
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

 

FOURTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C SUNDAY 8TH MAY 2022 
 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter is traditionally known as Good Shepherd Sunday. The image of Jesus as the Shepherd of 
the Fathers flock, is one of the most beautiful images we have of him. 

Unfortunately it is probably the most domesticated, to the extent that we are not sufficiently challenged by the 
message it is meant to convey.  

When Jesus identified himself as a shepherd, he made himself an outcast. Shepherds were 
not only of lower class but also of a different race to the Jews. In calling himself a shepherd, 
Jesus became a boundary breaker. He went beyond the boundary of his social status, race 
and culture in order to embrace others who were considered outsiders.  

We the pilgrim people of God, continually search for answers as we journey together with 
our shepherd. Each of us bring unique talents, gifts and wisdom to the journey. Together, we 
discover God’s call and viewpoint. So let us try to  model that mission, in our everyday lives. 

 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 
Sunday  8th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  10th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  15th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  17th May 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 

TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE   
WE ENCOURAGE 

 
MASK WEARING  

PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
HAND SANITISING, 
STAY HOME IF SICK 

 
We are able to safely seat 100 people at   
Morisset We still have a pre-book option    
available for our services but it is not                           
compulsory  (You need to do this each week).   
Please arrive 15mins early if you book and 
notify us of any cancellation. When the seating 
capacity of the Church is reached the overflow 
will be accommodated in the Callinan Centre 
for live streaming. To pre-book use the Book 
for Services button on the Parish Website, or 
the Eventbrite App or Eventbrite Website  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or call 
the Parish Office between 9am and 2pm .  

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER   
 YEAR C     8TH MAY 2022 

Following the Easter celebrations, for 6 weeks, we are     
immersed in the lives of the disciples, who, initially &          
understandably were in a state of disarray & insecurity after 
losing their Lord & Master.  

A lot of ground has been covered since last week's story-- 
James & Stephen have been put to death ---Herod has died ---
Saul has been converted & now called Paul, is accompanying 
Barnabas on his mission to Antioch, in Pisidia- now Sth        
Turkey . 

The apostles faced quite a lot of opposition as they                
proclaimed the Good News of Christ. On one occasion when 
some of the Jewish listeners became hostile they immediately 
turned their attention to the Gentiles --quoting from one of 
the Servant Songs - that "salvation will reach the ends of the 
earth"---meaning the Gospel will know no human                    
boundaries ! 

The response to the Psalm - " We are his people, the sheep 
of his flock" cements a sense of exclusiveness, BUT it is           
complemented by the expansiveness of the opening 
line ,  "Cry out with joy to the Lord , ALL the earth" . 

The faithful followers of Jesus, those who LISTEN to his 
voice, will never be lost forever or destroyed by evil forces 
but will have eternal life!  

These, then, are the words of consolation for all of us as we 
strive to follow our Good Shepherd through the many              
struggles & joys of our lives. 

The 2nd reading from the book of the Apocalypse, full of 
symbols, give us a radiant vision of heaven & what lies ahead, 
a new creation! 

The Lamb brings Passover & Calvary to mind - white robes 
suggest Baptism -palms speak of victory -the tent recalls the 
exodus & divine protection -the blood of the lamb that           
washes robes white really catches our attention & the atoning 
death of the Lamb which cleanses us all from sin----briefly- a 
new creation! 

All of this is meant to give HOPE & COURAGE  for those 
suffering persecution . 

The short but powerful Gospel passage creates quite a stir 
amongst the Jews during the feast of the Dedication of the 
Temple. For them, God is shrouded in mystery & awe & they 
dare not even mention his name--so when Jesus, the son of 
an ordinary carpenter from an obscure village, appears & 
gains recognition for his teachings & miracles, he is not                    
readily accepted! Then, when he starts proclaiming that he & 
the Father are one, the Jews are totally angered. They refuse 
to accept him as their saviour & seek to kill him by stoning. 

For later Christian leaders, Jesus' words " the Father & I are 
one" were the basis for the theological debate on the Trinity. 
The Gospel tells of 2 relationships of utmost importance- the 
first, between Jesus & his believers, presented as the                   
shepherd & his sheep & the second, between the Father & his 
Son. 

The message is clear for all -- 
Let us allow the risen Christ to reign IN us, so that through 

His transforming power we may be renewed. Our faith is not 
dependent on experiences ---but our relationship with God IS 
REAL-  we all need times of God's outpouring in which we 
know, without a doubt, that He is moving in our lives. Let's 
begin the journey of getting to know God better & better. As 
this happens you will undergo a transition from just praying 
during times of trouble to wanting to serve Him with                  

everything you are , every breath you take & every talent you 
possess.  

BE AWARE of His love for you --- ALL DAY  ---EVERYDAY. 
                                                    Heather White 
 

THE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY 
HAD MANY THINGS TO DISCUSS, SOME OF WHICH WERE: 

As the world and the Parish returns to the ‘new normal’ post 
Covid-19, discussion was held around reintroducing a Saturday 
evening Vigil Mass. The proposal is that the Vigil would                         
commence in July at 5pm. The schedule would be that on the 
1st and the 3rd Saturday of the Month, the Vigil would be held 
at Morisset and on the 2nd and 4th Saturday held at                   
Cooranbong. It is proposed that the Vigil Mass at Morisset on 
the 1st and 3rd Saturday would be a ‘Family Mass’. The                     
commencement of the Family Mass will also coincide with the 
reintroduction of the new Sacramental Process, which will be 
launched in July.  Our Sacramental Priest Fr John Purnell is 
very supportive and indeed very enthusiastic about the                      
reintroduction of the Vigil and new Sacramental Process.  A 
‘sign up’ sheet seeking support from parishioners, to assist 
with the various ministries as well as cleaning etc will be                 
available shortly. 

A request was received from the Hunter Community Alliance 
to conduct a meeting of their executive in our Callinan Centre 
in the coming months. The meeting is to discuss to discuss the 
pending closure of Eraring Power Station, and the impact this 
will have on the community. The Hunter Community Alliance 
(HCA) is a broad-based collaboration of community, union, 
advocacy, environmental, education, ethnic and cultural 
groups, and religious organisations. Its purpose is to                    
strengthen organisations, and the connectivity between them 
as they strive for the ‘common good’. The Diocese of Maitland 
Newcastle is a member of the HCA. along with twelve other 
groups. 

The first of five Diocesan Camino Pilgrimages for 2022, will 
arrive at the Cooranbong Church on Monday 30th May, at 
around 3pm. There they will be greeted with some light               
refreshments and receive some local history about Mary 
MacKillop who had a Convent and School at Cooranbong. If 
any parishioner could assist with the hospitality, it would be 
greatly appreciated. The other Pilgrimage dates for 2022 are 
June20th,  July4th, July11th and August 8th, (Feast of Mary 
MacKillop.)  If you would like to help, please contact the office 
@4973.6859  
 

NEW SACRAMENTAL PROCESS MEETING 

A well-attended meeting was held on Wednesday evening in 
the Callinan Centre to present to interested parents, the New 
Sacramental Process that will commence in the Parish in July. 
The process is for children to receive the Sacraments of                  
Communion, Confirmation and Reconciliation. The parents 
were very positive and supportive of this new process and are 
eager for it to commence. 

FEDERAL ELECTION 

Read the Australian Catholic Bishops’ 2022 election                          
statement, Towards a Better Kind of Politics, to help you                  
reflect on the good you can do for the community by using 
your vote for the common good of all. The statement includes 
a Prayer for the Election and the principles of Catholic Social 
Teaching. Download a copy from www.catholic.org.au 

 



LITURGY MATTERS: IT'S ABOUT LIFE 24/7 
The risen Lord meets us where we are and so does the 

liturgy. 
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED MAY 03, 2022 
James Joyce is reported to have said, ‘Catholic means here 

comes everybody!’ It is one of my favourite go-to quotes. 
The Catholic family is large and diverse. One of our many 

points of diversity is our range of connection with the church 
community. Some of us are intimately connected and 
involved. Some of us have little or no connection and 
involvement. The key point is that all of us who are baptised 
Catholic belong to the family. 

I am one of those Catholics who have a lot of involvement 
and connection with the church community. I am part of the 
worshipping community who regularly participates in the 
celebration of Sunday Mass. The worshipping community is 
not the church. It is only a very small percentage of the 
church. But I often find myself and others using language that 
would make you think that the worshipping community is the 
church, and that worship or liturgy is all there is to the church. 
How often do you hear, ‘we need to get people back to 
church’ by which they mean, ‘we need to get people back to 
Mass.’ 

I think differently. I long for us to be more like the risen Lord 
who meets people where they are. I have found the Gospel 
readings on the last two Sundays both consoling and 
challenging. 

On the Second Sunday of Easter we heard the story of the 
disciples locked in a room for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood amongst them with his message of peace, his gift of the 
Holy Spirit and his command to forgive. Jesus met the disciples 
where they were, locked away in fear. 

Then last Sunday we heard the story of the disciples fishing 
in the Sea of Tiberias. They didn’t catch anything until they 
encountered Jesus and then their nets were full to 
overflowing. Following a meal Jesus asked Simon Peter, ‘Do 
you love me?’ Only after his triple, ‘Yes Lord you know I love 
you’ is he commanded to feed and look after Jesus’ sheep and 
to follow Jesus. Following and pastoral ministry are motivated 
by nothing less than love. 

The church is the Body of Christ. We are the Body of Christ, 
called to meet people where they are: locked away in fear, 
covered in doubt, needing to see, struggling in the darkness 
with little to show, naked, longing to be fed, full of love and 
hope … 

Of course, the truth is that Christ is already present with 
everybody before we arrive. Our ministry of love and 
forgiveness, of peace and hope is about helping people to 
open their eyes and hearts to discern the presence of Christ 
with them. Then, when they are ready, we might invite them 
to pray in the way that is meaningful and relevant to them. 

The huge Catholic treasury of prayer and liturgy has plenty to 
offer. Let’s use all of it. 

Over the last week or so many people have been involved in 
drafting our diocesan report for the upcoming Synod on 
Synodality. One of the many things we discussed was the 
blessings and challenges of our Catholic culture. Alas we can 
be so focused on Mass and getting people to Mass that we 
miss the mission of following Jesus who is with people where 
they are.    

Here's to hanging about in locked rooms, by the sea, in 
fishing boats, by charcoal fires and BBQs … In meeting people 
where they are we have the opportunity to help them to 
know and love Jesus, then to lead them into the Catholic 
family and parish community, and finally to the table of Word 
and Sacrament. 
The 24/7 of life is the matter of liturgy.   
Acknowledgements 

Image: Pixabay. All rights reserved. 
CREATING RESILIENT FAMILIES - ONLINE EVENT 
The Federation of Parents and Friends Associations is proud to 
present the Creating Resilient Families online event, with 
guest speaker Andrew Fuller.  
GEMMA LUMSDEN PUBLISHED MAY 04, 2022 
Join clinical psychologist, family therapist, author and speaker, 
Andrew Fuller, for a Zoom presentation on:  
 
• The active ingredients of resilience 
• How parents can develop these in their children 
• Friendship and relationship skills 
• Neurochemistry and parenting 
• Parenting tricky kids 
• Creating happy kids 
• Building self-esteem and dealing with setbacks 
 When: Tuesday 10th May 2022 Time: 7.00pm 
Where: Online via Zoom RSVP: 9th May 2022 via 
email cath.garrett-jones@mn.catholic.edu.au   
  
About Andrew Fuller 
Andrew has worked with over 3,500 schools in Australia, NZ, 
Asia and the UK and with more than 500,000 young people on 
the core elements of resilience - connect, protect and respect 
(CPR) and building The Resilient Mindset, which he defines as 
"the happy knack of being able to bungy jump through the 
pitfalls of life to rise above adversity and obstacles”.  
Andrew is a Honorary Fellow at the University of Melbourne 
and has been a scientific consultant for the ABC and a regular 
presenter on Radio National. He is an ambassador for 
Adolescent Success, the Lion’s Club Alcohol and Drug 
Awareness Foundation and previously, Mind Matters.  



PLENARY COUNCIL - WALKING IN THE SPIRIT 
“For more than four years, we have sensed the power of 

prayer and the presence of the Holy Spirit in the work of the 
[Plenary] Council. As we move towards the development, 
consideration and approval of key proposals to renew the 
Church in Australia, the need for prayer has never been                 
greater." TERESA BRIERLEY PUBLISHED MAY 03, 2022 

Those are some of the words of Bishop Shane Mackinlay, 
the Plenary Council vice-president, as he reflected on the       
importance of prayer for the Council. He was speaking about 
the Walking in the Spirit resources, which were launched in 
time for Easter Sunday and with the hope they can                              
accompany the Members and the wider Catholic community 
in the weeks leading to the second general assembly. 
 As we move towards the second assembly, the Plenary 
Council website continues to be a useful place to stay                         
up-to-date with what's happening and where we are walking 
together. 

Catholics across the country are being invited to participate 
in a new prayer pilgrimage as the Church journeys towards 
the second assembly of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia. 
 The 'Walking in the Spirit' pilgrimage has been prepared to 
encourage individuals, families, parishes, schools and other 
ministries to keep the Plenary Council in their prayers. 
 The pilgrimage starts on Easter Sunday, April 17, and leads 
up to the opening of the second – and final –  

assembly on Sunday, July 3. 
 Sophy Morley, the co-chair of the Liturgy Working Group 
for the Plenary Council, said the 'Walking in the Spirit'                   
resources can be incorporated easily into existing prayer and 
liturgical contexts. 

 'Whether it’s for the celebration of the Eucharist, morning 
liturgy in a school or an addition to one’s nightly prayer               
routine, these resources will help keep the Plenary Council in 
our spiritual focus,' she said. 

 
CATHOLIC EARTHCARE - LAUDATO SI' WEEK - 16 - 24 MAY 

As this celebration approaches, Caritas is encouraging you to 
take a look at the Catholic Earthcare process for parishes via 
the green button at https://catholicearthcare.org.au. Catholic 
Earthcare has made it easy for parishes to take up the                       
Bishops’ invitation to journey towards these 7 goals and to 
becoming living Laudato Si’ communities. They invite you to 
join the growing number of Earthcare parishes across the          
nation who’ve begun this journey.  

As part of Catholic Earthcare’s celebration of Laudato Si’ 
Week, they are hosting an online screening of the newly                 
released 'Regenerating Australia' short film - a fictitious news 
segment set on New Year’s Eve 2029, examining the decade 
that 'could be'. The film challenges us to consider how we 
respond to the Cry of the Earth. The event will be joined by 
Bishop Ken Howell and a range of guest speakers to share in 
this celebration. After the film, there will be a panel                                
discussion and question time regarding how we can take the 
teachings of the film and respond as Catholics here in                    
Australia.  

You are welcome to join by yourself, or register a parish 
group for the viewing. [Please note if registering for a group, 
only 1 person need register via Trybooking]. The video will be 
streamed via zoom so you can watch together on a large 
screen at a suitable venue like a parish hall.  

The online event will be held on Tuesday 17th May from 
6pm - 8pm AEST, 4pm - 6pm AWST. Bookings at: https://
www.trybooking.com/BZADT  

CHRISTIAN FORMATION COURSE  
Are you wanting to know more about Christianity and                

develop a deeper understanding of the Catholic Church?  
The Christian Formation Course is a learning experience that 

allows participants to explore the foundational elements of 
the Catholic Faith Tradition in community. This course                       
introduces participants to scripture, theology, church history, 
sacramental life and liturgy.  

The Course runs across twelve (12) months and comprises 
eight (8) units  

All who complete the Course are awarded a diocesan                 
Certificate in Christian Formation  

By engaging in the course, it is hoped participants will:  

• become more confident in understanding the Catholic 
faith, grow in their capacity to reflect on their life’s 
journey   

• realise that Christian faith is nurtured in community  

• be affirmed in their gifts for participating in the life of 
the faith community  

• grow in awareness of what it means to be a responsive 
member of the faith community.  

The course will commence in July 2022.  For more                          
information go to: www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course 

 

PRAYING THE GOSPELS 
You are invited to connect and pray with each other across the 
Diocese from your own home. God speaks to us through the 
words of the Gospel and then through artist's images of the 
Gospel message. Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm. 
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033 
Password: pray For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 

https://catholicearthcare.org.au
https://www.trybooking.com/BZADT
https://www.trybooking.com/BZADT
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/faith-formation/christian-formation-course
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au


NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK 2022: BETTER TOGETHER 
National Volunteer Week is Australia’s largest annual                     
celebration of volunteers. Volunteering brings people                              
together; it builds communities and creates a better society 
for everyone. 
BROOKE CROSS PUBLISHED MAY 03, 2022 
The theme for Volunteer Week 2022 (16-22 May) is Better 
Together. The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle and its agencies 
have more than 6000 volunteers who contribute their time 
every day. 
Our Diocese deeply values the significant contribution                             
volunteers make to our various committees, schools, parishes, 
and social services. Our volunteers enrich the quality of life for 
the people we support through their good deeds. Without 
them, some of our important programs and services would not 
be able to operate across the community.    
From visiting fellow parishioners in their time of need, to 
providing informed advice on topics that matter, our                          
volunteers’ efforts are always appreciated. From reading 
books to students, to teaching English to new migrants; their 
time is of such value. From cooking meals for the vulnerable, 
to providing a shoulder to cry on; their care inspires hope. 
In the lead up to 16-22 May this year, we will be hosting two 
free events in our Diocese as a chance for all of us to come 
together, celebrate and recognise the vital work of volunteers 
and to say thank you. 
Volunteer Week 
WEDNESDAY 18 MAY 
6PM VOLUNTEER DINNER AT CLUB TAREE 
THURSDAY 19 MAY 
6PM AT EVENT CINEMAS KOTARA 
RSVP volunteers@mn.catholic.org.au to confirm your attend-
ance by 9th May. 
 
CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL (CCR) PRESENCE AND 
POWER CONFERENCE 2022 
The Presence and Power conference is being held 21st -22nd 
May. Since the January retreat cancellation, there is a change 
of location and it is day registration only; this is a wonderful 
opportunity to come together again, to be refreshed and               
renewed.  There are two ways to register for the conference. 
Online link is:  https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852   
For more information, contact email@ccrnsw.org.au 
 

HOUSING NEEDS FOR HUMANITARIAN ENTRANTS/ REFUGEES 
IN NEWCASTLE AND SURROUNDS 

Settlement Services International (SSI) assist newly arrived 
refugees to resettle in Newcastle through the Humanitarian 
Settlement Program (HSP). 

The tragic events taking place in Afghanistan has led to an 
influx of Afghan families into our region. Unfortunately, the 
current housing crisis in Newcastle means many families pass 
extended periods in short term housing, which greatly impacts 
well-being and the feeling of being 'at home'.  

SSI are looking for landlords willing to commence tenancies 
with our clients. Families will pay market rent and be fully              
supported by their SSI Case Managers. We are looking for 2-4 
bedroom properties in Newcastle. Any assistance is greatly 
appreciated. 

Contact Helen Larkin for more information.  
hlarkin@ssi.org.au 
 

SOCIAL JUSTICE ART EXHIBITION  
You are invited to the annual Social Justice Art Exhibition. 
Work submitted from across the Diocese focuses on the 
themes found in the 2021-2022 Social Justice Statement Cry of 
the Earth, Cry of the Poor. We are delighted to be joined by Dr 
Sandie Cornish who leads the Office for Justice, Ecology and 
Peace of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference, as we 
hear her reflect on the statement and the artworks submitted. 
Date: Saturday, 14 May Time: 2pm-5pm Venue: The Veritas 
Centre, San Clemente High School, Mayfield 
Registration: www.eventbrite.com.au/e/social-justice-art-
exhibition-tickets-303235454407 

 
CARITAS AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 
The Caritas Autumn newsletter is now available online at 
www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine. 
Check out their latest news and stories from overseas and in 
Australia. 

https://form.jotform.com/220861063612852
mailto:email@ccrnsw.org.au
mailto:kvelkou@ssi.org.au
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/social-justice-art-exhibition-tickets-303235454407
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/social-justice-art-exhibition-tickets-303235454407
https://www.caritas.org.au/news/our-magazine/


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
The 1st collections in 2020-21 are 67% of the 2018-19 1st 
collection, which is a 33% reduction.  The first two quarters of 
2021-22 show the decline continuing.  We wish to thank 
those who have continued to support the Clergy and are           
asking for those who are not doing so to consider making 
contributions to support the Clergy / 1st  Collection at Mass in 
the BLUE bucket or electronically using the Online Payments 
button on the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App.  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support 
of our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account 
Name: CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account          
Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and 
Giver Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on 
the Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 
DISCOVER THE DIOCESE’S NEW APP! 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle’s new app is available 
now! Mass times, news and events, and parish giving will be 
just a tap away. 

As part of the new app, you are also able to select your 
Church and receive customised alerts. To view your latest 
Parish updates, simply scroll down the home page and click 
on the notices that interest you for more details. 

You can download the app for free from the Apple App 
Store and Google Play Store. Just search for ‘Diocese of             
Maitland-Newcastle’ and click install on your mobile or              
tablet! To learn more about the app, visit 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/mass-times-app 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT JOHN DE AVILA— 10TH MAY 
SAINT PANCRAS— 12TH MAY 
SAINTS NEREUS AND ACHILLEUS— 12TH MAY 
OUR LADY OF FATIMA— 13TH MAY 
SAINT MATTHIAS— 14TH MAY 
SAINT JOHN I— 18TH MAY 
SAINT BERNADINE OF SIENA— 20TH MAY 
SAINTS CHRISTOPHER MAGALLANES— 21ST MAY 
OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS— 24TH MAY 
SAINT PHILIP NERI— 26TH MAY 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
John Francisco, Joan Gillett, Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,                         
Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 Mass Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 M Melvey J Shamley 

PSALMIST: 9.30 H White J Vipan 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 H White J Vipan 

GIFTS 9.30 L & G Hutchinson P Herbert 
R Hay 

SERVERS 9.30 M Melvey V Paulo 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 L & G Hutchinson L & G Hutchinson 

COVID TEAM 9.30 K Amon 
K Lendon 
J Vipan 

B Hutcheson 

L McRae 
L McRae 
A Walker 
G Walker 

CLEANING 9.30 COVID TEAMS COVID TEAMS 

https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle/id1435003955?ls=1&mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/diocese-of-maitland-newcastle/id1435003955?ls=1&mt=8
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SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Fourth Sunday of Easter Year C 

Sunday 08 May 2022 
 

 
The Introductory Rites 
  

Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

 
Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 
Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who has redeemed us 
and raised us to new life. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
United with the whole Church, 
we celebrate the joy of Easter 
and keep this day of the Lord holy. 

 
Opening Rite 

 
LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
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Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you gather people from every race and nation: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you lead us to springs of water: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you have promised us eternal life: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

All: Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Loving God, 
you lead your faithful flock 
along the Good Shepherd’s path. 
Help us to follow Jesus 
so that one day we may reach our eternal home 
and share in the joys of heaven. 
We make this prayer through Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading      
Acts 13:14, 43-52 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

We are now turning to the gentiles. 

Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch in Pisidia. Here they went 
to synagogue on the sabbath and took their seats. 
When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts joined Paul and Barnabas, 
and in their talks with them Paul and Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace 
God had given them. 
The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the word of God. When they 
saw the crowds, the Jews, prompted by jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted 
everything Paul said. Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, ‘We had to proclaim the 
word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you do not think yourselves 
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worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us 
to do when he said: 

I have made you a light for the nations, 
so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.’ 

It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the Lord for his message; all 
who were destined for eternal life became believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread 
through the whole countryside. 
But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper classes and the leading 
men of the city and persuaded them to turn against Paul and Barnabas and expel them 
from their territory. So they shook the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to 
Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
 
Ps 99:1-3. 5. R. v.3 
(R.) We are his people, the sheep of his flock. 
1. Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.  

Serve the Lord with gladness. 
Come before him, singing for joy. (R.) 

2. Know that he, the Lord, is God.  
He made us, we belong to him, 
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. (R.) 

3. Indeed, how good is the Lord, 
eternal his merciful love. 
He is faithful from age to age. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
 
Rv 7:9, 14-17 
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 
The Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and will lead them to springs of living water. 

I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every nation, race, tribe 
and language; they were standing in front of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in 
white robes and holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said to me, ‘These are the 
people who have been through the great persecution, and because they have washed their 
robes white again in the blood of the Lamb, they now stand in front of God’s throne and 
serve him day and night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne will spread his 
tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst again; neither the sun nor scorching wind 
will ever plague them, because the Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and 
will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.’ 
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To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to John. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jn 10:27-30  

I give my sheep eternal life. 

Jesus said: 
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice; 
I know them and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life; 
they will never be lost 
and no one will ever steal them from me. 
The Father who gave them to me is greater than anyone, 
and no one can steal from the Father. 
The Father and I are one.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 
Q. What phrase from today’s reading carries special significance to you? Why? 
Q. What meaning does the image of the ‘good shepherd’ hold for you? 
Q. What is your understanding of ‘eternal life’? 
Q. For whom are you a ‘good shepherd’? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
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he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Brothers and sisters, in faith as the flock of the Lord, we turn to God with our 

prayers.  
Reader: That our Holy Father, Pope Francis, may continue to guide the Church as a 

shepherd care for his sheep.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That Christians all over the world will be united in Christ as one true flock.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community may always remember the love God has for us.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have wandered from the flock will be returned with a 

strengthened spirit.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all the sick will be comforted through God’s merciful love, especially those 

in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all those who have died will be granted eternal life, especially those in our 

community and families.  
(pause) 
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In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: God our Father, you lead your flock to the living water of eternal life. Hear our 

prayers and help us to trust in confidence that we are always in the care of our 
true Shepherd. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Concluding Rite 
Blessing 

Leader: 

Through the resurrection of his Son 
God has redeemed us and made us his children.   
May the Lord bless us with joy 
and fill us with fruits of the Spirit. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go in peace. Alleluia. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
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& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of 
the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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