
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

FIFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B SUNDAY 07 FEBRUARY, 2021 
 

 

In today’s readings, God hears suffering and heals the brokenhearted. It’s not surprising that people flocked to 
Jesus, who responded to them by healing them and driving out demons.  
 
That is what Jesus was about in his ministry. That is what the disciples and all his followers have always been 
about. That is what we, too, are called to be doing. Hearing, and living the Gospel are ultimately about life, 
love and healing. There are as many ways to do this as there are committed Christians.  
 
Jesus’ compassion and healing of the sick is a sign of the Kingdom of God. Today, we 
continue to  extend Christ’s healing presence to others in the ministry to the sick. In the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, the Church prays for spiritual and physical 
healing, forgiveness of sins, and comfort for those who are suffering from illness 
 

 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   7th Feb  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  9th Feb 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday   14th Feb  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  16th Feb 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Wednesday 17th Feb Time TBA 
Ash Wednesday Mass— Morisset 
 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL via the                   
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .  
If you don’t have access to the App or the 
Internet  call the Parish Office on                         
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm              
Weekdays. 
When you come to Mass please be aware 
that the NSW Government requires you to 
check in and asks that those who are able to 
check in with a QR code do so. 
If you need help on how to Check in with a 
QR code  please see Juliet Hutchins. 
It is highly recommended that Face Masks 
should be worn in Places of Worship, on 
Public Transport, and those Carpooling. 
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact Fr Kevin on                         
02 4973 1537 . 

 



 
In September 2019, Pope Francis instituted the                        

celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God when                      
issuing the apostolic letter Aperuit Illis. The letter                             
encouraged the celebration, study and dissemination of the 
Word of God. 

While most countries will celebrate the day on the Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time, the Catholic Church in Australia 
celebrates the Sunday of the Word of God on the first                   
Sunday in February each year, starting with February 7 in 
2021. 

A number of resources to help individuals, families,                  
parishes, schools and other ministries commemorate the 
Sunday of the Word of God. Among ways Catholics and 
Catholic communities are being encouraged to mark the 
day are special display of Sacred Scripture or the Book of 
the Gospels, the establishment of Bible study groups or the 
adoption of lectio divina, a common practice of reflection 
on Scripture. 
 
REFLECTION: 7 February- 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time- 
WORD OF GOD Sunday 

As Fr Kevin Keim shared with us recently about the 
Word of God Sunday, and as Pam in last weeks Reflection 
said so beautifully, 

“We just need to listen, to really hear and to let Christ be 
our guide in our individual lives, in the way we interact in 
the community and as a Church.” 

It is an unfortunate fact that, we Catholics up until               
Vatican Two, did not have as close an association with the 
“Word of God’ as we should have. 

In our Liturgy, everything was in Latin, and unless you 
had a translated Missal, it was incomprehensible. The Word 
floated past our ears and we just sat and perhaps prayed 
the Rosary or vegetated. 

Vatican 2 noted the disconnect we had with the Word 
and strove to address this.  Our Lectionary became available 
in our own languages, but culture and routines were hard to 
shift.  We are still trying 50 years later. 

Pope Francis decreed the 3rd Sunday as “Word Of God 
Sunday”, in this Diocese, because of our Australia Day               
holiday/long weekend, we have delayed it until this week-
end.   

We are called to Listen to the Word in an “Intentional” 
way.  To reflect, to visualize and to discern what the Word 
of God means in our lives, today, tomorrow, and always. 

As a tool to do this, could I invite us all, this week, and in 
future, make it a practice to follow this practice: 

MYSTAGOGICAL REFLECTION: 
Listen to the Gospel being read. Close your eyes and 

really listen.  Then with the text in front of you, ask              
yourself: 

1. What happened?  (Recollection) 
What is really happening? Who is involved in the story? 
2. What did you notice? (Reflection) 
What pushed your buttons?  Perhaps what made you 

uncomfortable? 
3. What does it mean? (Catechesis) 
If something pushed your buttons, what is it telling 

you? 
4. What does it matter to you/us? (Connection) 
If it is disturbing you/us, what is the reason behind it? 
5. How will you live differently as a result of what you 

have heard? (Conversion) 
The Word of God is meant to be comforting,                      

challenging and inspiring.  What it is not is “boring”. 
This seemingly simple tool can be difficult for us at 

times.  We are not good at talking about feelings, we tend 
to go off and go straight to the “Religious” answer.  But, if 
we discipline ourselves to follow the process, our                           
reflections on what we have heard can be enriched and 
deepened, becoming a real focus to what is important in 
our lives. 

The Word of God is Eternal.  However, it speaks to us in 
our lives, in our times and in our situations and is always 
relevant.  We bring our own needs, our experiences, into 
our listening, and, if we do it well, there is always an                    
answer.  It may not be always a convenient answer, but it 
gives us the tools to make informed choices in our lives. 

Try it this week and see how it works!   Uta 
 
THE RITE OF ELECTION – SUNDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2021 
The Rite of Election on Sunday February 21 is an                             
opportunity to welcome all the catechumens who will be 
baptised in their parishes at the Easter Vigil [a catechumen 
is an unbaptised person whose search for meaning has 
brought them to the Catholic Church]. Join the People of 
God in witness and prayerful support of those who choose 
to become Catholic. 2.30pm Sacred Heart Cathedral                 
Newcastle West, followed by afternoon tea. Please RSVP 
for COVIDSafe catering numbers -                                                     
E sharon.murphy@mn.catholic.org.au or P 4979 1134.  
 
PALMS AUSTRALIA MISSION PLACEMENTS 
Palms Australia assists communities abroad with                              
professional skill development by matching Australian                   
professionals with a dedicated local counterpart.  
View the current opportunities for assignments abroad at: 
https://palms.org.au/assignments-abroad/current-
opportunities/?skills=project-manager 



AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY – VACCINES, VIRUSES 
AND VULNERABILITIES: CATHOLIC HEALTH AND CARE OF 
THE HUMAN PERSON 
On this year’s World Day of the Sick, we are bringing                            
together international experts and thought leaders to                     
discuss mental health, public health and the question of       
solidarity in the face of this global pandemic. 
Date: Thursday 11 February 2021 
Time: 12pm (AEDT) 
Cost: Free to participate 
Register by: Monday 8 February 2021 
Information and registration: acu.edu.au/WDOS2021 
 
A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL FOR CATHOLIC WOMEN 
(CACW) 
Following the disbandment of the Council for Australian 
Catholic Women (CACW) by the Australian Bishops                        
Conference local dioceses have been asked to develop their 
own consultative process.  The former Contact Group for 
the CACW has written to Bishop Bill, who has given his                  
verbal approval, to approve Statutes and Protocols for the 
formation of a diocesan Council for Women.  The first 
meeting of the proposed Council will be held 4pm at the           
Diocesan Offices on Thursday 11th February 2021.  All                  
interested people are invited to attend.  Please contact 
Yvonne Rohr at ymrohr@gmail.com or Helene O'Neill at      
Helene.ONeill@mn.catholic.org.au for further information. 
 
REFLECTION DAY WITH BISHOP BILL  
Anyone from anywhere across the diocese can attend any 
of these sessions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CLIMATE ACTION CONFERENCE: FUTURE DIRECTIONS! 
Hear from incredible guest speakers, stories of hope and 
stories of winning. 
Discuss the difference we as a faith group can make. 
Connect with others who care about this issue and workshop 
what our contribution to change will be! 
Date: Saturday 20 March 2021 
Time: 9am-5pm 
Register at: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/climate-
action-conference-future-directions-tickets-135449295489?
fbclid=IwAR2CMNXDVogLngzeUrsPWOKQjlU7u-
xXKHL1a38vwcUoRITj7qApKk8IZ0E 
 

 
 
 
 

Each week during this Lenten season, Caritas Australia is 
holding Virtual Immersion opportunities for parishes via 
Zoom video conferencing. These digital engagements will 
allow participants to focus on prayer and reflection, Catholic 
Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas                 
International Program staff. 
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour 
across Australia. You can register for a Virtual Immersion by 
going to lent.caritas.org.au.  
 
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to 
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about what 
is happening locally.  
 

 
 
 

Day  Date  Session  Time  Pastoral Region  Venue  

  
Tuesday 

  
April 13 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm   
Upper Hunter 

St Joseph’s High 
School, Segenhoe St 
Aberdeen 

Mass 5pm – 5.30pm 

Reflection 6pm – 8pm 

  
Wednesday 

  
April 14 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm   
Chisholm/ 
Vineyards 

All Saints College - 
St Mary’s Campus 
16 Grant St,   
Maitland 

Mass 5pm – 5.30pm 

Reflection 6pm – 8pm 

  
Thursday 

  
April 15 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm   
Blackbutt/ 
Port Stephens/ 
Eastlakes/City 

St Mary’s Immaculate 
Parish 
11 Milson St, 
Charlestown 

Mass 5pm – 5.30pm 

Reflection 6pm – 8pm 

  
Tuesday 

  
April 20 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm   
Northern 

Holy Name Parish 
33 Lake St, 
Forster 

Mass 5pm – 5.30pm 

Reflection 6pm – 8pm 

  
Thursday 

  
April 22 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm Macquarie/ West-
ern 

St Joseph’s Parish 
140 Wangi Rd, 
Toronto 

Mass 5pm – 5.30pm 

Reflection 6pm – 8pm 

  
Tuesday 

  
May 4 

Reflection 2.30pm – 4pm   
Blackbutt/Port 
Stephens/
Eastlakes/City 

Cathedral House 
Sacred Heart Cathe-
dral 
841 Hunter St 
Newcastle West 

  



 

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like                 
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family 
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.  
 

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be 
separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE SEE JUDGE ACT (SJA) SMALL GROUP 
Will gather in the Callinan Centre on Thursday 25th 

Feb at 9.30am – 11.10am gathering. The focus for our SJA 
will be the coming Sunday’s Gospel, and to consider how 
that text may 

1 speak to, or relate to one’s life in some way; 
2 to seek to identify how some practical action (or                  

attitudinal change) may be a suitable response to this 
listening to the Gospel text. Any action would particularly 
seek to serve the promotion of some form of loving 
change, or address some need- no matter how simple. 

The Gospel text is of the 2nd Sunday of Lent and is the 
Gospel of Mark Ch 9: 2-10 (the First Reading of the                    
Sunday Liturgy is always chosen to complement the                 
Gospel of the day. Reading this may assist in your                    
reflection upon the Gospel prior to our gathering. (“…
where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, I am there in their 
midst…”) 

Any inquiries of interest about the SJA group, please 
contact Fr Kevin 
 
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED 
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to               
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections 
and planned giving electronically online Electronic                  
payments can be made  at: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/                 
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank                  
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish                    
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. If you are a 
Planned Giver you need to put your giver number in the 
payment reference. 
 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINTS PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS— 6TH FEBRUARY 
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY 
ASH WEDNESDAY— 17TH FEBRUARY 
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY 
SAINT PATRICK— 17TH MARCH 
SAINT JOSEPH— 19TH MARCH 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 
PALM SUNDAY— 28TH MARCH 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 1ST APRIL 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Sophie L. Bird,                      
Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin,  Robert Jay. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal 
life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased:  
Rev Fr John Langtry . 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 J Shamley J Vipan 

PSALMIST: 9.30 M Shamley K Lendon 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander U France 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 J France G Hutchinson 
L Hutchinson 

SIGN IN 9.30 P Melvey J Hutchins 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 K Lendon M Foo 

USHER 9.30 K Amon J Douglas 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



LITURGY MATTERS: Initiation Matters 
At the Vigil Mass at the Cathedral on Saturday night (Jan 30) a young 
man named Travis celebrated his first communion. I was surprised at 
how that moment, and our communal acknowledgment of it in the         
Concluding Rites, lifted my heart and brought a smile to my face. 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 02, 2021 

Initiation matters because along with evangelisation, it is our core 
busines, the reason we exist as the community of the faithful. Together 
we have been sent to proclaim the Good News and baptise. We are      
reminded of that at the end of every Mass when the imperative of all 

the Dismissals is to ‘GO!’ ‘Get out of here!’ ‘Don’t dally.’ We are fed at the table of Word and Sacrament for the sake of our call to be 
missionary disciples 24/7. 

2020 was a challenging year for all of us for so many reasons. One of the central challenges for the faith community was that we could 
not pursue half of our core business. We were still able to evangelise, partly through our response to the pandemic: no hoarding of       
consumables by God’s missionary disciples; no putting self before concern for the wellbeing of the community; opening our hearts and 
minds to new ways to marking and celebrating God’s presence with us ... 

At the same time however, for a large part of 2020 we were not able to initiate people into the community. The preparation and             
celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation for children were suspended as we marked a fallow year. One of the last public liturgies we 
celebrated as a diocese before the first lockdown was the Rite of Election. This is a heart lifting celebration where catechumens from 
across the diocese gather with Bishop Bill and ‘sign up’ for baptism at Easter. From the Rite of Election, they are known as ‘The Elect’. 

Alas in 2020 the baptism of The Elect was delayed and delayed and delayed. This was a new experience for all of us and our parish 
communities had to find ways of staying connected with and holding The Elect until they could be Initiated.      

The good news is that it’s 2021 – Happy New Year! While we are still living with COVID-19 and its associated restrictions, the ministry 
of Initiation is back in business. 

The preparation and celebration of Sacraments of Initiation for children of a pre-catechetical age is resuming. The key question for 
this aspect of the ministry of Initiation is: what did we learn from our COVID experience and does that help us reimagine our processes 
of preparation and celebration of the sacraments with children? The Diocesan Liturgy Council prepared a  resource to help communities 
think through these issues and questions. There can be no going back to the way we did things. ‘Going back’ is not a behaviour                      
consistent with discipleship. Then there’s the glaring reality: what we were doing wasn’t working very well anyway! A couple of parishes 
are well on the way to reimagining the Sacraments of Initiation for children. They are a sign of hope in our midst. 

Preparation for the 2021 Rite of Election is well underway. We have had to reimagine this liturgy to ensure everyone remains COVID 
safe. It is being celebrated as always on the First Sunday of Lent, February 21, at 2.30 pm in the Cathedral. All details are on the flyer.  

‘What’s all this got to do with me?’ I hear you ask. 

One of the things people talk about missing in 2020 is the opportunities to gather for liturgy as a diocesan community. We missed the 
Catechists’ Mass and most importantly the Chrism Mass. We will continue to miss some of those favourite celebrations this year,             
including the Catholic Schools Office Called to Serve Mass and the launch of Project Compassion. These events will be marked in new 
ways. 

The blessing of our liturgical gatherings as a diocesan Church is that they remind us that we belong to a community that is larger than 
our parish or school or apostolic group. They remind us that to be catholic is to celebrate our diversity as the strength at the heart of 
our unity. They let me hear the loud voice of faith that raises the roof of the Cathedral as we respond in prayer and song with loud 
voice. I think we all find these occasions to be a ‘shot in the arm’ that renews our commitment and deepens our faith. I’ve missed that. 

We are moving forward. I therefore invite you, encourage you, and extoll you not to dally, but to seize the opportunities that are 
available as we begin to gather as a diocese once again. The Catechists’ Mass and the Rite of Election are both the first weekend of 
Lent. We will soon begin to reimagine what a COVID safe Chrism Mass will look like. 

People who know me and frequently ready Liturgy Matters know that I have dream for the Rite of Election. In a nutshell my dream is 
that a large community will gather to welcome the new members of ‘The Elect’. My dream is that when they look up, having signed the 
Book of the Elect on the altar with Bishop Bill, they see a large gathering of the Church of Maitland-Newcastle cheering them on. So 
please come and cheer and clap and stomp, just don’t sing! I can guarantee your heart will be lifted and your face stretched into a most 
joyous smile. Even if your community sends your catechumens from the parish Sunday Mass, I invite you still to come to the Rite of 
Election. There is plenty of room in the Cathedral, even given COVID restrictions. If you are able to come, please RSVP as per the flyer so 
there is enough afternoon tea for everyone!   

If your parish community is hoping to begin RCIA, the Rite of Election is a wonderful opportunity for a parish excursion to ‘come and 
see’. 

Initiation matters. Initiation is the responsibility of the whole community. Witnessing the initiation of others – their excitement,                    
passion, commitment – just like Travis on Saturday night does me good. I need to be reminded of what a precious gift my baptism is. It 
is the ground of our great commission to proclaim the Good news and baptise. 

Come and see. 

Acknowledgements 

Picture: © Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. all rights reserved. 

 



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

Sunday 07 Feb 2021 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you show compassion to those in need: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you suffered for our sake: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you came to preach the good news to all: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God  
your light shines brightly 
like a city on a hill-top. 
May our good works  
light up the world 
with your goodness and love. 

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Jb 7:1-4. 6-7 

A reading from the book of Job 

I am filled with sorrow all day long. 

Job began to speak: 

Is not man’s life on earth nothing more than pressed service, 
his time no better than hired drudgery? 
Like the slave, sighing for the shade, 
or the workman with no thought but his wages, 
months of delusion I have assigned to me, 
nothing for my own but nights of grief. 
Lying in bed I wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ 
Risen I think, ‘How slowly evening comes!’ 
Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. 
Swifter than a weaver’s shuttle my days have passed, 
and vanished, leaving no hope behind. 
Remember that my life is but a breath, 
and that my eyes will never again see joy. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 146:1-6. R. v.3 

(R.) Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted. 

 
1. Praise the Lord for he is good;  

sing to our God for he is loving: 
to him our praise is due. (R.) 

2. The Lord builds up Jerusalem  
and brings back Israel’s exiles, 
he heals the broken-hearted, 
he binds up all their wounds. 
He fixes the number of the stars; 
he calls each one by its name. (R.) 

3. Our Lord is great and almighty;  
his wisdom can never be measured. 
The Lord raises the lowly; 
he humbles the wicked to the dust. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

1 Cor 9:16-19. 22-23 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Punishment will come to me if I do not preach the Gospel. 

I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which has been laid on me; I should be 
punished if I did not preach it! If I had chosen this work myself, I might have been paid for it, 
but as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been put into my hands. Do you know what 
my reward is? It is this: in my preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and not insist 
on the rights which the gospel gives me. 

So though I am not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of everyone so as to win 
as many as I could. For the weak I made myself weak. I made myself all things to all men in 
order to save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the gospel, to have a share in 
its blessings. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mk 1:29-39 

He cured many who suffered from diseases of one kind or another. 

On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John straight to the house of Simon and 
Andrew. Now Simon’s mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him about her 
straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand and helped her up. And the fever left her 
and she began to wait on them. 

That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all who were sick and those who were 
possessed by devils. The whole town came crowding round the door, and he cured many who 
were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; he also cast out many devils, but he 
would not allow them to speak, because they knew who he was. 

In the morning, long before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a lonely place 
and prayed there. Simon and his companions set out in search of him, and when they found 
him they said, ‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go elsewhere, to the 
neighbouring country towns, so that I can preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And 
he went all through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out devils. 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
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All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What is the significance of Jesus healing by touch alone? 

Q. Why might people like Simon’s mother-in-law recognise Jesus as the Messiah when the 
disciples don’t? 

Q. Why was illness so often attributed to possession? 

Q. Where and when do you find prayer most powerful? 

Q. How can you better follow Jesus’ example of using prayer in the busy times? 

 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Sisters and brothers, in body and soul let us bring our intentions before God.  

Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Francis, will stifle division and weakness in the Holy 
Church.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all who work with victims of violence will relieve hopelessness and instil 
peace and calm.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those struggling with their faith will call on Christ and find relief from their 
sorrow.   

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community will show charity and compassion in our visits to the 
bereaved and the lonely.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the sick and housebound will find healing joy in Christ, especially those listed 
in the bulletin and in our families.  

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That those who have died will be called by name and live forever with the Lord, 
especially those listed in the bulletin and in our families. 

(pause) 

In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: Loving Father, your Son bore our sin and endured our suffering. Hear our prayers 
and help us to live strong in faith as we celebrate the glory of his resurrection. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 

and protect us 

now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved.  
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