PALM SUNDAY YEAR B SUNDAY 28 MARCH, 2021

Today on Palm Sunday, we commence the great week of the liturgical year called Holy Week,
and each year on this Sunday, the Church reads an account of the Passion of Jesus.
Our celebration of the Gospel is nothing less than a school for learning how to transform the
world. Palm Sunday is a staging area for our mission to the world. After his arrest in the
garden, Jesus challenged the courts, both sacred and secular, to expose false
assumptions and injustice against the innocent.
Holy Week is our invitation to enter more deeply into the life of Christ, which is
our own life and vocation from birth and baptism. Jesus is in the world through
us. If we do not imitate him, our world will not know Easter

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
28th Mar 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset
Tuesday
30th Mar 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Thursday
1st Apr 7pm
Mass— Morisset
Friday
2nd Apr 3pm
Mass— Morisset
Saturday
3rd Apr 7.30pm
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
4th Apr 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
6th Mar 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
Or call the Parish Office on 02 4973 6859
between 9am & 2pm Weekdays.
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be
aware that the NSW Government requires
you to check in and asks that those who are
able to check in with a QR code do so.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
PASTORAL CARE
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
If you would like to speak with or see a
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
priest please contact Fr Kevin on
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the 02 4973 1537 .
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

REFLECTION FOR PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF
THE LORD. YR B. 28/3/21
As we begin our journey through this Passion Tide, during another year of uncertainties, let us ask for help in our
trials, & seek courage & strength from the trial & death
Jesus suffered for all mankind.
Passion Sunday, as the name implies, offers a meditation on our Lord's Passion which will unfold & be celebrated more specifically at the end of the week.
We should not look on the Cross as a curse, but a blessing! It is inseparable from Christianity- an outward sign of
our allegiance to God our Father & Jesus, his Son, who
gave his life for all mankind. We are asked to relive on
earth the life of Christ, so our task not only consists of
spreading his Gospel & practising his love, but sharing
personally his sacrifice on the Cross which he will continue to offer to us until the end of time.
THIS Christian way of life is seen & voiced as foolishness
by many unbelievers in our world today, BUT it is counteracted by countless numbers of faithful followers-- ALL
of US & our Leaders-- as well as those who fear for the
future of the Church, the sick, the lonely, the misunderstood, the oppressed & persecuted - collectively, we are
the ones who hold firm to the belief that it is still the
height of wisdom, handed down to us from the Apostles,
& we all aspire to be unwavering in our belief & loyalty to
Christ.
It is precisely through our faithfulness that our Heavenly
Father can still see his beloved Son in the spiritual wilderness of our world today & we are assured that He will
remain faithful to us until the end of time!
Our part of the Gospel reading today begins as Jesus is
appearing before the Sanhedrin. This legal Institution
formed the Supreme Council of Jews which controlled
both the Civil & Religious Law & was made up of either 23
or 71 members, including Pharisees & Sadducees. The
head of the Council was the High Priest, who at the time
of Jesus was Caiaphas. They controlled the issues, concerns & affairs of the Jewish people in Palestine -HOWEVER- they could NOT sentence someone to DEATH-only the Romans had the power to do that! When Jesus
was brought before them he was accused of blasphemy
by claiming he had God-like powers- in reality they had
already formed a plan as they sent him off to Pilate.
Now Pilate was under great pressure from the angry
crowd - who had been influenced by the Sanhedrin- and
fearful of damaging his relationship with the leaders, he
eventually gave in to the crowd, and released Barabbas to
them after ordering Jesus to be crucified.
Today, as our community gathered, we placed ourselves
in the crowds with the children who ran to meet Jesus,
waving Palm branches, crying out "Hosanna in the highest, blessed are you who have come in your abundant
mercy!" Then, we all held high our Palm branches to be
blest with Holy Water, praying that we would recall his
entry into Jerusalem & follow in his footsteps.
As we journey through Holy Week, let us not be like the
crowds who cried "Hosanna" one day & "Crucify him" a

few days later! Like Peter & the Apostles, we too can be
fickle followers of Jesus. On the other hand, we should
not imitate Judas & despair at our infidelity- - - rather, let
us look to Jesus with confidence-- He who allowed his
blood to be poured out for many "for the forgiveness is
sins".
Perhaps we could try a couple of St Mary McKillop's
suggestions -"Let us begin again in real earnestness"
"Let us be faithful in little things"
Archbishop Desmond Tutu has some advice
"Do your little bit of good where you are.....it is those
little bits of good put together that overwhelm the world"
Heather White
WHAT ABOUT THE NEXT TWEC DINNER?
Like so many events, the TWEC Dinner was unable to be
held in 2020. There is still a lot of uncertainty and until
the coronavirus vaccine is freely available, that situation is
likely to remain.
Also, many members of the diocesan community are
preparing for the second and third sessions of the
Diocesan Synod, to be held in May and November
respectively. This initiative is an opportunity for the
People of God in Maitland-Newcastle to move closer to
the reign of God which was the overarching hope of the
Tenison Woods Education Centre from its foundation.
Currently suitable dinner venues must adhere to COVID19 safety requirements and as we all know, that situation
can change quickly.
Accordingly the TWEC Dinner Committee has discerned
that it is not possible to hold a dinner in 2021. The
Committee will certainly monitor the situation and is
hopeful of announcing a dinner early in 2022.
CONSULTATION FOR WOMEN
Catholic women are being invited to participate in a
national consultation via Zoom on March 27. The event
invites women to articulate and celebrate their
contribution to and vision for the mission of the Catholic
Church in Australia. The event is being organised by the
Bishops Commission for Evangelisation, Laity and
Ministry.
Find
more
information
at:
www.nce.catholic.org.au/catholicwomen
GLOBAL CATHOLIC EARTHCARE LENTEN IDEAS
The Global Catholic Earthcare Movement is sharing a
calendar to help with the work of Project Compassion and
share some Lenten ideas. You can view the calendar at:
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/media/4594/
calendario-lent_en_.pdf
MARCH AURORA
Copies of the March Aurora are available at the back of
the Church or alternately you can view it online at:
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/aurora/

Halima is raising two children
in a Bangladeshi refugee camp
while caring for her mother,
who has a disability. A Caritas
Australia-supported program
helped her with a shelter,
cooking equipment and hygiene training. Halima now
earns a small income as a trainer, helping to maintain the
health and cleanliness of her community.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to so this
transformational program can continue to empower
vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen
the communities around them.
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by
visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
or
phoning 1800 024 413.
WAY OF THE CROSS
This week as we conclude the Building our Kingdom of
God Together, Our Journey, Engaging in Contemplative
Dialogue experience, we turn our attention to Holy Week
and the Way of the Cross.
ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED MARCH 23, 2021
Devotion of the Stations of the Cross goes back to the
time when early pilgrims visited the holy sites in
Jerusalem.
During these pilgrimages travellers called to mind the last
moments in the life of Jesus by praying at the sites
associated with Jesus' suffering and death.
This practice was so moving that many Christians who
were unable to travel to the Holy Land desired to do the
same thing, and so Stations of the Cross were set up in
churches.
During the Stations of the Cross we follow Jesus Christ in
his passion and see ourselves reflected in him. To face
life's dark side in ourselves and in our world, we need
images of hope, and Jesus offers such hope in his journey
to the cross and in his resurrection from the dead. By
accompanying him on the Way of the Cross, we touch into
the pain, desolation and courage of Jesus and learn to
place our trust in God who in Jesus transforms death into
new life.
As we follow Jesus on his journey, we begin to see in the
sufferings of Jesus our own struggles mirrored in his. Each
of us in our own way experiences the pain of the human
condition: sickness reminds us of the vulnerability of our
bodies, relationships break down, friends betray us, we
stand by helplessly as those whom we love, suffer.
For more information on the Way of the Cross, and to
view the Diocesan 2021 Video please go to: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/way-of-the-cross/

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

EASTER SERVICES :
This year we will be celebrating the Easter Triduum at
Morisset with the assistance of Fr Kevin as Presider.
This means that we will have:
1 Holy Thursday- the Mass of the Lord’s Supper -1
April @ 7.00 pm
2 Good Friday- Service 2 April @ 3.00pm
3 Easter Vigil- Mass
3 April @ 7.30pm
4 Easter Sunday Mass 4 April @ 9.30am
Bookings for services are essential at : http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com, the Eventbrite App
or the book for services button on the parish website :
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/ or if you don’t
have access to the internet or App you can call the
Parish Office Weekdays between 9am & 2pm.

REFLECTION DAY WITH BISHOP BILL
As we move closer to Session Two of Synod, you are
invited to listen and contemplate as Bishop Bill reflects
on:
Francis’s vision of our future Church our Australian
experience future possibilities.
The two-hour presentation will include questions for
dialogue and afternoon tea/supper.
Bishop Bill will present his reflection in a variety of locations across the Diocese, repeated both before and
after Mass. Attendees can choose which reflection session they would prefer to attend. Registration before
the day is essential. To register go to: https://
www.domnsynod.com.au/get-involved/reflectiondays-with-bishop-bill/
In each location
Reflection 1 will occur between 2.30pm-4.30pm
Mass will be held between 5pm-5.30pm
Reflection 2 will occur between 6pm-8pm
DIOCESAN VOCATIONS TEAM - EXPRESSIONS OF
INTEREST
The Bishop is seeking to establish a new Diocesan
Vocations Team. Expressions of interest are sought
from the clergy, religious and lay members of the
Diocesan community who believe they are able to make
a contribution to the life of the Diocese via the Team.
Register via the online form found at http://bit.ly/
DioVTEoI. Submissions will close at 5pm on Friday 9
April 2021.
DIOCESE EASTER MASS TIMES
Easter Mass times are now available here: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/easter-mass-times
Please be mindful that due to COVID restrictions,
limited spaces are available, and some parishes will
require
you
to
register
before
Mass.
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about
what is happening locally.

Each week during this Lenten
season, Caritas Australia is holding Virtual Immersion
opportunities for parishes via Zoom video
conferencing. These digital engagements will allow
participants to focus on prayer and reflection, Catholic
Social Teaching and an interview and Q&A with Caritas
International Program staff.
Sessions will run Tuesdays and Thursdays for one hour
across Australia. You can register for a Virtual
Immersion by going to lent.caritas.org.au.
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
NSW Health deems cash a COVID-19 transmission
hazard and we have been asked by the NSW
Government to encourage parishioners to contribute
to the collections and planned giving electronically
online Electronic payments can be made at: https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. If you are a
Planned Giver you need to put your giver number in
the payment reference.
WEEKEND ROSTERS

THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Presiders

9.30

J France

Mass

PROCLAIMERS:

9.30

M Shamley

H White
Kay Amon

PSALMIST:

9.30

J Shamley

B Nowak

UNIVERSAL
PRAYER

9.30

J Shamley

R Hay

SERVERS

9.30

XXXX

M Melvey

AV:

9.30

U France

J Douglas

SOUND/ VIDEO:

9.30

G Hutchinson
L Hutchinson

G Hutchinson
L Hutchinson

SIGN IN

9.30

J Hutchins

M Gray

TEMPERATURE

9.30

M Foo

T Alexander

USHER

9.30

J Douglas

A Walker

COMMUNION
USHERS

9.30

COVID-19 Safety
Team

B Cox
G Walker
P Herbert

CLEANERS

9.30

COVID-19
Safety Team

COVID-19
Safety Team

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
PALM SUNDAY— 28TH MARCH
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 1ST APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 2ND APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 3RD APRIL
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION— 4TH APRIL
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL
SAINT PETER CHANEL— 28TH APRIL
SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA— 29TH APRIL
SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES— 3RD MAY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Matthew & Terezie Dunstan, Michelle Clipsham, Mark Patrick,
Fr Geoff Mulhearn, Fr Glen Baker, Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill,
Helen Martin, Therese Strategos, Bill Eckersley,
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Sophie L. Bird, Robert Jay.

Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy
laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.

HOLY WEEK MINISTRIES ROSTERS
2021
Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Thursday 1st April 2021 7pm
Procession of Oils

Sick
Catechumens
Chrism

Proclaimer
Psalmist
Server
AV
Sound/Video
COVID TEAMS:
Temp:
Sign In
Usher

Patricia Herbert
Heather White
Therese Alexander

Pam Melvey
Kay Amon
Brenda Hutcheson
Heather White
Monica Gray
Mal Melvey
Therese Alexander
Lisa & Geoff Hutchinson
COMMUNION USHERS
Rod Hay
Svetlanna Mkrtchyan

Good Friday Service: 2nd April 2021 3.00pm
Proclaimer 1.
Psalmist
Proclaimer 2
Gospel Narrator
Jesus
Other
Crowd
Altar Servers
AV Operator
Sound/Video
COVID TEAMS:
Temperature- Michell Foo
Sign In- Brenda Hutcheson (H White)
Usher: -Rod Hay

Maureen Shamley
Janine Shamley
Maureen Shamley
John France
Fr Kevin Corrigan
Grace Soley
Michell Foo
M Melvey
Uta France
Lisa & Geoff Hutchinson
Adoration of Cross/Communion
Bev Cox
Alan Walker
Gayle Walker

VIGIL: Saturday 3rd April 7.30pm
Proclaimers 1:
Psalmist
Proclaimers 3:
Psalmist
Proclaimers 5:
Psalmist
Proclaimers 7:
Psalmist
Proclaimers- EPISTLE
UNIVERSAL PRAYER
Altar Servers
AV Operator
Sound/Video
COVID TEAMS
Temperature: Pam Melvey
Sign in: Brenda Hutcheson
Usher: Geoff Hutchinson

Maureen & Janine Shamley
Juliet Hutchins
Pam Melvey
Juliet Hutchins
Heather White
Lisa Hutchinson
John France
Lisa Hutchinson
Uta France
Juliet Hutchins
M Melvey
Uta France
Lisa & Geoff Hutchinson
Communion Ushers:
Geoff Hutchinson
Brenda Hutcheson

Easter Sunday: 4th April 2021 9.30am
Proclaimer
Psalmist
Proclaimer
Universal Prayer
AV Operator
Altar Servers:
Sound/Video
COVID TEAMS:
Temperature- Therese Alexander
Sign-in- Monica Gray
Usher- Alan Walker

Heather White
Billie Nowak
Kay Amon
Rod Hay
Jenny Douglas
Mal Melvey
Lisa & Geoff Hutchinson
Communion Ushers:
Bev Cox
Gayle Walker
Patricia Herbert

Please join us at our

ST JOHN VIANNEY
PRIMARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL TOUR
& INFORMATION
NIGHT
for parents wishing to enrol their children in
Kindergarten 2022.

MORISSET

A Kindergarten to Year 6
Catholic School of the
Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle

TUESDAY 20 APRIL 2021
St John Vianney Primary School: 60-66 Yambo St, Morisset
Tour: 6:30pm Information Session: 7:00pm

Enquiries
St John Vianney Primary School
4973 4073

www.morisset.catholic.edu.au

Respect . Learning . Forgiveness . Honesty

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Palm Sunday Year B
Sunday 28 Mar 2021
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be God
who has reconciled us through Christ
and renews us by his grace.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we call upon the mercy of the Lord
in this season of repentance and renewal.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

Leader: Have mercy on us, Lord.
All:

For we have sinned against you.

Leader: Show us your steadfast love, O God.
All:

And grant us your salvation.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Almighty and eternal God,
When you sent our Saviour into the world,
You gave us all an example to follow;
In humble obedience he took upon himself a body like ours
And gave himself up to death on the cross.
In your mercy, grant us the grace
To learn from the example of his passion
And to share in the glory of his resurrection.
We ask this through Christ, our deliverance and hope,
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Is 50:4-7
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed.

The Lord has given me
a disciple’s tongue.
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied
he provides me with speech.
Each morning he wakes me to hear,
to listen like a disciple.
The Lord has opened my ear.
For my part, I made no resistance,
neither did I turn away.
I offered my back to those who struck me,
my cheeks to those who tore at my beard;
I did not cover my face
against insult and spittle.
The Lord comes to my help,
so that I am untouched by the insults.
So, too, I set my face like flint;
I know I shall not be shamed.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2
(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
1. All who see me deride me.
They curl their lips, they toss their heads.
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him;
let him release him if this is his friend.’ (R.)
2. Many dogs have surrounded me,
a band of the wicked beset me.
They tear holes in my hands and my feet.
I can count every one of my bones. (R.)
Page | 3

3. They divide my clothing among them.
They cast lots for my robe.
O Lord, do not leave me alone,
my strength, make haste to help me! (R.)
4. I will tell of your name to my brethren
and praise you where they are assembled.
‘You who fear the Lord give him praise;
all sons of Jacob, give him glory.
Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.)

Second Reading
Phil 2:6-11
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians
He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high.

His state was divine,
yet Christ Jesus did not cling
to his equality with God
but emptied himself
to assume the condition of a slave,
and became as men are,
and being as all men are,
he was humbler yet,
even to accepting death,
death on a cross.
But God raised him high
and gave him the name
which is above all other names
so that all beings
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld,
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus
and that every tongue should acclaim
Jesus Christ as Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 15:1-39
The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
First thing in the morning, the chief priests together with the elders and the scribes, in short
the whole Sanhedrin, had their plan ready. They had Jesus bound and took him away and
handed him over to Pilate.
Pilate questioned him, ‘Are you the king of the Jews?’ ‘It is you who say it’ he answered. And
the chief priests brought many accusations against him. Pilate questioned him again, ‘Have
you no reply at all? See how many accusations they are bringing against you!’ But to Pilate’s
amazement, Jesus made no further reply.
At festival time Pilate used to release a prisoner for them, anyone they asked for. Now a man
called Barabbas was then in prison with the rioters who had committed murder during the
uprising. When the crowd went up and began to ask Pilate the customary favour, Pilate
answered them, ‘Do you want me to release for you the king of the Jews?’ For he realised it
was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed Jesus over. The chief priests, however,
had incited the crowd to demand that he should release Barabbas for them instead. The Pilate
spoke again. ‘But in that case,’ he said to them ‘what am I to do with the man you call king of
the Jews?’ They shouted back, ‘Crucify him!’ ‘Why?’ Pilate asked them ‘What harm has he
done?’ But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’ So Pilate, anxious to placate the crowd,
released Barabbas for them and, having ordered Jesus to be scourged, handed him over to be
crucified.
The soldiers led him away to the inner part of the palace, that is, the Praetorium, and called
the whole cohort together. They dressed him in purple, twisted some thorns into a crown and
put it on him. And they began saluting him, ‘Hail, king of the Jews!’ They struck his head with a
reed and spat on him; and they went down on their knees to do him homage. And when they
had finished making fun of him, they took off the purple and dressed him in his own clothes.
They led him out to crucify him. They enlisted a passer-by, Simon of Cyrene, father of
Alexander and Rufus, who was coming in from the country, to carry his cross. They brought
Jesus to the place called Golgotha, which means the place of the skull.
They offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he refused it. Then they crucified him, and
shared out his clothing, casting lots to decide what each should get. It was the third hour
when they crucified him. The inscription giving the charge against him read: ‘The King of the
Jews.’ And they crucified two robbers with him, one on his right and one on his left.
The passers-by jeered at him; they shook their heads and said, ‘Aha! So you would destroy the
Temple and rebuild it in three days! Then save yourself: come down from the cross!’ The chief
priests and the scribes mocked him among themselves in the same way. ‘He saved others,’
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they said ‘he cannot save himself. Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come down from the cross
now, for us to see it and believe.’ Even those who were crucified with him taunted him.
When the sixth hour came there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. And
at the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?’ which means,
‘My God, my God, why have you deserted me?’ When some of those who stood by heard this
they said, ‘Listen, he is calling on Elijah’. Someone ran and soaked a sponge in vinegar and,
putting it on a reed, gave it him to drink saying, ‘Wait and see if Elijah will come to take him
down.’ But Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.
All kneel and pause a moment.

And the veil of the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The centurion, who was
standing in front of him, had seen how he had died, and he said, ‘In truth this man was a son
of God.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Why is it important that we continue to ‘tell the story’ of the Passion?
Q. Which elements of this Passion narrative are challenging / confronting / surprising?
Q. Can you find examples of how the writing style of this gospel enhances the drama of the
story?
Q. Which films or artworks depicting the Passion have you found to be inspiring?
Q. How does Christ’s Passion story reflect the reality of human existence?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
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he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Brothers and sisters, God will never abandon us. Trusting in God’s mercy let us
bring our needs before the Lord of all.

Reader:

For the Church:

(pause)
that it will be a sign of Christ’s humility and compassion in the world.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For peoples who live in fear of violence and war:

(pause)
that peace will reign.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For those who are tormented and insulted because of their beliefs:

(pause)
that they will be treated with tolerance and respect.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For those who will be washed in the waters of Baptism at Easter:

(pause)
that they will draw strength from the redeeming Christ.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For the women, children and men most vulnerable to extreme poverty and
injustice. That we continue to be of service and work together as a global family:
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(pause)
that all people are ensured they have what they need to live a full and beautiful life.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader:

For the sick, including those in our community and families:

(pause)
that in their suffering they will become one with Christ.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For this community:

(pause)
that we will empty ourselves and draw close to the cross.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

For those who have gone before us, including those in our community and
families:

(pause)
that they will share in Christ’s victory over death.
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Faithful God, your son Jesus was hailed as a king then suffered the agony of death
that we might be saved. Hear our prayer and draw us more deeply into the mind
and heart of the redeeming Christ. We make this prayer in Jesus’ name.
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The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
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Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord bless us
in all things through Christ
so that we may work together
in loving service.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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