CHRIST THE KING YEAR C SUNDAY 20 NOV 2022
Today we honour Christ as our King. The church’s celebration of Christ the King completes the church year, because it
sums up the core teaching of Jesus, our crucified saviour and risen leader.
Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of God, the governance of God, is here and now. It is not our place to put it off. It is
our task to find it, to encourage it and to implement it.
This Sunday we are again asked; who is the King we choose to follow?
We might think that idolatry belongs to primitive people and to the past. .As modern disciples of
Jesus, we, often struggle at times to recognise Jesus .We can easily allow convenience to be our
king, and ambition and success our ruler.
By the way we live, especially by our attitude to truth and justice, we declare whether we are on
the side of Christ and his kingdom, or not!

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who,
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures.
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If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon,
and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR:
SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:
Parish Secretary:

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :

Fr Geoff Mulhearn
Fr John Purnell
Mrs Rosanna Suckling

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays)
(Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office)
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

Tuesday

19th November 5pm
Family Mass— Morisset
20th November 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
22nd November 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset
26th November 5pm
Mass— Cooranbong
27th November 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
29th November 9.30am
Liturgy— Morisset

We are back to walk in at all services.
We are still recording our Sunday
Services and placing them on our
Website and Facebook page for you to
view if you are sick and unable to attend
services.
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE WE
ENCOURAGE : MASK WEARING ,
PHYSICAL DISTANCING,
HAND SANITISING,
And STAYING HOME IF SICK

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

REFLECTION FOR THE FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING YEAR C–
20TH NOVEMBER 2022
Today we honour Christ as our King. The church’s celebration of
Christ the King completes the church year because it sums up the
core teaching of Jesus, our crucified saviour and risen leader.
In doing so, the church attempts to emphasise the kind of
kingship that Jesus represents. It’s a kingship that redefines what
true authority in this world really is. It’s a kingship that refuses all
the riches common to leaders of the world. It’s a kingship that
uses language like mercy and forgiveness. It’s a kingship that can
be summarized in one word: servanthood.
There are times described in history as watershed moments,
when everything changes, .and things are never the same as
before. Things like the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989, or
Brexit or the elections in America.
Like a river changing its course, history has reached a moment
when many things are now changing in Australia. Our churches
are no longer packed with worshipers, convents and seminaries
are no longer full, and the Church is no longer the dominant force
in society. Adding insult to injury the media feed us with
unwanted publicity.
For the Church to flourish in Australia, it is crucial that it comes
to terms with the flaws of clericalism and move beyond its
patriarchal and monarchical mould. What is urgent is that we
need to find fresh ways of being Church and fresh ways of
ministry and service, for both men and women disciples. New
wine into new wineskins!
What we desperately need is an inner conversion, a radical
revolution in our mindsets and patterns of action. Unless we
genuinely repent of institutional failures and unless we convert
to the radical vision of Christ, and let it inoculate our attitudes,
actions, and pastoral practices, we will not be able to restore
confidence and trust in the Church.
Jesus proclaimed that the kingdom of God, the governance of
God, is here and now. It is not our place to put it off. It is our task
to find it, to read the signs of our time, to encourage it and to
implement it. Everywhere. Even among impoverished people?
Yes. The kingdom is wherever God’s will is done on earth as it is
in heaven.
John France
THE RETIREMENT OF FR GEOFF MULHEARN
Last Friday Fr Geoff Mulhearn informed Fr Greg Barker the
Diocesan Administrator, of his intention to retire from the roles
of Priest Supervisor and of Sacramental Priest at the Parishes of
Toronto and Morisset
Fr Geoff’s intention is to say his last official Mass at Cooranbong
on Saturday, 12 November. And his last Mass at Morisset on
Sunday, 11 December, and his last Mass at Toronto on 18
December. This makes Sunday, 18 December, his official
retirement date.
APPOINTMENT OF PRIEST SUPERVISOR.
Last Friday our leaders John & Uta together with leaders from
the five other Lay Led Parishes in the Diocese, presented an
overview of their parish to a group of assembled Priests at
Charlestown.
The priests who had gathered for the occasion, were those who
are exploring and discerning the Priest Supervisor role.
The next phase of the journey for those gathered is to discern
what they heard and who they might choose to work with
(Priests choosing a Parish, Parishes choosing a Priest)
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/

VINNIES CHRISTMAS CASH APPEAL
Our Morisset St. Vincent de Paul Conference are holding their
Christmas Cash Appeal on Sunday 27th November. Any
monetary donations will be gratefully appreciated and go
towards our ‘Christmas Gift Food Vouchers’ for the needy
families in our district. Receipts will be provided on request. A
sincere ‘thankyou’. Monica Gray
WHITE RIBBON HUNTER NETWORKING BREAKFAST
On Friday 25 November you’re invited to join White Ribbon
Hunter and CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning for the
White Ribbon Breakfast. Guest speaker Devon Cuimara will
discuss the role men play in preventing violence against women.
The event starts at 7am, tickets are $45. Visit
www.eventbrite.com/e/white-ribbon-hunter-networkingbreakfast-tickets-424853316707 for more information or to
book.
THANKSGIVING MASS
The Newcastle Catholic Charismatic community invites everyone
to join in celebrations for a Thanksgiving Mass on Friday 2
December from 7pm at Holy Cross Catholic Church Glendale. We
also want to especially invite all priests and deacons in the
Diocese as a way of giving you a special thanks for your service
and sacrifice as you have shepherded the community through
challenging times. Please contact Wayne Caruana on 0466 631
384 or on wayne.caruana@mn.catholic.edu.au for more details
and RSVP.
JOB
OPPORTUNITY:
CASUAL
RECEPTIONIST
The Sisters of Mercy at Tighes Hill are looking for a Relief Casual
Receptionist/Secretary for a short assignment from 8 December
2022 to 6 January 2023. The days will be each Thursday and
Friday from 9am to 5pm.
Previous experience and an
understanding of Catholic organisation is preferred. If you are
interested in this assignment, please call Sister Margaret on 4964
6400.

BECOME AN SRE
VOLUNTEER
Did you know that some
50% of Catholic children
are in state schools?
Have you ever thought of
spreading the good news
of the gospel and the
love of Jesus Christ with children? Have you ever thought about
becoming a Special Religious Educator?
This could be an opportunity for you to meet new people,
discover new friendships and build quality relationships whilst
mastering skills and confidence in Catechetics.
You can make a difference in the schools within your parish!
For people of faith, knowing you are participating in Christ’s call
to share the Good News to all is a great source of joy and
meaning.
If you would like to learn more about how you can help, please
contact the Pastoral Ministries team on 4979 1200.

CHRISTMAS 2022
Christmas Eve Mass will be held at the Morisset Showground at
6pm and Christmas Day will be held at 9.30am in our Morisset
Church, with Fr John Purnell presiding.
If you are available to assist with the various ministries, would
you please complete the 'sign up' form, using the link that was
sent with emailed newsletter, clicking on the button on the
parish website homepage, or if you can't complete the online
form paper versions are available at the back of the church.
YOU CAN’T PUT A PRICE ON STABILITY IN CARE, BUT A
FINANCIAL SUPPORT PACKAGE CERTAINLY HELPS
The announcement by Premier Perrottet is an acknowledgement to young people in care that their community cares
about them and wants to support them to succeed in life,
whatever pathway they choose.
GARY CHRISTENSEN PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 15, 2022
For many young Aussies, turning 18 is an exciting time. At this
age, you’re officially “free” and afforded every legal entitlement
available in our country. To mark this rite of passage, many a
youth will set off to the local pub with friends and family and
celebrate. They’re the lucky ones.
Sadly, for some young people living in NSW, their reality is in
stark contrast. Those living in out-of-home care- otherwise
known as foster care- are all too aware that when they legally
transition to adulthood, the financial and casework support provided to their carers during their earlier years will cease.
Living independently by 18 years of age can be challenging for
any teen, even those raised in a loving and stable home environment by their family. Yet for those vulnerable youth who have
experienced trauma to such a degree that it led to them being
forcibly removed from their family and placed into care in the
first place, it can be especially difficult.
While their experiences in care may not live up to the same
utopia Cinderella experienced at the ball, come the stroke of
midnight on their 18th birthday, they too face the challenging
prospect of being stripped of the support they have come to
appreciate.
Carers who provide homes to children and young people are
not motivated to do so for money. Rather, they recognise that
these young people need nurturing, support, and guidance and
answer the call out of the goodness of their hearts. Despite this,
providing a loving home to children and young people does not
come cheaply. As such, the NSW Government provides funding
to out-of-home-care agencies to recruit and support foster carers, including practical measures such as case management,
training and a financial allowance - until the young person in
their care turns 18.
Anyone with an 18-year-old in their life would agree that while
legally they are of an age where they can take out a loan, get a
tattoo or vote, they still benefit from adult support.
Gone are the days when this coming of age was, in most cases,
automatically associated with fleeing the family nest. Indeed,
report after report shows the average age Aussies leave home
continues to rise and is now creeping towards a person’s midtwenties. This trend is not surprising given the chronic lack of
rental properties, the rising cost of living and the quest for expensive post-school studies that are sought after by so many.
Yet as well as providing a much-valued financial buffer by living
at home, there’s also often the added benefit of having the guidance of someone who is older and wiser to help navigate the
often-complex realities associated with adulthood, including
workplace demands, romantic relationships and assessing competing priorities. Research also suggests that those who stay at
home until their early to mid twenties, go on to be more finan-

cially stable and educated than those who do not.
And yet, we do not place judgement on the carers who can
longer provide care for these young people once they turn 18.
Until now, there has not been adequate recognition by the NSW
Government for the vital role carers provide in our community or
ongoing support provided to them so that they continue to play a
significant role in these young people’s lives without the burden
of being significantly out of pocket.
As such, this recent announcement that the NSW Government
will extend financial support for foster carers to care for young
people until they turn 21 is an overdue but welcomed development. For those who choose to leave that family unit, there’s
also financial help available.
The Your Choice Your Future package builds on what the NSW
Government previously provided and reflects years of passionate
lobbying by the NSW Home Stretch committee. The changes, to
be introduced next year, will ensure young people in out-ofhome care across NSW will experience the same benefits as their
counterparts around the country.
In speaking with carers and young people who have recently
transitioned out of care, they have expressed that this extension
of support will create additional stability and help them as they
work towards independence and achieving their goals.
As well as benefiting these young people and their carers directly, the wider community will also bear witness to the benefits
this investment in our young people is expected to yield. For example, other states that have already extended the support available to young people in care and their carers have reported a
reduced risk of youth homelessness, drug and alcohol dependency and young people in jail and greater engagement in education
and employment.
Most significantly though, the announcement by Premier Perrottet is an acknowledgement to young people in care that their
community cares about them and wants to support them to succeed in life, whatever pathway they choose.
DIOCESAN REFLECTION DAY.
Last Saturday, the Parish Leadership Team, together with fifty
people from around the Diocese, gathered at the Victor Peters
Suite, to listen to Br Ian Cribb SJ, speak about Spiritual Conversations, before spending the day reflecting on the diocesan Foundational Spiritual/Theological Principles. It was a good day of
listening, reflecting, and sharing. The day captured well the ongoing synodal journey which our diocese has been travelling for the
past 30 years. The ten Foundational Principles are as relevant
today to the operation of the Diocese, as they were when they
were promulgated by Bishop Leo Clarke.
Saturday was also an opportunity to remember Bishop Bill
Wright on the first anniversary of his death, and to pray for a new
bishop.
WRAPS WITH LOVE
Recently a consignment of handmade knitted rugs and beanies
were delivered to the Mission to Seafarers Newcastle. The rugs
and beanies where the work of ladies in our parish, who gather in
the Callinan Centre fortnightly. Fr Gary Dodd the Anglican Priest
who received the consignment, was ‘over the moon’ at the
generosity of our knitters. The Mission to Seafarers Newcastle, is
a joint venture of the Newcastle Anglican Diocese, and the
Catholic Diocese of Maitland /Newcastle. The MTS Newcastle
works closely with the Newcastle Port to improve the treatment
of seafarers and shipping practices in Australian waters. MTS also
gives those isolated at sea a chance to access medical, welfare
and chaplaincy services.

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using the
Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home page, the
Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CDF BSB: 062815 No:
00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a direct debit
arrangement (contact the parish office for this option).
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support of
our Parish during these very different times. You can
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account Name:
CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815 Account Number:
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver
Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on the
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App.
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The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of
Safeguarding
(ph:
4979
1390
or
email:
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
CHRIST THE KING— 20TH NOVEMBER
PRESENTATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 21ST NOV
SAINT CECILIA— 22ND NOVEMBER
SAINTS ANDREW DUNG LAC AND COMPANIONS— 24 NOV
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden,
Stephen
McKay,
June
Purcell,
Jeremy
McMullen,
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,
Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,
Patricia Jones.
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
Remembrance: Carmel Brereton, Louise Kalmus,
Emily Williams, Cornelius Lyons, Grace Lyons.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream

9.30am

at

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe Year C
Sunday 20 Nov 2022

The Introductory Rites
Acknowledgement of Country
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as Australia’s First Peoples and
the Traditional Owners and Custodians of the land on which we work and live.
We honour and pay respect to, Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the
spiritual culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across Australia.
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle is located on the traditional lands of the Awabakal, Biripi,
Darkinjung, Kamilaroi, Wiradjuri, Wonnarua, and Worimi people.
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a
candle and a cross.
Sign of the Cross
Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Greeting
Leader:
Blessed be Jesus who makes us one,
and strengthens us
by the power of his Spirit.
All:
Blessed be God forever.
Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):
Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.
Opening Rite
Litany Of Praise
Leader:
Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.

Leader:
Lord Jesus, you are the image of the unseen God: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you are the firstborn of all creation: Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you suffered, died and rose from the dead for our sake: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:
All: Amen.
Opening Prayer
Leader:
Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.
Almighty God,
your son, Jesus, laid down his life and set us free
so that we may share in his kingly glory.
Help us to walk in his footsteps of compassion and love
so that we may build his eternal kingdom of justice and peace.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:
Amen.
The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
2 Sm 5:1-3
A reading from the second book of Samuel
They anointed David king of Israel.
All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron. ‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and
blood. In days past when Saul was our king, it was you who led Israel in all their exploits;
and the Lord said to you, “You are the man who shall be shepherd of my people Israel, you
shall be the leader of Israel.”’ So all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron, and King
David made a pact with them at Hebron in the presence of the Lord, and they anointed
David king of Israel.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:
The word of the Lord.
All reply:
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 121:1-5. R. see v.2
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’
And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.)
2. Jerusalem is built as a city
strongly compact.
It is there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. (R.)
3. For Israel’s law it is,
there to praise the Lord’s name.
There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. (R.)
Second Reading
Col 1:12-20
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians
He has taken us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.
We give thanks to the Father who has made it possible for you to join the saints and with
them to inherit the light.
Because that is what he has done: he has taken us out of the power of darkness and created
a place for us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in him, we gain our freedom, the
forgiveness of our sins.
He is the image of the unseen God
and the first-born of all creation,
for in him were created
all things in heaven and on earth:
everything visible and everything invisible,
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers –
all things were created through him and for him.
Before anything was created, he existed,
and he holds all things in unity.
Now the Church is his body,
he is its head.
As he is the Beginning,
he was first to be born from the dead,
so that he should be first in every way;
because God wanted all perfection
to be found in him
and all things to be reconciled through him and for him,
everything in heaven and everything on earth,
when he made peace
by his death on the cross.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:
Thanks be to God.
Gospel
Reader:
From the holy Gospel according to Luke.
All:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Lk 23:35-43
Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom.
The people stayed there before the cross watching Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at
him. ‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, the Chosen
One.’ The soldiers mocked him too, and when they approached to offer him vinegar they
said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.’ Above him there was an inscription:
‘This is the King of the Jews.’
One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save
yourself and us as well.’ But the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have you no fear of God
at all?’ he said. ‘You got the same sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it: we are
paying for what we did. But this man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,’ he said, ‘remember
me when you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, I promise you,’ he replied, ‘today you will
be with me in paradise.’
Reader:
The Gospel of the Lord.
All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.
Reflection on the Word
Q. Why might the lectionary include only this short aspect of the crucifixion?
Q. Which word or phrase from the gospel most catches your attention? Why?
Q. What can we learn from the interaction between Jesus and the second criminal?
Q. Where can we see reflections of the attitudes of the first and second criminals today?
Profession of Faith
Leader:
In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Dear friends, through our Lord Jesus Christ, let us bring our prayers before the
Lord.
Reader:
That all members of the Holy Church will be united as one true body. In
your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those in positions of authority or governance will reflect the service
of Christ in all decisions they make. In your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That young people will come to recognise God’s kingdom in their midst. In
your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That our parish community may demonstrate Christ as truly reigning in
our hearts and homes. In your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That the sick may find relief from pain and sorrow, especially those in our
community and families. In your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That there will be an end to violence in Ukraine, Afghanistan, Myanmar
and all war torn areas. In your glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who have died will receive the grace of redemption in Christ’s
heavenly home, especially those in our community and families. In your
glory:
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord God, you gave us your only Son as King of the Universe. Hear our prayers, and
help us to trust in you with faith that we too will join Christ in your heavenly
paradise. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All: Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:
At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:
May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:
Amen.
Dismissal
Leader:
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by
Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997,
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the
English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All
rights reserved.

LITURGY MATTERS: EVANGELISATION THAT IS NOT WEIRD!
WHY DO WE CATHOLICS BAULK AT THE WORDS ‘EVANGELISATION’ AND ‘MISSION’?
LOUISE GANNON RSJ NICK WAGNER PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 15, 2022
This is one of my constant ponderings which has come into much sharper focus these past weeks in light of
formation we have been hosting and parish conversations.
The ‘great commission’ we all received from Jesus as recorded in Mark’s Gospel is ‘Go out to the whole
world; proclaim the Good News to all creation. (16:16) This commission appears in various forms
throughout the Gospels. In Matthew’s Gospel Jesus sends us to make disciples, baptise them and teach
them. (28:19)
Recently Fr Andrew Doohan and I finished facilitating the formation process ‘Go Make Disciples’ which
immerses participants in the vision, principles and mystagogical processes of the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults (RCIA). One of the most significant challenges participants reflected on was the lack of a sense of a
missionary or evangelising imperative in the parish. Before there can be any initiation there must first be
proclamation of the Good News of God’s love. The oft quoted words of St Francis of Assisi are echoing in my
mind, ‘Preach the Gospel at all times and if necessary, use words’.
If we want vibrant parish communities, if we want meaningful liturgy, then we must first be bold in our
evangelising. Liturgy exists for nothing else than to send us out on mission. Mass ends with powerful words,
‘Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.’ Mass begins with the gathering of the disciples signed by the
cross, returning from mission to be nourished again on Word and Sacrament for the week to come.
To help us ponder the mystery of what an evangelising parish might look like I invite you to read and
reflect on the following article by Nick Wagner from Team RCIA who, with Diana Macalintal, visited us in
October 2019. While Nick is reflecting from the frame of the RCIA, he is referring to how we live together in
parish community as missionary disciples.
What is evangelization that is not weird?
“Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and savior?”
I did not immediately realize the young man on the sidewalk was talking to me.
“If you died today, do you know for sure you would go to heaven?” he asked as I was about to pass by.
He mistook my confusion for interest and continued with some Bible verses as I quickened my stroll to a
near-jog. I later learned the young man was practicing “evangelization,” and I wanted nothing to do with it.
What I didn’t know at the time was that Pope Paul VI had recently published the seminal document, “On
Evangelization in the Modern World,” in which he said that the church exists to evangelize. A few years
later, when I started learning about the catechumenate, I discovered that whatever that young man on the
sidewalk had been doing was not evangelization.
What is evangelization?
Evangelization, the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults tells us, is what takes place during the first stage of
the initiation process—the Period of Evangelization and Precatechumenate. Unfortunately, what a lot of
parishes are doing during in this initial stage is also not evangelization. As Catholics, we haven’t had enough
good models of evangelization, and therefore we flounder.
We know that interrogating strangers on the street is not effective evangelization. But what is
evangelization that is authentic and not weird?
As catechumenate ministers, we have to let go of our image of evangelization as time-framed or
curriculum-based. The period of evangelization in the catechumenate is not a “period” in the sense that the
other periods of the process are. It has no beginning and no ending. It has not defined structure. We are
always evangelizing.
It might also be helpful to expand our image of “inquiry,” which is how we often refer to this period. That’s
not wrong, but it implies that people come to us to ask questions about what it means to be Catholic. The
time of evangelization is a time for asking questions, but not like we think. The people most in need of
Jesus’s message of love are not coming to our parishes to ask us questions.
Evangelization is much more about us going out than it is about people approaching us. But we don’t go to
ask people if they know they are going to heaven.
Primacy of witness
We go out first of all to be shining examples on the hill. We live our faith “out loud.” We do this not by
confronting strangers with Bible verses but by living as people of love, harmony, and joy. We also do not
deny or cover up our suffering. Our vulnerability is a witness to the strength Christ gives us in our weakness.

And when we do that, day in and day out, people will ask questions. That is the way in which this is a
period of inquiry.
Pope Paul VI said (and Pope Francis repeated), that living that way will “stir up irresistible questions in the
hearts of those who see how [Christians] live: Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? What or
who is it that inspires them? Why are they in our midst? Why do they live that way?” (On Evangelization in
the Modern World, 21).
Pope Francis says questions like these lead straight to the heart of evangelization—to the witness of faith
and charity:
What we especially need in these times are credible witnesses who make the Gospel visible by their lives
as well as by their words, and who reawaken the attraction for Jesus Christ, for the beauty of God. (October
14, 2013).
Urgency of going out to meet others
People won’t see us living in such a countercultural way, however, unless we go out to meet other people.
Jesus is our model. He didn’t wait for the disciples to come to him. He went out to find them.
Every Christian is likewise called to go out, says Pope Francis, to:
meet others
dialogue with people who think differently than we do
encounter those who have no faith or weak faith
Pope Francis teaches: “The Holy Spirit urges us to go beyond our own narrow confines and he guides us to
the outskirts of humanity” (October 14, 2013).
A pastoral plan centered on the essential
Pope Francis, a former pastor and bishop in a real community, says we often get diverted by secondary or
superfluous things. He urges us to focus on what is essential. He says that the essential fundamental reality
is the encounter with Jesus. Encounter with:
his mercy
his love
the love of our brothers and sisters
“We need a plan animated by the creativity and imagination of the Holy Spirit,” says the pope, “who also
urges us to take new paths with courage without becoming fossils!” (October 14, 2013).
When that young man encountered me on the sidewalk, I didn’t know what evangelization was. And he
didn’t either. Perhaps if I could have been more loving and joyful toward him, perhaps if I could have tried
to find some harmony between us, perhaps if I could have been a little more open about my fear and
embarrassment of not being a good enough Catholic…perhaps we could have wound up evangelizing each
other that day.
And perhaps if all of us can be that kind of witness and go out more to encounter people who need to see
that witness, and to always, always stay focused on Jesus’s mercy and love…perhaps we will see the day
when the whole world is evangelized.
Your turn
What concerns do you have about evangelizing? How can you make it something that happens yearround? With everyone you meet?
Back to Louise
We stand in the midst of the paschal mystery. COVID-19 has caused much dying, much diminishment,
much loss and much change. And in the dying comes the invitation to new life; the invitation to reimagine;
the invitation to move forward rather than go back. How is this paschal moment inviting us to reimagine our
parishes as evangelising communities of missionary disciples who make a significant difference in the life of
the town or neighbourhood in which we live? Having experienced the love of God alive in our hearts, people
might want to be part of our parish community. Let’s seize this moment.
Get together, ponder and act!
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