
 

 

We acknowledge the Awabakal & Darkinjung people - the traditional custodians of this place 

SUNDAY, 22nd March 2026                                                       5th SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A 

Dear Parish Family,  
 

“…Unbind him, let him go free.”  
 

Next Sunday we celebrate Palm Sunday, so this weekend brings our final reflection 
on the themes that prepare those who are to be baptised at Easter—and help all of 
us renew our own baptismal promises: water, light, and life. On the Third 
Sunday, we heard of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman and the promise 
of living water. Last Sunday, we reflected on the healing of the man born blind, 
who, washing in the water of Siloam received sight. Today, we hear the powerful 
story of Lazarus, called from the tomb and restored to life. 
 

These are not just stories—they are revelations of what Baptism does in us. The 
living water of Baptism satisfies our deepest spiritual thirst. The washing of 
Baptism brings us from blindness to seeing with the eyes of faith. And in Baptism, 
we die with Christ as we are plunged into the waters and rise with Him into new 
life. Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life. Through Baptism, we enter the Kingdom 
and share in eternal life. 
 

The story of Lazarus is filled with a lot of emotion. Jesus is deeply moved—shaken 
to the core. The Greek word used (ἐμβριμάομαι) is a groan from our gut! That 
graphic. At the same time, Martha and Mary challenge Him: “If you had been 
here…” Their grief is real, yet their faith is rooted in the Jewish hope of 
resurrection—a future promise, the raising of the dead on the last day as spoken of 
by the prophet Ezekiel. But goes beyond future hope—He brings life into the 
present. When Lazarus walks out of the tomb, he is still bound in burial cloths. 
Jesus commands: “Unbind him and let him go free.” Lazarus is restored to life—but 
it is a temporary life. He will die again. This is not yet the fullness of resurrection. 
By contrast, on Easter Sunday, the tomb of Jesus will be empty—and the burial 
cloths will be left behind. His resurrection is not a return to earthly life, but a 
transformation into eternal life. 
 

The raising of Lazarus sets in motion the final events of Jesus’ life. It leads directly 
to the decision of the authorities to arrest Him. In giving life to His friend, Jesus 
begins the journey toward His own death. In saving Lazarus, He signs His own 
death warrant. And the Gospel makes this clear: Jesus gives His life so that not only 
Lazarus—but all of us—may truly live. 
 

All the symbols we have reflected on come together now. The white garment recalls 
the glory of the Transfiguration. The water speaks of new life. The candle represents 
the light of faith. And today, we are given another image: freedom. “Unbind him 
and let him go free.” In the Baptismal rite, there is a prayer over the ears and 
mouth—that they may be opened to hear God’s Word and to proclaim the faith. To 
be truly alive in Christ is to listen, to hear, to speak and to be freed from all that 
binds us. 
 

Thank you to all who have submitted your feedback regarding the review of our 
weekend Mass times. This is the final weekend to have your say. As mentioned, no 
decisions have yet been made, and I will update you in the coming weeks when 
further consultation is needed. 
 

A few events are taking place this weekend and week…. St Joseph’s Parish will be 
holding a BBQ at Bunnings in support of the Toronto kitchen which assists the 
homeless etc. Also, at St Joseph’s Toronto on Sunday, we will have a Reconciliation 
service in preparation for Easter. It will begin with the Way of the Cross at 2pm—all 
are most welcome. Wednesday evening there will also be a Reconciliation Service at 
St John Vianney, Morisset from 6.30pm. 
 

Have a good week everyone… 

 

Fr Darryl Mackie 
Parish Priest 
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BAPTISMS & SACRAMENTS 

Booking via Parish Website 
Baptisms celebrated most Sundays.  

UPCOMING MASS TIMES: 

Sat 21 March 
Mass 
Reconciliation 
Mass 

 
5:00pm 
5:00pm 
5:30pm 

 
Cooranbong 
Boolaroo 
Boolaroo 

Sun 22 March 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 
Mass 

 
9:00am 
9:00am 
9:30am 
6:00pm 

 
Warners Bay 
Toronto 
Morisset 
Warners Bay 

Tue 24 March 
Mass 
Mass 

 
9:00am 
9:30am 

 
Booragul 
Morisset 

Wed 25 March 
Mass 

 
9:00am 

 
Boolaroo 

Thu 26 March 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Warners Bay 

Fri 27 March 
Mass 

 
9:30am 

 
Toronto 

http://www.boolaroocatholicchurch.com
https://torontoparish.org/
https://www.vianneymorisset.org/


 

 

Fifth Sunday of Lent Year A 
Sunday 22 Mar 2026 

 

First Reading (Ezekiel 37:12-14) 
 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 
 

The Lord says this: I am now going to open your 
graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, my 
people, and lead you back to the soil of Israel. And 
you will know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves and raise you from your graves, my people. 
And I shall put my spirit in you, and you will live, 
and I shall resettle you on your own soil; and you 
will know that I, the Lord, have said and done this 
– it is the Lord who speaks. 
 

Responsorial Psalm (Ps 129. R. v.7) 
 

(R.) With the Lord there is mercy and 
fullness of redemption. 
 

1. Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord, Lord, hear 
my voice! O let your ears be attentive to the voice 
of my pleading. (R.) 
 

2. If you, O Lord, should mark our guilt, Lord, who 
would survive? But with you is found forgiveness: 
for this we revere you. (R.) 
 

3. My soul is waiting for the Lord, I count on his 
word. My soul is longing for the Lord more than 
watchman for daybreak. (Let the watchman count 
on daybreak and Israel on the Lord.) (R.) 
 

4. Because with the Lord there is mercy and 
fullness of redemption, Israel indeed he will 
redeem from all its iniquity. (R.) 
 

Second Reading (Romans 8:8-11) 
 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
 

People who are interested only in unspiritual 
things can never be pleasing to God. Your 
interests, however, are not in the unspiritual, but 
in the spiritual, since the Spirit of God has made 
his home in you. In fact, unless you possessed the 
Spirit of Christ you would not belong to him. 
Though your body may be dead it is because of sin, 
but if Christ is in you then your spirit is life itself 
because you have been justified; and if the Spirit of 
him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in 
you, then he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
give life to your own mortal bodies through his 
Spirit living in you. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (See John 11:25. 26) 
 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord; 
whoever believes in me will not die for ever. 
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
 
 
 

Gospel (John 11:3-7. 17. 20-27. 33-45) 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
 

The sisters Martha and Mary sent this message to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, the man you love is ill.’ On receiving 
the message, Jesus said, ‘This sickness will end not 
in death but in God’s glory, and through it the Son 
of God will be glorified.’ 
 

Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, yet 
when he heard that Lazarus was ill he stayed where 
he was for two more days before saying to the 
disciples, ‘Let us go to Judaea.’ 
 

On arriving, Jesus found that Lazarus had been in 
the tomb for four days already. When Martha 
heard that Jesus had come she went to meet him. 
Mary remained sitting in the house. Martha said to 
Jesus, ‘If you had been here, my brother would not 
have died, but I know that even now, whatever you 
ask of God, he will grant you.’ ‘Your brother’ said 
Jesus to her ‘will rise again.’ Martha said, ‘I know 
he will rise again at the resurrection on the last 
day.’ Jesus said: 
 

‘I am the resurrection and the life. If anyone 
believes in me, even though he dies he will live, 
and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?’ 

 

‘Yes, Lord,’ she said ‘I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, the one who was to come 
into this world.’ Jesus said in great distress, with a 
sigh that came straight from the heart, ‘Where 
have you put him?’ They said, ‘See how much he 
loved him!’ But there were some who remarked, 
‘He opened the eyes of the blind man, could he not 
have prevented this man’s death?’ Still sighing, 
Jesus reached the tomb: it was a cave with a stone 
to close the opening. Jesus said, ‘Take the stone 
away.’ Martha said to him, ‘Lord, by now he will 
smell; this is the fourth day.’ Jesus replied, ‘Have I 
not told you that if you believe you will see the 
glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. Then 
Jesus lifted up his eyes and said: 
 

‘Father, I thank you for hearing my prayer. I 
knew indeed that you always hear me, but I 
speak for the sake of all these who stand round 
me, so that they may believe it was you who 
sent me.’ 

 

When he had said this, he cried in a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, here! Come out!’ The dead man came out, 
his feet and hands bound with bands of stuff and a 
cloth round his face. Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind 
him, let him go free.’ 
 

Many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary and 
had seen what he did believed in him. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  



 

 

 

 
 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
21–22 March 2026 

 

Since October 2023, Caritas Jerusalem staff in Gaza have 
endured displacement, personal loss, and danger 
alongside the communities they serve. Despite 
unimaginable challenges, they remain committed to 
providing lifesaving support, standing in solidarity with 
families enduring this conflict.   

 
Please donate today. 

 

You can support Project Compassion 2026 through the 
donation boxes, envelopes or by scanning the QR code. 
Or online at: www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate  

Or by calling: 1800 024 413 
 

Thank you for standing with us,  
as we Unite Against Poverty this Lent. 

Review of Mass Times 
 

One of the more challenging responsibilities in parish life is 
reviewing our Mass times. We are blessed with strong and 
faithful attendance across all our Mass centres, and your 
commitment to the Eucharist and our community is a great 
gift. 
 

At times, however, a priest may be on leave, unwell, assisting 
another parish, or we may in the future have only two priests 
available. For this reason, it is time to review our weekend 
Mass schedule. 
 

Please prayerfully consider what would work best, keeping in 
mind: 
 

• The safety and wellbeing of the priest travelling between 
Masses 

• The needs of the wider Lakeside region 
• The unity and flourishing of our whole parish community 
 

As you respond, please include your Name, Mass Centre, 
and Usual Mass Time on the form. 
 

There will be an ONLINE FORM and a hard copy form at 
all our churches. 
 

To ensure fairness, we ask that each person submit one 
vote only. 
 

Thank you for the faith and love you bring to our parish 
communities. 

Upcoming Mission & Evangelisation Events 
 

Chrism Mass:  
31 March, 6:30pm - Sacred Heart Cathedral 
 

ALIVE Catholic Youth Launch:  
17 May, Trinity College, Adamstown 
 

Magdalene Awards:  
26 July, 9:30am - Sacred Heart Cathedral  
 

ALIVE Young Adults Retreat:  
17 -19 July, Forster 
 

Travelling Exhibition of the Saint Carlo Acutis 
Pilgrim Relic: 8-14 September 
 

ALIVE Youth Retreat:  
25-27 September, Lake Macquarie 
 

Renewed & Sent Parish Renewal Summit:  
1-3 October, St Gregory’s Campbelltown 

https://www.projectcompassion.org.au/donate
https://forms.gle/vwmm1s5Ljoj8vRHJA


 

 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 
 

St Mary’s Primary School K-6 
2 Bayview Street, Warners Bay 

Ph: 02 4948 8770 
E:admin@warnersbay.catholic.edu.au 
W:www.warnersbay.catholic.edu.au/ 

Principal: Liz Starling 
 

St Joseph’s Primary School K-6 
140 Wangi Road, Kilaben Bay 

P: 02 4959 1355 
E:admin@kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.kilabenbay.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nikki Norley 
 

St John Vianney Primary School K-6 
60-66 Yambo Street, Morisset 

P: 02 4973 4073 
E:admin@morisset.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.morisset.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mark Konik 
 

St Paul’s Catholic College 7-12 
70 Primrose Street, Booragul 

P: 02 4958 6711 
E:admin@booragul.catholic.edu.au 
W: www.booragul.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Nick Wickham  
 

PARISH GROUPS 
 

Finance Committee 
Thursday 16 April 2026 -  6:00pm 

St Michael’s Booragul 
 

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday 27 April 2026 - 6:30pm 

St Michael’s Booragul 
 

Promotion of Safeguarding 
Please contact the office 

Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in the Lakeside Bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship 

with the Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a 

position to endorse the advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot 

accept any responsibility for the advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 

 

Mass Collection - Thank you 
 

First Collection supports our 
priests: 
BSB: 066 739 
Account Number: 100004062 
Account Name: Morisset Parish 
Presbytery 
Reference: Your Surname. 
 

Second Collection supports our 
parish: 
BSB:066 739 
Account Number: 100004064  
Account Name: Morisset Parish Church 
Reference: PG# + Surname or Surname 
 
Donations to support our parish can also be 
made via the EFTPOS machines  

Please pray for all those who are sick: in hospital or at home, 
especially those living with a life threatening disease, may they 
know the healing presence of Christ:  
Phillip Fenech, Daniel Oman, Jackie Purnell, Miriam English, Jennene Mallett,  
June Gillett, Bill Fenton, Zayne Peterson, Mary Maloney, Steve McKay, Nancy 
Overton, Ross Dickson, Mary Monaghan, Clare Wallington, Donna Hazzard,  

Pam Mullaly, Tintumol Thomas, and Peter Martyn. 

Please contact the office once a person is well again  

 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life may they 
always be in our prayers. 
 
Recently Deceased: Haydn Omand 
Remembrance: Jayden Saunders 

Name Badges 
 

If people are interested in wearing a ‘name badge’, a ‘sign up’ sheet is at the 
back door for you to add your name.  

With a Light Heart  
 

Before performing a baptism, the priest approached the young father and 
said solemnly, "Baptism is a serious step. Are you prepared for it?"  "I think 
so," the man replied. "My wife has made appetizers, and we have a caterer 
coming to provide plenty of cookies and cakes for all of our guests."  don't 
mean that," the priest responded. "I mean, are you prepared spiritually?" 
"Oh, sure," came the reply. "I've got a keg of beer and a case of whiskey." 

Newcastle Maritime Art Exhibition 
 

Mission to Seafarers and Stella Maris would love to invite you to showcase 
your extraordinary artistic ability at our art show on the 1st of August 2026. 
Please see all of the information below along with the categories for you to 
enter in.  For further information, visit www.mtsnewcastle.org.au to see 
terms and conditions and parental consent for independent children 
submissions.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mtsnewcastle.org.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmark.spencer1%40mn.catholic.org.au%7C343082accd7342d1667108de84a5268c%7Ce75462c772464f49b60e47a498eea9d6%7C0%7C0%7C639094042103820230%7CUnknown%7CTWF



