
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A   04  DECEMBER 2022 

Today, we hear the lonely but insistent voice of John the Baptist, urging us to ‘prepare the way of the Lord’.  

John’s message is like that of the modern day ‘whistle blower’. The message reveals uncomfortable truths; and it challenges 

the rulers, the emperors and the high priests.  

His message also challenges us to look at ourselves and discover those uncomfortable truths that we hide behind our 

appearances.  

There are the voices of the newspapers, the radio, and the television, which entertain us, distract us, and the voices of 

commercials calling us to self-indulge.   

 As a church we must return to the core of the Gospel which is love, compassion, justice, and 

solidarity with the poor.  

May we become a more authentic sign of the Lords presence and love in the world. May we like 

Mary who submitted humbly and courageously to God at every turn in her journey,  help us to be 

his humble servants.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  3rd December 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  4th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  6th December 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  10th December 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  11th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  13th December 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE : MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR THE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A– 4TH 
DECEMBER 2022 

On this second Sunday of Advent there is certainly a sense of 
expectancy in the air. But just what is it that we are expecting? 
The children certainly are anticipating a visit from Santa; the 
adults, festive gatherings of family and friends with plenty of 
food and drink; the shopkeepers, a bonanza of spending. Then 
there are those who have lost a loved one or are estranged from 
family or homeless; they are expecting only sadness and 
loneliness. 

However, as followers of Christ, we need to open our minds 
and hearts beyond all of this, to ponder what the season of 
Advent is really about. The scriptures today can point us in the 
right direction. 

Isaiah, the first of the Prophets to speak of the coming Messiah, 
describes the qualities of the expected Messianic king. We need 
to remind ourselves (and our children who recently received the 
sacrament of Confirmation) that these are the gifts we received 
at our own Confirmation: wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. These gifts of 
the Spirit equip us with what we need – we just need to use them 
for the good of others. 

Paul reminds us that we have help: “May he who helps us when 
we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each other, 
following the example of Christ Jesus.”  

Then we have the Gospel of Matthew. Last week he called on 
us to “Stay awake.. you must stand ready because the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Today we have a 
further call through the words of John the Baptist, “Repent, for 
the Kingdom of God is close at hand”.  In his condemnation of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, he makes it clear that just the external 
observance of religion is not enough; we need to bear “good 
fruit”, showing love and generosity in our dealings with others. 

In these weeks of Advent we are waiting, but we are “waiting 
with purpose”, preparing ourselves to celebrate again the 
Nativity, when we bear witness to the arrival of the promised 
Saviour, who came to sacrifice himself in reparation for our sins 
and so ensure salvation was available to all. But as Christians, we 
have another waiting to prepare for, the fulfilment of that 
Salvation at our death. Our preparation means that we need to 
use the gifts given to us for the good of others, to see Christ 
present in other people, to alleviate loneliness and suffering 
where we can. We need to follow Christ’s example. 

In conclusion, I would like to share with you the blessing from 
our Reflection on the second week of Advent: 

We walk in the wilderness searching for meaning. 
May God baptise us with Mercy and fire. 
We walk in the city thirsting for justice. 
May God baptise us with integrity and hope.  
We walk towards Bethlehem seeking a Saviour. 
May God baptise us with holiness and joy. 
And may the blessing of God, our Maker, Saviour and Holy 

Spirit, 
Come upon us now and remain with us for ever. Amen                                       

Pam Melvey 
 
PINTS WITH A PURPOSE: PILGRIMAGE  
On Monday 5 December you’re invited to join the Diocesan 
Council for Ministry with Young People at Pints with a Purpose. 
Ryan Gato, the coordinator of the Diocesan Pilgrimage to World 
Youth Day 2023 will explore pilgrimage with us; drawing upon his 
own inspiring stories to illustrate this life changing, awe inspiring, 
ever ancient ever new tradition. The event starts at 6pm at the 
Sydney Junction Hotel. For more information, please contact 
Mary-Anne de Luca on 0409 077 373. 

 AUSTRALIAN 
BISHOPS 
BACK LOCAL 
ADVENT 
APPEAL FOR 
UKRAINIAN 
PEOPLE 
 
 

The country’s bishops are encouraging Catholics to respond to 
the call from the head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Australia to provide financial support to people in the war-torn 
nation as winter arrives. 

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS 
CONFERENCE PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 29, 2022 

Bishop Mykola Bychok CSsR gave an update on the situation in 
Ukraine during the plenary meeting of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference earlier this month. He thanked the bishops 
for praying – and inviting their communities to pray – for 
Ukraine, and asked them to renew those prayers. 

He also requested that bishops hold a special collection to 
“support refugees and people in Ukraine during this winter, 
which will be the most challenging for our country for decades of 
independence”. 

The bishops gave strong support to that proposal, and are 
encouraging dioceses, eparchies, parishes, schools and other 
ministries to facilitate a special collection during Advent for 
Ukraine. 

“Mindful of the busyness of this pre-Christmas period, 
communities are invited to find a day, a weekend or some other 
moment or moments to focus on the people of Ukraine,” said 
Bishops Conference president Archbishop Timothy Costelloe 
SDB. 

“It should also be a time to again place the Prayer for Peace in 
Ukraine that the Bishops Conference composed in February in 
our minds and in our hearts.” 

Archbishop Costelloe said the bishops are also individually 
considering Bishop Bychok’s invitation for a delegation of 
Australian bishops to travel to Ukraine in an act of solidarity with 
the people there, including the Catholic faithful. 

“Although it is nigh on impossible for us to capture the 
magnitude of what is unfolding in Ukraine, Bishop Mykola helped 
paint the desperate picture to augment what we are seeing on 
our TVs,” he said. 

“While financial contributions can and will help, it has been 
made clear to us that a group of bishops spending time on the 
ground would be a powerful sign of our closeness to the plight of 
the Ukrainian people.” 

In his address to the bishops, Bishop Bychok described the 
devastation being caused in Ukraine – through loss of life, 
internal and international displacement, widespread property 
destruction or damage and other consequences of war. 

He thanked Caritas Australia, Catholic Mission and Aid to the 
Church in Need, as well as dioceses and religious communities, 
for raising funds to provide humanitarian support. 

He also acknowledged the Australian Government’s allocation 
of humanitarian visas for people fleeing the war. 

All donations raised during the Advent appeal will support the 
work of Mudra Sprava (Wise Action), a Patriarchal Charitable 
Foundation in Ukraine. The organisation has three focus areas: 
Evacuation of people from frontline territories; Food packages 
for people in need; Shelters for internally displaced persons. 

Find out more and access resources at www.catholic.au 
 
 



LITURGY MATTERS: IMAGINE... 
Imagination is integral to humanity and faith. John Lennon 

invited us to imagine. Martin Luther King Jr shared his dream. 
The prophet Isaiah shared his vision. And Jesus embodied in 
word and action God’s dream for a reign where all would en-
joy fullness of life and peace. 

LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 29, 2022 
Christian hope is grounded in our ability to imagine the life God 

offers us and desires us to participate in. A life … 
Where love is the commandment, the law, the central ani-

mating reality 
Where all have more than enough to eat and live 
Where those excluded are included 
Where justice, mercy and compassion flourish 
Where the last are first    
Where the blind see and the lame walk 
Where forgiveness is offered endlessly 
Where the long-awaited Messiah comes among us as a new-

born baby, born to a homeless teenage couple whose circum-
stances do not comply with social norms … 

What are the other gospel imperatives revealed by Jesus that 
grab your heart, that touch into your desires and longing. Take a 
moment to recall them and imagine the future full of hope and 
promise they call us to.    

We have just begun the season of Advent. The season of long-
ing and waiting. The season of hope and promise. The season of 
dwelling and nesting that ushers in birth. The season where we 
rest in the desires and longings of God and attune our desires 
and longings, our hearts and minds to God so that our lives echo 
with the sounds of divine love. 

In the scriptures we will hear God inviting us to 
Stay awake 
Change 
Repent 
Refashion our actions 
Listen to voices crying in the wilderness 
Prepare the way of the Lord 
Come 
Strengthen weary hands 
Have courage 
Rejoice 
As we begin our Advent journey what are you imagining? What 

are you dreaming? What is the source of your hopes and long-
ings? What do you want to change? 

I love the Isaiah images. Two of my favourites include: 
The image of God’s people hammering their swords into 

ploughshares, their spears into sickles. (Is 2:41) 
The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther lies down with the 

kid, calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down togeth-
er. The lion eats straw like the ox. The infant plays over the co-
bra's hole; into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain, for the coun-

try is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell 
the sea. (Is 10:6-9) 

They lead me to imagine: 
My ‘swords’ and ‘spears’ and the change I need to make to 

shape my actions and resources to nurture the reign of God here 
and now 

My community, our communities, our families, our church 
where our differences no longer wielded threats and death deal-
ing opposition but rather peace, respect and fullness of life for 
all.    

I love Advent. I hope we all can engage in a deep listening that 
leads us into the longings, desires and imaginings of God. I hope 
together, we will be able to make straight our paths so the love 
of God will be born in us and amongst us this Christmas. 

Imagine! 
Wishing you and your families every blessing – of peace and 

joy, love and hope, Louise 
Acknowledgements 
Image by S. Hermann / F. Richter from Pixabay  
 
CHURCH WITHOUT WALLS: STELLA MARIS - MISSION TO SEA-

FARERS 
In our latest instalment of Church without Walls, hear from 

Bernadette Barry, Catholic chaplain at Stella Maris. She tells us 
about their work alongside the Mission to Seafarers and why she 
loves supporting the community. Watch the video at: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkNgC_8HLiE 

 
JOB OPPORTUNITY: CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FUND  
The Catholic Community Fund (CCF) has a position vacant for a 
Customer Service Officer, full time or part time for the right appli-
cant. If you are interested or for more information, please con-
tact Anne Campbell at the CCF Office on 4979 1163. 
 
BECOME AN SRE VOLUNTEER 

Did you know that some 50% of Catholic children are in state 
schools? Have you ever thought of spreading the good news of 
the gospel and the love of Jesus Christ with children? Have you 
ever thought about becoming a Special Religious Educator? 

This could be an opportunity for you to meet new people,         
discover new friendships and build quality relationships whilst 
mastering skills and confidence in Catechetics. 

You can make a difference in the schools within your parish! 
For people of faith, knowing you are participating in Christ’s call 
to share the Good News to all is a great source of joy and                    
meaning. 

If you would like to learn more about how you can help, please 
contact the Pastoral Ministries team on 4979 1200. 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using the 
Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home page, the 
Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CDF BSB: 062815 No: 
00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a direct debit              
arrangement (contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support of 
our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: 
CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver               
Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER 
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY FAMILY— 30TH DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Nancy Simons, Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona 
McAlinden, Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith.  
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Patricia Jones 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

R Hay 
J France 

J Shamley 
P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

D Joyce 
J Shamley 

J France 
M Melvey 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
J Andersen 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

J Vipan 
K Lendon 
A Walker 
G Walker 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

M Melvey 
J France 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

T Alexander 
M Foo 

F Dunn 
D Joyce 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
U France 

G Hutchinson 
U France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

A Silience 
TBA 

J Lynch 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

B Hutcheson 
G Walker 
H White 

P Herbert 

P Robertson 
K Lendon 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

M Shamley 
B Hutcheson 
P Robertson 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Second Sunday of Advent A 

Sunday 04 Dec 2022 
 
 
 
The Introductory Rites 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. 
We honour and pay respect to, Elders past, present and emerging. 
We acknowledge the spiritual culture of all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples across Australia. 
Our Parish St John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional 
lands of the Awabakal people. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you ask us to stay awake and stand ready: Lord, have 
mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you call us to repent: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you ask us to walk in harmony and peace: Christ, 

have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you rule your people with justice: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Almighty God,  
a voice cries out  
to make the paths straight and the mountains low. 
In this Advent let nothing stop us  
from preparing the way of the Lord. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Is 11:1-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

He judges the poor with justice. 
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land. 
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1. 
(Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 
(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for 

ever. 
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  



to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Rom 15:4-9 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Christ, the hope of all people. 
Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant 
to teach us something about hope from the examples scripture 
gives of how people who did not give up were helped by God. 
And may he who helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all 
to be tolerant with each other, following the example of Christ 
Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you may give glory to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat each other in 
the same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ 
became the servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that 
God could faithfully carry out the promises made to the 
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory to God for 
his mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this I shall praise 
you among the pagans and sing your name. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 3:1-12  

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the 
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This was the man the 
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather 
belt round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district 
made their way to him, and as they were baptised by him in the 
river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a 
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said 
to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who warned you to fly from the 
retribution that is coming? But if you are repentant, produce the 
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We 
have Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can raise 
children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid 

to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce 
good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you 
in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will 
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in 
his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and gather his wheat 
into the barn; but the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never 
go out.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. How would a character like John be regarded today? 
Q. How does our society tend to respond to those who bear a 
prophetic message? 
Q. How do you think the Pharisees and Sadducees would have 
reacted to what John said to them? 
Q. When have you experienced a ‘wilderness’ time from which 
you emerged rejuvenated and refocused? 
 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, with repentance in our hearts, let us bring 

our prayers before the Lord.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will be a sign of justice 

and peace in the world today.  
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who daily live with anger and 

disharmony will find peace and unity.  
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 



Reader: That those affected by floods, earthquakes, 
and other disasters will receive the ongoing 
assistance they need.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That ministers of the Church will be renewed in 

their dedication of service to the people of 
God.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That people who live with disability will receive 

the support and true friendship needed to 
enable them to live a full and happy life. 

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That like John the Baptist, our parish 

community will share God’s message of 
repentance and salvation with people in our 
lives.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That volunteer non-profit organisations 

committed to human development find people 
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly 
seek out new paths to international 
cooperation.   

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That those who are sick will find fullness of 

peace in Christ, especially those in our 
community and families.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will see the salvation 

of God, especially those in our community and 
families.  

In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving God, through Christ we are given the hope of 

Salvation. Hear our prayers, and help us in our prayer 
and penance as we wait to welcome Christ the Saviour. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
We believe that the Son of God once came to us 
and we look for him to come again. 
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness 
and free us with his blessing. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 

 
 
 



WORLD YOUTH DAY (WYD) is the gathering of young people 
from across the globe with the Pope. It is a pilgrimage, a 
celebration of youth, an expression of the universal church and 
an intense moment of evangelisation for our world. Although its 
catholic identity is evident, WYD opens its doors to everyone, no 
matter how close to or distant from the church they are. 

World Youth Day is celebrated every three to four years and is 
an international gathering with the presence of the Holy Father. 
It brings together millions of young people to celebrate their 
faith and sense of belonging to the church. 

Our Maitland-Newcastle Pilgrimage | 21 July - 11 August 2023  
| Applications open now! 

Journey with us on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and onto 
World Youth Day Lisbon 2023 in Portugal, where we will gather 
with young people, celebrating our diversity and faith. 

Watch the gospels come alive on this most authentic faith 
journey live on location in the holy land of Israel. Take the 
chronological road of Jesus' life from Bethlehem to Nazareth and 
Lake Galilee to Jerusalem as we prepare for a powerful 
encounter into the spirit of his passion. Continue into the heart 
and soul of Portugal to join our holy father for the 16th 
international WYD in Lisbon, as young pilgrims from across the 
globe will gather for an unforgettable week of prayer, worship, 
and celebration. 

Following the excitement of the WYD week in Lisbon, we depart 
for the tranquillity and relaxation of our post WYD retreat in 
Palmela. We will spend the following days entering into a time of 
rest, recreation, and retreat, as we unwind and process the 
amazing past days on pilgrimage and WYD experiences. 

We encourage anyone who has an understanding of the 
evangelising and catechising mission of the Church to apply. 
Once applications close, the WYD committee will communicate 
with all applicants to let each know if there is a position for them 
to attend. From there, the official registration process with our 
tour operator will commence. To apply or for more information 
go to: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/news-events/world-
youth-day-2023-lisbon/ 
 

 
You’ve got a lot to give beyond Christmas gifts. 
In January you can prepare for mission at home or abroad. 

Palms Australia has trained Australians to live and work within 
cultures and communities overseas since 1961.  Now four days of 
that training will be available for parishioners interested to assist 
harness the diverse gifts of our community and make it stronger. 

At Home 
Palms’ Neighbours Without Borders program (January 7 – 11) 

will “focus on building communities that are welcoming to all, 
with particular attention to those on the margins of society and 
the church” as urged by the recent Plenary Council.  

Overseas 
Completing a further four days (January 12 – 15) will prepare 

you to meet one of the many requests Palms has from 
communities in Africa, Asia and the Pacific who need educators; 
health professionals; administrators and others to assist build on 
the strengths of their people who otherwise have little 
opportunity for training.  

Enquire about Palms Orientation for mission via 
www.palms.org.au or call 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 

 
 

On 25 November, the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference’s 
Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace worked with ACRATH, Jesuit 
Refugee Service and Small Steps 4 Hannah to provide an online 
workshop to advocate for the elimination of violence against 
women and girls, and against domestic and family violence and 
abuse. 

The event also highlighted the Bishops Social Justice Statement 
2022-23, Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse. The 
statement and resources needed to share the message are at: 
https://bit.ly/SJS22-23 

WATCH below the workshop in full or choose specific sections. 
WORKSHOP IN FULL: View the full workshop through our 

Facebook: @socialjusticeACBC . 
PRAYER: Watch the opening prayer which includes scripture, 

reflection, prayers of Intercession and a song, “Healed in Christ” 
by Sarah Hart. 

BISHOP VINCENT LONG’S ADDRESS: Bishop Vincent Long 
addresses the domestic and family violence prevalent in our 
society, denounces it and the misuse of church teachings to 
justify violence and abuse. He also talks about the abuse people 
have suffered in the church and what the church needs to do to 
make amends. 

MICHAEL JEH – SMALL STEPS 4 HANNAH: Small Steps 4 Hannah 
is an organisation created by the family of Hannah Clarke who 
was murdered along with her three children by her husband in 
their car in Feb 2020 in Brisbane. They have created the 
organisation to advocate and create change, including outlawing 
coercive control. Michael Jeh, Ambassador for Smalls Steps 4 
Hannah and passionate advocate against family and domestic 
violence speaks with Director of OJEP, Peter Arndt. 

CHRISTINE CAROLAN – ACRATH: Christine, Executive Officer for 
ACRATH tells the stories of three people or families affected by 
human trafficking, child marriage and indentured work. She 
explains what people can do to take part in the 16 Days of 
Advocacy Against Gendered-Violence. A link to their resources is 
available at: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/16-days/ 

SHATHA JAJO – JRS: Shatha Jajo, program manager of the JRS 
program working with women who are asylum seekers and are 
experiencing or at-risk of experiencing domestic violence speaks 
about the program and the events taking place during the 16 
days of Advocacy against Gendered-violence. 

VIDEO REFLECTION: A video reflection using the Sarah Hart 
song “May You Walk” as a blessing at the end of the online 
event. 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a 
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/  
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