SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2022
Today in the Gospel Jesus takes the Ten Commandments to a new level. It is no longer enough to keep the letter of the Law; we
must also keep the spirit of the Law.
We live in an age of anxiety, fear and suspicion, especially when it comes to strangers at our borders. It is uplifting, therefore, to
hear of stories of compassion and solidarity that celebrate our shared humanity.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer the German pastor who was imprisoned and killed by the Nazis said: “We must
learn to regard people less in light of what they do or omit to do, and more in the light of what they
suffer”.
Jesus upsets and turns upside down the value system of the world. In the world in which people
prioritise personal wellbeing, security and wealth over the care of the less fortunate, Christians/
Catholics are called to negotiate the hard road of compassion .
May we follow the example of Jesus in seeing our brothers and sisters through the prism of our
wounded humanity, which is healed and raised up by God’s radical outreach.
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.
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Uta France
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John France

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
13th February 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
15th February 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
20th February 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset
Tuesday
22nd February 9.30am
Mass— Morisset

Sat & Sun

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon,
and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR:
Fr Geoff Mulhearn
SACRAMENTAL PRIEST: Fr John Purnell
Parish Secretary: Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
(Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office)
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin .

PHYSICAL DISTANCING REQUIRED
As we are still required to Physical Distance
1.5m apart it is recommended that you book
in to be guaranteed a seat. Use the BOOK
FOR SERVICES button on the Parish
Website, or the Eventbrite App or Website:
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com.
SERVICE NSW APP CHECK-IN REQUIRED
Everyone is required to electronically checkin via the Service NSW App using a QR Code
when they come to the Church, Centre, and
Office or have someone do it for them.
MASKS REQUIRED
Everyone over the age of 12 is required by
NSW Health to wear a Mask that covers the
nose and mouth indoors or while waiting to
come inside.

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

REFLECTION FOR 6TH SUNDAY O/T YR C. 13TH FEB 2022
Trust in human beings versus trust in God- sin & death
versus resurrection- blessedness versus woe - these are the
choices put to us in today's Readings from Jeremiah, the
Psalm (the 1st one in the book of Psalms), Paul's letter to the
Corinthians, & in the words spoken by Jesus in the Gospel
itself.
Throughout Luke's Gospel we are continually being
reminded that the message of Jesus is for ALL people- not just
the Jews, but for Gentiles & Pagans. Have you ever wondered,
like me, about the difference between a Gentile & a Pagan ?
On investigating this query ( Google), I learnt that a Gentile is
anyone who is NOT Jewish, and a Pagan is someone who
belongs to one of the old, often nameless, religions of
antiquity ---NOW , here's the thing--ALL Pagans are Gentiles
BUT not all Gentiles are Pagans There it is !
BUT, it is made quite clear to us that NO ONE is excluded
from Jesus' message- and THAT IS GOOD NEWS.
In a major contrast between Matthew's account of this
story, where Jesus delivers the familiar Sermon on the Mount,
overlooking the Lake, today we hear Luke's version that it was
delivered on " a piece of level ground", where there was a
great crowd of people who had come from all parts of
Judea -so all Jews- and others who had travelled from the
lands of Tyre & Sidon -so all Pagans- However, the recipients
of this great gospel would certainly have recognised the
significance of the presence of all these other people.
Luke's version of the event may appear a little more
comforting than Matthew's Rather than the afflicted being "blessed" they are to be
"happy".
It may seem odd, then, that anybody should be happy to be
poor, hungry, mourning or reviled as we would certainly
regard these as states of sadness & difficulty- not times for
rejoicing at our good fortune! This Gospel reminds us that
God does not think, feel & behave as we might expect, as his
actions are frequently contrary to our expectations. They will
upend the structures of our society - put simply,
the lowly will be raised & the mighty will be brought low.
It is in THIS context that the poor, hungry & outcast are
regarded as being "happy"- their happiness comes from the
reassurance that, although they are rejected & dismissed by
society, they are in reality the most favoured of God.
Whatever misfortunes befall them, they can rejoice in the
knowledge that in the reign of God their fortunes will be
reversed.
Today, this Gospel is inviting US to question our own ideas
of happiness & success.
We are called to re-think our values & assess how to be
truly happy in our broken world. We should align ourselves to
the kingdom of God, by avoiding an OVER attachment to
pleasure, possessions & fleeting happiness, for it is when we
come "little & poor" to God, hungering for his merciful love,
given so freely to us, that we are truly happy & blessed .
All of our lives right now have been changed in many ways,
giving us a reason to review the life we take for granted in our
beautiful Country. A chance to re-assess what really is
important to us & experience the joy of being able to
approach our loving God who is the same, yesterday, today
& tomorrow. His grace is always there "for the asking". In
fact, he already knows our needs & is waiting for us to ask!
We may not fully understand the mystery of GRACE --but
I've read & I believe it,

that "GRACE meets us where we are , but does not leave us
where it found us."
A thought for the week- - Everyone you meet is fighting a
battle
you
know
nothing
about.
Be
kind
.
Always .
Heather White
SEASON FOR GROWTH: ADULT SEMINAR
UNDERSTANDING CHANGE, LOSS AND GRIEF
This seminar is an educational experience, so the activities are
designed to be objective rather than tap into Participants
personal stories of loss and grief.
This session will provide you with an opportunity to:
• Examine the meaning of grief
• Review the range of changes and losses experienced in life
• Explore grief reactions and factors that influence them
• Identify different styles of grieving
• Explore strategies of empowerment, including the role of
choice in the grief journey and the importance of networks
of support
Date: Saturday March 12 Time: 9am-12pm
Venue: Diocesan Office, Toohey Room, Newcastle
RSVP: by March 1 to loretta.heffernan@mn.catholic.org.au
0408 895 951
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Traditionally at this time of the year, the Churches of the
district gather to celebrate ‘World Day of Prayer’. This Year on
Friday 4th March, at 10am, the Morisset Baptist Church Cnr
Fishery Point Road and Pulbah St Morisset, will host the event.
This year the World Day of Prayer has been planned by the
churches of England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. Our Church
will again actively participate in the event.
Because of Covid restrictions, attendance will be limited to
80 people. If you are planning to attend, could you please
phone Rosanna our Parish Secretary on 49736859.
PRIDE MASS
Our Diocese is hosting a Pride Mass for LGBTIQ people and
their families, friends and supporters. Time: 6.00PM
Date: Friday, 4 March 2022 Location: Immaculate Heart of
Mary Church, 16 Tighes Terrace, Tighes Hill For more
information, contact: LGBTIQ@mn.catholic.org.au

SIX DECADES OF SERVING THE POOREST OF THE POOR
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor extend practical care to all
who seek help, without discrimination and in the spirit of the
Good Samaritan of the Gospel.
To mark the 60th anniversary of their mission in Newcastle,
there will be a commemorative Mass at Sacred Heart
Cathedral on 20 February. You will also be able to view a live
stream of this special occasion on our YouTube channel.
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 08, 2022
For two-thirds of its 60 year history in Newcastle, the softlyspoken Sr Margaret-Mary Birgan has been the public face of
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor in the proud industrial city,
north of Sydney.
Inspired by the co-founder of the order and Australia’s saintin-waiting, Eileen O’Connor, Sr Margaret-Mary has spent close
to 40 years caring for generations of sick and poor
Novocastrians through not only nursing care in their homes,
but delivering thousands of food parcels and financial help as
well.
“As Eileen constantly reminded us, when we go into
people’s private homes to help them, their homes are really
their castles and so you always treated your patients with
great respect”, Sr Margaret-Mary explained.
“I hope I’ve given a bit of hope, comfort and support and
enabled people to have food on their table, money in their
purse, to get to the hospital, to get to the doctors when they
have to”.
“OUR LADY’S NURSES FOR THE POOR…BEGAN THEIR
MISSION ON WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN EILEEN O’CONNOR’S
70TH BIRTHDAY.”
“To this day I probably do at least 2000 visits to local homes
here every year and just last Christmas, I gave out financial
help to around 30 people”.
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor or the Brown Nurses as
they’re affectionately known, began their mission in Newcastle
on what would have been Eileen O’Connor’s 70th birthday: 19
February 1962.
The four foundation nurses, Mother Superior Cissie
McLaughlin and Sisters Marie Purcell, Greta Gabb and Patricia
Davoren quickly realised how much demand there was in the
city for their support. By 1969, seven years after the mission
started, they were conducting more than 3000 visits to local
homes every year, delivering food, clothing and nursing care
to anyone who needed it.
Sr Greta, now based at our Lady’s Nurses home in Coogee is
the only surviving Sister from the founding mission in
Newcastle and has fond memories from the three years she
spent there before returning to Coogee to prepare to take her
final vows.
“The Lions Club donated a little car for us and one of the big
challenges we faced was an Asian flu epidemic in 1963 and a
lot of our patients contracted that”, Sr Greta explained.
“We helped sick patients, often with no family to care for
them and carried out all the duties that a district nurse would.
But we went a bit further, by cleaning their houses and doing
the shopping for them as well”.
Sr Greta said one of the great traditions left by Eileen
O’Connor has been the care of patients wherever they live.
“You always went to where the patient was.
“Whether they lived near the duck pond at Centennial Park
or under a tree at Maroubra, that was their home and you
always did what the patient wanted or needed”, she said.

“We’ve never charged our patients and don’t accept
donations from them. Instead we rely upon providence
through donations from benefactors”.
“WHETHER THEY LIVED NEAR THE DUCK POND AT
CENTENNIAL PARK OR UNDER A TREE AT MAROUBRA, THAT
WAS THEIR HOME AND YOU ALWAYS DID WHAT THE PATIENT
WANTED OR NEEDED…”
Decades prior to the arrival of the Brown Nurses in
Newcastle, it’s clear that Eileen O’Connor herself had a special
affection for the city and its people and would have been
proud of the mission there.
At the height of World War One, in 1915, Eileen travelled on
her own to Newcastle to support the miners during a strike
over unfair working conditions.
Travelling on her own was a particularly courageous feat for
Eileen given she had battled a painful spinal condition,
transverse myelitis for most of her young life, which left her
unable to walk and confined to a wheelchair.
During her week-long visit to Newcastle, Eileen stayed at the
Grand Northern Hotel opposite the city’s main railway station
and attended Mass at the Redemptorist Monastery in
Mayfield. One of the Redemptorists’ priests, Fr Wally
Williamson CSSR carried Eileen into the church and he later
became well known to the Sisters, celebrating regular Mass at
Our Lady’s home in Merewether.
During Eileen’s visit to Newcastle, a concert was held to
honour her and raise money for Our Lady’s Nurses for the
Poor at St Joseph’s Convent at Lochinvar.
“She must have been a significant figure in the Catholic
community at that time to have been honoured in that way”,
explained Sr Margaret Mary Birgan.
In 2018, the Archdiocese of Sydney began examining the
cause for Eileen O’Connor’s beatification and canonisation and
anyone with “useful information” is invited to come forward
to assist Church authorities in Rome to consider Eileen’s cause.
Eileen’s legacy is today living on in Newcastle, not only
through the day-to-day efforts of Sr Margaret-Mary, but
through countless lay volunteers as well.
Primary school teacher, Ms Julianne Galbraith is a second
generation volunteer who was raised from a very young age to
support the mission of Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor in
Newcastle through her parents Alan and Ruth.
Her nieces and nephews have continued to support the
mission in Newcastle, with three generations committed to
playing their part to help Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor.
“As far back as the mid 1960s, I remember as a young girl,
seeing my father involved in the fundraisers for the Sisters,
including calling the “housie” in the Holy Family Primary school
hall in Merewether”, she explained.
“OUR LADY’S NURSES FOR THE POOR HAVE BEEN A
WONDERFUL ASSET TO NEWCASTLE. THEY HAVE NEVER
KNOCKED ANYONE BACK. THE DOOR IS ALWAYS OPEN TO
ANYONE WHO NEEDS HELP”.
“He also played an important role in organising regular
cabarets. He’d boast that he was responsible for discovering
the legendary entertainer Colleen Hewitt who he enlisted as a
performer at one of the cabarets!”
Over recent decades, Julianne and her family have played an
integral role in planning the largest annual fundraiser for the
Sisters: a fete day which was traditionally held on the last
Sunday in October and only stopped being held around three
years ago.

“My mum handmade girls’ dresses and boys’ pyjamas on
Saturday afternoons leading up to the fete. My dad visited the
fruit markets and the seafood markets gathering the food for
the fete and alongside my four brothers and two sisters, we
set up our own stall selling everything from sausage
sandwiches and donuts through to books and fresh flowers”,
she said.
“At the end of the day we would pack up and limp home
exhausted and wait for the news of how much money we had
managed to raise for the Sisters that year and they were
always extremely grateful for our efforts”.
Alongside Julianne’s father, Alan at the fetes was another
stalwart volunteer, Alan Bailey, who organised the chocolate
wheel at the event for 30 years.
“The St Vincent De Paul Society was very good to us in
Newcastle and they would lend us a van for the weekend of
the fete to cart around the tables, chairs and the goods for the
fete”, he said.
“Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor have been a wonderful asset
to Newcastle. They have never knocked anyone back. The
door is always open to anyone who needs help”.
As the people of Newcastle reflect on the indelible mark Our
Lady’s Nurses has left on the city over the past six decades,
there are growing calls for the mission to continue and to
share it with future generations.
“As a Catholic school teacher, I’ve been fortunate to invite
Sr Margaret-Mary into the classroom to speak with the
children about her work and the legacy of Eileen O’Connor. I’d
love to see more lay volunteers come forward to continue this
important work and I hope to do more of that work when I
retire from teaching”, Julianne said.
Aside from their unfailing support for the disadvantaged,
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor have supported local families in
Newcastle through their pastoral care for everyone, she
added.
“A MASS MARKING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR LADY’S
NURSES FOR THE POOR IN NEWCASTLE WILL BE HELD ON
SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY AT 9.30AM AT SACRED HEART
CATHEDRAL IN NEWCASTLE.”
“The nuns were like aunties to us. When my dad passed
away, Sr Margaret-Mary was comforting us at the hospital and
she was a reader at dad’s funeral Mass and so we’re very close
to her.
“The Sisters are just very humble and generous regardless of
a person’s creed or financial status: they serve everybody”.
A Mass marking the 60th Anniversary of Our Lady’s Nurses
for the Poor in Newcastle will be held on Sunday 20 February
at 9.30am at Sacred Heart Cathedral in Newcastle.
The public is welcome to attend. If you’re unable to attend in
person, the Mass will be livestreamed on the Diocese of
Maitland-Newcastle’s You Tube channel.
Author: Michael Kenny
This article first appeared in Catholic Weekly on 4 February
2022.
CONTINUING OUR JOURNEY…….BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF
GOD TOGETHER IN 2022 LENTEN REFLECTION
During Lent we are invited into prayer to renew and refocus
our relationship with God, with ourselves and others, so we
can fully celebrate the Paschal Mystery and live life to the full.
Continuing our synodal journey, you are invited to come
together in parishes, schools and across the Diocese, both face
-to-face and online, to remain connected during the season of
Lent.

ONLINE FORUM FOR PARISHES IMPLEMENTING LAUDATO SI’
This is a follow-up forum to an earlier event organised by
St Dominic’s Parish, Camberwell, Victoria, with the assistance
of the Parishes of Cheltenham and Highett. The Forum will
invite you to:
• Consider models and resources available to parishes for
implementing the Laudato Si’ message of care for our
common home
• Engage in Q&A around what initial steps can be taken to
build a systematic response to this pressing call.
Date & Time: Tuesday 8 March 2022, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm
Registration: Register free at https://www.trybooking.com/
BVHTM
SYNOD OF BISHOP’S
Have you taken up Pope Francis’ invitation to participate in a
global conversation about the Catholic Church? You still have
three weeks to make a submission to your local consultation
for the international Synod on Synodality, calling the People of
God to walk together in our mission as Christians. Submissions
close on February 27. Find out more at: https://
catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
BBI-TAITE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH OFFICE FOR JUSTICE,
ECOLOGY AND PEACE PRESENTS CATHOLIC SOCIAL
TEACHINGS FACILITATED BY DR SANDIE CORNISH
ONLINE- 16 WEEKS, 8 SESSIONS, STARTS 15 FEB 2022
Course fee $310 +GST per person, including all course
materials, tutorship and certificate of completion.
Online Registration www.bbi.catholic.edu.au/socialjustice
"AMORIS LAETITIA FAMILY YEAR “ 19 MARCH 2021- 26 JUNE
2022
The “Amoris Laetitia (The Joy of Love) Family Year” is an
initiative of Pope Francis, which aims to reach every family
around the world through several spiritual, pastoral and
cultural proposals that can be implemented within parishes,
dioceses, universities, ecclesial movements and family
associations.
Over the course of ten monthly episodes, hear the Holy
Father talk about each of the chapters of the Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, along with the testimonies of
different families who will share some aspects of their daily
lives.
This initiative is a joint collaboration between the Dicastery
for the Laity, Family and Life and Vatican News, and aims to
facilitate the reading of the Apostolic Exhortation, with the aid
of downloadable material prepared for personal and
community reflection.
To access this resource:
http://www.laityfamilylife.va/content/laityfamilylife/en/
amoris-laetitia/iniziative-e-risorse/10-video-amorislaetitia.html
PRAYING THE GOSPELS
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across
the Diocese from your own home. God speaks to us through
the words of the Gospel and then through artist's images of
the Gospel message. Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm.
Zoom
link:
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
Password: pray
For more information contact:
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

A PRAYER FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF A NEW BISHOP
Shepherding God
You reveal your way of unfailing love
in the image of the Good Shepherd
who seeks the lost,
shows compassion
knows and is known by the sheep
and lays down his life for them.
We your people of Maitland-Newcastle
are without a bishop to shepherd us.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS— 14TH FEBRUARY
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY
SAINT POLYCARP— 23RD FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY— 2ND MARCH
SAINTS PERPETUA AND FELICITY— 7TH MARCH
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH
PALM SUNDAY— 10TH APRIL
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 14TH APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 15TH APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 16TH APRIL

We ask that your Holy Spirit
who moves through this great south land,
inspire the choice of our new Bishop,
empower his ‘yes’
and open our hearts in hospitality and love.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Reg Callinan, Koby
Patricia Jones, Maureen Phillips.
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.

Smith,

Our Lady of Perpetual Help pray for us
Mary MacKillop of the Cross pray for us.
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our
Parish during these very different times. As cash is deemed a
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that
donations and payments be made electronically.
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are:
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or
5004 PG and Giver Number.
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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C
Sunday 13 Feb 2022

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you plead for us at the right hand of the Father: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God our Father
you gather us together
to hear your holy Word.
Help us to listen with open hearts
so that we will obey your will.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Jer 17:5-8
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah
A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on those who trust in the Lord.

The Lord says this:
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man,
who relies on things of flesh,
whose heart turns from the Lord.
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands:
if good comes, he has no eyes for it,
he settles in the parched places of the wilderness,
a salt land, uninhabited.
‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord,
with the Lord for his hope.
He is like a tree by the waterside
that thrusts its roots to the stream:
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when the heat comes it feels no alarm,
its foliage stays green;
it has no worries in a year of drought,
and never ceases to bear fruit.’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5
(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord.
1. Happy indeed is the man
who follows not the counsel of the wicked;
nor lingers in the way of sinners
nor sits in the company of scorners,
but whose delight is the law of the Lord
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.)
2. He is like a tree that is planted
beside the flowing waters,
that yields its fruit in due season
and whose leaves shall never fade;
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.)
3. Not so are the wicked, not so!
For they like winnowed chaff
shall be driven away by the wind.
For the Lord guards the way of the just
but the way of the wicked leads to doom. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain.

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how can some of you be saying
that there is no resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been
raised, and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in your sins. And what is more serious,
all who have died in Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we
are the most unfortunate of all people.
But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen
asleep.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Luke.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Lk 6:17. 20-26
Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich!

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a
large gathering of his disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and
from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him
and to be cured of their diseases.
Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said:
‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God.
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied.
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh.
‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as
criminal, on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for
then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the
prophets.
‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now.
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry.
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep.
‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated
the false prophets.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Why does Jesus’ sermon balance the blessings for the poor with the curses on the rich?
Q. What comfort can the poor and rejected take from this sermon?
Q. In what ways might this sermon be misinterpreted to avoid addressing the needs of the
poor?
Q. What implications does this gospel have for people with riches and success today?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:
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I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader:

They are blessed who put their trust in the Lord. Let us turn to God, our hope
and our delight.
Reader:
That the Church will continue to work for the poor and the oppressed.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That nations will work for justice and peace.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who endure hardship and suffering will be consoled.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who are nearing the end of this earthly pilgrimage will be ready to
meet their reward in heaven.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That this community will serve the needs of our brothers and sisters with love.
(pause)
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In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those discerning who will be called to be Bishop for our Church of
Maitland-Newcastle: May the Holy Spirit be their guide.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That all the sick and housebound will find comfort and healing with the gift of
Christ's presence, especially those in our community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That all who have died will enjoy the fullness of life with you in heaven,
especially those in our community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving God, your mercy knows no bounds to all who put their trust in you. Hear
our prayer and guide us in our work for the coming of your reign. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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