4TH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C SUNDAY 27 MARCH 2022
Todays Gospel of the Prodigal Son, is a story of the descent into the pits and the climb up again, to a place in the family.
The prodigal son should have thought of the consequences before he went off on his wild escapade. But he joined the
church of sin and self-indulgence. Now, only the redeeming love of the Father could save him.
The Gospel shows a God who knows us, allows us to make good and bad decisions and who is on hand for us, no matter
what!
We must also be a place where justice, compassion, mercy and the fullness of life are set above all other considerations.
We need to convert to the radical vision of Christ and let it permeate our attitudes, actions and
pastoral practices. The Word of God challenges us to be a force for positive transformation in the
world.
Following his footsteps, we are called to be people who are on the side of truth, justice and
dignity, starting with the oppressed with those who are most impacted, including creation.

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France

Sat & Sun

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon,
and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR:
Fr Geoff Mulhearn
SACRAMENTAL PRIEST: Fr John Purnell
Parish Secretary: Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
(Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office)
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin .

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
27th March 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
29th March 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
3rd April 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
5th April 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Wednesday 6th April 7pm
Reconciliation— Morisset
PHYSICAL DISTANCING NEEDS TO CONTINUE
As the degree of harm to many in our
Parish Community is high if they caught COVID
-19 under WHS we need to Physical Distance
1.5m apart, and we are providing the option to
book in for services for those who would like
to be guaranteed a seat. To book use the Book
for Services button on the Parish Website, or
the Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or call the
Parish Office between 9am and 2pm Weekdays.
MASKS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED
Everyone over the age of 12 is strongly
recommended by NSW Health to wear a Mask
that covers the nose and mouth whilst indoors
especially if you are around vulnerable people
or unable to maintain a distance of 1.5m away
from others.

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to endorse the
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements.

REFLECTION FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C –
27THMARCH, 2022
On this 4th Sunday of Lent we are more than half way
through our Lenten Season. Perhaps now is the time to take
stock. Just as the Israelites had to make a new beginning as
they began eating what the land of Canaan provided and the
manna ceased to fall, so, too, Lent is an opportunity for each
of us for a new beginning.
In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul gives us a clear
direction: “Be reconciled to God.”
Christ frequently taught his followers in parables, stories
used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson. In Christ’s story
today in Luke’s Gospel we hear of three characters, the
prodigal son, who had wasted his whole inheritance, the
loving and forgiving father and the resentful elder brother. If
you were to look in a mirror, which character would you see
reflected back? For many of us I suspect it may be the older
brother. What lesson is it that Christ is seeking to teach us
here?
Firstly, we need to consider the situation in which Christ told
this story: the scribes and Pharisees were complaining about
the company he was keeping, welcoming and eating with
sinners. In Jewish society this was a taboo, as this association
made you “unclean”. Christ, however, is establishing a new
social order, one that is welcoming to all, accepting and
non-judgemental. Perhaps we and our Church have a way to
go.
Neither of the brothers in the parable understood the true
nature of the father, full of unconditional love and prepared
to forgive any offence. The extravagant love of the father is
evident in the welcome of his younger son, who admitted,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I no
longer deserve to be called your son.” And his offences were
grave indeed: in asking for his inheritance, he was treating his
father as though he had died, a serious offence in this
patriarchal society; his life was one of total indulgence and
debauchery until the money ran out and famine struck.
Worse still, he survived by working with pigs, animals considered
unclean by the Jews. Yet his father had him dressed
in the best robe, a ring and sandals, all tokens of his love and
acceptance. He then ordered a wonderful feast to be prepared.
His elder brother, full of anger and resentment, refused to
join the feast. He obviously felt himself badly done by,
claiming he had obeyed his father and slaved for him for years
without any recognition. His father said, “My son, you are
with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right, we
should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was
dead and has come to life; he was lost and is found.”
How he responded to his father’s words is left to our
imagination. But Jesus wanted his followers (and us) to se the
image of His Father in the story here – a Father who always
loves us; if we have lost our way He is always there to forgive
and welcome us back. He also wanted us to see the need to
be reconciled to others. We might each ask ourselves who
have I failed to forgive?
Paul tells us, “It was God who reconciled us to himself
through Christ and gave us the work of handing on his
reconciliation…not holding men’s faults against them.”
Pam Melvey

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Rosalie 44, is an ex-combatant who lives with her
husband and seven children in the Democratic
Republic of Congo. Forced to join the army when
she was just 15-years-old, Rosalie experienced significant trauma and hardship during her years in the
military. After she was demobilised from the army,
Rosalie, like other ex-combatants, was left to fend
for herself in the community.
With your generous support and through our local
partners, Rosalie was able to connect with other
members of her community and participate in
business skills training to help her to reintegrate into
society.

Please donate to Project Compassion
2022 and help women like Rosalie to
succeed in the future, providing hope
For All Future Generations.
Together, we can help vulnerable communities face
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow
For All Future Generations. You can donate
through Project Compassion donation boxes and
envelopes available from your Parish, by visiting
lent.caritas.org.au, or by calling 1800 024 413.

LITURGY MATTERS: CHRISM MASS IS ALL SYSTEMS GO!
On Tuesday 12 April, I am looking forward to all roads once
again leading to the Sacred Heart Cathedral for our annual
celebration of the Chrism Mass beginning at 7.00pm.
At the Chrism Mass the faithful of the diocese gather with
their Bishop to bless and consecrate the Sacred Oils to be used
in the church’s sacramental ministry in the coming year.
The Oil of the Sick
The Oil of Catechumens
The Oil of Chrism
In recent years we have missed these big diocesan
experiences and that indescribable feeling that comes when
the voice of the faithful fills the Cathedral almost lifting the
roof. l love the smell of the Chrism that greets us when we
enter the Cathedral. I love seeing people and catching up on
life in our different parish communities.
The 2022 Chrism Mass is shaped not only by our ‘New
Normal’ defined by COVID, but also by the absence of our
Bishop, Bill Wright. He will be with us differently, because it is
the whole Church that gathers for liturgy: the church on earth
joined with the communion of saints.
I hope the following information helps you prepare to join in:
We have an Event Management Plan in place:
Everyone is welcome. We are encouraged ‘as far as practical’
to maintain some social distance.
While there is no requirement to wear a mask, given the
numbers we hope will gather, we suggest you consider doing
so.
Hand sanitiser and some masks will be available in the foyer
of the Cathedral.
It is for you to decide if you will attend. Please do not come if
you have any symptoms or are feeling unwell.
A Bishop is required to preside at the Chrism Mass. Only a
Bishop can consecrate the Oil of Chrism. Bishop Danny
Meagher, the recently ordained Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Sydney has accepted Fr Greg Barker’s
invitation to preside at our celebration.
This week, parishes will receive the usual communication
asking for the quantity of each Sacred Oil needed. Parishes will
also be asked to nominate the person who will collect each oil.
The liturgy has been prepared as usual by the Chrism Mass
Standing Committee and this year with the assistance of the
College of Assistant Masters of Ceremonies. You will notice
some changes to the liturgy:
The Bishop’s Chair will remain empty. It is the primary
symbol that we are a church without a Bishop.
There will be no ‘Renewal of Commitment of Ministry’ (of the
faithful and deacons) as has been the custom in our diocese,
and no ‘Renewal of Priestly Promises’. Particularly the
‘Renewal of Priestly Promises’ is an expression of the

covenant relationship or communion that exists between a
Bishop and the priests of a diocese. The dialogue between the
Bishop and the Priests begins ‘… are you resolved to renew in
the presence of your Bishop …’. While Bishop Danny can
consecrate the Oil of Chrism, he is not our Bishop and does not
have the necessary relationship with our priests.
Clergy will be vesting in the Murray Room and joining the
Entrance Procession.
Supper will be in the Victor Peters Suite. This space will
enable us to catch up socially in a safe environment. We hope
you will stay.
Our Mystagogical Reflection Resource, ‘Blessing of Holy Oils’
has been updated. It is available on our website for any person
or group to use for prayer before or after the Chrism Mass.
A resource to assist parishes in preparing to receive the Holy
Oils into the parish Church
during Holy Week (Holy Thursday) is also available under
‘Chrism Mass’ on our website.
The Chrism Mass will be live streamed for those who would
ordinarily be there but need to stay away because of COVID.
If our circumstances change between now and the Mass, this
article will be updated with revised information. So, watch this
space.
Preparing the Chrism Mass as a Church without a Bishop has
invited us to reflect deeply, not just on the various parts of the
liturgy and what changes are needed, but also on who we are
as church. Something Bishop Bill said not infrequently has
been echoing in my mind and heart. Sometimes, if his name
was mentioned when other dioceses were looking for a
Bishop, he used to explain that the relationship between a
bishop and his diocese was like a marriage. The ordination of a
Bishop enacts a covenant relationship that he believed should
not be broken. Being without a Bishop places us in a very
liminal space. Let us continue to pray for the appointment of
our new Bishop.
The other night a friend reminded me of what a blessing and
opportunity our Chrism Mass is. She moved here some years
ago, having lived in a few other dioceses. Until she came here,
she’d never heard of a Chrism Mass. In the dioceses where she
had lived it was not a major celebration of the whole church.
She made me recall my first experience of the Chrism Mass as
a novice. It was at the then Procathedral in Maitland on Holy
Thursday morning. The clergy were there and a scattering of
people. How it has changed and grown over the years to the
wonderful event it was before COVID. My friend reminded me
of what a privilege it is to live in a church that values such
opportunities to gather as a whole church to be made new in
faith, hope and love. Bring on the Chrism Mass!
I am looking forward to seeing the bus from the Upper
Hunter pull up out the front of the Cathedral as it did for many
years up to and including 2019. I am looking forward to this
campus being full of people by 6.30pm. Tea and coffee will be
available in the Davis Courtyard for our travellers.
The Chrism Mass is ‘All Systems Go!’ for take-off on Tuesday
12 April at 7.00pm in the Sacred Heart Cathedral, Hamilton. All
we need now is YOU!
Acknowledgements: Photos: © 2019 Diocese of MaitlandNewcastle. All rights reserved.
MARCH AURORA
Copies are available at the back of the Church.

FINANCE REPORT FROM MEETING AT DIOCESE ON
21/3/2022
Last week John France mentioned that the Diocese was
having a meeting of priests, Parish leaders and members of
the various Finance Councils. This was to discuss a shortfall in
the 1st Collections in the Diocese since the Covid 19 pandemic
occurred. There were 4 meetings held, 2 on Friday 18 th March
at Muswellbrook and Maitland and 2 on Monday 21st March at
Bulahdelah and Newcastle Diocesan Office (18 Parishes were
represented here, including ourselves).
The meeting was convened by Father Greg Barker, the
Diocesan Administrator, and the moderator was Father
Matthew Muller, Diocesan Chancellor and Canonical Adviser.
We were supplied with the following results for the whole
Diocese – 1st Collection only:
2018/2019
$1,344,738
2019/2020
$1,084,629
2020/2021
$908,980
Last 6 months 2021 $354,111
The moneys from the first collection from each Parish,
whether cash, direct debit or bankcard, are paid into the
Clergy Remuneration Fund, which supports the clergy and
pays a sustentation package. The Parishes do not know the
composition of the packages for their own Parish priests. The
Fund also covers the accommodation, health and welfare of
retired priests.
In some instances, the Clergy Remuneration Fund may
receive an insufficient contribution from a Parish towards
sustentation of their Parish priest. The shortfall is met by the
Diocese. This is the basis on which the fund was set up in the
first place. However, the current position is that the Diocese is
now facing a situation where it will soon be unable to meet its
stipend commitments.
The cost of maintaining a Parish priest, including a car, was
given as $53,000 p.a., so this is a considerable expense on the
Diocese.
A review committee has been formed to explore all options
and will have these assessed by external experts; not just the
1st collection but also the 2nd collections, as well as all other
incomes of the Parishes and Diocese. An external
(independent) audit has been called for.
With regard to our Parish 2nd collection, we appear to be in a
reasonable position and can meet our current operating
expenses, including staff and superannuation. Having said this,
the last 6 months of 2021 2nd collection were down by 28%.
You may recall over the last 5 years we have painted and
recarpeted both churches, placed sandstone blocks to protect
the boundaries of the Cooranbong church and installed
lighting. We had a lottery/100 Club to fund part of this. 91% of
our 2nd collection is received electronically (direct debit or
bank card).
In the current time with the NSW floods and a request by our
SVDP society for funds to help those in distress, we received
only $2.50 in the 1st collection bucket.
If you have any suggestions as to how to increase the
$ amount of either or both collections, please let us know
within the next 2 weeks. In the words of Father Greg: “Nothing
is off the table”.
We thank you again for your generosity, especially during
these difficult times. Your response to electronic payments for
planned giving for both the 1st and 2nd collections is appreciated and has assisted greatly in reducing administration costs
and facilitating more reliable budgeting. Mal Melvey

VOLUNTEERS FOR EASTER SERVICES
If you are able to help at any of our Easter Services could you
please complete the sign-up form on the home page of the
Parish Website a link was sent with the e-Bulletin or there are
paper forms at the back of the Church.
THE ECUMENICAL WAY OF THE CROSS
Join us on Sunday, 3rd April, 2022, as we walk through the last
moments of Jesus’ earthly life with the Ecumenical Way of the
Cross. This year, we have taken up the theme of ‘Church without Walls.’ At each station, we will hear a personal story in
response to Jesus’ invitation to follow him. These stories of
mission and outreach will come from across our Diocese and
fellow Christian Churches.
Details:
Sunday,
3rd
April,
2022
3pm
start
St Joseph’s Parish Grounds (meet at St Joseph’s Community
Centre)
140
Wangi
Rd,
Toronto
Afternoon tea provided.
For more information contact Brendon Mannyx P: 0426426892
E: brendon.mannyx@mn.catholic.org.au

CALL TO SUPPORT THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION
The 1st collections in 2020-21 are 67% of the 2018-19 1st
collection, which is a 33% reduction. The first two quarters of
2021-22 show the decline continuing. The MCCF has funds
on deposit that may last about nine months (9) maximum to
meet the short fall. We wish to thank those who have
continued to support the Clergy and are asking for those who
are not doing so to consider making contributions to support
the Clergy / 1st Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or
electronically using the following Bank Account Details are:
Account Name: CDF 96020 Presbytery BSB: 062815 Account
Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support
for our Parish during these very different times. As cash is
deemed a transmission hazard by NSW Health they strongly
recommend that donations and payments be made
electronically.
You can deposit directly into the Parish Account our bank
Account details are:
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or
5004 PG and Giver Number.
Or alternatively you can use the
online parish payments button on the
Parish Website Home page or use the
QR code here to access online parish
payments.
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UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
PALM SUNDAY— 10TH APRIL
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 14TH APRIL
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 15TH APRIL
PASCHAL VIGIL IN THE HOLY NIGHT— 16TH APRIL
SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION—17TH APRIL
ANZAC DAY—25TH APRIL
SAINT MARK— 26TH APRIL
SAINT PETER CHANEL— 28TH APRIL
SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA— 29TH APRIL
SAINT ATHANASIUS— 2ND MAY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Reg Callinan,
Koby Smith, Patricia Jones.
Please pray for those who have been called to
eternal life may they always be in our prayers.
Remembrance: Sarah Harrison

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door.
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish
Office.
All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Fourth Sunday of Lent Year C
Sunday 27 Mar 2022

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be God
who has reconciled us through Christ
and renews us by his grace.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we call upon the mercy of the Lord
in this season of repentance and renewal.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

The Lord is rich in mercy and kindness.
Let us prepare ourselves to hear God’s Word
and praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.

Leader:

Lord Jesus, you raise the dead to life in the Spirit: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you bring pardon and peace to the sinner: Christ, have mercy:
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you bring light to those in darkness: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Faithful God,
only with the eyes of faith
can we see your glory.
Give us your saving help
even when we do not see your goodness.
Heal us and forgive us all our sins.
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Jos 5:9-12
A reading from the book of Joshua
The people of God went to the promised land and there kept the passover.

The Lord said to Joshua, ‘Today I have taken the shame of Egypt away from you.’
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover there on the fourteenth
day of the month, at evening in the plain of Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they
tasted the produce of that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that same
day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that country, the manna
stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the Israelites fed from that year onwards on
what the land of Canaan yielded.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:
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Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm
Ps 33:2-7. R. v.9
(R.) Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
1. I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
in the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. (R.)
2. Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. (R.)
3. Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. (R.)

Second Reading
2 Cor 5:17-21
A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the Corinthians
God reconciled us to himself through Christ.

For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation has gone, and now the
new one is here. It is all God’s work. It was God who reconciled us to himself through Christ
and gave us the work of handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ was
reconciling the world to himself, not holding men’s faults against them, and he has
entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as
though God were appealing through us, and the appeal that we make in Christ’s name is: be
reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into sin, so that in him we might
become the goodness of God.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Luke.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Lk 15:1-3. 11-32
Your brother here was dead and has come to life.
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The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he
had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes
sinners and eats with them.’ So he spoke this parable to them:
‘A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the
estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property between them. A few
days later, the younger son got together everything he had and left for a distant country
where he squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, and now he began to
feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of the local inhabitants who put him on his
farm to feed the pigs. And he would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs
were eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and said, “How
many of my father’s paid servants have more food than they want, and here am I dying of
hunger! I will leave this place and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as one of your
paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to his father.
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved with pity. He ran to
the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it on him; put a ring on
his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill it; we are
going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back
to life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate.
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he drew near the house,
he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of the servants he asked what it was all about.
“Your brother has come” replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry then and refused to
go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he answered his father, “Look, all
these years I have slaved for you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never
offered me so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son of yours,
when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he and his women – you kill the
calf we had been fattening.”
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is yours. But it is only right
we should celebrate and rejoice, because your brother here was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and is found.”’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. In what way does the telling of the parable better answer the Pharisees than a direct
confrontation?
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Q. When have you been like the lost son and acted in haste only to later regret your
actions?
Q. How do you respond to the older son’s reaction?
Q. Have you ever had the opportunity to respond to a situation with extravagant love as the
father did?
Q. What learning do you take from this week’s reading and reflection?

Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Faithful
Leader: Brothers and Sisters, let us make our prayers before the Lord, the God of
forgiveness and mercy.
Reader:
That the Holy Catholic Church will welcome all who repent and seek
forgiveness.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That families struggling with division or conflict will choose forgiveness and
healing.
(pause)
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In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That our hearts will be open to do all we can to rebuild the lives of others, and
be instruments of God’s peace, especially for those driven away from their
homes by violence, persecution or poverty.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That physical and spiritual nourishment will be given to all affected by famine
or natural disasters.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That all those who suffer, particularly as a result of injuries and forced
migration due to war: will find resilience, welcome and compassion from all
people of good will.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:
Lord, hear our prayer
Reader:
That those who do not believe in God may come to understand Christ’s
message of reconciliation and forgiveness.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That as our Church of Maitland-Newcastle waits with joyful hope for a new
Bishop, we will be cleansed and renewed by the Word of God so that we will be
ready, with our lamps lit, when a new Bishop is announced.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That the sick and housebound will find a renewed spirit through God’s mercy,
especially those in our community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:
That those who have died will taste and see the everlasting goodness of God,
especially those in our community and families.
(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader: God our Father, through love your Son teaches us to repent in our daily lives. Hear
our prayers, and, like the prodigal son, help us to return to your ever present
mercy in devoted love. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:Amen.
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd, Project Compassion Resources.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord bless us
in all things through Christ
so that we may work together
in loving service.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in peace.
All:

Thanks be to God.
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
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