
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

FOURTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C SUNDAY 30 JANUARY 2022 
              

In  todays Gospel Jesus visits Nazareth his hometown, and like many prophets before him, Jesus was not embraced 
with loving arms.  
 
Regrettably too often, religion brings out the worst in people. Religion becomes associated with narrow-mindedness, 
small heartedness and intolerance. It’s possible to be prejudiced or biased without being fully aware of it. It’s possible 
to ‘leave our faith at the door.’ But religion can also bring out the best in people. True religion can liberate the heart 
and mind. 
 
We Christians/Catholics, are meant to be counter-cultural to the anti-Gospel attitudes and 
practices around us. We do so not out of arrogance but out of the authentic joining to the mind 
and heart of Christ.  
 
May we have the courage to follow the example of Christ and live fully the demands of 
Christian discipleship. 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday  30th January  9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  1st February 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  6th February  9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Tuesday  8th February 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING REQUIRED 
As we are still required to Physical Distance 
1.5m apart only those who have booked in 
will be guaranteed to have a  seat. Use the 
BOOK FOR SERVICES button on the Parish             
Website, or the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com.  
 
SERVICE NSW APP CHECK-IN REQUIRED 
Everyone is required to electronically check-
in via the Service NSW App using a QR Code 
when they come to the Church, Centre, and 
Office or have someone do it for them. 
 
MASKS REQUIRED 
Everyone over the age of 12 is required by 
NSW Health to wear a Mask that covers the 
nose and mouth indoors or while waiting to 
come inside. 
 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME            
YEAR C – 30TH JANUARY, 2022 

Luke’s Gospel follows the public ministry of Christ in more 
detail than the other Evangelists. 

To understand the significance of what happens in today’s 
Gospel, we need to recall the events of last week’s Gospel 
and to have some understanding of Jewish society of the 
time.  

While the Jews had the one temple in Jerusalem where   
sacrifices could be offered, each small town had a synagogue 
where pious Jews (and those concerned with keeping up              
appearances) gathered each Sabbath to reflect on the Law 
and the scriptures. Jesus, a devout Jew, was no exception. On 
this occasion in Nazara he read the words of Isaiah: he sent 
me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to 
captives, to the blind new sight and to set the downtrodden 
free. In effect, on this occasion Jesus was making a public 
statement of who he was and what his purpose was. 

Initially, the Jews were very favourably impressed by his 
eloquence but the mood soon changed. When Jesus claimed, 
This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen, he was           
indicating the fulfilment of the text in himself. They began to 
question who was this man to make such a claim. These were 
the people among whom Jesus was raised, the son of Joseph, 
the local carpenter. He provoked them even further by                 
reminding them that their venerated prophets, Elijah and 
Elisha, rendered assistance, not to Israelis, but to Gentiles, a 
Sidonian widow and a Syrian leper.  

The people of Israel considered themselves to be God’s        
chosen people and the promised Messiah was coming to free 
them. They saw people who were afflicted in some way, as 
being punished for their sins. Yet, here was Jesus focusing all 
attention on the marginalised and suffering and then not        
exclusively on his own people. When he tells them that “no 
prophet is ever accepted in his own country”, he seems to be 
claiming that status for himself and even more as he had told 
them previously, The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, 
for he has anointed me. All of this to them was blasphemy! 
Hostility grew and the mob mentality took over. No wonder 
they sought to kill him! But Christ had come to offer another 
way of being and it was offered to all of human kind! Its basis 
was love. 

The challenge for us today is to take up our role as followers 
of Jesus, living as Christ wants us to live and playing our part 
in achieving what he came to do – being there for people in 
need, doing what we can to assist the poor and the                              
marginalised, showing the same compassion that Christ did. 

In his sacrifice of his own life for us, Christ demonstrated 
perfect love. In his beautiful epistle to the Corinthians, Paul 
describes this perfect love: always patient and kind, never 
jealous, boastful or conceited, rude or selfish; it does not take 
offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other 
people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to 
excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever comes. Love 
is essential in human relationships and how wonderful our 
families and our society would be if we could love in this way.  

All we can do is strive to love better than we do at the                   
moment, in our families and in our acceptance of each other, 
whatever our differences. Paul stresses that there are three 
things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of 
these is love. 

Let us work on how we show our love this week.                                                 
Pam Melvey        

FAITH MATTERS | SHARE YOUR STORY 
Each fortnight Faith Matters aims to explores individuals and 
communities rich experience of their faith.  
We invite you to share your faith story.  
Everyone has a story.  
No matter how ordinary yours may seem, we all have a story 
to tell and you never know what it can mean to someone until 
you share it.  
You could use the following questions as a guide.  

• Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How 
did they do that? 

• Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? 
What made them significant? 

• How has your faith been reflected in your work, your hob-
bies, your values, your choices, and your priorities at various 
times in your life? 

• In what ways has your faith guided and supported you 
over your lifetime? How has your church/faith community 
guided and supported you? 
We hope to use the stories as part of a Faith Matters.  
For more information or if you would like to be interviewed, 
please contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au or send 
your story to shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au. 
 
SOUTHLAKES CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

A Interdenominational Service will be held at  - 6pm Sunday 
evening, on 13 February.  You are invited to attend this special 
service in support of the many dedicated Christians who give 
of their time to teach Scripture in our local Public Schools – 
both at the Primary and High Schools levels.  In attendance will 
be Scripture teachers of various faiths to pray and be                            
commissioned to go in the name of Christ. 

 Our host church this year is: 
Avondale Memorial SDA Church 
584-586 Freemans Drive, Cooranbong 
 Please join us as the 2022 school year begins and children 

are challenged as they learn about Jesus.  A light Supper will 
be served at the conclusion of the service.  For more                          
information, please contact Desiree on 0407 581 343. 

mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au


 
VOLCANO AND TSUNAMI EMERGENCY IN TONGA 

Tonga has been cut off from the rest of the world following a 
violent underwater volcano eruption on 15 January that           
triggered tsunamis, destroyed telecommunications and 
blanketed the Pacific island nation in ash.   

There are reports that some coastal communities in Fiji and 
Vanuatu have been damaged by large waves and tsunami 
warnings were also issued across the Pacific, Australia, US and 
Japan.   

We are currently working to restore communications with 
our local partners to assess the situation on the ground and 
determine the most urgent needs. The volcanic ash is          
hampering emergency flights into the country and the damage 
to telecommunications infrastructure has made it difficult to 
get in contact with affected communities.   

There are fears that the volcanic ash and saltwater                            
inundation from the tsunami waves may contaminate drinking 
water and threaten the health and safety of vulnerable                     
communities.   

Your urgent support is needed today to help communities 
affected by this disaster. You can donate at Mass this Sunday  
30th Jan or call 1800 024 413 toll free or online at:  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
pacific/ 

 

CARITAS PROJECT COMPASSION LAUNCH 
Will be held on Tuesday 1st March 2022 between 10:30 AM - 

1:30 PM. This will be a virtual event, more details to come. 
 

SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY 
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Presbytery BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 
Keep up to date with everything that is happening in the    
Diocese at: https://www.mnnews.today/ 

 

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

LISTENING TO OUR NEIGHBOURS 
Rising sea levels, bigger king tides, more frequent and severe 

storms, coastal erosion, coral bleaching, and decreasing fish 
stocks are already a daily reality for Pacific island nations.19 
Some islands are in imminent danger of disappearing beneath 
the waves and their communities are facing the painful task of 
relocating. Merineta from Tuvalu explains: 

“As a mother of a seven-month-old baby I am worried about 
his future and his life - all the children of Tuvalu have a right to 
life - a right to an environment with good quality. I love my 
country, I love my people and traditions, I love my culture and I 
don’t want to lose them because of climate change. We all 
want to stay in our own lands because it defines who we are. 
We don’t want to migrate or relocate.” 

Recognising this tragedy, the Migrant and Refugee Section 
of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human                    
Development has released a detailed document on the                      
pastoral care of people displaced by the climate emergency. 
Archbishop Peter Loy Chong of Fiji notes that extractive                      
activities like gravel and stone quarrying, black sand mining, 
the dredging of coral reefs, deep sea mining, and felling                    
forests for palm plantations are harming both the natural and 
social environments of many Pacific nations. 

“By displacing or sowing discord among local communities” 
they damage “the connectivity of family, tribe, clan that has 
been formed over many years,” he explains.  As President of 
the Federation of Catholic Bishops Conferences of Oceania, 
Archbishop Loy Chong is currently proposing an Assembly on 
the Oceans. As Marlene Moses, former Nauruan Ambassador 
to the United Nations, points out: “For the people of small 
islands, understanding the importance of the ocean to human 
survival is as natural as breathing. If the ocean is healthy, we 
are healthy; if the future of the ocean is uncertain, so is ours.” 

This is not a matter for the peoples of the Pacific alone.                 
Pedro Walpole SJ explains that the rain that feeds the rivers 
and sustains the tropical forests of Australia and Asia depends 
on weather patterns determined by moisture-bearing winds 
that are like a river above Asia and the Pacific: 

“All of it is kept alive by this river above. It’s beautiful. It’s so 
integral. If you want a picture of how to live, it’s all there in 
this river above. That’s what gives life to the whole of Asia.” 

Pages 6-7 of the Social Justice Statement 2021-2022. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Will be held on Friday 4th of March, this year Morisset                   
Baptist Church will be hosting our local event. If you would like 
to be involved in the planning of this day please attend the 
planning meeting which will be held on Tuesday 8th of                     
February at 10am in the Morisset Baptist Church located on 
the corner of Fishery Point Rd and Pulbah St Morisset. 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT JOHN BOSCO— 31ST JANUARY 
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD—2ND FEBRUARY 
SAINT AGATHA— 5TH FEBRUARY 
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY 
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS— 14TH FEBRUARY 
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY 
SAINT POLYCARP— 23RD FEBRUARY 
ASH WEDNESDAY— 2ND MARCH 
SAINTS PERPETUA AND FELICITY— 7TH MARCH 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Reg Callinan, Kobe Smith, Patricia Jones, Maureen Phillips,                
Dan Joyce, Bruce Gillett , William Eggins, Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass H White 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Melvey K Amon 

PSALMIST: 9.30 H White L McRae 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 H White L McRae 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo XXXX 

AV: 9.30 U France T Alexander 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 TBA L & G Hutchinson 

SIGN-IN 9.30 H White 
T Alexander 

K Amon 
J Vipan 

USHERS 9.30 R Hay 
J France 

K Lendon 
B Hutcheson 

CLEANING 9.30 COVID TEAM COVID TEAM 



In the 2021-2022 Social Justice Statement Cry of the Earth, 
Cry of the Poor, Pope Francis reminds us that encounter, 
dialogue, and listening with an open heart enable God’s 
transforming love to move more powerfully in the world. 

Yet when faced with complex interrelated crises – the 
pandemic, the ecological crisis, the economic crisis, 
hunger, threats to peace and security – we can find 
ourselves overwhelmed by information or bogged down in 
disagreements about details. In the Statement we hear the 
true stories of people’s experience, look at reality through the 
eyes of those most affected, and listen with an open heart to 
the stories that they tell. 

Our task is to listen to people, to the earth, and to all of God’s 
creation, since every created thing is interconnected, this 
speaks of the wellbeing of each part and of the whole and 
reveals something of the Creator. The Statement draws from 
Scripture, from the theological tradition, from Catholic social 
justice teachings and from the wisdom of the world, including 
insights of the First Nations peoples. All these are placed in 
dialogue with human experience. 

This year, the Statement offers some theological foundations 
for a genuinely Christian response to the Cry of the Earth 
and Cry of the Poor: creation in and through the Trinity; 
the sacramentality of all created things; the wonder and 
beauty available to the contemplative eye; and the need for 
conversion and change of life. Our hope is that these will 
ground and inspire comprehensive and effective responses 
not only from the Catholic community, but from all who want 
to care for our common home in this time of great need.

Entries close Friday 29 April 
Delivered to Catholic Schools Office reception, 
841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 2302

Exhibition date Saturday May 21

Location TBA 

Time 2pm– 5pm

Categories   
Stage 3, Stage 4, Stage 5, Stage 6, Adult

For more information contact  
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

$150 PRIZE FOR EACH CATEGORY!

ART 
EXHI 
BITION

SOCIAL JUSTICE

 2022

Artists are invited to create a work based on the 
themes found in the Social Justice Statement. 
Works can be 2 or 3 dimensional no larger than  
1 x 1 metres. 

Name, title of work, school, parish and phone 
number clearly labelled on the back. This 
information, plus a 150 word (maximum) artist 
statement, must accompany the work and be 
emailed before 29 April through to  
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  S T A T E M E N T  2 0 2 1 – 2 2 

CRY OF THE EARTH 
CRY OF THE POOR

SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT – CRY OF THE EARTH, CRY OF THE POOR



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

Sunday 30 Jan 2022 
 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
 Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 
Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 
Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you call us to love one another: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are our strength in times of trial: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you show us the way to the Father: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Grant us, Lord our God, 
that we may honour you with all our mind, 
and love everyone in truth of heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Jer 1:4-5. 17-19 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 

In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you came to birth I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 
So now brace yourself for action. 
Stand up and tell them 
all I command you. 
Do not be dismayed at their presence, 
or in their presence I will make you dismayed. 
I, for my part, today will make you 
into a fortified city, 
a pillar of iron, 
and a wall of bronze 
to confront all this land: 
the kings of Judah, its princes, 
its priests and the country people. 
They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, 
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for I am with you to deliver you – 
it is the Lord who speaks.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17. R. v.15 
(R.) I will sing of your salvation. 
1. In you, O Lord, I take refuge;  

let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice rescue me, free me: 
pay heed to me and save me. (R.) 

2. Be a rock where I can take refuge,  
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hand of the wicked. (R.) 

3. It is you, O Lord, who are my hope,  
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have leaned from my birth, 
from my mother’s womb you have been my help. (R.) 

4. My lips will tell of your justice  
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
and I proclaim your wonders still. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
1 Cor 12:31 – 13:13 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

There are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is love. 

Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that is better than any 
of them. 
If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I am simply a gong 
booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have the gift of prophecy, understanding all the mysteries 
there are, and knowing everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, 
but without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I possess, piece by piece, 
and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am without love, it will do me no good 
whatever. 
Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never boastful or conceited; it is 
never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure 
in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to 
hope, and to endure whatever comes. 
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Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the time will come when 
they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not continue for ever; and knowledge – for 
this, too, the time will come when it must fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our 
prophesying is imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear. 
When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and argue like a child, 
but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind me. Now we are seeing a dim 
reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be seeing face to face. The knowledge that I have 
now is imperfect; but then I shall know as fully as I am known. 
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of these is 
love. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Lk 4:21-30 

Jesus, like Elijah and Elisha, was not sent only to the Jews. 

Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ 
And he won the approval of all, and they were astonished by the gracious words that came 
from his lips. 
They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ But he replied, ‘No doubt you will quote me the 
saying, “Physician, heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that happened in 
Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside.”’ And he went on, ‘I tell you 
solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country. 
‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained 
shut for three years and six months and a great famine raged throughout the land, but 
Elijah was not sent to any one of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian 
town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there were many lepers in Israel, but none of these 
was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.’ 
When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They sprang to their feet 
and hustled him out of the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill their town 
was built on, intending to throw him down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and 
walked away. 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 
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Reflection on the Word 
A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. What does the fact that Jesus read from scripture and preached in the synagogue tell us 
about him? 
Q. How does the initial approval and later rejection of Jesus reflect other events in his life? 
Q. What might be a modern parallel to the stories about Elijah and Elisha? 
Q. Have you ever been guilty of not accepting someone you knew who started on a new 
direction? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Brothers and Sisters, let us bring our intentions before the Lord, our salvation and 

refuge.  
Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Francis, will continue to guide the church in 

compassion and love.  
(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
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Reader: That unborn babies will be kept secure from all harm and be born safely in 
God’s love.  

(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That conflict between nations will be resolved through mutual respect and 

humility.  
(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will abandon physical possessions and place our 

hope in the Lord of salvation.  
(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That through God’s love all the sick will be set free of pain and discomfort, 

especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who have died will see the face of God in his eternal kingdom of life, 

especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your kindness: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving Father, you grant us the Good News through your Words of life.  Hear our 

prayers and help us become one people of faith, hope and love as we gather in your 
name.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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