets-702923361697
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-season-3-tickets-702923361697
mailto:info@aliveinthespirit.com.au
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gospel-of-mark-tickets-699335259587
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/gospel-of-mark-tickets-699335259587


 
Prayer Requests for the Bulletin 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian priva- cy 
laws.  

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1st Collection 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit contact the parish office for this option.  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2nd Collection 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF  
BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161 one of the following 
Payment References are required by CCF for all deposits: 5004 
or 5004 + SURNAME or 5004 + PG + your Giver Number, or 5004 
+ PG + SURNAME, or you can use the Online Payments button 
on the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. If you are             
considering taking up planned giving you may like to know 
that a percentage of the contributions are tax                       
deductible. If you would like to know more or set up planned 
giving  please contact the Parish Office. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND 
SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT JEROME (M) - 30TH SEPT 
THE HOLY GUARDIAN ANGELS (M) - 2ND OCT 
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI (M) - 4TH OCT 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY (M) - 7TH OCT 
SAINT IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH (M) - 17TH OCT 
SAINT LUKE (F) - 18TH OCT 
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE (F) - 28TH OCT 
ALL SAINTS (S) - 1ST NOV 
THE COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED— 2ND 
NOV 

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at 
home, especially those living with a life threatening 
disease: 
Margo Cluff, Clare Wallington, Donna Hazzard, Pam Mullaly, 
Mary Johnson, Tintumol Thomas, Les Findley, Peter Martyn, 
Bernadette Martin, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our 
prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Diane Bennett 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK  

PRESIDERS  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
R Hay 

P Melvey 
H White 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

F Pascoe 
M Shamley 

P Robertson 
J Hutchins 

GIFTS 5PM  
 
9.30AM 

A Walker 
G Walker 
J Vipan 
K Amon 

P Melvey 
P Herbert 
L McRae 
L McRae 

SERVERS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

J Lawandos 
F Dyson 
V Paulo 

C Lawandos 

M Melvey 
 

J Lawandos 
R Lawandos 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Vipan 
D Peterson 

J Vipan 
T Alexander 

WELCOMERS  5PM 
 
9.30AM 

P Herbert 
A Dussin 
H White 
J France 

K Lendon 
 

P Melvey 
K Amon 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
K Lendon 

J Scully 
P Stewart 

 Our Parish supports The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 
in its zero-tolerance approach to abuse. Every one of us 
must each day commit ourselves individually and 
collectively to safeguard each child and every vulnerable 
person to whom we minister and interact with.  
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable adult 
please contact the Office of Safeguarding P:02 4979 1390 
or email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au, or visit 
their website for further information 
www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au .  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream
https://officeofsafeguarding.org.au/


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Year A 
Sunday 01 Oct 2023 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians who have walked 
upon and cared for this land for thousands of years. We 
acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and 
relationship of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples to this 
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 
reconciliation. We especially acknowledge the Awabakal and 
Darkinjung peoples who were the original custodians of the land 
this parish sits on. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 
Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 
Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, make us know your ways: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you call us to have a change of heart: Christ, have 

mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you became one like us: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
Living God 
you are generous and kind 
and call us to work in the fields of your kingdom. 
May we always be thankful  
for the many gifts you have given us. 
Help us to use these gifts wisely  
so that we may build your kingdom on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Ezekiel 18:25-28 
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The sinner who decides to turn against sinfulness 
deserves to live.  

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows: ‘You 
object, “What the Lord does is unjust.” Listen, you House of 
Israel: is what I do unjust? Is it not what you do that is unjust? 
When the upright man renounces his integrity to commit sin and 
dies because of this, he dies because of the evil that he himself 
has committed. When the sinner renounces sin to become law-
abiding and honest, he deserves to live. He has chosen to 
renounce all his previous sins; he shall certainly live; he shall not 
die.’ 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 24:4-9. R. v.6 
(R.) Remember your mercies, O Lord. 
1. Lord, make me know your ways.  

Lord, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 
for you are God my saviour. (R.) 

2. Remember your mercy, Lord,  
and the love you have shown from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth. 
In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.) 

3. The Lord is good and upright.  
He shows the path to those who stray, 
he guides the humble in the right path; 
he teaches his way to the poor. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Philippians 2:1-11 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 

In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus. 
If our life in Christ means anything to you, if love can persuade at 
all, or the Spirit that we have in common, or any tenderness and 
sympathy, then be united in your convictions and united in your 
love, with a common purpose and a common mind. That is the 
one thing which would make me completely happy. There must 



be no competition among you, no conceit; but everybody is to be 
self-effacing. Always consider the other person to be better than 
yourself, so that nobody thinks of his own interests first but 
everybody thinks of other people’s interests instead. In your 
minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus: 

His state was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Matthew 21:28-32 

He went out moved by regret. The tax collectors and 
prostitutes will precede you into the kingdom of God. 

Jesus said to the chief priests and the elders of the people, ‘What 
is your opinion? A man had two sons. He went and said to the 
first, “My boy, you go and work in the vineyard today.” He 
answered, “I will not go,” but afterwards thought better of it and 
went. The man then went and said the same thing to the second 
who answered, “Certainly, sir,” but did not go. Which of the two 
did the father’s will?’ ‘The first’ they said. Jesus said to them, ‘I 
tell you solemnly, tax collectors and prostitutes are making their 
way into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you, a 
pattern of true righteousness, but you did not believe him, and 
yet the tax collectors and prostitutes did. Even after seeing that, 
you refused to think better of it and believe in him.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
Reflection on the Word 
Q.  Which character in the gospel story do you relate to? Why? 
Q.  In what ways have you ever said ‘Yes’ with your words but 
‘No’ with your actions? 
Q.  In what ways do people say ‘Yes’ to God but fail to follow 
through on their commitment? 
Q.  What message for your life do you take from this week’s 
gospel? 
 
 
 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, with forgiveness in our hearts, let 

us bring our prayers before God.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will be united as one in 

the spirit of forgiveness and healing.  
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That leaders who advocate for others will speak 

with honest hearts and act with commitment 
to their care.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who are burdened by sin will seek 

forgiveness in Christ.  
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That there will be an end to violence and 

bloodshed in Ukraine and all war torn areas. 
  

In your mercy:: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That people everywhere will live, work, and 

pray for the care of our common home, the 
Earth.  

In your mercy:: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That children everywhere will be loved and 

nurtured, and protected from all forms of harm 
and abuse.  

In your mercy:: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That delegates to the Synod of Bishops will 

heed the voices of the faithful and be guided by 
the Holy Spirit as they prepare for their first 
gathering in Rome this month.  

In your mercy:: 



All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may first consider 

those who are less fortunate or in need.  
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick will be healed through the 

goodness of the Lord, especially those who are 
dear to us.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will live forever in 

the Kingdom of God, especially those who were 
members of our community and families.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, we turn to you with our hearts and minds. 

Hear our prayers and help us to do your will as we live 
each day in praise of your name. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us, and protect us now and for ever. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 
 

 
FAITH MATTERS: Sharing the Good News with children 

There are almost 300 primary schools in our diocese, and more than 

200 of those are public schools. Under the Education Act of 1990, 

government schools are expected to allow time for scripture to be 

taught in classrooms. Unfortunately, there are many children who miss 

out because the schools simply cannot man the classes. 

NICKI GRAHAM PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 

This week I attended a Special Religious Education training session with 

some teachers who work in public schools across the region. It was a 

blessing to hear them speak so fondly about the children they teach 

and the work that they do. 

“My faith is so important to me,” said Maria Armitage, “that I just want 

to share it with everybody.” 

Special Religious Education provides children with a small but vital part 

of a child’s faith journey. Our mission is to be Good News to the 

students we encounter in government schools.  John Pelletier, who 

teaches in the Gloucester region, understands the impact that his work 

has on the students: 

“Letting young people know just how good God is and how great it is to 

have God in your life is vital, knowing that God will help you and that it 

will make a difference.” 

As a people of God who are called to serve, these generous SRE 

teachers volunteer their time to promote the Kingdom of God on earth 

by providing meaningful, enriching lessons from an approved 

curriculum. They recognise that there is a heightened importance now 

more than ever, to deliver scripture lessons, as many children are 

lacking in spiritual nourishment: 

‘It is so important in this day and age,” says Al Malsem, “that we can 

reach children with the message of Christ. It’s quickly being phased out 

of the general society. We need that message even more to be planted 

out there. If we can reach children at this age, it plants the seed for the 

future.” 

Susan Huurdeman enlightened us with the joy that teaching scripture 

brings to her. She shared a letter written to her from the grandparents 

of a student she teaches: 

“There is always some concern when kids go to public schools that 

their Religious Education will suffer. Certainly, that is not the case, all 

due to your wonderful dedication to teaching. They have gained a love 

and interest in their religion at your hands.” 

In response to a special invitation to follow Jesus and share the joy of 

the Gospel, you might like to consider becoming a teacher of Special 

Religious Education. All you need to do is volunteer a half an hour per 

week of your time. All training, support and resources are supplied. 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/nicki-graham/


Please, join us in sharing the Good News with children. 

For more information and registration contact Pastoral Ministries. 

Manager Formation and Education 

Rose McAllister P: 49791346 M: 0414962922 

rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 

Officer Formation and Education 

Nicki Graham M: 0417773444 

Nicola.graham@mn.catholic.org.au 

Socktober for World Mission Month 

Want to make a difference and win prizes at the same time? Well here 

is your chance by getting involved in Socktober for World Mission 

Month, and make a difference for children in need in Timor-Leste. 

TIM BOWD PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 26, 2023 

David Mcgovern, the Diocesan Director for Catholic Mission explained 

that the "support of schools for the children of Timor Leste, through 

Socktober, is invaluable and Catholic Mission, and Sr Carolina, a 

Salesian nun who cares for them are grateful and humble for the 

passion and enthusiasm of our Diocesan students.” 

“Kicking goals for good - as part of Socktober - is an essential part of both 
the RE curriculum and Catholic Social Teaching and Catholic Mission is 
proud so many schools, and their students, have registered for Socktober 
and Mission Month.” 

“The theme of this year's Mission Month and Socktober campaign is 

‘Hearts on Fire, Feet on the Move’. This is evident in the actions of 

students in our local Catholic schools who have registered for 

Socktober and are looking to ‘kick goals for good’. 

To get involved simply click here to sponsor our team and go in the 

draw to win one of several great prizes including: 

• Corporate Box at a Newcastle Jets game (including food and

beverages)

• Dinner for two at Rustica

The raffle will be drawn at the Catholic Mission and Diocesan Schools 

event on October 10. 

The children of Timor Leste and Sr Carolina are grateful for our 

participation and support.” 

St Bede's Catholic College, Chisholm officially opens Ngarramalingiil 

yarning circle 

St Bede's Catholic College, Chisholm officially opened their 

Ngarramalingiil yarning circle on Monday, September 18. 

Article originally published by The Maitland Mercury. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 20, 2023 

The new yarning circle at St Bede's Catholic College is already fostering 

community, connection and learning, while respecting the Wonnarua 

land the school is on. 

More than 100 people gathered after school at St Bede's on Monday, 

September 18 for the grand opening and smoking ceremony of the 

yarning circle, called Ngarramalingiil. 

During the ceremony, principal John Murphy said the opening of 

Ngarramalingiil is a significant moment in St Bede's history. 

"Sacred areas such as yarning circles have been inbuilt into the 

richness of Aboriginal culture," he said. 

"These spaces would be, and still are, where Aboriginal people come 

together to listen to the wisdom of the elders. 

"By listening, the younger ones came to understand and to respect 

their culture, and to become custodians of the land. 

"The telling of stories and celebrating of events through dance, 

symbolism, and art, are all dimensions of yarning circles that preserves 

and enriches Aboriginal culture." 

Ngarramalingiil features symbols with carvings in the totem poles, the 

circular structure of the sandstone blocks, and the magnificent 

wedgetail eagle statue which is a Wonnarua totem representing 

guidance and protection. 

Aboriginal education teacher Karen Chapman said the project has been 

several years in the making. 

"We couldn't be prouder, it's been a labour of love," she said. 

Wonnarua elder Uncle Leon Hammond performed the smoking 

ceremony, welcoming guests to wave the smoke towards themselves 

to immerse in its cleansing properties. 

The students of St Bede's were very involved in the grand opening, with 

a large group taking part in a traditional clearing dance, a group of 

boys delivering a didgeridoo performance, and a band performing 

prayers in both English and Wirlpiri, an Indigenous language. 

Mr Murphy said the yarning circle symbolises the past, present and 

future, and is a place to represent what the St Bede's community 

stands for. 

"In building St Bede's, which commenced at the start of 2017, it was 

important for us to ensure the rightful owners of this land, the 

Wonnarua people, would become part of the St Bede's story," he said. 

"We wanted a yarning circle that would invite us as a community to be 

united with Indigenous and non-Indigenous community members, 

growing together in the spirit of reconciliation, cultural understanding 

and growth." 
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