
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 3RD OCTOBER 2021 
 

When Pope Francis took the name of St. Francis it seems he also took up the Lord’s direction given amid the ruins of a 
small chapel in Assisi. “Go, rebuild my church.” He is rebuilding the church by facing today’s needs. He said the key is 
to hold justice and mercy together, not becoming obsessed with the fine points of legal interpretation.  
 
The Pharisees in today’s Gospel tried to trip Jesus up with their laws. Even as Jesus sparred with their legalism, he 
modeled a different way of being in relationship. When hearts are broken and dreams are shattered, Jesus calls us to 
welcome the mess, embrace the pain, and patiently wait for new blessings to emerge.  
 
Pope Francis has consistently said that the Church is not a museum for saints but a hospital 
which heals the wounded, strengthens the weak and lifts up the lowly. Our very credibility is 
at stake when we lack merciful and compassionate love for those who are struggling or are 
removed and disengaged with the lived reality.  
 
Let us endeavour to be the Church where everyone can feel welcomed, forgiven, loved and 
encouraged to live according to the Gospel.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   3rd October 9.30am 
    Mass— ZOOM 
 
Book your place via the Book for Services 
button on the Parish Website, or the                  
Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com. 
When you come to Mass or Liturgy you will 
need to check in electronically. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK WITH A 
PRIEST PLEASE CONTACT FR KEVIN ON                 
02 4973 1537 . 
 
PARISH OFFICE  
DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS            
THE PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED AS ROSANNA 
IS WORKING REMOTELY THE BEST CONTACT 
METHOD IS VIA EMAIL OR YOU CAN CALL 
THE OFFICE NUMBER AND SPEAK TO A PLT 
MEMBER. 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS  
DON’T FORGET DAYLIGHT SAVINGS STARTS 
THIS WEEKEND CLOCKS NEED TO BE PUT 
FORWARD ONE HOUR AT 2AM ON SUNDAY 
MORNING. 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



 REFLECTION FOR 207TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
YR B    3RD OCT 2021 

This section of Mark's Gospel considers what it means to 
be a disciple. While it may seem a little out of place, Jesus 
stresses that there are some bottom lines- some things that 
are non-negotiable when it comes to being a disciple.  

Unlike the Pharisees who are always pre-occupied with 
the letter of the Law, he encourages them to get beyond that 
& try to understand the real spirit of the Law which is God's 
dream for mankind. 

The shift in the passage to the focus on children seems a 
little disconnected but the whole passage is, in fact, about 
living with the right attitude- like that of a child- as a way to 
the kingdom of God. Children at that time had no status & 
were literally regarded as the "property" of their fathers, so 
when Jesus laid his hands on them & gave them his blessing, 
he was "claiming" them as his own. 

Most of us at some time or another have been told to 
"grow up"- "stop acting like a child" or maybe "act your age" - 
all of these statements imply that as we grow OLDER we are 
expected to behave in a more "responsible" or "mature" way. 
But here we see Jesus turning this on it's head as he tells us 
that unless we "welcome the kingdom like a little child " we 
will never enter it!  

The Gospels contain many stories of people who call on 
God's mercy because they recognise that without God they 
are nothing & so when they subsequently receive his mercy 
or healing, they welcome it all the more-- with the                             
unwavering trust & gratitude of a little child. 

Being "CHILDLIKE " however, is NOT the same as being 
"CHILDISH", which would show a lack of maturity, self-control, 
& perhaps a tendency towards foolishness!  

"CHILDLIKENESS" has to do with being innocent, humble & 
full of love & awe. 

In the Jewish tradition, a man could divorce his wife but 
she could not do the same- she could only seek a court ruling 
to force her husband to divorce her, whereas a man simply 
had to renounce his wife & ask a court to authorise a Writ, or 
Bill of dismissal to which his wife had no right to challenge! 
Here in the Gospel, when questioned by the Pharisees, Jesus 
asks them to name the teaching to which they are referring 
then explains that Moses only wrote the instruction because 
they were so unwilling to listen to God's way. 

In our Western world today, sadly, somewhere between 
one-third & one-half of all Marriages end in divorce. It is a 
statistic that is quoted as a sign of the collapse of family                  
values in our society. However, the reverse statistic is also 
true--somewhere between one-half & two-thirds of                              
Marriages are lasting ones! 

In the last 30-40 years, divorce has transformed from                    
being a shameful scandal to being an accepted, even                          
commonplace, fact of life. 

It would be uncommon for most of us NOT to know                 
someone affected by divorce. Despite those who argue that 
divorce is "too easy" to obtain, it is still an extremely                                   
emotional & difficult decision for couples to reach, not to 
mention the rippling impacts on any children, extended                              
families & friends. 

The message, today, then, is to WELCOME God's kingdom 
like a CHILD ---- 

by living without any claim to position or status-- 
to recognise our complete dependence on others-- 
to let go of our ideas of who is important & who is not & 

to allow ourselves to be "claimed" by Jesus! 
Perhaps the most challenging aspect of being a disciple is 

not any SINGLE act of faith or commitment, but the DAILY 
choices we make to walk in his footsteps. 

St Mary McKillop wrote in 1881-- "Let us begin once more 
in real earnestness" 
        Heather White 
CATHOLIC WOMEN'S SUMMIT 
We invite you to a free live virtual event for Catholic women of 
all ages and stages in life, where you can join other like-
minded women at The Genius Project CATHOLIC WOMEN'S 
SUMMIT. 
Learn how to rest, restore and find your purpose again.  
This event is for you if you are.... 

• Feeling exhausted from the past year of endless lock-
downs, disruption, missed opportunities. 

• Overwhelmed and maxed out from life. 

• Living in survival mode and want to break that cycle. 

• Needing to have your cup filled. 

• Wanting to overcome toxic thinking and negative 
patterns which hold you back.  

• Wanting to connect with a community of like minded 
Catholic women. 

• Wanting to step into the MORE that God has for you. 

• Needing encouragement and inspiration in your faith 
journey. 

• Wanting to connect with the dreams within you. 
Join Karen Doyle and an incredible line up of guest speakers 
who will unpack these themes over two powerful days on the 
8th and 9th of October 2021. 
Register at: https://cf.geniusproject.co/webinar-registration-
2021  
 
PARISHES IN HARMONY WITH CREATION 
You are warmly invited to the Parishes in Harmony with                 
Creation. To be held on Wednesday 6 October from 10:00 am 
to 11:00 am or a repeat of previous session from 7:00 pm to 
8:00 pm. Eventbrite Registration is open now. 
The one-hour online presentation and discussion will explore 
how parishes can best respond to Pope Francis' 2015                        
Encyclical Laudato si': On Care For Our Common Home.  
On 04 October 2021, the Vatican will release resources for its 
Laudato si Action Platform. With the expected media                             
coverage, some parishioners might want their parish to                         
commit to the Laudato si Action Platform.  Parish Priest and 
Parish Leaders are aware of this initiative.  
The Parishes in Harmony with Creation session will include: 

• a brief overview of the main teaching in Laudato si'; 

• an overview of the Laudato si Action Platform; 

• an overview of the Catholic Earthcare Parishes option and 
other resources; 

• an introduction to the Diocesan Environmental                             
Sustainability Manager; and  

• small group discussion of the hopes and challenges of              
developing Parishes in Harmony with Creation 

aMeN caMiNo 
aMeN caMiNo Expressions of Interest are now open for 2022. 
Dates for 2022 are May 28 - June 1, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 9
-13 & August 6-10. For more information and to register your 
interest, go to https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-
mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/  
or contact formed@mn.catholic.org.au  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/parishes-in-harmony-with-creation-tickets-169193336825
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/
mailto:formed@mn.catholic.org.au


As you read this, there are large families of Afghani            
refugees under great stress. They are not only confined to 
their homes in lockdown but are also dealing with the                    
devastation of trauma, loss and grief. We have had enquiries 
about how we can support them? 

 "The current crisis in Afghanistan is bringing a great deal 
of distress to our local Afghan families. They are incredibly 
worried about family members who are now being                             
persecuted in Afghanistan, they are grieving the loss of all 
the progress their home country had made over the past two 
decades and they are reliving their own refugee trauma, all 
while also trying to home school their children and manage 
life in a pandemic and in lockdown." Mirja Colding-Moran, 
Social Justice Programs Catholic Care Social Services                    
Hunter-Manning. 

The team at the Refugee Hub, Catholic Care Social                         
Services Hunter- Manning are working with these families, 
and need your support through blessings. A project called 
'Hampers of Hope' has been set up.  You can drop off items 
or make a financial donation.  The links to more detail about 
these blessing  options are below. 
https://mailchi.mp/98c11a00f107/hampersofhope-
4819677 
 
https://www.mycause.com.au/page/263992/catholiccare-
huntermanning-hampers-of-hope  
 
ACU CENTRE FOR LITURGY | RITUAL BODIES AS 
‘REASONABLE WORSHIP’: PUTTING LITURGY IN PROPER 
ETHICAL PERSPECTIVE 
Bruce T Morrill SJ will present on Ritual Bodies as 
'Reasonable Worship': Putting liturgy in proper ethical                        
perspective. In our current Synod process we hear a longing 
for more formation opportunities so this lecture is an                              
opportunity not to be missed. It will explore the challenges 
of theological rhetoric for 21st century Catholics, and how 
those challenges can illuminate the connection between          
liturgy and ethical living. 
Time: 10:00AM-11:30AM Date: 18 October 2021 
Register: www.acu.edu.au/publiclecturecfl  
 

‘EARTHY WOMEN’ WEBINAR 2021 | ENGAGING WITH           
LAUDATO SI’ 
In a special event hosted by the Diocesan Council for Women, 
you are invited to join other women of our Diocese in sharing 
our approach and action in caring for our land.  
The webinar will explore: 

• How do you as a women respond to God’s call to care 
for the Earth? 

• What actions will you take to protect our planet? 

• Are our schools places of living examples of what can 
be done to show that care of the Earth matters? 

Guest speakers include Sue Martin from Catholic Earthcare 
and Maryanne Murray from St Mary’s High School                    
Gateshead. 
Via ZOOM At: 6:00PM-8:00PM On 26 October 2021 
Register: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/earthy-women-webinar-
2021-tickets-179659485357  

BUILDING BRIDGES: REACHING OUT TO OUR LGBTQUIA+ 
COMMUNITY WITH JAMES MARTIN SJ 
Globally, people who are LGBTQIA+ are at increased risk of 
depression, suicide, and verbal, physical and sexual              
harassment and abuse. James recognised a lack of Church 
advocacy on these issues following the 2016 Orlando                 
nightclub shooting in the USA, noticing that few Catholic          
Bishops publicly spoke out about the massacre. 
This prompted him to consider how the Church could better 
minister to LGBTQIA+ Catholics, discussed in his book,                 
Building a Bridge: How the Catholic Church and the LGBT 
Community Can Enter into a Relationship of Respect,                       
Compassion, and Sensitivity (2017). 
Join this online conversation with James to explore how the 
Church in Australia can do more to welcome and truly respect 
and enhance the dignity of all, honouring the diversity in          
humanity. 
Via ZOOM At: 10:00AM  On: 26 October 2021 
Register: https://www.trybooking.com/BTQTX  
 
A MESSAGE FROM AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED AUSTRALIA 
That Catholic Shop is an exciting development of ACN                            
Australia. It is a go-to shop for Catholic gifts and devotional 
items. From Sacramental gifts, statues, books, rosaries,                       
Christmas items and more, there is something for everyone. 
The purchases you make at TCS go to support the work of Aid 
to the Church in Need to keep the faith alive in those places 
where it is most at risk. To browse our full range visit 
www.thatcatholicshop.com.  
 
ST MARY’S TOWERS ONLINE RETREATS 
St Mary's Towers Retreat Centre is continuing to offer live 
retreats online during this lockdown period. 
The Hidden Wisdom of Women in the Gospels 
3 Day Online Retreat: 8-10 October 
The gospels speak of many women but with very little detail 
To learn more about these women, we need to learn to read 
between the lines with our own intuitive hearts.                                 
(Martha Driscoll OCSO). This retreat is a chance to allow 
some of these women to come alive and speak to us in our 
lives today. We will spend time with Martha and Mary, the 
Samaritan Woman at the Well and Mary of Magdala. 
For more information about these retreats, visit: https://

www.towersretreat.org.au/ 

http://www.acu.edu.au/publiclecturecfl
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/earthy-women-webinar-2021-tickets-179659485357
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/earthy-women-webinar-2021-tickets-179659485357
https://www.trybooking.com/BTQTX
https://www.towersretreat.org.au/
https://www.towersretreat.org.au/


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 
 

CURRENT COVID RESTRICTIONS—STAY AT HOME ORDERS 
All Places of Worship in the Lake Macquarie local government 
area are currently closed due to stay-at-home orders the 
NSW government are reassessing these on weekly basis .The 
only exception is for a Funeral or Memorial Service, which are 
limited to 10 mourners. If any of the mourners reside in 
Greater Sydney they can only attend if they are the spouse, 
de facto partner, parent, child, or sibling of the  deceased 
person. We will be placing  copies of the Parish Newsletter in 
the holders located at the doors near the breezeway. The  
Newsletter contains a Sunday Prayer Service that everyone 
can use at home. If you know someone who doesn’t have 
access to the internet please let them know they can pick one 
up from outside the Church. 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI— 4TH OCTOBER 
OUR LADY OF THE ROSARY— 7TH OCTOBER 
SAINT TERESA OF JESUS— 15TH OCTOBER 
SAINT LUKE— 18TH OCTOBER 
SAINTS SIMON AND JUDE— 28TH OCTOBER 
ALL SAINTS—1ST NOVEMBER 
ALL SOULS— 2ND NOVEMBER 
SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO— 4TH NOVEMBER 
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA— 9TH NOVEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bishop Bill Wright,  Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Virtual Mass / 
Liturgy 

Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30  K Amon 

PSALMIST: 9.30  L Hutchinson 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30  L Hutchinson 

SERVERS 9.30  V Paulo 

AV: 9.30  U France 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30  L & G Hutchinson 

COVID-19 
SAFETY TEAM 

9.30  H White 
T Alexander 

R Hay 
J France 

COMMUNION  
USHERS 

9.30  COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

CLEANERS 9.30  COVID-19 Safety 
Team 



The journey towards 
the Plenary Council 
This is a truly exciting time for the 
Catholic Church in Australia. The 
first of two gatherings being held 
as part of our Plenary Council, 
the first of its kind in 84 years, 
commences on Sunday 3 October 
2021. The Plenary Council is the 
highest formal gathering of the 

church across the country and brings together Catholics of many different backgrounds, seeking the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to discern what God is asking of the Church in Australia. At the end of this 
long period of listening to the Holy Spirit speaking through the voices of the faithful, Australia’s 
bishops will vote on any future directions for the Church in our country. 
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 

The agenda of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia calls those attending the Council assemblies to “develop 
concrete proposals to create a more missionary, Christ-centred Church in Australia”. 

The Council agenda, which has emerged from three years and several layers of prayer, listening, dialogue 
and discernment, will shape the program of the Council’s assemblies. 

The agenda’s preamble draws from Pope Francis’ apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, which explores 
the Pope’s “dream of a ‘missionary option’”. 

“That is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s customs, ways of 
doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelisation of 
today’s world rather than for her self-preservation,” the Pope wrote. 

Plenary Council president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe SDB said that invitation and exhortation to be a 
missionary people runs through the agenda. 

“Through the Plenary Council, we are being called to consider how we can be a Church that goes out to the 
peripheries, that welcomes all into our communities and shows the face of Christ to the world,” Archbishop 
Costelloe said. 

The agenda has been developed in the form of posing questions, with 16 questions falling under six themes: 
Conversion; Prayer; Formation; Structures; Governance; and Institutions. 

“So much of what we heard during the Council journey related to this concept of ‘conversion’ – personal 
conversion, communal conversion and institutional conversion – with an ever-deeper renewal in Christ,” 
Archbishop Costelloe said. 

“The agenda asks us a number of difficult questions, but without asking those difficult questions, we won’t 
be entering into the depth of our hearts to consider how we become that missionary, Christ-centred Church we 
need today. 

“Each member attending the assemblies will bring their own unique gifts to the agenda on behalf of the 
People of God in Australia.” 

Plenary Council facilitator Lana Turvey-Collins said the agenda, which has now been published on the 
Plenary Council website, asks questions with widespread relevance. 

“These questions have been developed for a specific purpose – for prayer, conversation, discernment and 
decision-making during the Plenary Council – but they are questions that can challenge each of us, each parish, 
each Church community,” she said. 

“In preparing for the Council and beyond, the agenda can be a rich source of reflection and contemplation in 
our own settings.” 

Archbishop Costelloe asked people to continue to pray for the Council and for the members who will attend 
the assemblies. 

View the agenda on the Plenary Council website. At https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/ 
May the Spirit lead us and inspire us. 

https://www.facebook.com/PlenaryCouncil/?__tn__=kK-R
https://mnnews.today/authors/sarah-james/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/


Priest’s Council 
hope: People 
rediscover what it 
means to be baptised 
As the Church in Australia 
journeys towards the first 
assembly of the Fifth Plenary 
Council of Australia, the first 
since 1937, the question asked 

by many is how the Church has changed since that last gathering. While he doesn’t remember any 
specifics about that event 84 years ago, Fr Frank Gordon – one of the oldest members of the 
upcoming Council – is testament to the changes that have taken place. 
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 

Fr Gordon, who will participate in his capacity as vicar general for the Cairns Diocese, was five years old at 
the time of the last Plenary Council.  

Born at Tweed Head Hospital and raised in nearby Coolangatta, Frank attended primary school in 
Coolangatta before the family moved to Toowoomba where he completed his secondary schooling. 

After school, Frank worked with his father in their mechanic’s garage, which gave him the experience of 
working with people in the community – something he values greatly.  

He was involved in Young Christian Students and Young Christian Workers movements as a young man.  
Fr Gordon says his experiences with the Cardijn movement “brought me into touch with the Gospel story in 

real life”. That was what led him to the seminary, and still drives him today. 
Originally training to be a priest for Brisbane Archdiocese, Frank was asked if he might consider a request 

from Cairns Bishop Tommy Cahill that men preparing for the priesthood for Brisbane be sent north. 
Brisbane Archbishop James Duhig called for volunteers to serve in Cairns. Frank accepted, along with several 

other young men, and went straight to Cairns after he was ordained.  
Fr Gordon continued to be involved in youth movements in Cairns for many years.  Although called the 

Catholic Youth Movement in Far North Queensland, it was also based on the Cardijn movement. 
Interpreting Scripture as it relates to people’s lived experience has always been an important part of his 

priesthood. He still values opportunities to listen to people’s experiences in his day-to-day ministry. 
“In my working years, school years too, I had an interest in making sense of the Gospel,” he said. 
“When I was ordained and I came to the diocese, almost from day one, every week of my priestly life in this 

diocese, over 60 years now, I have sat down with lay people, especially young people, to share the Gospel in life. 
“It’s helped me to discover the richness in the inspired word of God but also enriched me by listening to 

people’s experiences. And to be in touch with the need that people have.”  
What are Fr Gordon’s thoughts on holding a plenary council now?  
“The issues identified in the instrumentum laboris (working document) are basic, they are fundamental, and 

the questions asked are ones that need to be answered in every age,” he said. 
“One of the keys words put forward when we first heard about the plenary council – to be listening, to have a 

listening mind and heart to what the spirit is saying and to what people are saying. And we’re not good at that 
normally. We jump in very quickly with solutions or my opinion, so to speak. 

“One of the things I’ve learned over the years is that people can say things, but if you keep listening you 
develop a way of listening to their heart – not just what they’re saying.” 

Fr Gordon continued: “People can talk, talk, talk and they’re trying to be objective about what the world 
should or shouldn’t be doing, but what they’re really speaking about is a difficulty they have. It’s for the listener 
to find out what is really concerning them. So listening to the heart.” 

Asked about his hopes for the Plenary Council, Fr Gordon said good and important questions have been put 
before the members and the wider Australian Catholic community – “and I don’t have the answers to those 
questions”.  

https://mnnews.today/authors/guest-contribution/


“But if you’re asking me personally about what I would hope would come out of it, it would be something 
very basic,” he said.  

“I’ll put it this way: helping people to rediscover what it means to be baptised. Now that’s very basic.” 
This is Fr Gordon’s first foray into the world of computers and meeting online. He humbly admits that he is 

computer illiterate.  
Like many other members, though, he’s got great support from his local team – in this case, Cairns’ Plenary 

Council coordinators Cathy Spencer and Anne Chellingworth. 
Authors: Neil Helmore and Anne Chillingworth 

 

Why a Plenary 
Council? 
There have been times when I 
wondered if we would ever make 
it. But after all the delays and 
changes of plan, we have come at 
last to the first assembly of the 
Plenary Council, which has quite 
a pre-history.  
 
 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 28, 2021 
The bishops took the decision to move to a Plenary Council in 2016, but the roots of that decision reach way 

back to the early 2000s. It was then that the late Archbishop Philip Wilson proposed that the time was right for 
the Church in Australia to prepare for some kind of national ecclesial event.  

This was in the wake of Pope John Paul II’s letter at the end of the Year 2000, Novo Millennio Ineunte, in 
which he urged that all the Church’s organs of communion be galvanised to prepare for mission in the new 
millennium. These were also the years when the full force of the sexual abuse crisis was beginning to be felt.  

At first, the bishops couldn’t agree on whether this was a good idea or this the right time or, if it was, what 
kind of ecclesial event would be best. So we entered upon a process of discernment which included the Year of 
Grace in 2012.  

This was a kind of retreat for the whole Church in Australia during which, taking our cue from Novo Millennio 
Ineunte, we sought to contemplate the face of Christ in the hope that this would equip us better to make a 
decision about a national ecclesial event.  

The Year of Grace worked better than we expected, but still at its end there was no clear agreement among 
the bishops about how to move forward.  

In 2013, however, two things happened that were game-changers.  
The first was the Federal Government’s decision to have a Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 

Child Sexual Abuse; the second was the election of Pope Francis. These two events converged to make the need 
for some kind of national ecclesial event to chart a course into a future in a time of dramatic change seem more 
necessary.  

Pope Francis then announced two Synods of Bishops, a year apart, both focusing on marriage and the 
family. The first of these Synods in 2014 included only the presidents of bishops conferences. It was followed by 
a time of fermentation which prepared for the second Synod in 2015.  

I was one of the two Australian bishops elected to attend that Synod. It was, for me, an extraordinary 
experience, in some ways an awakening.  

For the first time – certainly at a Roman Synod – I saw discernment in action. It was messy and 
unpredictable; at the halfway mark it looked very unlikely that we would achieve anything worth achieving. Yet 
at the end we did produce something which wasn’t the last word, but which was a real contribution to the 
ongoing journey of the Church.  

Part of why that Synod succeeded when failure threatened was the speech on synodality given by Pope 
Francis in those last days of the gathering – October 17 to be precise. It was an extraordinary speech at the end 
of a long and often tedious celebration of 50 years of bishops synods since the Second Vatican Council.  

https://mnnews.today/authors/guest-contribution/


It was while listening to the Pope that I had a kind of light-bulb moment. I thought: “Yes, now finally is the 
time for the Church in Australia to move towards a plenary council.” That’s what came to me with great clarity 
and conviction, which seemed to me at the time and still seems to me the work of the Holy Spirit.   

I returned to Australia and said as much at the next plenary meeting of the Bishops Conference in 
November 2015. The Conference decided to set up a committee to make recommendations to the next plenary 
meeting of the bishops in May 2016. The committee’s recommendation was to decide for a plenary council, and 
that’s what the bishops voted for – not unanimously, but by a large majority.  

So we set out on a journey with three phases. The first phase was the preparation, which involved a great 
deal of consultation – Listening and Dialogue, as we called it. We were trying to listen to as many voices as 
possible responding to the basic question, “What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?” This 
was in the belief that only in listening to each other would we hear the voice of the Holy Spirit.  

The second phase, which is upon us now, is the phrase of celebration, by which is meant the first assembly 
in October this year, the time of fermentation after that leading to the second assembly in the middle of next 
year.  

Then we will gather up the results of the assemblies and send them to Rome for papal approval, which is to 
ensure that what has come from the Council is in harmony with the doctrine and discipline of the universal 
Church. This will lead to the promulgation of the decisions and decrees of the Council.  

A third phase of the journey will be the implementation of those decisions and decrees; and that could take 
a very long time indeed, as it has with the Second Vatican Council. It may also involve local synods to embed the 
decisions of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia in the local Churches. 

In Novo Millennio Ineunte Pope John Paul II described Vatican II as “the great grace given to the Church in 
the twentieth century”. As I look back on the journey that has brought us to this point and forward to all that lies 
ahead, I would say that the Plenary Council is the great grace given to the Church in Australia at the dawn of the 
twenty-first century.  

It was always the work of the Holy Spirit – and it will be no less as we move, like Abraham, into the future 
which God is preparing. 

Author: Archbishop Mark Coleridge 
 
 

 

 

Children, women, lepers, tax collectors – in the world in which Jesus lived, these members of society were 

regarded as lesser citizens. They had no power or legitimacy. In the world in which we live now, some 

children and women are still disadvantaged. It is the role of missionaries, like Sr Chalaad, who continue to 

do what Jesus did: serve and empower the children – and their mothers – and show them they are still loved 

and made in the image of God. As we enter World Mission Month (October), let us also look to bless the 

children of Thailand, and other countries where the Church serves, with our prayers and financial 

contributions. In doing so, we will make the Kingdom of God become a reality for them all.  

For more information about ways you can contribute to the vital, life-giving work supported by Catholic 

Mission, click here. For information about leaving a bequest to Catholic Mission, click here 

To follow up Catholic Mission, about any aspect of its work or your support and contact details, please call 

the Diocesan Director in Maitland/Newcastle, David McGovern on 0488 115 401 or email him at 

dmcgovern@catholicmission.org.au 

 

https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/kusa
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/kusa
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/kusa
https://www.catholicmission.org.au/see-our-work-in-action/kusa
mailto:dmcgovern@catholicmission.org.au


 



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Sunday 03 Oct 2021 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

 Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 
Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are our strength and our help: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you have given us your commandments of love: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us at the right hand of the Father: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

O God 
Jesus redeemed the world 
and became the cornerstone of the Church. 
Help us to listen to what Jesus asks of us. 
May our words and deeds bear fruit   
and build your holy Church on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Gen 2:18-24 

A reading from the book of Genesis 

They were two in one flesh. 

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a 
helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of 
heaven. These he brought to the man to see what he would call them, each one was to 
bear the name the man would give it. The man gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of 
heaven and all the wild beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for him. So the 
Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And while he slept, he took one of his ribs 
and enclosed it in flesh. The Lord God built the rib he had taken from the man into a 
woman, and brought her to the man. The man exclaimed: 

‘This at last is bone from my bones, 
and flesh from my flesh! 
This is to be called woman, 
for this was taken from man.’ 

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they 
become one body. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 127. R. v.5 
(R.) May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord  

and walk in his ways!  
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.  
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine   
in the heart of your house;  
your children like shoots of the olive,  
around your table. (R.)  

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed   
the man who fears the Lord.  
May the Lord bless you from Zion  
in a happy Jerusalem 
all the days of your life! 
May you see your children’s children. 
On Israel, peace! (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Heb 2:9-11 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

He who sanctifies, and those who are sanctified have one origin. 

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than the angels and is now 
crowned with glory and splendour because he submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to 
experience death for all mankind. 

As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into glory, it was appropriate that 
God, for whom everything exists and through whom everything exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who would take them to their salvation. For the one who 
sanctifies, and the ones who are sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly 
calls them brothers. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mk 10:2-16 

What God has joined together, no one must divide. 

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the law for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ They were testing him. He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ ‘Moses 
allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of dismissal and so to divorce.’ Then Jesus said to 
them, ‘It was because you were so unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. 
But from the beginning of creation God made them male and female. This is why a man 
must leave father and mother, and the two become one body. They are no longer two, 
therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, man must not divide.’ Back in the 
house the disciples questioned him again about this, and he said to them, ‘The man who 
divorces his wife and marries another is guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman 
divorces her husband and marries another she is guilty of adultery too.’ 

People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch them. The disciples turned 
them away, but when Jesus saw this he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God 
belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who does not welcome the kingdom of God like a little 
child will never enter it.’ Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on them and gave 
them his blessing. 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 
A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. How does this passage help explain the Church's position on divorce? 

Q. Is the clash between the church's position on divorce and society standards helpful or 
harmful? 

Q. Why does the gospel writer include this passage in a section about what it means to be a 
disciple? 

Q. In what ways does the teaching about children challenge us today? 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 
Leader: Dear friends, let us bring our needs to the Lord, who is near to all who call.  

Reader: That the Lord will watch over the Holy Church with peace, mercy and wisdom 
from above.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That nations and leaders will seek the way to peace by putting aside conflict 
and ambition.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That, through faith, our community will encourage children and young people 
to receive Christ.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That, as servants of the Lord, we may put others first and strive to build a 
community of peace and sincerity.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That as we reflect on the future of the Church in Australia and immerse 
ourselves in the Plenary Council, let us follow the example of Mary, 
remembering her trust that the Spirit of God would be with her. 

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who are sick or housebound will be upheld by God’s healing power, 
especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who have died will receive the Lord Jesus Christ through the promise of 
eternal life, especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your compassion: 
All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Loving God, you guide us through your Gospel of truth.  Hear our prayers and 
grant us the words and deeds we need to serve others in your name.  We ask 
this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, Plenary Council Resources 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved.The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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