
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

THIRD  SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C SUNDAY 1ST MAY 2022 
 

The Gospel today relates to an appearance of the risen Jesus, to seven of  his apostles on the shore of the  lake of 
Gennesaret. Even though the followers of Jesus recognise him, they are still a bit unsure that it is truly the Lord.  

Like us, these early followers of Jesus, both believe and have doubts at the same time.   

Jesus had a call and a role for each disciple to carry on the mission he had begun. That mission is now ours.  

We live in uncertain and challenging times. We have a formidable task of rebuilding the 
Church’s reputation, credibility and most of all its moral stature.  

Now is the time, to join with Pope Francis in repairing and restoring the Body of Christ. 

 Now is the time for us to rebuild the Church, not necessarily into a proud and powerful 
institution, reminiscent of a bygone era. 

 Rather, our task is to become what we are meant to be: salt of the earth and light of the 
world.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 
Sunday  1st May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  3rd May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  8th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  10th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE   
WE ENCOURAGE 

 
MASK WEARING  

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
HAND SANITISING, 
STAY HOME IF SICK 

 
We are able to safely seat 100 people at   
Morisset We still have a pre-book option    
available for our services but it is not                           
compulsory  (You need to do this each week).   
Please arrive 15mins early if you book and 
notify us of any cancellation. When the seating 
capacity of the Church is reached the overflow 
will be accommodated in the Callinan Centre 
for live streaming. To pre-book use the Book 
for Services button on the Parish Website, or 
the Eventbrite App or Eventbrite Website  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or call 
the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm .  

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION- 3rd SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR C 
Did you know that “The Last Supper” was not the last meal 

Jesus had with his disciples? 
In John’s gospel, which we hear this weekend, the last meal 

he had with his followers was not a supper but a breakfast.  He 
prepared it for them himself on the shore of Lake Gennesaret.  

This may seem a very simple story from John, but, it is full of 
symbolism.  The disciples were trying to get back to normal 
after everything that had happened, so, they went fishin’. 

John makes it clear that they went out at night, which may 
have been a good time to fish, but for John night was a never a 
good time, for John, Jesus is light.  So of course, they caught 
nothing. 

At dawn Jesus appeared. [The Risen Jesus.]. He asked the 
disciples if they had any luck.  He then suggested they try 
again, and as once before, they had more than they could 
safely handle.  John immediately recognised Jesus and said “It 
is the Lord!” 

Peter being Peter, immediately jumped into the water and 
swam ashore.  On shore, he encountered Jesus who was 
waiting for them with bread and fish, a reminder of another 
time when they first travelled with him. 

Jesus also had a charcoal fire ready to cook the fish.  Sr Mary 
McGlone points out that the only other time a charcoal fire is 
mentioned was at Good Friday when Peter was warming him-
self at the fire and denied Jesus.  At this charcoal fire, Peter 
would encounter Jesus as never before! 

If we look carefully, Jesus never mentions Peter’s failings, 
and Peter makes no excuses.  I was struck when, in my                   
reading, Sr Mary made the statement - “For Jesus,                                 
reconciliation was not a matter of guilt, blame or penance, but 
an opportunity for transformation.” 

Three times Jesus asks Peter “Do you love me? 
The first time it was- Do you love me more than these?                   

Perhaps it was referring to Peter’s preference of being first.  
Peter, however, would not claim priority and simply answered 
“You know I love you.” 

This was Peters confession.  Knowing that Jesus was aware of 
all his failings and standing humbly before him, Peter              
acknowledged his weakness and claimed his source of 
strength.  He simply answered “Lord, you know that I love 
you.” 

Jesus made no mention of the past. As whenever he healed 
or forgave in the past, Jesus looked into the future and               
forgave.  When Jesus came to the apostles in the locked room, 
he commissioned them to forgive.  Now, Peter learned what 
divine forgiveness really meant, Jesus commissioned Peter to 
feed and tend his sheep. 

You know, Peter could not have carried out Jesus’ mission 
before this moment. 

Peter had to be broken and weeping before he really knew 
himself.  Peter had to realise that when his loyalty was fragile 
and his love overcome by fear, Jesus still loved and trusted 
him. 

It was only then that Peter could understand that despite all 
his efforts, he had to accept his frailty as Jesus did, and then 
and only then, could he learn what it meant to love as Jesus 
loved. 

Until Peter had passed through this experience of betraying 
and being forgiven, he lacked the necessary knowledge and 
humility to tend Jesus’ sheep. 

In 2019 Pope Francis reminded the American Bishops — that 
“we need an awareness of being sinners to enter into affective 
communion with one another.  That without a heartfelt and 

prayerful acknowledgement of our own limitations, grace   
cannot work within us.” 

We are all invited to the breakfast on the shore with the           
disciples.  The only requirement is that we come as we are and 
accept the love that is offered. 

Perhaps, when it comes to pastoring the flock or loving as 
Jesus did, only acknowledged sinners need apply. 

Food for thought! 
Happy Easter Uta. 
 

HOUSING NEEDS FOR HUMANITARIAN ENTRANTS/ REFUGEES 
IN NEWCASTLE AND SURROUNDS 

Settlement Services International (SSI) assist newly arrived 
refugees to resettle in Newcastle through the Humanitarian 
Settlement Program (HSP). 

The tragic events taking place in Afghanistan has led to an 
influx of Afghan families into our region. Unfortunately, the 
current housing crisis in Newcastle means many families pass 
extended periods in short term housing, which greatly impacts 
well-being and the feeling of being 'at home'.  

SSI are looking for landlords willing to commence tenancies 
with our clients. Families will pay market rent and be fully              
supported by their SSI Case Managers. We are looking for 2-4 
bedroom properties in Newcastle. Any assistance is greatly 
appreciated. 

Contact Helen Larkin for more information.  
hlarkin@ssi.org.au 
 

MAY RETREATS: ST MARY’S TOWERS, DOUGLAS PARK 
Sinews of the Heart 6 Days: 6-12 May $930/ Weekend: 6-8 

May $310 (Presenter: Paul White) 
Men's Weekend - Journeys Homewards: 13-15 May 2022 

$310 (Presenter: Paul White) 
Living More Deeply in God - Praying with Ignatius of Loyola: 6 

Days: 20-26 May $930/ Weekend: 20-22 May $310 
(Presenters: Retreat Team) 

Seeing with Fresh Eyes: Encountering the Risen Christ: 6 
Days: 27 May - 2 June $930/ Weekend: 27-29 May $310 
(Presenter: Elizabeth Lee) 

Enquiries: contact@towersretreat.org.au  Ph: (02) 4630 
0233  

https://www.towersretreat.org.au 

mailto:kvelkou@ssi.org.au
mailto:contact@towersretreat.org.au
https://www.towersretreat.org.au


FAITH MATTERS: THE SOLDIER 
Writing this piece on the eve of Anzac Day I am filled with 

mixed emotions. Tomorrow we wake up before the sun            
sunrises and gather to pay respect to those who have                
sacrificed their lives to war. 

ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED APRIL 26, 2022 
We remember those who are deceased and those who are 

earthly present as they march in honour of the dignity of the 
human person and the experiences of what they have               
endured. 

My family like so many others has a strong connection to 
war. 

I knew my grandfather as having a deep love of the                    
environment and everything living within it. I feel blessed to 
have a tree fern growing that was transplanted from my 
grandparent’s garden in Mayfield. It is well over 15 ft high, 
continues to grow, and is more than 30 years old. I look at it 
reminds me of the love that my grandparents had for each 
other, a love that would not have come about if not for World 
War II. 

My grandfather Herbert O’Mullane was born in Frankfort, 
Indiana, and had lived in several towns in the USA before and 
during the Great Depression. I have strong memories of                         
completing an assignment in primary school about the great 
depression and writing about my grandfather growing up in 
those difficult times. He recalled regular 4am visits to the          
bakery as an eight-year-old to see if there was any burnt 
bread that was going to be thrown out. His parents were 
without work for two years and were in desperate need of 
food. Sharing a bed with his parents and brother to stay warm 
because of no electricity. Walking along a train track in gifted 
shoes three sizes too big in the snow looking for pieces of coal 
that had fallen from the train. These experiences are burnt 
into my understanding of my grandfather and contribute to 
his apparent less is more philosophy. 

When the family left for California, it took up to a year or so 
to arrive at their destination. They travelled through several 
states. My great grandfather was able to get some work to 
earn money for food and fuel until they got to the next town. 

Poverty led to illness from lack of nutrition which left                       
Herbert bedridden on and off for two years. The family was 
near starvation. My grandfather would say to my mother, 
"You can go without food for one day, even two days but, by 
three days that's the real critical time. You have to have 
food." Despite missed education, Herbert did manage to           
complete his schooling at LA High in 1940. He spent two six 
months enlistments before completing his final education in 
the Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC) which was staffed by US 
Army personnel, this enabled him to earn an income to                       
support his family and rebuild his strength after previous 
years of serious illness. 

While Herbert did have a job at the time as a radio                           
assembler, he enlisted in the US Army as a volunteer and was 
then sworn in aged 21 on 20 August 1941. 

The year later, Hebert arrived in Australia after a six-week 
boat trip loaded with 8000 troops. After 10 months of training 
in Victoria and Queensland, Private First Class, Lance Corporal 
of 41 Division, Company D, landed in Port Moresby in                    
December 1942. The main areas of operation for Herbert 
were, Milne Bay-Oro Bay and Buna in Australian Papua and 
New Guinea, Hollandia, Biak and Sansapur in Netherlands 
New Guinea, and Luzon in the Philippines. Herbert spent most 
of his time in combat as radio operator and was later            

promoted to Corporal leading sections of troops and reporting 
landings. 

It was in 1944 on his return to his unit at Sansapur that 
Hebert discovered that he could take leave in either Brisbane 
or Sydney. He asked for Sydney but was advised that the         
places on the plane were full so asked for any other city and 
was offered Newcastle. Getting to Newcastle was more             
involved as there were no direct flights. It required a flight 
from Sansapur to Port Moresby then to Brisbane and a train to 
Newcastle.  When he arrived at Newcastle railway station, he 
reported to the US Army liaison officer and was required to 
stay at the Red Cross hostel just off Hunter Street. Having        
explored the area he found a pharmacy opposite the Post 
Office in Hunter Street which he assumed was like a US drug 
store, selling just about everything. The pharmacy was          
attended by a young man, Brian Horton (later Marist Brother 
Cyrillus) who struck up a conversation and invited Herbert to 
come to dinner at his family home. 

Herbert arrived at 16 Scott St Newcastle at 6.00pm the            
following evening and was introduced to the Horton family 
which included one Mary Horton (my grandmother). I have an 
angelic vision of my grandmother as my grandfather described 
his first encounter of Mary walking down the stairs. Slim, 
blond just over 5 feet tall, the most attractive person he had 
ever seen. He immediately thought, 'this is the girl I want to be 
with for the rest of my life!' During his stay in Newcastle,           
Herbert spent every opportunity at Scott St, walking Mary 
home from her workplace and attending mass with the family. 

Herbert wanted to marry Mary, but she said she hardly knew 
him. Herbert also realised that Mary was Catholic and though 
both his grandfathers were Catholic, his grandmothers were 
staunch Protestants. He had been brought up, by his mother 
as an Evangelical Lutheran, though he had occasionally        
attended Catholic Churches partly out of curiosity. 

When the time came to return to New Guinea, Herbert made 
two significant decisions: to write to Mary at least once a day 
and to convert to Catholicism. Before Herbert departed            
Newcastle, he bought a few hundred stamps and some                
literature on Catholicism from the Sacred Heart Cathedral. 

On his return to New Guinea Herbert started discussing          
Catholic beliefs with Catholic friends from his unit. He was 
introduced to the Catholic Chaplain who eventually baptised 
him as a Catholic (though he was already baptised a Lutheran 
at birth) at Sansapur, Netherlands New Guinea in 1944, with 
his Catholic sergeant as a sponsor. The baptism certificate was 
registered at San Francisco where the chaplains had their                
administrative office, this was to avoid naming combat areas 
in case documents were obtained by the enemy. 

Having spent 81 days in direct combat in the Philippines,       
Herbert was granted 30 days' leave in Newcastle. He had sent 
letters every day to Mary seeking her hand in marriage and 
she had agreed to the proposal. Herbert O’Mullane married 
Mary Horton on the morning of 12 May 1945 at St Mary’s Star 
of the Sea, the Banns of Marriage were read out two Sundays 
before the date as required by Canon Law. A wedding                      
breakfast was celebrated to break the fast after which Herbert 
and Mary caught the Newcastle Flyer express train to Sydney, 
staying at a hotel near St Patrick’s Catholic Church. 

When the leave was over, and Herbert was required to                  
return to the Philippines there were a number of transport 
setbacks but he was required to report to the US Army                      
headquarters near Wentworth Park every day. According to 
Herbert, Mary’s time was spent praying and attending mass at 
St Patrick’s. 



When Herbert returned to the Philippines in July 1945 there 
was a different feel and a major change to the landscape and 
attitudes. There was little action and things had really                      
quietened. In early August the unit was advised that an                  
atomic bomb had been dropped on Hiroshima followed by 
one at Nagasaki. Immediately members of the unit were                
receiving orders to return to the USA with an option of                     
discharge or applying for transfer. Herbert requested dis-
charge in Australia which was eventually approved. 

Herbert and Mary had four children in the following years 
and purchased their first house in Mayfield. While Hebert had 
a desire to move back to the USA as he had not seen his                    
family for such a long time, this was short-lived because Mary 
was so homesick. 

Growing up we would regularly attend mass with my                  
grandparents at Christ the King, Mayfield West. Both                      
grandparents had a deep faith and 6ft Herbert would do                   
anything for his little Mary. It was a love that lasted and when 
Mary passed away, Herbert could not live without her and 
died heartbroken only eight months later.  

This account only provides a fraction of the experiences by 
grandfather encountered during his time in WWII. Growing 
up, when he did speak about his time during the war, he did 
through the eyes of love for those who had lost life. The scars 
which would have haunted him were not visible to his family, 
his focus was on life. 

A special thanks to my uncle Michael O’Mullane who 
wrote Soldier in the Pacific. World War II Experiences of                   
Corporal Herbert Warren O’Mullane. This was written in 2020 
in memory of his father’s 100th Anniversary of his birth. This 
information along with the stories I have grown up with have 
kept this love story alive. 
 
 
KINDER 2023 
An information night and school tour for Kinder 2023 is to be 
held on Tuesday night May 3, from 6.30pm. In our Parish 
School St John Vianney Primary 60 Yambo St Morisset.              
Anyone who has a child looking to start next year should 
attend. If you know someone who may be thinking of               
attending, please pass on this information. For further                     
information contact the school on  P 02 4973 4073 or                              
E admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au . 
 

 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
For more information on our 2022 
Sacramental Program for families 
with children in Year 3 or older                  
contact the parish office or go to: 

 https://forms.office.com/r/DYGyKimEUb 
 
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL (CCR) PRESENCE AND 
POWER CONFERENCE 2022 
The Presence and Power conference is being held 21st -22nd 
May. Since the January retreat cancellation, there is a change 
of location and it is day registration only; this is a wonderful 
opportunity to come together again, to be refreshed and               
renewed.  
There are two ways to register for the conference. Online link 
is:  https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852   
For more information, contact email@ccrnsw.org.au 

 
 

Thank You! 
 

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for      
supporting Project Compassion 2022. If you still have 
your Project Compassion box or set of envelopes at 
home, please bring them back this week or visit 
lent.caritas.org.au and donate online. 

 

Your generosity will empower the world’s most 
vulnerable communities to grow stronger and lift 
themselves out of poverty. 

 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face 
their challenges today and build a better tomorrow 
For All Future Generations.  

 

Please return all donation boxes and envelopes by this 
Sunday 1st May 2022. 

https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852
mailto:email@ccrnsw.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
The 1st collections in 2020-21 are 67% of the 2018-19 1st 
collection, which is a 33% reduction.  The first two quarters of 
2021-22 show the decline continuing.  We wish to thank 
those who have continued to support the Clergy and are           
asking for those who are not doing so to consider making 
contributions to support the Clergy / 1st  Collection at Mass in 
the BLUE bucket or electronically using the Online Payments 
button on the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App.  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support 
of our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account 
Name: CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account          
Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and 
Giver Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on 
the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 

DISCOVER THE DIOCESE’S NEW APP! 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s new app is available 

now! Mass times, news and events, and parish giving will be 
just a tap away. 

As part of the new app, you are also able to select your 
Church and receive customised alerts. To view your latest 
Parish updates, simply scroll down the home page and click 
on the notices that interest you for more details. 

You can download the app for free from the Apple App 
Store and Google Play Store. Just search for ‘Diocese of             
Maitland-Newcastle’ and click install on your mobile or              
tablet! To learn more about the app, visit 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/mass-times-app 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ATHANASIUS— 2ND MAY 
SAINTS PHILIP AND JAMES—3RD MAY 
SAINT JOHN DE AVILA— 10TH MAY 
SAINT PANCRAS— 12TH MAY 
SAINTS NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS— 12TH MAY 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA— 13TH MAY 
SAINT MATTHIAS— 14TH MAY 
SAINT JOHN I— 18TH MAY 
SAINT BERNADINE OF SIENA— 20TH MAY 
SAINTS CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES— 21ST MAY 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,                         
Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Remembrance: Emily Williams, Corneilus Lyons, 
Grace Lyons, Louise Kalmus, Frances Bristow, Jason 
Wismer. 
Recently Deceased: Carmel Brereton. 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Shamley M Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 L Hutchinson H White 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 L Hutchinson H White 

GIFTS 9.30 M Melvey 
P Melvey 

L & G Hutchinson 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 U France T Alexander 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 L & G Hutchinson L & G Hutchinson 

COVID TEAM 9.30 H White 
R Hay 

J France 

K Amon 
K Lendon 
J Vipan 

B Hutcheson 

CLEANING 9.30 COVID TEAMS COVID TEAMS 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle/id1435003955?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle/id1435003955?ls=1&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.dcms.d2u.maitland&hl=en_US
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/mass-times-app?fbclid=IwAR3Ejxx8mmA6w2EvQNXzrJv12hd4H_MngWUVmbe0taA8s-NpdlqfRq-9urM


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Third Sunday of Easter Year C 

Sunday 01 May 2022 
 

 
The Introductory Rites 
  

Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

 
Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 
Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who has redeemed us 
and raised us to new life. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
United with the whole Church, 
we celebrate the joy of Easter 
and keep this day of the Lord holy. 

 
Opening Rite 

 
LITANY OF PRAISE 

GLORIA 

Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 
let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 

All: 
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Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God, 
we rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus 
and the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Inspire your sons and daughters to do your will 
so that we may look forward in hope 
to your promise of eternal life. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

We are witnesses of these words, and so is the Holy Spirit. 

The high priest demanded an explanation of the apostles. ‘We gave you a formal warning,’ 
he said ‘not to preach in this name, and what have you done? You have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching, and seem determined to fix the guilt of this man's death on us.’ In reply 
Peter and the apostles said, ‘Obedience to God comes before obedience to men; it was the 
God of our ancestors who raised up Jesus, but it was you who had him executed by hanging 
on a tree. By his own right hand God has now raised him up to be leader and saviour, to 
give repentance and forgiveness of sins through him to Israel. We are witnesses to all this, 
we and the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.’ They warned the 
apostles not to speak in the name of Jesus and released them. And so they left the 
presence of the Sanhedrin glad to have had the honour of suffering humiliation for the sake 
of the name. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 29:2. 4-6. 11-13. R. v.2 
(R.) I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me. 
1. I will praise you, Lord, you have rescued me  

and have not let my enemies rejoice over me. 
O Lord, you have raised my soul from the dead, 
restored me to life from those who sink into the grave. (R.) 

2. Sing psalms to the Lord, you who love him,  
give thanks to his holy name. 
His anger lasts but a moment; his favour through life. 
At night there are tears, but joy comes with dawn. (R.) 

3. The Lord listened and had pity.  
The Lord came to my help. 
For me you have changed my mourning into dancing; 
O Lord my God, I will thank you for ever. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Rv 5:11-14 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 

The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to be given power, wealth, glory, and blessing. 

In my vision, I, John, heard the sound of an immense number of angels gathered round the 
throne and the animals and the elders; there were ten thousand times ten thousand of 
them and thousands upon thousands, shouting, ‘The Lamb that was sacrificed is worthy to 
be given power, riches, wisdom, strength, honour, glory and blessing.’ Then I heard all the 
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living things in creation – everything that lives in the air, and on the ground, and under the 
ground, and in the sea, crying, ‘To the One who is sitting on the throne and to the Lamb, be 
all praise, honour, glory and power, for ever and ever.’ And the four animals said, ‘Amen’; 
and the elders prostrated themselves to worship. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jn 21:1-19 

Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 

Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it happened 
like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of 
Zebedee and two more of his disciples were together. Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ 
They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’ They went out and got into the boat but caught 
nothing that night. 
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did not realise 
that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you caught anything, friends?’ And when they 
answered, ‘No’, he said, ‘Throw the net out to starboard and you’ll find something.’ So they 
dropped the net, and there were so many fish that they could not haul it in. The disciple 
Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the Lord’, Simon Peter, who 
had practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water. The 
other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were only about a 
hundred yards from land. 
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread there, and a charcoal fire 
with fish cooking on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring some of the fish you have just caught.’ Simon Peter 
went aboard and dragged the net to the shore, full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three 
of them; and in spite of there being so many the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, 
‘Come and have breakfast.’ None of the disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; 
they knew quite well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave 
it to them, and the same with the fish. This was the third time that Jesus showed himself to 
the disciples after rising from the dead. 
After the meal Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these others do?’ He answered, ‘Yes Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 
lambs.’ A second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He replied, ‘Yes, 
Lord, you know I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Look after my sheep.’ Then he said to him a 
third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was upset that he asked him the 
third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and said, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know I love you.’ 
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
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when you were young 
you put on your own belt 
and walked where you liked; 
but when you grow old 
you will stretch out your hands, 
and somebody else will put a belt round you 
and take you where you would rather not go.’ 

In these words he indicated the kind of death by which Peter would give glory to God. After 
this he said, ‘Follow me.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why is it the amazing catch of fish that lets Peter recognise Jesus? 
Q. Why might this event sometimes be described as a Eucharistic meal? 
Q. Why might this reading have been used in the funeral of Pope John Paul II? 
Q. What hope for us lies in Jesus’ selection of flawed Peter as the one to carry on his work? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, fulfilled by the love of our risen Lord, we turn to God with 

our intentions.  
Reader: That the Pope, bishops and priests will guide the flock of the Lord in humble 

service.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all creation will praise the living God, and give glory to Christ his risen Son.

  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the needy who hunger and thirst will be fed, through Jesus, in body and 

spirit.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will serve others through good works and practical 

deeds.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick will be rescued from their distress, especially those in our 

community and families.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will rise to life with the Lord of all creation, 

especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: God our Father, your Son showed himself as risen form the dead.  Hear our 

prayers and help us to be ever present to those in need, with faith in your 
great power. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
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The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Concluding Rite 
Blessing 

Leader: 

Through the resurrection of his Son 
God has redeemed us and made us his children.   
May the Lord bless us with joy 
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go in peace. Alleluia. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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