
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

THIRTY-FIRST   SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 31ST OCTOBER 2021 
 
In todays Gospel Jesus tells a Scribe what the two most important commandments of Gods are. The first is to love God, and the 
second is to love our neighbour. 
 
Jesus’ answer to the question from the Scribe, also reaches out to ask us, where do we stand today. Are we content with fulfilling 
our weekly obligation, to gather and worship God, and celebrate God’s goodness? Or, will we carry over that celebration into the 
rest of the week, by loving and caring for all those, whom God will send our way?  
 
The mobile phone is a miraculous device. It plays music, it takes videos and photos, and it contains a 
lot of information . Moreover, it connects you with anyone anywhere in the world.  
If mobile phones had been around in Jesus’ time, the commandments would have been available on 
an app. The scribe’s question might have been: “Which app on your mobile phone is the greatest?” 
Jesus might have answered, “The big red heart-shaped app that tells you to ‘Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength.  
 
If only loving God and our neighbour was easy!  
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   31st October 9.30am 
    Liturgy— ZOOM 
Sunday  7th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Register your place via the Book for Services 
button on the Parish Website, or the                  
Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com. 
 
PARISH OFFICE  
Due to the current COVID restrictions            
YOU NEED to make an appointment to come 
to the office. 
 
CHECK-IN 
Everyone is required to check-in via a QR 
Code when they come to the Church, Office 
or Callinan Centre. 
 
MASKS 
Everyone over the age of 12 is required to 
wear a Mask that covers the nose and 
mouth indoors or while waiting to come 
inside. 
 
RE-OPENING 
PLEASE SEE NOTICE ON PAGE 2 FROM THE 
PLT AND PPC ABOUT RE-OPENING FOR 
MASSES AND LITURGIES. 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR  31ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME              
YEAR B  31ST OCTOBER   2021 

Generally, in the Gospels, scribes are shown to be quite    
antagonistic towards Jesus, so when we begin this passage we 
may be expecting a hidden "trap" being laid by the scribe! 

 In the Jewish tradition, a lot of the teaching & learning of 
the Torah, the Jewish Scriptures, was conducted in a 
"question & answer" style. Because of their deep reverence 
for the Scriptures the learned & pious Rabbis studied them SO 
thoroughly that they even counted the number of words they 
contained. The number of laws & commandments was also 
counted- as John pointed out to us last week, there were 613 
of them! In particular, the Rabbis loved having discussions on 
them, so, following this tradition, it's no surprise that a scribe 
in today's Gospel engages the Rabbi Jesus in one such          
discussion & when asked the question "which is the first of all 
the Commandments?"  Jesus' answer reduces the number to 
ONE - but- with TWO parts! 

Jesus first quotes Moses & the Shema, the Jewish             
confession of faith, made up of 3 Scriptural texts, & other 
prayers which formed part of their morning & evening          
devotions- It encapsulated the essence of Judaism which         
proclaimed one God, whom they must love with all their 
heart, soul, mind & strength. 

He follows it up by adding another commandment --"you 
must love your neighbour as yourself". Then, perhaps          
surprisingly, the scribe agrees with him & further adds that 
these commands are actually far more important than        
offering sacrifices!  This, indeed is a pretty controversial    
statement from a scribe! 

You might recall from the Old Testament, that, from the 
foundations of the Jewish faith, sacrifice of birds & animals 
was practised in the Temple but after it was destroyed in 
70CE - about the time that Mark's Gospel was written-               
Temple worship & sacrifice came to an ABRUPT END  & the 
entire nature of Judaism changed -from a Temple-centred 
faith to a much more decentralised one. Today, in this                
Gospel,  Mark is projecting the reality of HIS time back into 
the scribe's encounter with Jesus. 

We are emphatically reminded  "You must love your                  
neighbour as yourself". 

There is an unspoken, underlying idea here that is                             
absolutely crucial to achieving this  important,  but difficult 
goal. 

Before we can love our neighbour, we must first love                  
ourselves! In today's world, to say that you love yourself 
could imply a level of boastfulness or EGO. However, what is 
required is a GENUINE love of SELF - an acceptance - a respect 
- a true valuing of self. Only when we achieve this, can we 
learn how to treat others. By asking ourselves how WE want 
to be treated will point us towards how we should treat                    
OTHERS - simple really, you could say, but what is summed up 
so simply by Jesus is still a very tough ask, is it not? 

When asked " which is the first of all commandments?"        
Jesus provides TWO as his answer BUT he doesn't bundle 
them together as one overarching commandment- instead he 
very distinctly identifies them as FIRST & SECOND. 

The FIRST one is to love God with all our being--this very act 
of loving not only brings us into an amazing relationship with 
him, but as LOVE diffuses, it goes out & brings others into that 
circle of love. 

God is worthy of love in God's own right -- Our love of God 
may inspire us to do good deeds & actions for others BUT the 

first step is to love God simply for WHO GOD IS . 
Can you imagine how different our world would be if people 

genuinely loved their neighbours?  
Let us remember that we are all "prodigals" in the process of 

returning home to the Father - 
Mary McKillop's perspective on life-- " time, charity &                 

patience will make everything right".  1890.  Let's give it a try 
& see what happens-                                     Heather White 
 
PLANS FOR RE-OPENING 
On Thursday 21st October the PLT and PPC met with Father 
Geoff Mulhearn to discuss our arrangements for re-opening, 
considering advice from the Diocese and the NSW Dept. of 
Health. The next 2 Sundays will be as advertised, with Zoom 
Mass on Sunday 24th and Liturgy on the 31st. At this stage we 
are now only able to plan further until the end of November. 
Arrangements will be as follows: 
Mass will resume in Morisset Church at 9.30 am on Sunday 7th 
November. 

• Booking will be through Eventbrite as our capacity is lim-
ited to 40 with the 4sq.m. rule. 

• QR Code check-in is essential. 

• Masks are mandatory, unless you have a medical            
exemption, in which case proof must be carried. 

• Please note that it is not mandatory to be vaccinated to 
attend Mass. 

• Volunteers will be available to check attendance and to 
direct you to seats. 

• Kneeling is not permitted as that affects the social          
distancing requirement. 

• At this stage there will be no singing until the whole con-
gregation can sing. 

• Cleaning will be done by volunteers after each service. 

• The Callinan Centre will not be open until the 2sq.m. rule is 
introduced. 

• NSW Health has asked that we encourage Staff,                    
Volunteers and Congregants to get vaccinated. 

Our aim is to keep everyone as safe as we can so we thank you 
in advance for your cooperation. Please do not attend if you 
are feeling at all unwell and remember, that if you book in to 
Mass and are unable to attend, it is important to ring the Par-
ish number so that place can be offered to someone on the 
Reserve list.                      P. Melvey for PLT and PPC 
 
CHRISTIAN FORMATION COURSE (CFC) 2022 
Are you wanting to know more about Christianity? 
Expressions of Interest are now open for the Christian                 
Formation Course 2022 
The Christian Formation Course (CFC) is a face-to-face              
learning experience that allows participants to explore their 
life’s journey and their faith within the Catholic Tradition. This 
one-year course introduces participants to scripture, theology, 
church history, sacramental life, and liturgy. The course runs 
across twelve months and  comprises of eight units.  
Commencing on Tuesday February 1 2022, no prerequisite 
formation or qualification is required to enrol. All who                                
complete the Course are awarded a Diocesan Certificate in 
Christian Formation.  
Expression of Interest close December 10. For more                     
information go to: 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-

faith-formation/christian-formation-course/ 

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/christian-formation-course/
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/christian-formation-course/


 CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS - STORIES OF MISSION AND 
OUTREACH 
‘Church without Walls’ is an initiative of our Diocesan Synod 
Journey, Building the Kingdom of God Together. 
BRENDON MANNYX SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED OCT 26, 2021 
‘Church without Walls’ is an invitation to the whole                      
community to encounter the stories of mission and outreach 
that take place across our diocese every single day. Even in 
these difficult times, people of faith are responding to the 
good news of Jesus Christ and are working towards               
transforming people’s lives, and indeed, the whole of                      
society. This is the mission that every one of us has a part in. 
Yet, each of us lives out this mission in a personal and unique 
way. 
These are the stories we want to tell. 
‘Church without Walls’ will take us into the stories of people 
from all across the diocese. We will go into our parishes, our 
schools and our agencies. We will travel from Lake                           
Macquarie to Taree. We will hear from people of all ages. We 
will hear the stories of everyday people making a difference 
right where they are. We will hear about what they do and 
why they do it. 
As we listen and engage with these stories, we are invited to 
contemplate our own story. How am I ‘living mission’ in my 
own life? Where am I being called at this time? 
This is the heart of our Synod Journey. As we listen deeply to 
the stories of our communities, we are moved to action. So, 
let us continue to tell our stories and to listen. And let’s be 
moved. 
This is story telling without limits. This is Church… without 
walls. 
Baden's Story 
Baden is the Food Programs Coordinator for CatholicCare. 
Together with a team of volunteers, he helps ease the                    
burden of homelessness and food insecurity in our local        
communities.  
In the video which you can find at: https://youtu.be/
MHtLo9cKD60  find out more about how CatholicCare's Food 
Programs provide food, hospitality and friendship to those 
who are disadvantaged. 
 
NOVEMBER- MONTH TO REMEMBER OUR DEPARTED               
RELATIVES & FRIENDS. 
The month of November begins with our celebration of All 
Saints Day (Nov 1) and commemoration of All Souls Day    
(Nov 2). At this time, we give thanks for saints, both dead 
and living, and remember our deceased relatives, friends and 
those who have no one to pray for them.  
The Church has always encouraged prayers and Mass for 
those who have died. November is a time for us to                         
remember our loved ones who have gone before us, and to 
bring back to life within the heart of our community, a 
glimpse of the life we shared with them. 
One of the most ancient customs related to respect for the 
dead is to visit and care for graves and pray there in memory 
of loved ones. 
The feast of All Souls is not a feast of sadness, but one of 
great hope and confidence. It invites us to entrust our dead 
to God, because we know they are really God’s dead. We 
know that if we have loved them, God has loved them more. 
Our cemeteries are not places to be afraid of; they are the 

final resting place for the earthly remains of our loved ones. 

Mourners, when visiting these peaceful places, often receive 

so much comfort. 

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS 
Fr Andrew VG has announced the following clergy                          
appointments, to take effect Thursday 4th November 2021. 
  
1. Fr George Anthicadu is appointed Parish Priest of             

Beresfield, East Maitland, Maitland, Morpeth,                 
Lochinvar and Rutherford parishes. 

2. Fr Kevin Corrigan is appointed Parish Priest of Taree 
and Wingham parishes. 

3. Fr John Purnell will replace Fr Kevin Corrigan as                  
Sacramental Priest at Morisset/Toronto. 

 
HALLOWEEN. 
Halloween is a shortened form of All Hallows-Even, the                  

evening before All Saints. As with many celebrations, these 

traditions began in ancient times. Legend has it that on the 

night before the feast of All Saints, the gates of the                             

underworld were opened and that ghosts and demons, and 

witches were allowed to roam freely. The Celts tried to                    

appease the evil spirits by offering them food and wine. This 

is where ‘Trick or Treat’ comes from. The ever-popular       

pumpkin jack-o-lantern with a fearsome face originated in 

the practice of Irish children to carve faces in swedes, turnips 

and potatoes. They would place a candle inside to scare 

ghosts away. 

DIOCESAN ADVENT REFLECTION: WAITING WITH PURPOSE 
As we continue our Synodal journey an Advent resource, 
Waiting with Purpose has been created for our diocese. 
Waiting with Purpose responds to the voices heard during 
Synod reflections of longing for different forms of prayer that 
include faith sharing. Waiting with Purpose invites us to use 
Mystagogical Reflection as our way of encountering Christ in 
the Advent gospels. It invites us to focus on the presence of 
Christ in our experience and in the living tradition of our faith, 
to connect it to life now and to be changed by it. 
Mystagogical reflection meets us where we are. No                              
preparation is needed. It’s about being open to encountering 
Christ so we can live from Christ. It’s deeply personal and 
communal. 
Waiting with Purpose and accompanying resources will be 
available soon on the diocesan website: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/
liturgical-year/ 
During November there are several opportunities for anyone 
who is interested to ‘have a go’ at mystagogical reflection. 
During Advent there are opportunities for those who cannot 
gather in their local communities to experience Waiting with 
Purpose via Zoom. To register go to: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-of-maitland-

newcastle-18080128129 

 aMeN caMiNo 
aMeN caMiNo Expressions of Interest are now open for 2022. 
Dates for 2022 are May 28 - June 1, June 18-22, July 2-6, July 
9-13 & August 6-10. 
For more information and to register your interest, go to 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-
life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/  
or contact formed@mn.catholic.org.au  

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle-18080128129
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle-18080128129
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/amen-camino/
mailto:formed@mn.catholic.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 
 

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 2022 PASTORAL 
PLACEMENT PROGRAM 

The Pastoral Placement Program offers participants an                     
experience of ministry in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. 
The purpose of this program is to enable participants the                
opportunity to experience different workplaces and                           
ministries across the diocese. These ‘on the ground’ ministry 
work placements help participants explore the opportunities 
that are available to them to serve God and the local                           
community of the Catholic Church in the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle.  

The Pastoral Placement Program provides participants a 
year-long discernment journey, involving the see, judge, act 
philosophy, to make an informed choice about the possibility 
of their future ministry or career choices.  
For more information and to learn to how to apply go to: 
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/
pastoral-placement-program/ 
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 
SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY 
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Parish BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
ALL SAINTS—1ST NOVEMBER 
ALL SOULS— 2ND NOVEMBER 
SAINT CHARLES BORROMEO— 4TH NOVEMBER 
THE DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA— 9TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT LEO THE GREAT— 10TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS— 11TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT JOSAPHAT— 12TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT ELIZABETH OF HUNGARY— 17TH NOVEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Dan Joyce, Bruce  Gillett ,William Eggins, Bishop Bill Wright,  
Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Virtual Liturgy MASS 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30  H White 
 

PSALMIST: 9.30  M Melvey 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30  M Melvey 

SERVERS 9.30  V Paulo 

AV: 9.30  T Alexander 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30  G & L Hutchinson 

COVID-19 
SAFETY TEAM 

9.30  H White 
T Alexander 

R Hay 
J France 

https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-placement-program/
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-placement-program/


 

 

Don’t Enter if Unwell. Get tested immediately and go 

Home. 

 

If you are attending a Funeral or Wedding. You must 

provide proof you are vaccinated or have a 

medical exemption notice to enter. If you are under 

16 you must be accompanied with a vaccinated 

member of your household to enter.  

 

You must Check-in and Check-out with a Service 

NSW QR Code or ask the COVID Safety Team to do it 

for you if you are unable. 

 

 

Always stay 1.5m apart. 

 

You need to wear a mask to enter, and wear your 

mask over your nose and mouth. 

 

You must use Hand Sanitiser Upon Entry, 

Immediately before Communion and when directed 

to by the COVID Safety Team. 

 

 

No Congregational Singing. 

 

 

No Kneeling due to physical distancing 

requirements 

 There is no Communion on the Tongue 
 

• Due to capacity limits if you have not registered to attend Mass or 

Liturgy or made an appointment you may not be able to enter. 

• You need to follow all instructions given by Staff, Parish Leadership, 

Volunteers and COVID Safety Team members 

• Aggression towards Staff, Parish Leadership, Volunteers and COVID 

Safety Team members will not be tolerated.  

• That by entering these premises you agree to adhere with all the 

Conditions of Entry 
 

HELP US KEEP EVERYONE COVID SAFE 

BY FOLLOWING OUR CONDITIONS OF ENTRY 



Fresh Heart! Fresh Hope! 
Ministry Symposium 
You are invited to the Fresh Heart! 
Fresh Hope! Online Ministry 
Symposium, brought to you by Alive 
in the Spirit. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED OCTOBER 26, 2021 

In this one-day online symposium, we explore best practices and pitfalls in our efforts to engage our 
communities, and key groups to effectively grow our mission in Jesus Christ. 
 
Our scenario is a fictional parish, planning for 2022. 
We will journey with its representatives through the experience of a live panel, consisting of: 

• Parish Priest 
• School Principal 
• Life, Marriage, Family Coordinator 
• Parent in the school 
• Pastoral Council Representative and Young Person. 

Sign up for the online symposium and also receive access to our Catholic Ministry Resource and 
Community Hub until 
31 December ($40 for individuals, $200 for 10 registrations). Register 
at https://tinyurl.com/ministrysymposium6Nov  
(The Symposium is FREE for existing members of Alive in the Spirit but you must still please register for this event). 

We explore three key moments in the life cycle of the parish, with the panel guided by a facilitator drilling 
into: 
 
Session 1: Let’s Dream Big! 
Engaging with the community – both present and disconnected – in a new vision for 2022. 
 
Session 2: Managing Change 
Managing the tensions, roadblocks, and opportunities for healthy conflict and collaboration as the vision 
starts to come to life. 
 
Session 3: Making it Happen 
Determining how to align goals, resource actions, and keep people motivated, through safe and healthy 
processes. 
 
After each panel session, small group sessions further develop ideas and approaches. 
 
In our rapidly changing world, we are invited to consider new and innovative pathways. Fresh Heart! Fresh 
Hope! offers inspiration through a practical scenario, for getting going in 2022 with the Holy Spirit and your 
community for the sake of Christ’s mission! 

Who's the Day for? 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/guest-contribution/
https://tinyurl.com/ministrysymposium6Nov


Lay and clergy, staff, leadership teams, finance teams, pastoral councils, pastoral ministers and volunteers, 
those in education, counselling, pastoral care, youth ministry, family ministry, aged care and chaplaincies 
and anyone who desires fresh heart and fresh hope as we head into 2022. 

Register at https://tinyurl.com/ministrysymposium6Nov  
Further information at https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/symposium/ 

Event Details 
Time: 10:00AM - 3:00PM 
Date: Saturday, 6 November 2021 
Location: Online 

LITURGY MATTERS: 
Parishes becoming 
centres of prayer 
Our church buildings are open again 
for worship and prayer, and 
everyone is welcome. Rather than 

making a U turn and heading back to pre-COVID ‘normal’, let’s listen to what the 
Spirit is saying and seize the moment to act boldly and be open to renewing our 
communal worship and prayer. 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED OCTOBER 26, 2021 

I like the word ‘becoming’. It acknowledges that as individual disciples and communities, Christ is always 
inviting us to conversion and renewal.  

In the Synod, we heard the voice of the people longing for parishes to become centres of prayer. That’s not 
to say parishes are not centres of prayer. Rather it acknowledges that we are always on a journey between 
the already and the not yet. So, while some of the one hundred percent of Catholics experience parishes as 
centres of prayer, large numbers of Catholics don’t. And of those who do, some are asking for more. 

As we continue to reflect on this longing, we are becoming more aware of some of the opportunities and 
stumbling blocks that invite us to attentive listening and boldness. 

Enriched by diversity 

To state the obvious, the prayer of the parish is not limited to what happens in the church building. It 
includes what happens in homes and other buildings where there is space to meet, and primarily in the 
hearts of the one hundred percent of the faithful. At the same time, the church building is an important 
focus. To a significant degree what happens in the building sends a message about who is welcome and 
who belongs. The building can be an easily identifiable focus for those who are not connected with the 
parish community or its worship. The church building is a public place where people can gather for all 
variety of prayer and worship. The possibilities for hosting more varied forms of prayer and worship 
increase exponentially for parishes with multiple church buildings. 

https://tinyurl.com/ministrysymposium6Nov
https://aliveinthespirit.com.au/symposium/
https://www.mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/


The parish is enriched by the diversity of the community. For parishes with multiple church buildings, this 
diversity takes the form of what we could call ‘small church communities’ whose ‘home’ is a stational 
Church within the parish. How might we imagine this diversity as an opportunity to help shape the parish 
as a centre of prayer? 

Sunday Mass 

As a first step we would need to reflect on our understanding of what we are doing when we gather to 
celebrate Sunday Eucharist. On Sunday the domestic church and small communities gather together as the 
parish community, ideally in the parish church. We bring all our diversity of mission and prayer to our 
celebration of Sunday Eucharist, open to being formed into the one body of Christ. We are sent from 
Sunday Eucharist, back to our homes and small communities to be the face of Christ for each other, to 
continue the mission of Jesus in our neighbourhoods and to support each other in a variety of prayer and 
faith sharing both in and beyond our church buildings. 

The pattern of joining with a larger community on Sunday reminds us that we are part of something 
bigger. We are stretched and enriched by the experience of this greater diversity. Too often we place all 
our prayer, worship and community expectations on Sunday Mass. The voice of the people longing for 
parishes to become centres of prayer is an opportunity for us to free Sunday Mass from unrealistic 
expectations as we begin to reimagine the worship and prayer life of the whole parish community.       

Reimagining the parish liturgy schedule 

A second step would be to reimagine the parish liturgy schedule. In the living tradition of the Church, Mass 
is integrally connected to Sunday. Mass is not integral to the celebration of weekdays. More properly the 
Prayer of the Church – Morning and Evening Prayer – belongs to weekdays. 

For years, the Diocesan Liturgy Council has invited parish communities to consider this and to vary the 
weekday liturgy schedule in the hope of accommodating and growing the prayer life of more people. 
Perhaps Mass could be celebrated on one or two days, Morning Prayer one day, Evening Prayer another 
day, a Liturgy of the Word another day. Such a change might invite us to reflect more deeply on the 
celebration of weekday Mass, which can become more an exercise in personal devotion focused on 
reception of communion, than a celebration of Eucharist in keeping with the Church’s rich understanding. 
Neither the Prayer of the Church, nor a Liturgy of the Word require an ordained minister to preside. 

The options noted above are part of the official rites of the Church. Other options could be considered 
including, for example, silent mediation. A hundred years ago when I was a novice, the community would 
gather in the chapel early in the morning and pray in silence before Morning Prayer. The experience of 
sitting together in silent prayer – meditation, contemplation, whatever name we give it – has a formative 
and unifying power that is beyond words. 

Parishes with stational churches, often of different designs, are particularly well placed for the small church 
communities who gather around them to provide a home for a rich and diverse array of prayer and 
worship opportunities that meet the longings of the broad Catholic community. Without the focus on 
Sunday, perhaps there could be an easy shifting of some furniture to better accommodate other forms of 
prayer. Perhaps there is an opportunity to invite Religious Sisters or Brothers in the community to help 
introduce the Prayer of the Church. Such communities would become integral to the parish becoming a 
truly catholic centre of prayer.           

Expanding existing prayer opportunities 

Thirdly, many parishes already have a variety of groups that gather weekly for prayer such as Lectio Divina 
or the rosary. Existing groups provide a wonderful opportunity to extend the invitation to those who are 
not in ‘the loop.’ Could such prayer opportunities appear on the parish prayer and liturgy schedule? Would 



existing groups be willing to split to form additional groups allowing new people to join? How can we 
spread the good news of these opportunities in ways that invite the participation of ever widening circles 
of people? 

Both our Diocesan Synod and the Plenary Council emphasise the need for the parish to renew its 
missionary nature. Expanding prayer and worship opportunities to meet the longings of those looking for 
different ways of praying, particularly those that include faith sharing, could be part of this expanded 
missionary outreach. 

No U turn – discovering the new normal 

As a society we are told that emerging from lockdown is not about going back to what we knew to be 
‘normal’ in 2019. Rather it is about taking the pathway forward to discover what will emerge as our new 
normal. The same wisdom applies to the church and our worship and prayer. The pandemic provides us 
with an opportunity to reassess and be renewed. The Holy Spirit always calls us forward. There are no U 
turns in the Christian life. Let’s seize the moment to let some things die and to nurture the new life echoing 
in the longings of those searching for other meaningful experiences of prayer, worship and faith sharing. 

What are you hearing the Spirit inviting us to in this space? How might you extend the conversation in your 
community? Let’s be bold! 

The Emmaus Awards are a very rich 
part of the culture of Catholic 
schools. 

BRITTANY GONZALEZ PUBLISHED OCTOBER 25, 
2021 

They recognise and celebrate the significant 
contribution made by our staff in the Catholic 
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. 
The CSO Leadership Team, chaired by the 

Director of Schools will be joined on the selection panel by experts in education and leadership. The 
selection panel will recognise achievement in eight separate categories including: innovation, leadership, 
excellence in teaching, school support, school community, first five years of teaching, vocational 
education teaching (new) and Sisters of St Joseph Lochinvar education (new). 
Nominations close Friday December 3, so make sure to nominate your worthy community and colleagues 
via https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/teachers/emmaus-awards/. 
 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/brittany-gonzalez/
https://www.mn.catholic.edu.au/teachers/emmaus-awards/


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 
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The Introductory Rites 

 Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 
Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are our strength and our help. Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you have given us your commandments of love. Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you intercede for us at the right hand of the Father. Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

O God, 
you welcome the sinner  
who seeks your mercy and forgiveness. 
Make our faith strong  
and guide us so that we may do what is right and good. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Dt 6:2-6 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

Hear Israel, you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart. 

Moses said to the people: ‘If you fear the Lord your God all the days of your life and if you 
keep all his laws and commandments which I lay on you, you will have a long life, you and 
your son and your grandson. Listen then, Israel, keep and observe what will make you 
prosper and give you great increase, as the Lord God of your fathers has promised you, 
giving you a land where milk and honey flow. 

‘Listen, Israel: The Lord our God is the one Lord. You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength. Let these words I urge on you today be 
written on your heart.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 17:2-4. 47. 51. R.v.2 

(R.) I love you Lord, my strength. 

1. I love you, Lord, my strength,  
my rock, my fortress, my saviour. 
My God is the rock where I take refuge; 
my shield, my mighty help, my stronghold. 
The Lord is worthy of all praise: 
when I call I am saved from my foes. (R.) 

2. Long life to the Lord, my rock!  
Praised be to the God that saves me. 
He has given great victories to his king 
and shown love for his anointed. (R.) 

Second Reading 

Heb 7:23-28 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

This one, because he remains for ever, has an eternal priesthood. 

There used to be a great number of priests under the former covenant, because death put 
an end to each one of them; but this one, Christ, because he remains for ever, can never 
lose his priesthood. It follows, then, that his power to save is utterly certain, since he is 
living for ever to intercede for all who come to God through him. 
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To suit us, the ideal high priest would have to be holy, innocent and uncontaminated, 
beyond the influence of sinners, and raised up above the heavens; one who would not need 
to offer sacrifices every day, as the other high priests do for their own sins and then for 
those of the people, because he has done this once and for all by offering himself. The Law 
appoints high priests who are men subject to weakness; but the promise on oath, which 
came after the Law, appointed the Son who is made perfect for ever. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mk 12:28-34 

This is the first commandment, and the second is similar to it. 

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put a question to him, ‘Which is the first of all the 
commandments?’ Jesus replied, ‘This is the first: Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is the one 
Lord, and you must love the Lord you God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. The second is this: You must love your neighbour as 
yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.’ The scribe said to him, ‘Well 
spoken, Master; what you have said is true: that he is one and there is no other. To love 
him with all your heart, with all your understanding and strength, and to love your 
neighbour as yourself, this is far more important than any holocaust or sacrifice.’ Jesus, 
seeing how wisely he had spoken, said, ‘You are not far from the kingdom of God.’ And 
after that no one dared to question him any more. 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What is significant about a scribe asking Jesus about the Law? 

Q. What does it mean to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength? 

Q. Why is the qualifier of ‘as yourself’ important in the commandment to love your 
neighbour? 

Q. How would our world be different if people genuinely loved their neighbours? 

Q. Which aspect/s of the commandments Jesus named do you need to work on at the 
moment? 
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Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Faithful 
Leader: Dear friends, let us bring our prayers before the Lord, who is our strength and 

our shield.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will grow in unity for the salvation of all people.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those forsaken by their loved ones will find refuge and strength in Jesus 

Christ.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That world leaders and governments will be guided by God’s commandments.

  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That our parish community may show charity to our neighbours through 
Christian love. 

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who are sick may find healing through God’s love, especially those in 

our community and families .  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who have died will dwell forever with the Lord, especially those in our 

community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, you reveal to us your commandments of love. Hear our prayers, 

and help us to keep your word by showing devotion to you and love to all 
humanity. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 
Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go forth, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved.The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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