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PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN

If you would like the parish to pray for a
family member who is sick, recently
deceased or you would like remembered please
email the parish office or complete a prayer card
for each person and place in the mail box near
the parish office door.

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :

Saturday 13th December 5pm
Mass—Cooranbong
Sunday 14th December 9.30am
Mass—Morisset
Tuesday 16th December 9.30am
Mass—Morisset
Saturday 20th December 5pm
Mass—Morisset
Sunday 21st December 9.30am

Mass—Morisset

Dear Parish Family,
Everlasting joy on their faces...

In this third week of Advent, we light candle number three — the pink candle
representing joy! Halfway through Advent we pause for a moment to celebrate
Gaudette Sunday, a Sunday of joy. As | mentioned last weekend, the people of
Isaiah’s time had only known war, having been taken over by the Assyrians and by
Jesus’ time, it was another enemy, the Romans. Between being in captivity and
heavy taxes on the people it was Isaiah’s vision of what life might look like when
the Messiah finally comes. Isaiah paints this as a picture of regeneration where the
desert that once seemed to be dead is now bursting with life; eyes that lacked
sight can now see; ears incapable of hearing can now hear; limbs without strength
shall leap; and tongues not able to speak will speak - all are given new life.

Let’s set the scene of the Gospel — it opens in the darkness of a dungeon. John
openly denounced Herod for divorcing his wife and marrying his brother’s wife
(forbidden in Jewish Law). Herod was always nervous because there was always
political unrest and his appointment was by the Romans. Therefore, no one
respected him. Do you think John was a bit confused? John’s idea of the Messiah if
you remember from last week’s Gospel, was the strict judge, who will bring fiery
judgement ...maybe even break him out of prison! So, he sends out his disciples to
ask Jesus, “are you the one who is to come?”. All he has heard about this Jesus is
that he heals the sick; blesses the gentle and the peacemakers and calls everyone
not to judge one another and even to love your enemies! Isn’t that the fulfilment
of Isaiah’s vision, all the things that are to happen when the Messiah comes are
happening with me — that’s your answer!

As we enter this third week we build on the Advent themes of anticipation, being
prepared, people of hope, peace and now we add joy to the list. What areas of my
life need some joy - be it in myself, my family, my work, school or community?
How can | bring joy to others? As things ramp up closer to Christmas, it’s always a
reminder to not lose sight of the why we are celebrating.

As we light the third candle this weekend of our Advent wreaths...we light the
candle of joy! Through our baptism, Jesus is born in us, we have joy and that
through him there will be everlasting joy on earth. Joy is like a light shining in a
dark place. As we look at the light of this candle, we celebrate the joy we find in
each other and in Jesus Christ.

This week, our schools will begin finishing up for this year of 2025. What a great
year to journey together! We wish our young people a safe and rest filled break.
To our school teams led by Mark (St John Vianney, Morisset), Nikki (St Josephs,
Kilaben Bay), Nick (St Paul’s, Booragul) and Liz (St Mary’s Warners Bay) thank you
for your commitment to our young people through Catholic education and in
supporting our parishes’ vision of mission together. Wishing you also a safe and
rest filled break and look forward to furthering our mission together in 2026 with
blessings of this coming season of Christmas.

| will be back from this weekend on a limited return to work schedule. I'm feeling
fine but my body is taking its time....and again thanks for all the prayers and good
wishes.

Happy Advent everyone!

Fr Darryl PP
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

This Sunday 14th December, we celebrate the Third Sunday of
Advent, called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete means rejoice. This
signals that Christmas and the coming of Christ are near, marked
by the lighting of a pink candle in the lantern reminding believers
that Jesus' arrival brings light and joy even in darkness.
So, with the third week of Advent upon us, Jesus’ birth is fast
approaching. Hopefully, family stresses don’t get in the way of
what is a great Christian celebration.

BECOMING CATHOLIC - THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)

RCIA, or the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, is the process
through which adults are welcomed into the Catholic Church. It is
a journey of conversion and faith formation that includes
learning about Catholic teachings, prayer, and a series of rites,
culminating in the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Holy Eucharist.

RCIA is a process — not a program, and it is the normative way in
which adults are brought into the Catholic Church. Becoming
Catholic involves a journey of faith, accompanied by the support
of a parish community. This process is called the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults, or RCIA

During 2025 several local adults, from a variety of backgrounds,
have been meeting weekly in the Callinan Centre in a relaxed and
supportive environment, sharing in the life of the Church
expressed in the local faith community.

These people have been journeying at various stages of
preparation, depending on how they are growing in faith, what
questions they have encountered along the way, and how God
has been leading them on this journey.

Some have already made their commitment to discipleship; some
have made their ‘first reconciliation,” while others will be making
their commitment to discipleship in the coming weeks.
Please remember these pilgrims in your prayers as they journey
with the community.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED-CHRISTMAS/NEW YEAR

The Parish Office will be closed during the Christmas/New Year
period. It will close 2pm Christmas Eve Wednesday 24
December 2025 and will reopen 9am Monday 5 January 2026
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CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 2025

Christmas Eve 5:30pm St Mary’s Warners Bay

Christmas Eve 6:00pm St Joseph’s Toronto

Christmas Eve 6:00pm Morisset Showground

Christmas Eve 7:00pm  Our Lady Help Boolaroo

Christmas Day 8:00am St Michael's Booragul

Christmas Day 9:00am St Mary’s Warners Bay

Christmas Day 9:00am St Joseph’s Toronto

Christmas Day 9:30am St John Vianney Morisset

PLEASE PRAY FOR JACKIE PURNELL

You probably know that while Fr John Purnell was leading our
liturgy of reconciliation here in Morisset last week, his 96-year-
old mother Jackie, had a fall at home. She was subsequently
transported by ambulance to John Hunter Hospital with a broken
hip. After dealing with the side effects and ‘fall out’ from the pain
relief, she has since had an operation to repair her broken hip.
Please pray for the speedy recovery of Jackie.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES.

Christmas Eve-6pm-Morisset Showground. -Ourimbah St.
Christmas Day, Mass 9.30am Morisset, 60 Yambo St. Morisset.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORKING BEE Thank you to everyone who
volunteered to help set up the Morisset Showground for our
Christmas Eve Mass. A working bee to help arrange the chairs
and stage etc will be held on Wednesday 24th December at
10am.

WITH A LIGHT HEART

A Priest had a homily about people belonging to the army of
God. After mass, standing outside the church door, he was
talking to parishioners and stopped one man, asking him, “John
why you do not join the army of God?”

John responded, “Father, | am already in the army. “Ooh”, said
the priest, “so why do | not see you in the church more than
twice a year? John came closer and whispered in the priest’s
ear, “Father, | am in the secret service.”

Does this ‘ring a bell’?

Every Christmas, my family says the same thing: “This year, we’re
keeping it simple.”

Which is hilarious, because by Christmas Eve, we’re still sprinting
around the house like contestants on The Amazing Race:
Mums in the kitchen yelling, “WHO MOVED MY SPATULA?!”
Dad’s trying to assemble a toy with instructions written in
ancient hieroglyphics.

Someone is wrapping presents with so much tape it could
survive re-entry into the atmosphere.

And every five minutes someone shouts, “Has anyone seen the
sticky tape?” (There are seven rolls in the house. No one ever
finds any of them.)

Meanwhile, half the family is out shopping for the thing they
forgot, even though they promised they were done. They return
hours later looking like they’ve survived a tsunami —heavy bags
in hand, hair sticking up, muttering, “Never again!”
The kids are buzzing around like overcaffeinated elves, the dog is
eating something suspicious under the Christmas tree, and
Grandma keeps asking why everyone is shouting when she’s the
only one who usually can’t hear anything.
And then—magically—at some point we all sit down, exhausted,
dishevelled, slightly sticky fingers from the tape, and realise:
Somehow, this chaos is Christmas. We rush, we fuss, we forget
things ... And we wouldn’t change a thing!

TOWARDS 2026

It is planned that:

*The Saturday Vigil Mass be held each Saturday evening 5pm at
Cooranbong.

*Sunday Mass once a month at Wyee, in the Wyee Community
Hall.

* Regional Parish Pastoral Council and Regional Parish Finance
Council to commence their meetings in February.

*Preparation for Baptism 2026, to alternate between Morisset
and Toronto.



MASSES AT WYEE

In 2026 we are proposing to hold Masses at Wyee due to our
growing population and needs in that area.

They will be held on the 4th Sunday of the Month we would love
your input on a suggested Mass time.

Please complete the survey form at: : https://forms.office.com/
r/BW9FEjSmnq or click on the link on our website homepage.

GIVE THE GIFT OF LAUDATO SI’ THIS CHRISTMAS

The Tighes Terrace Community Garden, supported by St Bene-
dict’s Inner Newcastle Catholic parish, is offering free red cedar
(Toona ciliata) trees to individuals, families, schools and commu-
nity groups to celebrate the 10" anniversary of Laudato Si’ —
with over 500 trees distributed, their goal is to have 1000 plant-
ed by 2026. Find out how to get yours at the diocese website at:
https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/laudato-si-plant-hope-with-red

-cedar-trees/

PILGRIMAGE OF THE MIGRANT JUBILEE CROSS:

A CONVERSATION WITH BISHOP MICHAEL

Friday 19 December, 2-4pm — Victor Peters Suite

Share the stories of our migrant communities. Come and be a
part of a hope-filled conversation around the future of multi-
cultural ministry.

The Migrant Jubilee Cross will arrive at our diocesan centre. Join
Bishop Michael Kennedy and representatives from our migrant
communities for prayer and conversation. Reservations are en-
couraged to Read more and make your reservation go to:
https://mn.catholic.org.au/event/a-conversation-with-bishop-
michael-on-the-migrant-jubilee-cross-pilgrimage/
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3rd December - Morisset
10th December - Toronto
17th December - Warners Bay
All commence at 7pm

2026 Introductory Course in Clinical Pastoral Education
(CPE)

Monday 2 February 2026

Mackillop Parish Hall, Charlestown

Commencing on Monday 2 February 2026, over five consecutive
Mondays at Mackillop Parish, Charlestown. Topics covered in-
clude Pastoral Care, Listening, Self-Awareness, Grief, Healing &
Illness and Community. Contact Fr. Roger Zohrab for further in-
formation. M: 04185 438 649 or E: rzohrab@bigpond.com.
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Stay safe and ‘elfy over the summer holidays

You might be a decorating machine or just wanting to
" pop a few lights on the tree. Either way, make sure you're
’\) following basic safety steps. To decorate safely, ensure
you're following manufacturer's instructions and have

,‘ ] power points turned off before plugging in lights.
wEIEd

December and January are traditionally the months the
highest number of recorded road accidents. Avoid rushing
when travelling to Christmas lunch and other social
occasions. Plan your route ahead of time and allow plenty
of time to get there.

Never travel into any high-risk bushfire area where a

5((1:2) Catastrophic day has been declared. If you're staying in a
?p“‘ high-risk bushfire area, the safest option is to leave the
S ,‘-1 night before or early in the day on which Catastrophic has
@/ been declared. Before you travel, make sure you download
~
o J the relevant emergency app for your state and check the
(

fire danger rating for your destination. While you're away,
listen to local radio for warnings and advice when you’re on
the road. Always follow the advice of emergency services.

We all know how the Australian sun can be incredibly
intense. Protect yourself by wearing a hat, sunglasses, and
sunscreen with a high SPF. Stay in the shade as much as
possible, especially during the hottest part of the day
where UV rays are highest (between 11am and 3pm).

Y Y

Chuck a few prawns on the barbie this summer, but
don't forget the golden rules: find a flat spot and steer
clear of anything flammable; have a bucket of water or
fire extinguisher ready to spring into action; avoid
wearing loose clothing; and keep children and pets
away from the BBQ area.

‘Know the Drill, before you Grill. Be sure to check your
gas connection before you BBQ - get into the habit of
doing a soapy water check. Squirt your gas connection
with soapy water to make sure there are no leaks. If no
bubbles appear, you're safe to use.

During the hot weather over summer, it's important to
stay hydrated and drink plenty of water. Sugary
drinks and alcohol can cause dehydration, so it's best
to avoid them.

Check on elderly friends and family to ensure they
are staying cool and hydrated.

Over Christmas, some services may be closed or limited.
Being prepared will avoid unnecessary issues.

e Check if you have enough scripts and medications to get

you through the public holidays?

e If you are going away, do you have an up to date list of
your medications?
Christmas can be stressful or lonely. The Mental Health
Line 1800 011 511 or Lifeline 13 11 14 can offer support.
If you have a health concern but your GP is closed, you
can call Health Direct for trustworthy health advice on
1800 022 222.
e Avoid hurting yourself or others, drink safely this

Christmas. Maybe try to schedule alcohol-free days

each week.
LAt “wad
at M
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SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1st Collection

If you would like to make contributions to support the priest’s
monthly stipend, private health insurance and superannuation
contribution. Please do so at Mass in the First Plate or electroni-
cally using the Online Payments button on the Parish Website
Home page, or by Electronic Funds Transfer Bank Account Name:
Morisset Parish Presbytery  BSB: 066739  No: 100004062
Ref: SURNAME.

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2nd Collection

If you would like to make contributions to support our parish
operating costs. Please do so at Mass via the Second Plate, the Tap
n Go machines or by Parish Electronic Funds Transfer the details
are: Account Name: Morisset Parish Church BSB:066739 Account
Number: 100004064 please use one of the following Payment
References PG# + SURNAME or SURNAME you can also use the
Online Payments or Planned Giving button on the Parish Website
Home page. Receipts can only be provided to those who are
registered for planned giving.

If you would like to contribute via Direct Debit for either or
both collections contact the Parish Office.

UPCOMING
SOLEMINITIES
SAINT LUCY (M) - 13TH DEC

SAINT JOHN OF KANTY (OM) - 23RD DEC

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD VIGIL (S) - 24TH DEC

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DAY (S) - 25TH DEC

SAINT STEPHEN (F) - 26TH DEC

SAINT JOHN (F) - 27TH DEC

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH (F) - 28TH DEC
SAINT THOMAS BECKET (OM) - 29TH DEC

SAINT SYLVESTER | (OM) - 31ST DEC

FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at
home, especially those living with a life threatening
disease:

Jackie Purnell, Miriam English, Jennene Mallett, June Gillett,
Bill Fenton, Jayden Sanders, Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney,
Maureen Luxford, Steve McKay, Jackie Purnell, Nancy Overton,
Ross  Dickson, Mary Monaghan, Clare Wallington,
Donna Hazzard, Pam Mullaly, Tintumol Thomas, Peter Martyn,
Bruce Gillett.

We are committed to the

NATIONAL CATHOLIC
SAFEGUARDING STANDARDS

WEEKEND ROSTERS Please pray for those who have. been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
THIS WEEK NEXT WEEK
5pPm Mass Mass
9.30AM Mass Mass
EUCHARISTIC | 5PM K Lendon M Melvey
MINISTER 9.30AM M Melvey K Smith P@pe Leo’s
PROCLAIMERS: | 5PM J Parkins J France Prayer Intention
.30AM H Whi DP
3.30 te eterson for December 2025
PSALMIST: 5PM P Melvey K Lendon o
9.30AM K Lendon D Joyce For Christians
GIFTS 5PM H White P Robertson N gees onconlict
9.30AM T Alexander K Amon Let us pray that Christians
SERVERS 5PM L Hutchinson J Foo ""'”5 . areas.of w‘ar o
9.30am | R & C Lawandos J Lawandos conflict, especially in the
Middle East, might be seeds of
Av 5pM J Vipan J Vipan peace, reconciliation,
930AM M FOWler T Alexander (CNpholVancanMedia)h‘; and hope.
WELCOMERS gP3M0AM PKPIth::r?lr;s I\K/I lé?::g:] The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding
' commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of
hild d vul ble adults.
CHURCH COoOR P Maclntyre M Shamley caiaren ang vinerane aaurs.
) Our Parish supports The Diocese in its zero-tolerance approach
CLEANIING MOR XXXX H Karanja ,
to abuse. Every one of us must each day commit ourselves
individually and collectively to safeguard each child and every
COUNTING T Alexander D Peterson vulnerable person to whom we interact with.
J Hutchins J Hutchins Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility.
If you have any concerns for a child or vulnerable person please

contact the Office of Safeguarding Phone: 02 4979 1390 Email:
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au,

or visit their website for further information:
www.officeofsafequarding.org.au

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal
relationship with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is
not in a position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese
cannot accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE

Third Sunday of Advent Year A

Sunday 14 Dec 2025

The Introductory Rites

Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed
on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
Greeting
Leader:
Blessed be Jesus Christ, who will come again in glory.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):
Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we await the coming of the Lord.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:
Before listening to the Word of God
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ
who has raised us to new life.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:
Lord Jesus, you came to rescue the poor and the lowly: Lord,
have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you give us patience in times of trial: Christ, have
mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.

Lord Jesus, you will come in glory with salvation for your people:

Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Leader:
May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.

All:
Amen.
Opening Prayer

Leader:
Let us pray.

All pause for silent prayer.
God of all ages,
with joy and gladness
we await the coming of our Saviour, Jesus.
Give us courage and strength
so that we may share with others

the Good News of your kingdom.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.

All:
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
God himself will come and save us.
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;
they shall see the glory of the Lord,
the splendour of our God.
Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.
‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,
the retribution of God;
he is coming to save you.’
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,
then the lame shall leap like a deer
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.
They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;
joy and gladness will go with them
and sorrow and lament be ended.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:
The word of the Lord.
All reply:
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4

(R.) Lord, come and save us.

1. Itisthe Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.)

2. ltisthe Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.)

3. Itisthe Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.

The Lord will reign for ever,
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)

Second Reading

James 5:7-10

A reading from the letter of St James

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming
will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer:
how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it
has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to



be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will
be soon. Do not make complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement yourselves;
the Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For
your example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader
acclaims:
The word of the Lord.
All reply:
Thanks be to God.

Gospel

Reader:
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

All:
Glory to you, O Lord.
Matthew 11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for
someone else?
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he
sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to
come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus
answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see;
the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the
Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man
who does not lose faith in me.’
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the
people about John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then
what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh
no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces.
Then what did you go out for? To see a prophet? Yes, | tell
you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom
scripture says: Look, | am going to send my messenger
before you; he will prepare your way before you. | tell you
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a greater than
John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.”

Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

All are seated.
Reflection on the Word

A short period of reflection may be observed.
Profession of Faith

Leader:
In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.

All:
| believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful

Leader: Dear friends, with courage in our hearts, let us bring our
intentions before the Lord.

Reader: That the Church will be ready to meet the coming of our
Saviour with joy and thanksgiving. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That leaders of nations and governments will work for
justice and peace. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That we will treat others with respect, whether in
person or through social media, and will teach our
children to follow that example. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That in this Advent time, our community may take heart

and find renewed faith in the Lord. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That there will be a just distribution of food throughout
the world, particularly to areas which are suffering from
critical shortages of food. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Reader: That all who are sick and housebound will be saved
through the love of Christ, and everyone who has died
may reign with Christ forever. In your mercy:

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord God, the coming of your Son is near. Hear our
prayers, and guide us with patience and renewed faith
as we wait in joyful hope. We ask this through Christ

our Lord.
All: Amen.
The Lord's Prayer

Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:
May the Lord be with us and protect us now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All: Amen.



Dismissal
Leader:
Let us go in peace..
All:
Thanks be to God.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published
and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.

The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel
Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997,
1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved.

The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010
International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.

CHRISTMAS

Luke 2:11 "For unto you is born this day in the city of David
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord."

Welcome Home - Most Rev Michael Kennedy

Each Christmas we hear the angels’ song to the shepherds:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and
goodwill toward all.” These words remind us of the night
when heaven touched earth, when God took on human
flesh and made His home among us.

The wonder of Christmas is that God chose to make His
home on earth, entering our world in the person of Jesus.
He entered our lives not as a distant ruler but as a child,
born into the ordinary and the imperfect. In doing so, He
showed us that every home, no matter how small, simple,
or messy, can be a place where divine love dwells. The
manger reminds us that God is never far away. He comes to
where we are and makes even our simplest moments
sacred.

Christmas reminds us that God’s home is with His people,
and that we are called to create that same sense of
welcome in our own homes and communities.

This is what we celebrate as we gather: in a house, in a
Church, around a table, in a heart that longs for belonging.
For to belong is the deepest form of coming home. It is to
be known, to be invited and to be embraced.

Home is where we don’t have to pretend to hide our
struggles, our past, or our fears. It is where we can breathe
and bring our full selves: the joyful moments, the broken
ones, the unanswered questions, the hopes we carry quietly
in our heart.

In the birth of Christ, God says to each of us: You are loved.
You belong. You are home. The birth of Jesus is God’s way
of saying to all humanity: Welcome home.

In recent years, the world has known what it is like when
relationships fracture, when the place many once called
home feels distant or even unreachable. We have witnessed
war and unrest, heard of communities torn apart and felt
the uncertainty of a world that seems increasingly polarised
and fragile.

In our own lives, too, we may have faced seasons of change.
We may have moved house, changed jobs, lost loved ones,
or simply felt too far away from where we thought we
should be.

Yet Christmas reminds us that the home we seek is first of
all found in God'’s love. The infant Jesus, born into simplicity
and vulnerability, speaks to every human heart: come, rest,
remain in me, for you are beloved.

Whichever table you find yourself at this Christmas, you
might set an extra place. To leave room for a visitor or
stranger. To say: there is space for you here too. You are

welcome. You belong.

As we light the candles, sing carols, share meals and laughter, let
us remember: the glory of Christmas shines brightest in our
welcome. In the way we open our doors and our hearts.

So to every family, every household and every single one of you:
Welcome home. Welcome to the place where you are loved and
accepted. Welcome to the embrace of Christ and his Church
community.

May the place where you gather be one of hope. And may the
peace of the newborn Saviour dwell with you now and always.

| wish you all a blessed and joyful Christmas.

LGBTIQ+ CATHOLIC FORUM PICNIC

Join us at a picnic to celebrate the eighth year since the
formation of the LGBTIQ+ Catholic Forum.

Islington Park, TIGHES HILL

18 Jan 26 @ 12:00 pm

In 2018, the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle became the first
diocese in Australia to establish a pastoral ministry to listen to,
learn from, and journey with the LGBTIQ+ people who are
members of the parishes and workers in the schools, welfare,
and shared services within the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle.
Details of the Forum’s work are available here.

The picnic is a BYO everything event from midday on Sunday
18th January 2026 at Islington Park (car parking on Maitland Rd
or at end of Union St, Tighes Hill) — click for Google Maps

For more information, please email the Forum

2026 SISTERS OF FAITH DINNER

An evening of friendship, reflection, and inspiring conversation
that nourishes both heart and soul.

Wednesday 11 February 2026 6.30pm to 9pm

Victor Peters Suite, 841 Hunter Street, Newcastle West

This is a sell-out each year amongst the women in our faith
communities. Our guest speaker, Sister Helen-Anne Johnson from
Mum'’s Cottage, Holmesville, will share stories and insights from
a ministry close to many hearts, a place of welcome, belonging,
and renewal for all who enter.

Tickets are $35 and on sale at the diocese website at: https://
mn.catholic.org.au/event/sisters-of-faith-2026-dinner/

Parish Volunteers are needed
to assist with
Children’s Liturgy of the Word

All training and resources supplied.
Contact the Parish Office
Email: morparish@ mn.catholic.org.au
Phone 02 4973 6859
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