
 

 

We acknowledge the Awabakal & Darkinjung people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY, 12 JULY 2026                                         FIFTEENTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  YEAR A 

Dear Parish Family,  

“….he told them many things in parables.” 

Again, surrounded by many who are sick, lonely and feeling hopeless Jesus 
begins to speak about the Kingdom of God or as I like to say it, if God was in charge! 
Over the next three weeks, Jesus will speak in parables to help us understand the 
Kingdom. What is a parable? A parable is a short story that teaches a moral, spiritual or 
practical lesson They are usually brief, making them easy to remember. They draw on 
everyday experiences - such as farming, fishing, or building - and they have a deeper 
meaning beyond the literal story. In some ways, they are like children's movies: there is 
often a deeper message beneath the surface, inviting us to reflect. 

 Jesus always used the Jewish world of the first century. For the listeners they 
would have understood agriculture; it was the reality of their daily lives. He often used 
vineyards, wheatfields, or building houses which drew on people’s lived experience.    

 As we heard in the First Reading from Isaiah, God’s word goes out and does 
not return empty handed without carrying out God’s will. The parable of the Sower is 
such an example. It can be read or heard as a literal story about sowing seed and the 
lesson one might take from it is to be careful where you throw the seed when sowing. As 
one who does not have a green thumb at all, I still know that in order to grow, a seed 
must be placed inside the earth so that its roots may take hold as its stem reaches for 
the sun above the surface.  But Jesus is inviting us to look much more deeply. 

 “…some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came and ate them 
up.” Some receive God’s Word but immediately hear other voices calling them to a life 
of comfort and pleasure, or an easier path. “Others fell on patches of rock where they 
found little soil and sprang up straight away, …but as soon as the sun came up, they 
were scorched.” Some people begin to answer God’s call, but find it costly, and soon 
throw the towel in, and return to old ways. They cannot find a solid foundation. “Others 
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.” Others genuinely want 
to answer the call, but they have so many other pressing things to worry about. “Others 
fell on rich soil and produced their crop.” These are the people who receive God's word 
with open and receptive hearts, allowing it to take root and bear fruit in their lives. 

 The question Jesus leaves with each of us is simple: “What kind of soil am I?” 
God continually calls us to a richer and fuller life. Yet, as we have heard in recent 
Sundays, following Christ comes at a cost. Jesus says, "Take up your cross and follow 
me." Are our hearts receptive enough to hear God's voice? Do we have eyes to see where 
God is at work in the world around us? What is this parable saying to me - here and 
now? May the seed (God’s word) begin to grow within us. May we nurture it, so that 
when it blossoms it may enrich not just our lives but the lives of all those around us.  

 This Sunday we celebrate Seafarers Sunday. Did you know that there are over 
1.8 million mariners who sustain global trade. Over 90% of the goods we rely on arrive 
by sea, carried by people who often spend months away from their families and loved 
ones, from their homes, facing isolation and challenging conditions. Our Diocese 
supports the lives of seafarers through our Port Chaplain Mark Spencer. If you would 
like to know more about this important ministry, and support where you can.  Mission 
to Seafarers Newcastle – Caring for Seafarers in Newcastle since 1875. 
(www.mtsnewcastle.org.au) Over the next two weekends Ray Collins from the Seafarers 
will be joining us to speak about the ministry and to ask for our support. Let us 
remember all seafarers in our prayers, giving thanks for their service and asking God to 
keep them safe wherever they may be. 

 Finally, as our young people prepare in their faith journey for the sacrament of 
confirmation let’s remember them in prayer. This year we have 33 candidates at 
Warners Bay, 9 at Toronto and 2 at Morisset (celebrating at Toronto). We pray…come 
Holy Spirit come! 

Stay warm and well everyone! 
 

Fr Darryl Mackie 
Parish Priest 
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BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS 
 

Booking via Parish Website 
Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.  

UPCOMING MASS TIMES: 

Sat 11 July 
Mass 
Mass 

 
5:00pm 
5:30pm 

 
Cooranbong 
Booragul 

Sun 12 July 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

 
8:30am 
9:00am 
10:00am 
6:00pm 

 
Toront0 
Warners Bay 
Morisset 
Warners Bay 

Tue  14 July 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Morisset 

Wed 15 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:00am 

 
Booragul 

Thu 16 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Warners Bay 

Fri  17 Jul 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Toronto 
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https://torontoparish.org/
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Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
Sunday 12 Jul 2026 

First Reading (Isaiah 55:10-11) 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and the snow come down 
from the heavens and do not return without watering the 
earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating, so the word that goes 
from my mouth does not return to me empty, without 
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.’ 

Responsorial Psalm (Psalm 64:10-14 R. Lk 8:8) 

(R.) The seed that falls on good ground will yield a 
fruitful harvest. 

1. You care for the earth, give it water,  
you fill it with riches. 
Your river in heaven brims over 
to provide its grain. (R.) 

2. And thus you provide for the earth;  
you drench its furrows, 
you level it, soften it with showers, 
you bless its growth. (R.) 

3. You crown the year with your goodness.  
Abundance flows in your steps, 
in the pastures of the wilderness it flows. (R.) 

4. The hills are girded with joy,  
the meadows covered with flocks, 
the valleys are decked with wheat. 
They shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R.) 

Second Reading (Romans 8:18-23) 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

I think that what we suffer in this life can never be compared 
to the glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us. The 
whole creation is eagerly waiting for God to reveal his sons. It 
was not for any fault on the part of creation that it was made 
unable to attain its purpose, it was made so by God; but 
creation still retains the hope of being freed, like us, from its 
slavery to decadence, to enjoy the same freedom and glory as 
the children of God. From the beginning till now the entire 
creation, as we know, has been groaning in one great act of 
giving birth; and not only creation, but all of us who possess 
the first-fruits of the Spirit, we too groan inwardly as we wait 
for our bodies to be set free. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower; 
all who come to him will live for ever. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel (Matthew 13:1-23) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

A sower went out to sow. 

Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such crowds 
gathered round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The 
people all stood on the beach, and he told them many things 
in parables. 

He said, ‘Imagine a sower going out to sow. As he sowed, 
some seeds fell on the edge of the path, and the birds came 
and ate them up. Others fell on patches of rock where they 
found little soil and sprang up straight away, because there 
was no depth of earth; but as soon as the sun came up they 
were scorched and, not having any roots, they withered away. 
Others fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 
them. Others fell on rich soil and produced their crop, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has 
ears!’ 

Then the disciples went up to him and asked, ‘Why do you 
talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’ he replied ‘the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you, but they are not 
revealed to them. For anyone who has will be given more, and 
he will have more than enough; but from anyone who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. The reason I talk to 
them in parables is that they look without seeing and listen 
without hearing or understanding. So in their case this 
prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled: 

You will listen and listen again, but not understand, 
see and see again, but not perceive. 
For the heart of this nation has grown coarse, 
their ears are dull of hearing, 
and they have shut their eyes, 
for fear they should see with their eyes, 
hear with their ears, 
understand with their heart, 
and be converted 
and be healed by me. 

‘But happy are your eyes because they see, your ears because 
they hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophets and holy men 
longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you 
hear, and never heard it. 

‘You, therefore, are to hear the parable of the sower. When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom without 
understanding, the evil one comes and carries off what was 
sown in his heart: this is the man who received the seed on 
the edge of the path. The one who received it on patches of 
rock is the man who hears the word and welcomes it at once 
with joy. But he has no root in him, he does not last; let some 
trial come, or some persecution on account of the word, and 
he falls away at once. The one who received the seed in thorns 
is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this world 
and the lure of riches choke the word and so he produces 
nothing. And the one who received the seed in rich soil is the 
man who hears the word and understands it; he is the one 
who yields a harvest and produces now a hundredfold, now 
sixty, now thirty.’ 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 

Sea Sunday 12 July 2026  

Sea Sunday is a time to pray for and support the men and 
women who work at sea, often far from home in difficult and 
isolating conditions. The 2026 theme is Harbours of Hope: 
The Church Alongside Seafarers. Through the Ministry of 
The Mission to Seafarers and Stella Maris, churches offer 
care, welcome, and hope to seafarers visiting our ports. In 
2025 alone, more than 48,000 ship visits and 150,000 shore 
leave transports were provided.  

Please consider supporting this vital ministry through 
prayer, hospitality, or a financial donation. Donations over 
$2 are tax deductible.  

Account Name: The Apostleship of the Sea  

BSB: 062 784 Account Number: 1000 12583 

2026 Magdalene Awards 
Sunday 26 July, 9:30am, Sacred Heart Cathedral  

We warmly invite you to join us as we 
celebrate and recognise these remarkable 
women and their contribution to our 
diocesan community. 

Register: The 2026 Magdalene Award 
Celebration - Catholic Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle    

The Synodal Way: A journey 
into what the Global Synod 

now asks of us.  
 

The Synod on Synodality has been one of the most 
significant events in the life of the Catholic Church since 
Vatican II. For the first time, lay women and men joined 
bishops in the Synod Assembly with equal voting rights. 
Shortly afterwards, Pope Francis adopted the Final 
Document as part of the ordinary teaching of the Church.  
 

What does this mean for us and for the future of our 
Diocese? Join us as we explore the key themes of the Final 
Document, the implementation phase now underway, and 
opportunities to become involved in local Synodal Teams. 
Please bring a plate to share and register your attendance. 
 

WARNER’S BAY Mon 20 July 6.30pm -
8.30pm  
Register at Link : Warners Bay or QR Code  
 
 
 
CHARLESTOWN Wed 15 July  
6.00pm-8.00pm  
Register at Link : Charlestown or QR Code  

Nourishment Day 2026: 
Refreshing the Hearts of Parish 

Musicians 
 

Saturday 8 August, 10am-3pm, Sacred Heart Cathedral 
 

Choir members, cantors, instrumentalists, coordinators, 
this one's for you. Step away from the weekly routine, 
renew your spirit, and connect with fellow musicians from 
across the Diocese as we explore music's vital role in the 
Church's prayer and mission. "Sing to the Lord a new 
song." Psalm 96   
 

RSVP at:Nourishment Day - Refreshing the 
Hearts of Parish Musicians - Catholic Diocese 
of Maitland-Newcastle  

Diocesan Resource Centre Book Sale 

Sale on now until Friday 24 July (10am–2pm), Diocesan 
Resource Centre 

Someone's favourite book is waiting to become your new 
favourite book! At our pre-loved book sale, you'll find 
religious texts, non-religious reads, and a few hidden gems, 
all lovingly passed on and ready for a new home. All 
proceeds support the outreach work of CatholicCare Social 
Services Hunter-Manning. Card sales only, most items $5 or 
under.  

For more information call Mary on 0409033449 or email 
domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au 

The International Eucharistic 

Congress (‘Eucharist28’) is 

coming to Sydney in 2028!  

Eucharist28’s theme, ‘This is My Body, Given For You’, 
invites us to reflect on Christ’s words as he instituted the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice. At each Mass, the priest repeats Jesus’ 
words from the Last Supper, and the bread and wine become 
the Body and Blood of Christ. As we receive the Eucharist, 
we are called to carry His presence into our homes, 
workplaces, schools, parishes and communities. We’re 
invited to allow Christ’s presence to transform us as we share 
in the breaking of the bread. The journey begins now.  

In late 2025 an extended series of 'listening sessions' was 
held, engaging faithful Catholics from across the country, 
asking them to share their hopes and dreams for 
Eucharist28. 

Their responses were compiled and this report was produced 
and presented to the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference. 

Many people had brilliant ideas and all were fired with 
enthusiasm for a eucharistic renewal of our country.  

You can read the report at : Parishes | Report: The Voices of 
the Church in Australia on Eucharistic Renewal  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fsave-the-date-the-2026-magdalene-award-celebration%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C0407d64c12584e59d26108decb63f50d%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fsave-the-date-the-2026-magdalene-award-celebration%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C0407d64c12584e59d26108decb63f50d%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fsave-the-date-the-2026-magdalene-award-celebration%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C0407d64c12584e59d26108decb63f50d%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsynod-doc-wbay.eventbrite.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639183995651513695%7CUnknow
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsynod-doc-charlestown.eventbrite.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639183995651485120%7
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmn.catholic.org.au%2Fevent%2Fnourishment-day-refreshing-the-hearts-of-parish-musicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7CAmanda.Zaicos%40mn.catholic.org.au%7Cc395f86bc6f346bbdb4008ded67515c2%7Ce75462c772464f49
mailto:domnlibrary@mn.catholic.org.au
https://eucharist28.org/parishes/voices-of-the-church-in-australia-on-eucharistic-renewal
https://eucharist28.org/parishes/voices-of-the-church-in-australia-on-eucharistic-renewal


 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 

St Mary’s Primary School K-6 
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

Ph: 02 4948 8770 
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au 
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/ 

Principal: Liz Starling 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6 
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay 

P: 02 4959 1355 
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nikki Norley 
 

St John Vianney Primary School K-6 
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset 

P: 02 4973 4073 
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mark Konik 
 

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12 
70 Primrose Street, Booragul 

P: 02 4958 6711 
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nick Wickham  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

Finance Committee 
TBA 

St Michael’s Booragul 
 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday 20th July 2026 - 6.30pm 

St Mary’s Warners Bay 
 

Promotion of Safeguarding 
Please contact the office 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Lakeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with 

the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to 

endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any 

responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

 

Mass Collection - Thank you 
 

First Collection supports our 
priests: 
BSB: 066 739 
Account Number: 100004062 
Account Name: Morisset Parish 
Presbytery 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Second Collection supports our 
parish: 
BSB:066 739 
Account Number: 100004064  
Account Name: Morisset Parish Church 
Reference: PG# + Surname or Surname 
 
Donations to support our parish can also be 
made via the EFTPOS machines  

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at home, 
especially those living with a life threatening disease, may they 
know the healing presence of Christ:  
Maree Scully, David Ford, Michelle Weickhorst, Annette Boyd, Irene 
Purcell, Carole Groenwoud, Dianne Whitten, Jackie Purnell, Miriam 
English,  June Gillett,  Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney, Nancy Overton, Ross 
Dickson, Mary Monaghan, Clare Wallington, Donna Hazzard,  Pam Mullaly, 
and Tintumol Thomas. 

Please contact the office if there are any changes  
 

Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life may 
they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Lynette Giri 
Remembrance:  

Anonymous Quotables  

# He who smiles in a crisis has found someone to blame. 
# I used to be indecisive but I’m not sure anymore.     
# I’d agree with you but then we would both be wrong.  
# If at first you do succeed try not to look astonished. 
# If ignorance is bliss, why aren’t more people happy?  

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Today we hear Jesus telling us another parable. It is the one about the seeds 
sown in different kinds of soil and what happens to it. This parable is a 
challenge to us, as it was to the crowds who gathered at the seashore to 
listen to Jesus, to decide what type of soil defines us. 

Welcome  

Welcome to any visitors to our Parish of St john Vianney during the School 
Holidays. The Parish of St John Vianney Morisset was officially formed in 
1947, however our Mass centre of St Patrick and St Brigid at Cooranbong, 
dates to the 1860’s.  

Sea Sunday 2026 

Sea Sunday-2026 Seafarers Sunday this year falls on Sunday, July 12. The 
global maritime event is dedicated to praying for and supporting the world's 
1.9 million seafarers. The 2026 theme is, "Harbours of Hope: When we 
stand alongside those who feel forgotten, we remind them they are seen. 


