
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           CHRISTMAS DAY YEAR A  25 DECEMBER 2022 

One of the things we associate with Christmas is peace. The Hebrew word for peace-shalom-conveys a much 
richer meaning than the English word peace. It conveys a sense of completeness, a state of perfect well-being. 

History is littered with examples of teachers who brought darkness into the world. Not so Jesus. For two 
thousand years the teaching of Jesus is unequalled by anyone else. 

The glowing goodness of Jesus continues to illuminate the world. The light that 
shone on the shepherds of Bethlehem that first Christmas night, shines on us this 
Christmas. 

Each of us can be sources of light to a darkened world. There is a great joy in 
being a source of light to others. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  24th December 6pm 
    Mass— Showground 
Sunday  25th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Saturday  31st December 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  1st January 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 

There will be no Tuesday Liturgies             
during the Christmas School Holidays , 
they will resume in Feb 2023. 
 
We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE :  
MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR CHRISTMAS 2022—
YEAR A 
This weekend we rejoice with Mary and 
Joseph, at the birth of the Christ Child. 
The celebration of Christmas is one of the 
highlights of the Christian year, and for a  
very good reason.  
We often see ourselves living in Australia 

as living in in a land of plenty, but unfortunately this is not always 
the case. We only have to look at the issue of homelessness, 
domestic violence, and the tension we have with migrants and 
refugees and of course our Indigenous people. The horrors 
unfolding in Ukraine and the scandal of the arms race, and even 
more the danger of nuclear war frightens us all as well. 

These are the days when many people are looking for a 
Christmas message of hope and reassurance. Whether we are 
nameless shepherds or great saints, our task is to build the 
Kingdom of God. That takes courage and it takes faith. Our task is 
no different from that of the heroes of Faith, who have gone 
before us, to get the message and pass it on.  

We cannot worship the Christ Child in truth without honouring 
him in the needy, the poor and the marginalised. We cannot be 
part of God’s new future if we continue to subscribe to, 
exploitation. 
As a Church, we too must not drag our feet to bring about God’s 
future. Recently Pope Francis quoted the late Cardinal Martini in 
saying that we are 200 years out of date, because we fear the 
new.  

We are conscious of those who are no longer with us this 
Christmas, those who have died, and their bereaved families and 
friends.  May all our Faithful Departed rest in peace.  

The first Christmas, brought joy, hope, and the reassurance that 
scripture had been fulfilled and that God had intervened to save 
His people as He had promised. May our Christmas this year also 
bring that sense of joy, hope and the confidence and care.  

May Christmas be holy and joyful and may the new year bring 
hope and happiness.. John France 
 
FAITH MATTERS: MY YEAR IN THE PASTORAL PLACEMENT 
PROGRAM 

Being part of Pastoral Placement Program (PPP), this year has 
provided moments where I have proven to myself that I am a lot 
more capable than I think I am and that times of spiritual and 
personal growth have been abundant. There have been many 
highlights I have experienced in 2022 through being engaged in 
this program. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED DECEMBER 20, 2022 
The Introductory Clinical Pastoral Education course was an 

unreal experience of sharing experiences of grief, faith, and 
catharsis. A lot of tears were shed (happy and sad) but the group 
were all there for each other during the sessions. Being able to 
share these emotions and reflecting with strangers who would 
quickly become friends was liberating and was so faith affirming 
in seeing God in the kindness of strangers. 

I learnt that self-preservation and knowing your limits are 
essential prerequisites to be selfless and generous to others 
when offering support, to be able to listen and be fully present 
with someone. Sometimes all you need to do is listen and be 
comfortable in the silences. 

Another highlight would be at Upcycle when we were 
repurposing pillowcases and sewing them into bags. I never 
thought I would be able to sew because I was constantly told by 
teachers that I ‘was a left-hander growing up in a right handers 
world.’ So, I’ve always been apprehensive about trying activities 
‘designed for right-handers.’ Kath (the founder of Upcycle) has 

taught me that I can do anything if I put my mind to it. I couldn’t 
sew a perfect case the first go, but I eventually got it! I later then 
got to start a rag rug which I am still working on. 

During my time at Activ8 I learnt about embracing both who I 
am and accepting the gifts God has given me. The youth group in 
East Maitland was such a positive experience; I was pushed 
outside my comfort zone. Rebecca and Millie were so kind to me 
in getting me involved and encouraging me to be myself. I went 
from being shy with the kids to loud and quirky in no time and 
the kids were amazing! It was wonderful to see how keen they 
were to participate in Mass, and I could feel such a strong 
presence of God at Activ8, and it was always an uplifting 
experience. 

At my time at Mum’s Cottage, I met Sr Helen who radiates love 
and kindness. Her words of affirmation made me look at what I 
want out of life, she could sense that I was ‘hungry for love’ and I 
was ‘on the right path to God.’ Despite all my doubt I knew that 
deep down she was right. 

Another experience at Mum’s Cottage’s was a conversation I 
had with a volunteer about our faith, and she said, ‘It’s okay to 
be angry with God.’ That permission enabled me to do a rethink 
about God. That afternoon I sat in my car talking (there was a bit 
of yelling and crying) to God, giving him a recap of my life, as if 
he’d missed all of it when all along, he was the footsteps carrying 
me when I was weak and lost. 

Daniel Lee (also part of the PPP) has been a mentor and great 
friend and a gift to journey with. He was the first person in my 
designated parish to make me feel welcome and he encouraged 
me to participate in Mass. Daniel has taught me a lot about ways 
of practicing my faith in and outside the church space, like, 
exercising compassion and forgiveness or reflecting on the 
scriptures. Daniel was and still is a person I confide in, in times of 
spiritual crisis to spiritually reground myself and he has inspired 
me to trust in God in times of distress and actively practice my 
faith. 

Part of the Pastoral Placement Program is to create a project 
proposal. There were so many placements that inspired my 
project. 

All the placements I entered, whether it be St Vincent de Paul, 
Mum’s Cottage, the Catholic Society at the University, I was 
always welcomed with open arms. Every volunteer and 
coordinator made me feel like I was in a space where I belonged. 
It felt like a very tightly knit community. This settling in made it 
easier for me to be authentic and real. I discovered so many 
things about myself and my faith because I was given the 
freedom to explore and find what God was calling me towards, in 
ministry, career, and life. Pairing this with the time I had Activ8, 
and I feel that my ministry is in youth and music as I have always 
done music ministry even before PPP. I thought creating a space 
where children can have that same freedom as I did would be a 
great way to get youth more engaged and active throughout 
parish and diocese. 

I hope to see the program called ‘Mountain Movers’ go ahead 
in the future especially in lower-socio-economic parishes or 
communities and promoted by schools and work with them to 
coordinate youth masses or preparation for sacraments as 
extensions of this proposal.   

I came into the program lost and my faith was barely present. 
I’d grown up in church, I knew all the right things to say, how to 
regurgitate mass responses but I never made a meaningful 
connection. However, since starting the PPP I have been on a 
spiritual odyssey where I have experienced many moments of 
clarity and doubts of faith that have subsided through deep 
reflection and perspective.  

This article was written by Kathleen Soo.  



2022 – THE YEAR IN REVIEW 
As each year draws to a close, it has become customary to in-

clude a reflection on the contributions of the Catholic Diocese of 
Maitland-Newcastle to our community, during the 12 months 
prior. Thankfully, 2022 has provided a little more stability than 
recent years. This in turn has enabled the Diocese, through its 
agencies, pastoral groups and parishes, to grow its services as we 
live our Mission to serve all in the community so that they may 
experience life to the fullest. 

SEAN SCANLON PUBLISHED DECEMBER 03, 2022 
The Diocesan Leadership Group recognise that although each 

agency of the Diocese has its own unique needs, there are many 
aspects of our work that are common to all our agencies, we are 
“Many parts. One body. One mission”. As such, this year the 
Diocese launched three entirely new and complementary 
plans including a Sustainability Plan, a Reconciliation Action 
Plan and a Strategic Plan to guide and unify the work that we 
undertake across all Diocesan agencies and parishes. The plans 
reflect a discernment process of formation, planning, and input 
from the Diocese’s leadership teams, staff from diocesan agen-
cies as well as our parish communities and various Church coun-
cils. 

Of course, working in a meaningful way that promotes, 
amongst other things, care for the environment and reconcilia-
tion with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities is 
nothing new for our Diocese. However, these plans are signifi-
cant as they formally identify our collective aspirations, priori-
ties, and strategic direction for the next five years. 

To that end, below is a brief overview of some of the work that 
the Diocese’s agencies, enacted through our 4,600 staff and valu-
able volunteers, have been working on throughout this year. 
While there is still plenty more to achieve in the years to come, I 
am sure you will agree we are making some good inroads.  To 
read the rest of the story pick up a copy of the Aurora at the 
back of the church or online at: https://mnnews.today/aurora/
september-2022/56052-2022-the-year-in-review/ 
 
SHARING HOPE WITH CHRISTIANS IN SYRIA AND LEBANON THIS 
CHRISTMAS  

Aid to the Church in Need is asking for support to aid our 
brothers and sisters who are suffering so deeply in Syria and Leb-
anon through our Christmas appeal Sharing Hope with Christians 
in Syria and Lebanon this Christmas. The support we are pledging 
to them is very much emergency relief to sustain the Christian 
population in hope. The projects we are supporting are projects 
such as medical aid, community help and gifts for children in 
Lebanon, as well as support for lay faithful and accommodation 
for families in Syria.  

It is only with your help that ACN can support Christians in Leb-
anon and Syria this Christmas! 

To watch videos and read stories of the projects we are sup-
porting visit www.aidtochurch.org/christmas2022  
 
2023 LENTEN REFLECTION: FINDING LIGHT WITHIN THE                
DARKNESS 
Pastoral Ministries has prepared a Lenten resource for our           
diocese, Finding Light within the Darkness. Every Lent there is a 
fresh invitation to retreat from the noise and busyness of daily 
life. To listen with our heart, to contemplate our humanness so 
we can actively focus on humanity. We are invited to turn to God 
dwelling within us and consider how we can find light in the          
darkness and how we can be light to others. This resource                 
provides opportunities for prayer, faith-sharing, and outreach in 
our local community. This resource will be available at the end of 
January. 

SAVE THE DATE: TORONTO MEN’S 
WEEKEND  
A MenALIVE Men’s Weekend will 
be held at the St Joseph’s Toronto 
Parish on the weekend of 25 and 
26 March 2023. The weekend is 
suitable for all men from 18 years 
of age and provides an opportunity 
for attendees to explore what 
makes them feel fully alive. More 

information including how to  register will be provided closer to 
the date. For more information on MenALIVE, visit: 
www.menalive.org.au  
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a 
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/  
 
 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
APPEAL: A CHILD’S 
SMILE. A MOTHER’S JOY. 
YOURS TO GIVE THIS 
CHRISTMAS. 
Christmas is a time of 

miracles – of hope and renewal.  
Throughout rural Vietnam, children and families living with dis-

abilities, like Mrs Lan and her children Quan and Loah, are less 
likely to be employed, and children are less likely to go to school.  
Mrs Lan’s dreams for her children are simple. She wants them to 
“live like every other child, going to school, playing, having a hap-
py life, and growing and learning like other children.”  

Through the generosity of our supporters, Quan and Loah 
joined a community-based classroom and learned to socialise 
with other children and found confidence in themselves. They 
found more joy from having fun with others, learned to tell jokes 
and found themselves smiling more. This Christmas, you can help 
create opportunities for children and adults with disabilities and 
to enable more families like Mrs Lan’s to access resources to im-
prove their income and living status.  

Please join Caritas Australia’s wonderful community of gener-
ous supporters this Christmas in giving loving parents of children 
with disabilities the incredible gift of seeing their children smile. 
Visit www.caritas.org.au/christmas this Christmas or call 1800 
024 413 toll free to help bring more smiles to children’s faces this 
coming year. 
 
 

 

http://www.aidtochurch.org/christmas2022
http://www.menalive.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, the Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit arrangement (contact the parish office for this).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF 96014 
Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161                
Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver Number or                
Surname, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY FAMILY— 30TH DECEMBER 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD— 1ST JANUARY 
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN— 2ND JAN 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD— 8TH JANUARY 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD— 9TH JANUARY 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden, 
Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith.  
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Shirley Yates, Nancy Simons, 
Robert Jones, Joyce Scott. 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  CHRISTMAS NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

6pm Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM / 
6PM 
 
 
9.30AM 

F Dunn 
J Vipan 

L McRae 
M Foo 

D Peterson 
P Melvey 
B Nowak 

M Shamley 
 
 
 

L McRae 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

 
H White 

H White 
M Foo 

GIFTS 5PM / 
6PM 
9.30AM 

J Hutchins 
M Foo 
K Dunn 
F Dunn 

A Dussin 
L McArdle 

J Vipan 
K Lendon 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

V Paulo 
M Melvey 

J France 
V Paulo 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

 
U France 

U France 
J France 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

 
J France 

G Hutchinson 
U France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

TBA 
TBA 

A Sillence 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

All available 
COVID Team 

Members 

P Melvey 
M Melvey 
L McRae 
L McRae 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

F Thompson 
R Hay 
C Hay 

XXXX 
A Walker 
G Walker 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment 
to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and 
vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a child or 
vulnerable adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding (ph: 
4979 1390 or email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or 
visit their website for further information 
(www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Day 
Sunday 25 Dec 2022 

 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
the Word made flesh 
who is proclaimed among the nations. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
rejoicing at the birth of the Saviour. 

 
Opening Rite 

GLORIA 
Leader: 

With peoples everywhere, 
let us glorify our God (in joyful song). 

All: 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 

We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 

receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
Eternal God, 
today we have seen your glory 
for Jesus Christ is born. 
Emmanuel, God with us, 
may your light shine on us 
for your coming brings hope to the world. 
We make this prayer through the Holy Spirit 
in Jesus’ name. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Is 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of 
our God. 

How beautiful on the mountains, 
are the feet of one who brings good news, 
who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, 
and tells Zion, 
‘Your God is king!’ 
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, 
they shout for joy together, 
for they see the Lord face to face, 
as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, 
you ruins of Jerusalem;  
for the Lord is consoling his people, 
redeeming Jerusalem. 
The Lord bares his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations, 
and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 

(R.) All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of 
God. 



1. Sing a new song to the Lord  
for he has worked wonders. 
His right hand and his holy arm 
have brought salvation. (R.) 

2. The Lord has made known his salvation;  
has shown his justice to the nations. 
He has remembered his truth and love 
for the house of Israel. (R.) 

3. All the ends of the earth have seen  
the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. (R.) 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,  
with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
acclaim the King, the Lord. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Heb 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own 
time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his Son, the Son 
that he has appointed to inherit everything and through whom 
he made everything there is. He is the radiant light of God’s glory 
and the perfect copy of his nature, sustaining the universe by his 
powerful command; and now that he has destroyed the 
defilement of sin, he has gone to take his place in heaven at the 
right hand of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels 
as the title which he has inherited is higher than their own name. 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I have 
become your father, or: I will be a father to him and he a son to 
me. Again, when he brings the First-born into the world, he says: 
Let all the angels of God worship him. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to John. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jn 1:1-18 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: 
the Word was with God 
and the Word was God. 
He was with God in the beginning. 
Through him all things came to be, 
not one thing had its being but through him. 
All that came to be had life in him 
and that life was the light of men, 
a light that shines in the dark, 
a light that darkness could not overpower. 

A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. 
He came as a witness, 

as a witness to speak for the light, 
so that everyone might believe through him. 
He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. 

The Word was the true light 
that enlightens all men; 
and he was coming into the world. 
He was in the world 
that had its being through him, 
and the world did not know him. 
He came to his own domain 
and his own people did not accept him. 
But to all who did accept him 
he gave power to become children of God, 
to all who believe in the name of him 
who was born not out of human stock 
or urge of the flesh 
or will of man 
but of God himself. 
The Word was made flesh, 
he lived among us, 
and we saw his glory, 
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 
full of grace and truth. 

John appears as his witness, He proclaims: 
‘This is the one of whom I said: 
He who comes after me 
ranks before me 
because he existed before me.’ 

Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –  
yes, grace in return for grace, 
since, though the Law was given through Moses, 
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ. 
No one has ever seen God; 
it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, 
who has made him known. 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why might the Luke gospel go into detail about the Roman 
officials at the time of the census? 

Q. What is significant about Joseph being ‘of David’s House and 
line’? 

Q. Why do you think the two infancy stories have been 
commonly combined into one? 

Q. How could the two different infancy stories be better 
highlighted and respected? 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 



At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, today a holy light has shone upon the 

earth. Let us bring our prayers before God the Father of 
all humanity.  

Reader: That through the birth of God’s Son, the Holy 
Church of God will ever acclaim God’s presence 
among all people.  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the holy child of Bethlehem will draw us 

out of darkness, and into the light of God.  
(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those separated from loved ones this 

Christmas will find assurance in the love of 
God’s family.  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That as our community celebrates the birth of 

our Saviour, we will bring about peace on earth 
and good will for all.  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That through the Virgin’s Son, the sick will be 

given renewed life, especially those in our 
community, our friends and family members.
  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died may ever share in 

the eternal light of Christ, especially members 
of our community, our friends, and family 
members.  

(pause) 
In your glory: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord God, all the ends of the earth have seen your 

saving power. Hear our prayers this Christmas day as we 

joyfully proclaim the glory of your infant Son on earth. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the God of glory fill our hearts with peace and joy, now and 

for ever. 

 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FAITH MATTERS: That's a wrap 
As we enter this week leading up to Christmas it is 

timely to reflect on this season and consider its origins, 

what it looks like presently and what it might look like 

in the future. 
ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED DECEMBER 20, 

2022 

These days the mobile phone can cause distraction 

and be a source of addiction. It is also a wonderful tool for 

memories to be captured and stories to be shared. Who 

would have thought 10, 20 years ago that one day the 

majority people in the world would own a 5 x 10 piece of 

technology that not only contained vital information of 

the owner but acts as a source of communication 

between individuals, groups, and society at large? 

I, like so many other people, do not own a camera 

anymore. Why would we when our phone takes just a 

good photo as a SLR and high-quality video too?  I am 

thankful for its voice navigating features as I cannot 

imagine using the white pages to get from point A to B 

anymore. 

During the past week I made some time to scroll (a 

word which is not a pastry or an object that contains 

writings, but now considered an action) through my 

photos from the last year. 

In reflecting not only on my photos but in 

conversations that I have had with others, it is hard to 

fathom how much we can fit into a year. It is especially 

notable now that we have emerged out of covid so to 

speak or should I say lockdown restrictions. This time last 

year many of us where in 14-day isolation due to being a 

close contact, how things have changed. 

That is partly the beauty of this world, things do not 

stay the same, we need to read the signs of the time and 

adapt when and if necessary. We need to continuously try 

to reimagine what things might look like in the future, 

especially if they are no longer working. Everyone has 

memories of the good old days, but the good old days are 

only as old as you are.   

Reflecting on the work of the Formation and 

Education office, there have been many opportunities to 

connect people with faith over the year. One of these 

opportunities was offering a day of formation on 

Matthew’s Gospel by Sr Michele Connelly rsj. 

Michele insists that we need to look with fresh eyes 

when we consider scripture and many of the points made 

on this day connected my synapses and have left a lasting 

impression. Michele describes the understanding of 

scripture as a boat that we have been sailing for the last 

2000 years and it has collected some barnacles, which 

need to be cleared off.  Our Church, too, needs to start to 

look to the future with fresh eyes. 

Michele presented the question which related to 

sacrifices in Old Testament scripture, ‘How do you feed a 

lamb chop to a God that has no teeth?’ Well, you burn it 

to a crisp, so it becomes nothing but smoke or spirit. Enter 

Jesus and he insists that we forget the BBQ and replace it 

with mercy. Expensive meat sacrifice to God is not 

necessary but rather demonstrating dignity and respect 

to all regardless of social or economic status is what is 

needed to be offered by the God. We should be taking up 

St Paul’s approach to RCIA, meet people where they are 

at, instead of making seekers come to the Tuesday night 

lesson of what it means to be Catholic. Being meek as 

mentioned in the Beatitudes is not about being lily livered 

door mats, but rather a war horse working with the yoke 

of life. It is the yoke that we wear with Christ, he will take 

the weight with us and get us through to complete the 

task of life.    

Hearing Michele made me reflect that we should no 

longer be thinking or doing what we have always done, 

there is a vital need to reimagine and look with a fresh 

approach. 

As we enter this week leading up to Christmas it is 

timely to reflect on this season and consider its origins, 

what it looks like presently and what it might look like in 

the future. 

The Roman empire struggled with the concept of 

the Sabbath and in many ways Jesus did too.  Our growing 

consumeristic western culture threw this day of rest away 

about 35 years ago with the opening of shops on Sunday. 

Despite this, it is good to see that the majority of people 

and business owners in Australia keep Christmas Day as 

a day of rest, a day of celebration to be in communion 

with family and friends. 

As we witness an unwrapping of gifts this coming 

Sunday remember not to lose sight of the significance of 

this special occasion. While many may not have reflected 

on the scripture throughout Advent many would have 

lived out the church’s mission of providing hope, peace, 

love and joy to the world. Perhaps we need to look with 

fresh eyes to discern what Church might look like in the 

future and not wrap it up in only one box. 
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