
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader     In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Joseph Figuardo  
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 12 MARCH 2023 

We are now in the middle of Lent 2023.  Lent is a time for everyone from the greatest to the least, to take a look at how 

their lives reflect what being a worthy witnesses of the Gospel means. 

 The Scripture on this third Sunday in Lent, focuses our attention on the importance of faith in trying times. Faith at its 
deepest and best, is lived in our most vulnerable moments, in our trials and tribulations. It 
empowers us to break loose from our self-survival mode and surpass our own limitations. 
 
Today the Gospel tells the story of Jesus’ touching encounter with a Samaritan woman. Through 
their mutual acceptance of the other, the walls, boundaries,  and hatreds, which had long 
separated Samaritans and Jews, melt away and disappear. She felt accepted and understood.  
 
Let us spend some time this week and remember our own baptism , and sit like the woman at the 
well. Each of us is wounded in different ways, by the factors that affect our different lives and our 
decisions.  But we are all loved equally and accepted. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  11th March 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  12th March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  14th March 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  18th March 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  19th March 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  21st March 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE :  
MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



 REFLECTION FOR 3RD SUNDAY OF LENT 
YEAR A - 12/ 03/2023 
In recent weeks we have heard stories of the 
importance of being like the "salt of the 
earth", the "light of the world" & this week 
the key element in the spotlight is WATER. 
We are all aware that water is more 

important for our survival than food -without which we can 
survive for weeks, even months, but without water we will die in 
days. Water is life, cleanliness, purification, peace, economic 
prosperity or ruin. 

It is indeed a powerful symbol & we all know that in our own 
beautiful country it is indeed a precious commodity. 

It is not surprising, then, that in today's 1st Reading, we hear 
how the people, tormented by thirst in the desert, & always 
dependent upon finding the next well or waterhole for their 
families & cattle, complained to Moses & even wondered 
whether the Lord was with them or not? 

God's reply to Moses was steady, clear & supportive & he is 
rewarded by a miraculous flow of water from the rock at Horeb 
"for the people to drink"! 

The Gospel story is a familiar one to us -basically , it seems to 
be the story of two people drawing water at the well, but there 
are a few interesting details to note. 

Jesus starts a conversation with a woman who happens to be a 
Samaritan & the fact that she is there about noon instead of early 
morning or afternoon indicates that she had not expected to 
meet anyone there. 

She expresses her belief in the coming of Christ, the Messiah, to 
which He replies "I who am speaking to you- I am he - 

Whoever drinks the water I shall give will never be thirsty 
again". 

Excitedly, she rushes off to tell her companions about her 
conversation with Jesus & how He "knew all she had ever done". 

Many of the Samaritans believed in him & asked him to stay a 
bit longer, so he spent 2 days with them. 

So, in actual fact, this Samaritan woman became the first 
missionary of Jesus, by declaring her belief in him & spreading 
the news to her fellow companions. 

In our lifetime, all of us who have received the "living water" at 
Baptism are expected to be missionaries in our daily lives. 

Simply by our words & actions we can spread the good news & 
invite others to come & find Jesus - 

& experience that same living water. 
Do we think we know all there is to know about Jesus? 
Are we open to the surprises that we might get if we really 

listen to Jesus with the ears of our heart? This Season of LENT 
presents us with an opportunity to get to know Jesus personally , 
to find the truth for ourselves. 

We are well into our Lenten journey but there is still time to 
realise that "Never has anyone spoken to us like Jesus" 

The quieter we become, the more we will hear. 
St Mary McKillop said in 1875 "We must take things quietly 

and just do what our good God enables us. Heather White 
 

MINISTRY WORKSHOPS 
Thank you to those who indicated what ministries they would 
like to be involved in at Mass. New rosters will be available 
shortly. In the meantime the February roster has rolled over to 
March. 
Workshops have been organised for;  
Altar Servers Saturday 11th March 10am Morisset Church. 
Proclaimers Saturday 18th March 10am Morisset Church. 
Offertory Gifts & Altar Servers Saturday 25th March 10am 
Morisset Church. 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER  
INTENTION FOR MARCH 2023 
We pray for those who have suffered harm 
from members of the Church; may they find 

within the Church herself a concrete response to their pain and 
suffering.  
 
2023 PASTORAL PLACEMENT PROGRAM 
Christine Hodyl (From the Diocesan Pastoral Placement Program) 
PPP has been appointed to the Morisset Parish, for 2023.  
The purpose of this program is to enable participants the 
opportunity to experience different workplaces and ministries 
across the diocese. These ‘on the ground’ ministry work 
placements help participants explore the opportunities that are 
available to them to serve God and the local community of the 
Catholic Church in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle. The 
Pastoral Placement Program provides participants a year-long 
discernment journey, involving the see, judge, act method, to 
make an informed choice about the possibility for future 
ministry.  
Christine presently works one day as a Pastoral Support Person 
in the Oncology Unit at the Mater Hospital Newcastle. On 
another she is deployed at the Newcastle Seafarers Mission. The 
Mission to Seafarers responds with loving care to the many 
challenges and dangers faced by seafarers. The MTS give 
seafarers a chance to connect with their loved ones and children. 
It also gives seafarers a chance to access medical, welfare and 
chaplaincy services, as well as many other calls for assistance. 
Next week Christine will meet with the Parish Leadership Team 
and the School Principal, to see how she could be best deployed 
in our Parish. 
 
HOLY WEEK MINISTRIES: 
If you wish to exercise your Ministry over Easter's Holy Week, 
could you please indicate when you will be available. Please note 
that 9.30am Easter Sunday will be rostered in the normal roster. 
All care will be taken to ensure everyone who wishes to, will 
have a role to play. Our services for sign-up are : 

• Reconciliation  7pm Wed 5th April 

• Holy Thursday 7pm Thu 6th April 

• Good Friday 3pm Fri 7th April 

• Easter Vigil 6.30pm Sat 8th April 
Sign-Up Forms are available online via the link sent with the 
electronic Newsletter or by using the QR code below, paper 
forms will be at the back of the church.  
  
 



 
 
 
 

 
Priscilla lives in the Hwange district in Zimbabwe 
with her husband, Charles, and their two grand-
sons. Climate change continues to bring unprece-
dented challenges for people living in the most 
vulnerable and remote communities in Zimbabwe.  
With the support of Caritas Hwange, Priscilla learnt 
conservation farming skills to grow drought-

resistant crops to support her family during the current food 
crisis. Priscilla was able to produce a bumper harvest in her first 
year of practising conservation farming. Priscilla used the funds 
from her harvest to start poultry farming, which enabled her to 
sell eggs to pay for her grandchildren’s school fees, books and 
stationery. The poultry farming provides a safety net for Priscilla 
and her family during times of hardship, like the current drought. 

While the situation in Zimbabwe and across eastern Africa re-
mains dire, the work of Caritas Hwange means that Priscilla can 
learn the skills she needs to build resilience and support her fam-
ily during this current food crisis.    

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 
You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes 

and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting cari-
tas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

Photo: Richard Wainwright/Caritas Australia 
 
FOR ANYONE INTERESTED IN WRITING REFLECTIONS FOR THE 
PARISH BULLETIN ETC WE ASK THAT YOU COMPLETE THE      
CHRISTIAN FORMATION COURSE EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
ARE NOW OPEN FOR THE 2023 / 2024 YEAR 
The Christian Formation Course (CFC) is a learning experience 
that allows participants to explore the foundational elements of 
the Catholic Faith Tradition. This one-year course introduces par-
ticipants to scripture, theology, church history, sacramental life 
and liturgy. 

• The Course runs across twelve (12) months and comprises 
eight (8) units 

• All who complete the Course are awarded a diocesan Cer-
tificate in Christian Formation 

• By engaging in the course, it is hoped participants will: 

• become more confident in understanding the Catholic 
faith 

• grow in their capacity to reflect on their life’s journey  

• realise that Christian faith is nurtured in community 

• be affirmed in their gifts for participating in the life of the 
faith community 

• grow in awareness of what it means to be a responsive 
member of the faith community 

Commencing on Tuesday 2 May 2023, no prerequisite formation 
or qualification is required to enrol.  
To find out more about the Christian Formation Course, visit: 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-
formation/christian-formation-course/  
 
TRAINING DAYS 

During next week, Parish Leaders/Priests/Principals will attend 
Training Days in the Victor Peters Suite Hamilton. These days are 
designed to foster collaboration between schools and parishes.  

Our Parish Office will remain open with our secretary Rosanna in 
attendance. 

 

DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION OF PASTORAL MINISTERS  
Since the 1980’s the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has had 

some form of an Association to support people who are commis-
sioned in parishes or the life of the diocese for Pastoral Minis-
tries. In earlier times these people were known as Pastoral Asso-
ciates. 

 Presently, that Association is called the Diocesan Association 
of Pastoral Ministers (DAPM). I have attached their Statement of 
Purpose.  Each year the members of the DAPM put together a 
plan for their five meetings. This year the hope is to go to five 
parish locations across our diocese to break open our five foun-
dations: 

•Identity and Community 

•Worship and Prayer 

•Formation and Education 

•Mission and Outreach 

•Leadership and Structure 
The Statement of Purpose states that: 
 The Purpose of the Association shall be to:  
2.1 Provide a support network for Pastoral Ministers.  
2.2 Facilitate communication among Pastoral Ministers and 

between Pastoral Ministers, Diocesan staff, Shared Services and 
Diocesan Councils.  

2.3 Formulate activities consistent with the Diocesan Pastoral 
Plan. 

2.4 Organize ongoing formation for Pastoral Ministers.  
The first meeting for 2023 of the DAPM will be held here at 

Morisset on Thursday 30th March beginning at 9.30 am and we 
are inviting members of any Teams PPC,FC and any interested 
parishioner to come and see what is involved, RSVP by 17 March 
via email kate.crncevic@mn.catholic.org.au or phone 4979 1329. 

The full schedule of dates for the 2023 Diocesan Association of 
Pastoral Ministers meetings are: 

Thursday 30 March         Morisset              9.30am – 2.30pm             
Identity & Community     - RSVP by 17 March 

Thursday 18 May             Morpeth              9.30am -2.30pm               
Worship & Prayer             - RSVP by 12 May 

Thursday 6 July                 Tea Gardens      9.30am – 2.30pm             
Formation & Education  - RSVP by 30 June 

Thursday 3 August          Toronto                9.30am – 2.30pm             
Mission & Outreach        - RSVP by 28 July 

Thursday 2 November    Newcastle           9.30am – 2.30pm             
Leadership & Structure    - RSVP by 27 October 

 Interested parties should email 
kate.crncevic@mn.catholic.org.au or phone 4979 1329 to con-
firm attendance or further information.  

INSTALLATION OF BISHOP 

Bishop Michael Kennedy formally the Bishop of Armidale NSW, 
will be installed Bishop of Maitland Newcastle next Friday even-
ing 17th March 6pm Sacred Heart Cathedral Hamilton.  

 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  

Last Friday a good number of SJV parishioners attended the Ecu-
menical World Day of Prayer service held at the  Bonnells Bay 
Salvation Army Church.. Each year people in over 170 countries, 
join in a service prepared by of a different country, to celebrate 
both unity in Christ and our diversity in culture. The host country 
for 2023 was Taiwan. 

Next year 2024 our SJV Parish, will host The World Day of Prayer. 
The host country for 2024 is Palestine. 

 

 

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course/
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course/


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, the Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit arrangement (contact the parish office for this).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF 96014 
Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161                
Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and your Giver Number or                
Surname, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. If you are                
considering taking up planned giving you may like to know that 
a percentage of the contributions are tax deductible. If you 
would like to know more on how planned giving works please 
contact the Parish Office. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT PATRICK— 17TH MARCH 
SAINT JOSEPH— 19TH MARCH 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 
PALM SUNDAY— 2ND APRIL 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 6TH APRIL 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 7TH APRIL 
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 8TH APRIL 
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION— 9TH APRIL 
ANZAC DAY—25TH APRIL 
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Les Findley, Peter Martyn, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden, 
Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                                
Harry Goldman, Bernadette Martin, John Francisco,                          
Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Dymphna Foo WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

P Melvey 
K Lendon 

L Hutchinson 
J France 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
J Vipan 

P Melvey 
J Shamley 

GIFTS 5PM  
 
9.30AM 

H White 
P Herbert 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

H White 
Jo Patrick 
J Vipan 

K Lendon 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
M Melvey 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Foo 
J Vipan 

C Hibbard 
T Alexander 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

U France 
J France 

R McArdle 
J France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

TBA 
TBA 

J Andersen 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

L Hutchinson 
P Robertson 
B Hutcheson 
J Hutchins 

A Walker 
G Walker 
L McRae 
L McRae 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

A Dussin 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 

XXXX 
R Hay 
C Hay 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment 
to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and 
vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a child or 
vulnerable adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding (ph: 
4979 1390 or email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or 
visit their website for further information 
(www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

Third Sunday of Lent Year A 

Sunday 12 Mar 2023 

 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 

on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 
Leader: 

Blessed be God 
who has reconciled us through Christ 
and renews us by his grace. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we call upon the mercy of the Lord 
in this season of repentance and renewal. 
 
Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 

Leader: 
The Lord is rich in mercy and kindness. 
Let us prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word 
and praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are living water: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you are the Christ, the saviour of the world: Lord, 

have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

All: Amen. 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God of mercy, 
you never give up on us. 
Open our minds and hearts  
to your presence among us. 
Give us your living water 
so that we may never thirst again. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Ex 17:3-7 
A reading from the book of Exodus 

Give us water to drink. 
Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses. 
‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt?’ they said. ‘Was it so that I 
should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?’ Moses 
appealed to the Lord. ‘How am I to deal with this people?’ he 
said. ‘A little more and they will stone me!’ The Lord said to 
Moses, ‘Take with you some of the elders of Israel and move on 
to the forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the river, and go. I shall be standing before you 
there on the rock, at Horeb. You must strike the rock, and water 
will flow from it for the people to drink.’ This is what Moses did, 
in the sight of the elders of Israel. The place was named Massah 
and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and 
because they put the Lord to the test by saying, ‘Is the Lord with 
us, or not?’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 94:1-2. 6-9. R. v.8 
(R.) If today you hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts. 
1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;  

hail the rock who saves us. 
Let us come before him, giving thanks, 
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.) 

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;  
let us kneel before the God who made us 
for he is our God and we 
the people who belong to his pasture, 
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.) 

3. O that today you would listen to his voice! 
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah, 
as on that day at Massah in the desert 
when your fathers put me to the test; 
when they tried me, though they saw my work.’ (R.) 

 
 



Second Reading 
Rom 5:1-2. 5-8 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ by faith we are judged righteous 
and at peace with God, since it is by faith and through Jesus that 
we have entered this state of grace in which we can boast about 
looking forward to God’s glory. This hope is not deceptive, 
because the love of God has been poured into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit which has been given us. We were still helpless when 
at his appointed moment Christ died for sinful men. It is not easy 
to die even for a good man – though of course for someone 
really worthy, a man might be prepared to die – but what proves 
that God loves us is that Christ died for us while we were still 
sinners. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to John. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jn 4:5-42 

The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of 
eternal life. 

Jesus came to the Samaritan town called Sychar, near the land 
that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well is there and Jesus, 
tired by the journey, sat straight down by the well. It was about 
the sixth hour. When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a drink.’ His disciples had gone into 
the town to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘What? 
You are a Jew and you ask me, a Samaritan, for a drink?’ – Jews, 
in fact, do not associate with Samaritans. Jesus replied: 

‘If you only knew what God is offering 
and who it is that is saying to you: 
Give me a drink, 
you would have been the one to ask, 
and he would have given you living water.’ 

‘You have no bucket, sir,’ she answered ‘and the well is deep: 
how could you get this living water? Are you a greater man than 
our father Jacob who gave us this well and drank from it himself 
with his sons and his cattle?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Whoever drinks this water 
will get thirsty again; 
but anyone who drinks the water that I shall give 
will never be thirsty again: 
the water that I shall give 
will turn into a spring inside him, welling up to eternal life.’ 

‘Sir,’ said the woman, ‘give me some of that water, so that I may 
never get thirsty and never have to come here again to draw 
water.’ ‘Go and call your husband’ said Jesus to her ‘and come 
back here.’ The woman answered, ‘I have no husband.’ He said 
to her, ‘You are right to say, “I have no husband”; for although 
you have had five, the one you have now is not your husband. 
You spoke the truth there.’ ‘I see you are a prophet, sir’ said the 
woman. ‘Our fathers worshipped on this mountain, while you say 
that Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.’ Jesus 
said: 

‘Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 
when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
You worship what you do not know; 
we worship what we do know; 
for salvation comes from the Jews. 
But the hour will come – in fact it is here already – 
when true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and 

truth: 
that is the kind of worshipper 
the Father wants. 
God is spirit, 
and those who worship 
must worship in spirit and truth.’ 

The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah – that is, Christ – is 
coming; and when he comes he will tell us everything.’ ‘I who am 
speaking to you,’ said Jesus ‘I am he.’ 
At this point his disciples returned, and were surprised to find 
him speaking to a woman, though none of them asked, ‘What do 
you want from her?’ or, ‘Why are you talking to her?’ The 
woman put down her water jar and hurried back to the town to 
tell the people, ‘Come and see a man who has told me 
everything I ever did; I wonder if he is the Christ?’ This brought 
people out of the town and they started walking towards him. 
Meanwhile, the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, do have 
something to eat’; but he said, ‘I have food to eat that you do not 
know about.’ So the disciples asked one another, ‘Has someone 
been bringing him food?’ But Jesus said: 

‘My food 
is to do the will of the one who sent me, 
and to complete his work. 
Have you not got a saying: 
Four months and then the harvest? 
Well, I tell you: 
Look around you, look at the fields; 
already they are white, ready for harvest! 
Already the reaper is being paid his wages, 
already he is bringing in the grain for eternal life, 
and thus sower and reaper rejoice together. 
For here the proverb holds good: 
one sows, another reaps; 
I sent you to reap 
a harvest you had not worked for. 
Others worked for it; 
and you have come into the rewards of their trouble.’ 

Many Samaritans of that town had believed in him on the 
strength of the woman’s testimony when she said, ‘He told me 
all I have ever done’, so, when the Samaritans came up to him, 
they begged him to stay with them. He stayed for two days, and 
when he spoke to them many more came to believe; and they 
said to the woman, ‘Now we no longer believe because of what 
you told us; we have heard him ourselves and we know that he 
really is the saviour of the world.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why is it significant that it was a Samaritan woman Jesus met 
at the well? 
Q. In what ways does an historical understanding of the 
Samaritans assist our understanding of this passage? 
Q. What is it about her encounter with Jesus that prompts the 
woman to speak about Jesus in the town? 



Q. How are we able to come ‘face to face’ with Jesus today as did 
the woman at the well? 
 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, through the waters of life, let us 

bring our prayers before the Lord.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will respond to the word 

of God in spirit and in truth.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That Christians everywhere will reject the lure 

of evil and live to worship Christ who brings 
eternal life.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those affected by hunger or famine will no 

longer be thirsty.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will live by Christ’s 

word as vibrant springs of new life.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all people will have just access to the 

necessities of life, especially water. May we, in 
our support for Project Compassion this Lent, 
do all we can to become a source of hope for 
those who thirst. 

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That the sick will be refreshed in God’s healing 
power, especially those who are members of 
our community and families.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will live forever in 

the springs of eternal life, especially those who 
were members of our community and families.
  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, we worship you in spirit and in truth. Hear 

our prayers and give us faith in the coming of Christ to 
know that he is the way to eternal life. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us, and protect us, now and for ever.. 

 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 
 



 
Introducing the 9th Bishop of Maitland-Newcastle 

The ninth Bishop of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

will bring a wealth of experience to the position having 

served as the Bishop of Armidale since 2012. 

LIZZIE WATKIN PUBLISHED MARCH 05, 2023 

The ninth Bishop of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle 

will bring a wealth of experience to the position having 

served as the Bishop of Armidale since 2012. 

Bishop Michael Kennedy did not equivocate when the 

nuncio visited him at home, in the Northern Tablelands, 

with an offer directly from Pope Francis. 

“When the nuncio asked if I would accept Pope Francis’ 

appointment to be the new bishop of Maitland-

Newcastle, I did not hesitate to say ‘yes’,” Bishop Michael 

said. 

“Whilst I have been happy serving the Lord and His 

people in Armidale, I determined many years ago that I 

would seek to live my life by saying ‘yes’ to God. It’s a 

good way to live.” 

News of Bishop Michael’s appointment was first 

shared by Pope Francis in Rome on 2 February. The 

appointment is made following the death of Bishop Bill 

Wright in November 2021, since this time Fr Greg Barker 

has led the Diocese as Diocesan Administrator. 

Unlike his most recent predecessors, Bishop Bill and 

Bishop Michael Malone, who had not been bishops prior 

to being appointed to lead the Diocese of Maitland-

Newcastle, Bishop Michael has a unique understanding 

of the role. 

“When I was ordained Bishop in 2012, I chose for my 

motto ‘euntes docete’, the first two words in the Latin 

text of Matthew 28:20 in which Jesus sends his Apostles 

out to all the nations to teach them all that he 

commanded and to baptise them in the name of the 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,” he said. 

“I think this sums up the role of the bishop: to spread 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and to bring people into 

communion with him through word and sacrament.” 

Despite having done the job for over 10 years, the 

magnitude of his appointment to lead another diocese is 

not lost on Bishop Michael. 

“It is an awesome privilege and responsibility. I 

accepted the role willingly and heartily knowing that like 

all new endeavours, it will hold both joys and 

challenges,” he said. 

Following the announcement, Bishop Michael travelled 

to Newcastle to meet priests and some of the lay faithful 

who work for the Diocese. 

“It was the beginning of a long process of us all getting to 

know each other,” he said. 

Born and raised in Wagga Wagga, Bishop Michael is the 

youngest of nine children, born to parents John and 

Fidelma, who instilled in him the importance of family. 

“I am very blessed to belong to a close, supportive, and 

loving family that is passionate about three things: faith, 

family, and football,” he said. 

“Admittedly the football I am into is the AFL kind - so I 

am aware there may be a need to undergo a ‘change’ of 

sorts,” he said with a laugh adding that he is looking 

forward to donning his first Knights jersey. 

An avid bushwalker, Bishop Michael said he was also 

looking forward to spending more time at the beach. 

“I enjoy a walk on the beach and swimming in the surf, 

so I am keen to visit the beautiful beaches I have heard 

so much about. 

“This will be a real treat for someone who has lived 

nearly his whole life inland,” he said. 

For the most part, however, Bishop Michael is looking 

forward to meeting people within the diocese from all 

walks of life. It was a commitment he said he shared with 

the late Bishop Bill whom he met many times over the 

years. 

“What impressed me most about Bishop Bill was his 

humanity, by which I mean his kindness to people, his 

respect for people with different opinions, and his good 

humour in all situations,” he said. 

A qualified teacher, who worked at Xavier Catholic 

College in Albury for three years before entering the 

seminary, Bishop Michael is well equipped to support 

and guide the young, the old and everyone in between 

across our Diocese. 

“In my life as a priest and bishop I have always been 

passionate about the love and mercy that God, in Jesus 

Christ, has for each one of us and about how we 

respond to this wonderful love of God. God calls to each 

one of us and each of us is invited to respond to that 

call,” he said. 

With his installation only weeks away, Bishop Michael 

has one small request for the people of Maitland-

Newcastle. 

“Please pray that I will be a true shepherd in the image 

of Jesus Christ, and that all together we will live the joy of 

the Gospel united in faith and love.” 
 

https://mnnews.today/authors/lizzie-watkin/
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