THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD YEAR B SUNDAY 10 JANUARY, 2021

Today we celebrate the Feast of The Baptism of the Lord, which brings us to the end of the Christmas season.
One of life’s most important challenges is knowing what we are called to be and do — and accepting that call. Some
find that easy; others struggle with it. Jesus, too, came to realise his calling, and he accepted it when he stepped into the
River Jordan to be baptised. He was called to give his life for others.

In reflecting on Jesus’ baptism, we are also invited to reflect on our own. Most of us remember our birthdays and
celebrate them throughout the years. But how many of us even remember, the day of our baptism? Unless we received
the sacrament as adults, few of us recall the wondrous events of that day when we, through
water and the Holy Spirit, were incorporated into the life of Christ and the church.
At baptism we were pointed in a very specific direction.
The ultimate question for a Christian is:
“Am I being true to the direction in which I was pointed at baptism?”

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader

In Office

Uta France

Mon

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
10th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
12th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
17th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
19th Jan 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
BOOKINGS
ESSENTIAL
via
the
Eventbrite App or Website: http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com .
If you don’t have access to the App or the
Internet
call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays.
When you come to Mass please be aware
that you need to check in and the NSW
Government requires those who are able
to check in with a QR code do so.
If you need help on how to Check in with a
QR code please see Juliet Hutchins.
It is highly recommended that Face Masks
should be worn in Places of Worship, on
Public Transport, and those Carpooling.

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
PASTORAL CARE
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to speak with or see a
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the priest please contact Fr Kevin on
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
02 4973 1537 .

BAPTISM OF THE LORD.-REFLECTION.
Today’s feast of the Baptism of the Lord celebrates the
beginning of Jesus’ public mission when he was baptised by
John the Baptist.
What happened at the Baptism of Jesus, happened at our
baptism also, God called us by name. Can you remember
your baptism? Not many of us can, because most of us were
baptised as infants.
In the early church it was adults who were baptized. Only
later did it become common to baptize infants. This was a
consequence of a high infant mortality rate.
Through baptism a person is welcomed into the Church
community.
The Hebrews of the Old Testament were a desert people,
and water was important to them in their daily life. Water
also featured prominently in the story of their relationship
with their God.
Their religious rituals came to include a ceremony of
baptism through sprinkling water for new converts.
When the Church met in Rome for the second Vatican
Council, one of their tasks was to renew the celebration of
the sacraments.
Baptism has since been restored as an integral part of the
sacraments of Initiation. As such, the people of God, made
present in the local community, has an important part to
play in the baptism of both children and adults.
A question we could ask is, did Jesus need Initiation? The
answer is yes. Being human, Jesus needed to associate and
to identify with the community of men and women who
were dedicated to promoting the cause of the kingdom of
God.
When it comes to serving God, no one is an island. We
need the community of believers just as Jesus did. As
Christians we have a very positive role to play in the world.
We cannot change the world, but we must take our
example from Jesus and from His baptism.
By our baptism we too are called to service. We are called
to serve God and one another. We are called to make
disciples of all nations. We are called to help those in need.
We are called to treat others with kindness and
compassion. We are called to be Christ to others.
We must follow His examples so that someday the Father
will also say to us.
“You are my beloved son/daughter with you I am well
pleased.”

HELP AVAILABLE FOR QR CODE CHECK IN
If you need help on how to Check in with a QR code please
see Juliet Hutchins.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about what
is happening locally.

FAITH MATTERS: GOD OF THE RICE-COOKER AND MYSTICAL DELIGHTS
God is in my every-day; yet to speak of a
love-relationship with Him, and put in ‘on view’ is not an
easy task. It does, however, give me opportunity to thank
the One who so persistently invites me to that place of
belonging where I become aware that He loves, comforts
and challenges me; who desires my companionship, and
through His spirit leads, guides and inspires me.
PAM TIERNEY PUBLISHED DECEMBER 21, 2020
Every day we meet in the quietness of the study, before
my husband wakes . And I love this hour. There I have
learnt to quietly breathe in His presence and breathe out
whatever fears, or tensions or worries I have. I have learnt
to ‘let go’ those things which have caused me great grief,
but which I could not change. I have learnt, in this place,
that prayer for others can be a great help and blessing for
them.
I know that when I take the time to be still before God, it
is like opening the door to my soul and inviting Him in. It is
through this time I have deepened self-understanding, and
the capacity to grow in loving God, myself, and others.
Like many seekers I have a bookcase full of inspiring
spiritual works by great teachers; yet I often find myself
hunting for a little battered booklet I own called
‘ Contemplative Prayer’ A Guide for Today’s Catholic by
Father James Borst - (Ligourie Publishers).
This booklet describes what contemplative prayer is, and
why and how we should practice it. The table of contents
lists it as the prayer of Jesus and Mary which promotes
relaxation in God’s Presence; fosters nonviolence of heart
and mind, leads to transformation of personality, helps to
discover one’s true self, and strengthens prayer and
community life.
Contemplative prayer has a lot going for it!
But why such a strange title to this piece - The God of the
Rice-cooker and Mystical Delights?’ It is because this God
loves to surprise me. If you have never been to the Press
Book store in Hunter Street Newcastle, take a look. They
sell pre-loved books, usually of good quality. I visited last
week with my grand-daughter where a book, ‘Mystical
Delights’ by Hilary Huttner jumped out at me.
Browsing through it I almost cried with relief at finding a
book which described poetry as mystical language. Poetry
is something I occasionally write but mostly neglect, and
this book was such a gift to me, as I read part of William
Blakes’ Poem - Auguries of Innocence:
‘To see a World in a grain of sand,
And
a
Heaven
in
a
wild
flower,
Hold infinity in the palm of your hand,
And eternity in an hour. ……….
And the rice-cooker? Well my old one had reached its
use-by-date. Walking with a friend through a Lifeline op
shop, there was a brand new Russell and Hobbs Rice cooker for $30.00.
My everyday God.

ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections
and planned giving electronically online Electronic
payments
can
be
made
at:
https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/parish-payments/
Alternatively you can directly deposit into our bank
account, Account Name: CDF 5004 Morisset Parish
BSB: 062815 Account Number: 00328161. Planned Givers
you need to put your giver number in the payment
reference.
DOMN COVID-19 LITURGY REFLECTIONS SURVEY
Let you voice be heard! The DoMN COVID-19 Liturgy
Reflections Survey is now live!
This is an important opportunity to voice your liturgical
insights and experiences during COVID-19.
If you do not have access to a computer, phone Sharon
Murphy on 4979 1134 for a hard copy.
Take the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
mn-liturgy
WELCOME TO THE SYNOD WEBSITE
‘A Synod - the word means “journeying together” - is a
formal assembly of representatives of the whole diocesan
community: clergy, religious and lay people.
Through the Synod process,
which involves collaboration, discernment, governance
and communion, the Bishop seeks advice on matters
concerning the good of the whole diocese.
Visit - www.domnsynod.com.au - your hub for
information, resources and discussion about the Synod.

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD— 10TH JANUARY
SAINT AGNES - 21ST JANUARY
CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL—25TH JANUARY
AUSTRALIA DAY— 26TH JANUARY
SAINT THOMAS AQUINAS— 28TH JANUARY
THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD— 2ND FEBRUARY
SAINT AGATHA— 5TH FEBRUARY
SAINTS PAUL MIKI AND COMPANIONS— 6TH FEBRUARY
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Sophie L. Bird, Fr Paul O’Neill, Helen Martin, Bruce Gillett,
Joan Gillett, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.
Recently Deceased: Noel Maloney, Mary Ekezie,
Angela Idakwo
Remembrance: Francis Bristow

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/

WEEKEND ROSTERS
THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Presiders

9.30
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AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be
separated from You.
Amen.

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
The Baptism of the Lord Year B
Sunday 10 Jan 2021
The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
the Word made flesh
who is proclaimed among the nations.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
We worship in union with the whole Church
keeping this day of the Lord holy.

Opening Rite
GLORIA
Leader:

With peoples everywhere,
let us glorify our God (in joyful song).

All:

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

Almighty God,
by the power of the Holy Spirit
you baptised Jesus in the Jordan
and opened to us new life
as brothers and sisters in Christ.
May your Spirit rest on us
so that we may follow the path of Jesus
and be messengers of your peace and justice.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading

Is 55:1-11

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
Come to the water; listen to my words and you shall have life.
Oh, come to the water all you who are thirsty;
though you have no money, come!
Buy corn without money, and eat,
and, at no cost, wine and milk.
Why spend money on what is not bread,
your wages on what fails to satisfy?
Listen, listen to me, and you will have good things to eat
and rich food to enjoy.
Pay attention, come to me;
listen, and your soul will live.
With you I will make an everlasting covenant
out of the favours promised to David.
See, I have made of you a witness to the peoples,
a leader and a master of the nations.
See, you will summon a nation you never knew,
those unknown will come hurrying to you,
for the sake of the Lord your God,
of the Holy One of Israel who will glorify you.
Seek the Lord while he is still to be found,
call to him while he is still near.
Let the wicked man abandon his way,
the evil man his thoughts.
Let him turn back to the Lord who will take pity on him,
to our God who is rich in forgiving;
for my thoughts are not your thoughts,
my ways not your ways – it is the Lord who speaks.
Yes, the heavens are as high above earth
as my ways are above your ways,
my thoughts above your thoughts.
Yes, as the rain and the snow come down from the heavens and do not return without
watering the earth, making it yield and giving growth to provide seed for the sower and bread
for the eating, so the word that goes from my mouth does not return to me empty, without
carrying out my will and succeeding in what it was sent to do.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Is 12:2-6. R. v.6
(R.) You will draw water joyfully from the springs of salvation.
1. Truly, God is my salvation,
I trust, I shall not fear.
For the Lord is my strength, my song,
he became my saviour.
With joy you will draw water
from the wells of salvation. (R.)
2. Give thanks to the Lord, give praise to his name!
Make his mighty deeds known to the peoples!
Declare the greatness of his name. (R.)
3. Sing a psalm to the Lord
for he has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!
People of Zion, sing and shout for joy
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Jn 5:1-9
A reading from the first letter of St John
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that begot him
loves the child that he begets.
We can be sure that we love God’s children
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us;
this is what loving God is –
keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world –
our faith.
Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only,
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness –
since the Spirit is the truth –
so that there are three witnesses,
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the Spirit, the water and the blood,
and all three of them agree.
We accept the testimony of human witnesses,
but God’s testimony is much greater,
and this is God’s testimony,
given as evidence for his Son.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.

Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to Mark.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Mk 1:7-11
You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
In the course of his preaching John the Baptist said, ‘Someone is following me, someone who
is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals. I
have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’
It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptised in the Jordan by
John. No sooner had he come up out of the water than he saw the heavens torn apart and the
Spirit, like a dove, descending on him. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. Why does Jesus need to be baptised by John?
Q. Why might the gospel of Mark begin with John the Baptist rather than the birth of Jesus?
Q. What do you think motivates parents today to have their children baptised?
Q. Why are we invited to renew our baptismal promises every Easter?
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Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Dearest friends, let us bring our intentions before our God, the Lord of power and
might.

Reader:

That the Holy Church will continue in faith serving all people with a humble spirit.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
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Reader:

That those preparing for Confirmation will find strength in the Holy Spirit and turn
to follow Jesus in faith.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That through the waters of Baptism, our parish community will be strengthened
by the Holy Spirit as we minister to our brothers and sisters in Christ.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That young people beginning their working lives may see Jesus as a role model of
justice and righteousness.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the Lord will bless the sick with peace, especially those listed in the bulletin
and in our families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died will live forever in the Father’s care, those listed in the
bulletin and in our families.

(pause)
In your glory:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader:

Loving Father, through the Holy Spirit you gave us your beloved Son. Hear our
prayers and grant us your favour as we live your Gospel. We ask this through
Christ our Lord.

All:Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
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All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

May the Lord be with us
and protect us
now and for ever.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries,
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights
reserved.
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights
reserved.
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