
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

        TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C  Sunday 11 Sep 2022 

In todays Gospel we are challenged to stretch the limits of our capacity to love in the way that mirrors the boundless 
mercy of God. Only by living and witnessing to the message of love, mercy and compassion can we be the authentic 
disciples of Jesus, and the voice of conscience for our society.  

Jesus, was criticised for welcoming tax collectors and sinners. In associating with sinners, Jesus wasn’t condoning their 
situation. Rather he was trying to show them a better way.  Jesus challenged the status quo that favoured the privileged 
and called  for  a new way of seeing, judging and acting in respect of the marginalised and the vulnerable.  

Perhaps that is the cost of love we must not shy from. We are called to practice an ethic of 
concern, care and support for one another.  We are challenged to be a community of 
hospitality, compassion and inclusion, which is an alternative to individual prosperity, 
security and self-interest, and those on Struggle Street.  

May we, as the body of Christ, learn to be people of mercy, a sign of hope, and the voice of 
conscience for our society.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 
Saturday  10th September 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  11th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  13th September 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  17th September 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  18th September 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  20th September 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE   
WE ENCOURAGE 

 
MASK WEARING  

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
HAND SANITISING, 
STAY HOME IF SICK 

 
There is NO NEED to BOOK if you would still 
like to book  for Sunday Morning or                    
Cooranbong you can.  If you do book please 
arrive 15mins early and notify us of any                        
cancellations. To book use the Book for                 
Services button on the Parish Website, or the 
Eventbrite App or Eventbrite Website  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com . 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



2022- REFLECTION -24TH SUNDAY 
All of Sunday’s readings celebrate the mercy of God.            

Nothing shows forth God’s love so much as God’s willingness 
to forgive. 

The Word of God calls us to care for the weak, and to                  
create a community where the common good, is at the heart 
of its agenda. The message of love, mercy, and compassion 
within God’s vision, is set against the ruthless, competitive, 
inhumane, survival of the fittest mindset of the world. 

Australia prides itself on being a society that allows                         
everyone “a fair go”. We cherish the notion that we are all 
equal and we have a common footing. These days, however, 
that deeply cherished sense of a fair go appears to have 
been steadily eroded, and we are facing a real danger of 
becoming a less inclusive society. Fear has turned fellow 
human beings into enemies. 

For Pope Francis, The Church is not a museum for saints or 
an enclosure for the virtuous, but a field hospital for the 
wounded. It is this radical embrace of the vulnerable that is so 
powerfully shown by him at places like refugee camps, pris-
ons, slums, and hospitals. It is this unashamed solidarity with 
people at the margins, that made him the object of criticism 
even inside the Church. 

The world operates out of a merit-based system that                      
disadvantages the needy and discards the outsiders. God calls 
us to be people who care for the vulnerable and the common 
good.   John France. 

 

PERPETUAL DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 

2022 marks five years since Lina’s Project and Bishop Bill 
Wright establishing 15 September as a Perpetual Day of            
Remembrance throughout the diocese. Such a day holds             
before us our history of child sexual abuse and the reality of 
its continual unfolding in the lives of those directly and                      
indirectly affected. The day is marked in a variety of ways        
including survivor led events and prayer, ritual and worship. 

A lot has happened in these five years, and particularly in 
the last twelve months or more. Our context is different, and 
context informs our feelings and understandings, our                           
priorities and choices, our prayer and liturgy. Our current          
context strengthens the imperative for us to pray for change. 

The Perpetual Day of Remembrance continues to push us to 
think deeply about what it means to be and live Catholic. Our 
unity is marked by enormous diversity. This diversity requires 
great sensitivity in discerning our communal faith response to 
this day. All the resources seek to respect this diversity by 
giving communities and individuals a range of options from 
Sunday Mass to something as simple and powerful as turning 
on a light. 

As a faith community it is important for all of us to                        
recognise that this day responds to a deep need in some of 
our brothers and sisters. As members of the community of 
Jesus’ disciples – irrespective of our affiliation with the              
worshipping community – we stand together, with survivors, 
against all forms of abuse and for cultural change that will 
promote fullness of life for all. We need every glimmer of light 
if together we hope to Shine the light of Christ into this dark 
space: a light of solidarity, a light of prayer, a light of courage 
and commitment to change, a light of healing and hope. 

The Healing & Support Team – Zimmerman Service is             
available should this remembering cause distress for any                 
person. Please ring 49230636. 

For a more detailed background information please see the 
Parish communities resource in the Prayer Response section 
on the diocesan website: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/
church-mission/perpetual-day-of-remembrance/ . 

 

SHINE THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
VIGIL 

To draw a line of continuity 
with National Child Protec-
tion Week, we invite you to 
begin our Perpetual Day of                               
Remembrance with a Shine 

the Light of Christ Vigil. 

You are invited to turn/leave on a light on Saturday night 
September 10, the last day of National Child Protection Week 
and the Vigil Mass for Perpetual Day of Remembrance Sunday, 
and to continue this practice through to and including 
Wednesday night September 14. 

This is a simple and public way to show we stand with                    
survivors, their families and friends, and that we are                           
committed to Shine the Light of Christ on this issue and in our 
world. There is a Prayer for Turning on the Light of Christ and 
one for turning off the light below. 

Prayer for turning on ‘the light of Christ’ 

God with us, 

you have made us in your image 

and filled us with the breath of your divine life. 

Through the life of Jesus 

you show us the way to live in the light of your love . 

As darkness falls may these lights remind us of our mission to 
shine the light of your love on the darkness of our Church and 
world. 

Create a clean heart in us O God. 

Where people are disempowered 

may we shine the light of your justice. 

Where there is privilege and prestige may we shine the light of 
your humility 

Where there is dishonesty and denial may we shine the light of 
your truth. 

Where transparency is lacking and agendas are hidden may we 
shine the light of your integrity. 

Where there is fear 

may we shine the light of your courage. 

Where there is judgement 

may we shine the light of your compassion. 

Where there is disrespect 

may we shine the light of your love. 

Where people feel silenced 

may we shine the light of your word. 

Where people feel excluded 

may we shine the light of your acceptance. 

Where there is sin 

may we shine the light of your forgiveness. 

Create a clean heart in us O God. 

 

Prayer for turning off the lights 

Day has dawned. 

As we turn off our lights 

we commit to shining the light of Christ in all we do through-
out our day. 



BRENDON MANNYX: 
SHARING LIFE AND 
STORY THIS 
FATHER'S DAY 
Looking back on 
those early days of 
parenting, I can now 

appreciate the gift of other dads (and mums!) around me. I 
often found myself asking the tricky questions around certain 
aspects of fatherhood and being genuinely interested in the 
answers. 

BRENDON MANNYX PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 06, 2022 
I’m a dad with six kids. You’d probably think that’s enough to 

be able to write about Father’s Day. To be honest, I still think I 
have a lot to learn. 

I met my wife Claire while living abroad in Malta and we 
relocated to Australia in 2013 with our two boys, a 2-year-old 
and a nine-month-old. We soon found ourselves living in Lake 
Macquarie. We were 3 hours’ drive away from my family and 
half a world away from Claire’s family. And we were learning 
to parent two little boys in a new home and a new community. 

I think like most new parents, we learnt by doing. Parenting 
is very much a responsive relationship. Often through trial and 
exploration, we found that our children were the ones guiding 
us to meet their needs. A lot of times, we’d be completely off 
the mark – making mistakes, getting frustrated and finding 
ourselves on the verge of desperation. The saving grace in 
these times was the community that we found ourselves in. 
The care and support that they showed us, in many ways, 
became the model for our own parenting. Other mums and 
dads were becoming a part of our lives and that circle became 
bigger when we started attending playgroups, pre-schools and 
eventually ‘big school.’ As the old saying goes, ‘It takes a 
village to raise a child.’ Perhaps even more than that, it takes a 
village to grow a family – parents included! There is an art to 
accompanying young parents and helping them realise their 
potential. I am grateful for those who have accompanied me. 

Looking back on those early days of parenting, I can now 
appreciate the gift of other dads (and mums!) around me. I 
often found myself asking the tricky questions around certain 
aspects of fatherhood and being genuinely interested in the 
answers. I began to watch other dads – how they interacted 
with their wives and children – began reflecting on my life as a 
dad. What kind of father was God calling me to be? What 
example am I setting my children? Am I sharing my gifts as a 
father not just with my own family, but with the community 
and with other families as well? 

As I learnt from others and began to share of myself in 
return, I discovered that there is much joy in being on the 
journey together. We weren’t meant to take on the 
responsibilities of parenthood in isolation. I began to look 
forward to the Sunday gatherings of community where others 
could share in the unfolding story of our family and in return 
we got to share in the lives of others. When there were other 
families gathered there too, we found joy in knowing that the 
children our kids played with were the ones they had just 
prayed with. Life was being shared. Blessings and challenges 
were being shared. 

There is another dimension to this journey as well. As I grew 
as a parent, my understanding of God changed. Every time I 
found myself looking upon one of my children and feeling that 
natural affection – I got a glimpse of the supernatural love that 
God has for me. And it has nothing to do with what I have 
done (or haven’t done). God loves me just because. As I built a 

relationship with each of my children - marvelling at their 
uniqueness, their joy at discovering the world, holding them 
through their difficult nights, and the inevitable clash of wills – 
I realised that God wanted that kind of relationship with me! 
God wants to accompany me just as a parent does! I found 
myself wanting to share more of my life, more of my story, 
with God. And then I found myself wanting to share life and 
story with others too. 

As we begin to journey in this post-lockdown world, I see 
many new opportunities to accompany young families within 
our communities. Pope Francis calls us to practice this art of 
accompaniment in all walks of life. The one gift that our 
Church has in abundance is the gift of relationship – the 
sharing of life and story. It is something our world is hungry 
for at this time in history. We are being called to come 
alongside others and share in their journeys - wherever they 
may be heading. 
 
THE CHOSEN EXPERIENCE – SEASON ONE 

We invite you to join us in soaking up to the sights, smells, 
and tastes of 1st Century Palestine. 

We welcome you to join us to view the first-ever multi-
season series about the life of Christ.  

The Chosen is a series which brings to life an interpretation 
of what life might have been like for Jesus starting his 
ministry. The series has been creatively produced and includes 
the backstories for each of the disciples that were individually 
chosen by Jesus. We are first invited into each of their lives, 
into their struggles and baggage. But once introduced to Jesus 
and the invitation to spend time with him, we are invited to 
witness such a transformation of each of his first followers. 

Each Thursday evening during October and November join 
us to share a meal, watch and discuss the episode. The Chosen 
Experience commences on October 6 at 6pm in the Murray 
Room, 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West, we hope to see 
you there. 

To register to go: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-
experience-tickets-413816475217 

 

ART AND SPIRITUALITY WORKSHOP 
An art and spirituality workshop will be held on 15 

September at St Joseph's Community Centre, Kilaben Bay 
from 9am to 3pm. This workshop will provide an opportunity 
to awaken the Spirit through the beauty of God’s creation, 
prayer, and reflection. 

Creation of art provides an opportunity for a deepening 
awareness of oneself and the world and can act as a catalyst 
for evoking the Spirit. Art is a means to see-to-re-search and 
find the living meaning of what it means to open the heart. 
Everyone has the ability to create art, but in order for it to be 
theological, the artist needs to explore ways that it makes 
sense of faith. Opening the heart through art involves making 
meaning through the creation, then reflecting on the art itself 
and the unfolding the moment-to-moment direct experience 
of the process. 

Participants will engage in art making experiences which will 
nourish their faith. Cost: $25 

To register:www.eventbrite.com.au/e/art-and-spirituality-
workshop-tickets-359269162737   

For further information contact Rose McAllister on 

rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au  

 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-experience-tickets-413816475217
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-chosen-experience-tickets-413816475217
file:///C:/Users/elizabeth.symington/Downloads/www.eventbrite.com.au/e/art-and-spirituality-workshop-tickets-359269162737
file:///C:/Users/elizabeth.symington/Downloads/www.eventbrite.com.au/e/art-and-spirituality-workshop-tickets-359269162737
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
2023 YEAR A LITURGICAL BOOK ORDERS 
Please order via the online form available by clicking on the 
button on the home page of the parish website. Forms for those 
who don’t have online access are at the back of the Church. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st  
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using 
the Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home 
page, the Diocese App or set up a direct debit arrangement 
(contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support 
of our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account 
Name: CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account          
Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and 
Giver Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on 
the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM— 13TH SEPTEMBER 
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS— 14TH SEPTEMBER 
OUR LADY OF SORROWS— 15TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS CORNELIUS AND CYPRIAN— 16TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS ANDREW KIM TAEGON, PAUL CHONG HASANG AND 
COMPANIONS— 20TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINT MATTHEW— 21ST SEPTEMBER 
SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA— 23RD SEPTEMBER 
SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL— 27TH SEPTEMBER 
SAINTS MICHAEL, GABRIEL AND RAPHAEL— 29TH SEPTEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen, Josie Scully, 
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,  
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith, 
Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Patrick Kane, Kevin Yates. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
M Melvey 

R McArdle 
M Foo 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

L McRae 
P Melvey 

J France 
L McRae 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

H White 
P Herbert 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

A Dussin 
P Melvey 
J Vipan 

K Lendon 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
J France 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
U France 

J France 
T Alexander 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

U France 
J France 

U France 
J France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

TBA 
TBA 

J Andersen 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 
K Amon 

R Hay 
B Hutcheson 
J Hutchins 

H White 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

M Shamley 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 

XXXX 
A Walker 
G Walker 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Perpetual Day of Remembrance 

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 
Sunday 11 Sep 2022 

 
 

 
The Introductory Rites 
 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People, who, long 
before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We pay our 
respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who are our future. 
We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in our communities. We 
respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to Country through their stories, 
traditions and living cultures. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a 
candle and a cross. 

Ode to the Light of Christ       
 Fiona Duque  
 
Reader: Come, let us walk in the Light of the Lord.  

Let us not fear the past  
when our hearts were heavy.  

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 2:5)  
 
Reader: Come, let us bring light from the darkness.  

Let us make evil good  
and find sweet in the bitter.  

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 5:20)  
 
Reader: Come, let us weep together  

when the light grew dark with the clouds,  
from the darkness and distress.  

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 5:30)  
 
Reader: Come, let us walk with our brothers and sisters,  

those who have walked in darkness.  
Let them see the great Light of God  

All: and let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 9:2)  
 
Composed by Fiona Duque © 2019 Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. All rights reserved  

 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus you are our hope: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus you rout the proud of heart and exalt the lowly: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus you send the rich away empty and fill the hungry with good things:  
Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
 



Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of mercy 
you give pardon and peace to sinners 
for your love knows no bounds. 
Give us hearts that remember your mercy. 
May we always be ready to forgive others 
when they do wrong. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel (37:1-14) 
The hand of the Lord was laid on me, and he carried me away by the spirit of the Lord and 
set me down in the middle of a valley, a valley full of bones. He made me walk up and down 
among them. There were vast quantities of these bones on the ground the whole length of 
the valley; and they were quite dried up. He said to me, ‘Son of man, can these bones live?’ 
I said, ‘You know, Lord.”’ He said, ‘Prophesy over these bones. Say, “Dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord. The Lord says this to these bones: I am now going to make the breath 
enter you, and you will live. I shall put sinews on you, I shall make flesh grow on you, I shall 
cover you with skin and give you breath, and you will live; and you will learn that I am the 
Lord.”’ 
I prophesied as I had been ordered. While I was prophesying, there was a noise, a sound of 
clattering; and the bones joined together. I looked, and saw that they were covered with 
sinews; flesh was growing on them and skin was covering them, but there was no breath in 
them. He said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man. Say to the breath, 
“The Lord says this: Come from the four winds, breath; breathe on these dead; let them 
live!”’ I prophesied as he had ordered me, and the breath entered them; they came to life 
again and stood up on their feet, a great, an immense army. 
Then he said, ‘Son of man, these bones are the whole House of Israel. They keep saying, 
“Our bones are dried up, our hope has gone; we are as good as dead.” So prophesy. Say to 
them, “The Lord says this: I am now going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from 
your graves, my people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And you will know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I shall 
put my spirit in you, and you will live, and 
 I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you will know that I, the Lord, 
have said and done this it is the Lord who speaks.”’ 

, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 41:2-3; 42:3-4. R. see Ps 41:3 
(R.) My soul is thirsting for the living God. 
 
1. Like the deer that yearns for running streams, 

so my soul is yearning for you, my God. (R.) 
 
2. My soul is thirsting for God, the God of my life; 

when can I enter and see the face of God? (R.) 
 
3. O send forth your light and your truth; let these be my guide. 

Let them bring me to your holy mountain to the place where you dwell. (R.) 
 
4. And I will come to the altar of God, the God of my joy. 

My redeemer, I will thank you on the harp, O God, my God. (R.) 
 
Second Reading 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (14:7 – 9) 

The life and death of each of us has its influence on others; if we live, we live for the 
Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or dead 
 we belong to the Lord. This explains why Christ both died and came to life, it was so 
that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Luke. (1:46-56) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Mary said: 
‘My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
and my spirit exults in God my saviour; 
because he has looked upon his lowly handmaid. 
Yes, from this day forward all generations will call me blessed, for the Almighty has 
done great things for me. 



Holy is his name, 
and his mercy reaches from age to age for those who fear him. 
‘He has shown the power of his arm, 
he has routed the proud of heart. 
He has pulled down princes from their thrones and exalted the lowly. The hungry he 
has filled with good things, the rich sent empty away. He has come to the help of Israel 
his servant, mindful of his mercy 
– according to the promise he made to our ancestors – 
of his mercy to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 
  
Mary stayed with Elizabeth about three months and then went back home. 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 
You may like to play a reflection song such as  ‘If Not Now’ is a beautiful song about a 
change of heart. You can watch the song video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bY585-fzSs 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Priest: Sisters and brothers, let us pray to the God of light and truth for our needs 

and those of the world. 
Reader: That the Holy Church will find unity and reconciliation among Christians 

throughout the world.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That nations at war will find peace through forgiveness.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have wandered into darkness will find renewal in the 

mercy of Christ.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That we will listen to the Voice of Creation, in its beauty and in its anguish, 

and do whatever we can to repair and prevent further damage to our 
common home.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the Church will be ever-vigilant in protecting and safeguarding the 

children and vulnerable people.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the Church will stand in humility and solidarity with all who have 

suffered any form of abuse.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That we will be blessed with the gifts of wisdom, humility, love, 

compassion, courage, forgiveness, acceptance and freedom. As we 

commit to shining the light of Christ in all that we do, this Perpetual Day 

of Remembrance. 

(pause) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7bY585-fzSs


In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may support young people in finding their 

place in the church.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick will find healing through the Holy Spirit, especially those in 

our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will live forever in God’s embrace, especially 

those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Priest: God of the living and the dead, in Jesus you raise us up to shine your light 

in the dark places of our world. Hear these prayers and help us to always 
remember how much we are loved. We ask this through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

The Concluding Rite 
Commission to Shine the Light of Christ 

Leader:  Let us walk in the Light of the Lord. 
Let us not fear the past 
when our hearts were heavy. 

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 2:5) 
Leader:  Let us bring light from the darkness. 

Let us make evil good 
and find sweet in the bitter. 

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 5:20) 
Leader:  Let us weep together 

when the light grew dark with the clouds,  
from the darkness and distress. 

All: Let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 5:30) 
Leader:  Let us walk with our brothers and sisters,  

those who have walked in darkness. 
Let them see the great Light of God. 

All: And let us Shine the Light of Christ. (Is. 9:2) 
Composed by Fiona Duque © 2019 Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. All rights reserved. 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
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