
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A  11 DECEMBER 2022 

Today we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent, which is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for 

“rejoice.” · The joy and happiness in the Lord that we celebrate today is symbolized by the lighting of a rose coloured candle on 

the Advent Lantern Stand. 

In the Gospel today John the Baptist speaks to us, in part, because we live in a world not unlike his own. The modern world can 

seem very much like a desert, where our efforts to be good news can seem like a voice crying in the wilderness of apathy and 

materialism. How can we live the Good News in a society that is at best indifferent and at worst hostile to its Christian 

heritage? 

Without the witness of Christians, the face of Christ, already blurred, will continue to fade in our world. 

The task is not one for the individual Christian only, but for the Christian community. It is much easier to 

witness to Christ as a member of a supportive community. 

May we become like Mary, a more authentic sign of the love of God in our world, this Advent/Christmas 

season. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  10th December 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  11th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  13th December 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  18th December 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  19th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  21st December 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE : MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



2022-REFLECTION FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT-2022 
Today we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, which is 

traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday, from the Latin word for 
“rejoice.” The joy and happiness in the Lord that we celebrate 
today is symbolized by the lighting of a rose colour candle on the 
Advent Lantern Stand. 

Joy should be the normal experience of the Christian, but there 
are many who unfortunately do not have that experience. Our 
lives can be filled with contradictions, as we try both to celebrate 
the season and to be patient as Christmas approaches. Finding 
joy in our work for peace and justice may not come easy. At 
times, we may wonder whether our “crying out in the desert” 
will ever yield the world we seek. How do we live in a world of 
chaos and specifically as Catholics, and how do we educate and 
equip young people for the challenges in the 21st century? 

Covid-19 has revealed a world that is fractured. The planet is 
out of sync with nature and heading to ruins, and our survival 
depends on our partnership with every form of life. We need a 
radical new way of relating and living, that brings harmony and 
sustainability to all of life. As humans we are part of the 
interconnected web of creation, and we need to live a new 
model of communion with all that is. 

Like a river that has changed its course, I believe that the 
Church must also be reborn beyond the traditional structures. As 
a Church, we must die to the old ways of being Church. Instead, 
there is a desire to be less of the Church of maintenance and 
conservation, to one that is synodal, trying to make sure that 
everyone feels welcomed. 

Advent is a time of hope when we hold dear our vision of the 
better world to come. It is a time to plan for how our world can 
be made more just, and how we can all be truer, even during 
conflict and division. But with our Christian hope, we are not to 
be naïve. We know that justice and truth remain elusive for many 
people for much of the time, and this can cause hurt and harm. 

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist invites the people to make a 
peaceful world of harmony and sharing. In our world where 
politics, power and position seem to rule, we need to be honest 
and fair and willing to share. And, instead of being driven by 
greed and an unending quest for “more,” we need to be happy 
with what we have. 

This Advent let us continue, because of our faith, to act 
hopefully, and in that way be an encouragement to those who 
have lost all hope.  John France 

 
SAVE THE DATE: TORONTO MEN’S WEEKEND  

A MenALIVE Men’s Weekend will be held at the St Joseph’s 
Toronto Parish on the weekend of 25 and 26 March 2023. The 
weekend is suitable for all men from 18 years of age and provides 
an opportunity for attendees to explore what makes them feel 
fully alive. More information including how to register will be 
provided closer to the date. For more information on MenALIVE, 
visit: www.menalive.org.au  

 

CHRISTMAS –CUSTOMS & TRADITIONS. 
Did You Know? 
A mixture of the sacred and the secular characterises the 

Christmas season today. Most people are comfortable with the 
situation, as Silent Night alternates with Rudolph, the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer. 

 In the 16th century, the Puritans in England came to power 
and outlawed, through Parliament, any observance of Christmas, 
under the pain of punishment. The Puritans then lost their 
political power, and the celebration of Christmas returned to 
England. Early Immigrants to America then took their Christmas 
traditions and attitudes with them. By the end of the 19th 
century, all states in America and Australia had granted legal 
recognition of Christmas Day. 

Did You Know? -Santa Claus. 
A concern of many parents is how to deal with the popularity of 

Santa Claus. Santa Claus as we know today, is a manufactured 
character. There is no harm to the faith of children, with the 
tradition of Santa Claus. Acquaintance with myths is an 
important part of children’s emotional development. 

Did you Know? 
Christmas over the centuries, has become a seasonal mood, 

not limited to believers who prepare for and rejoice over the 
birth of Jesus. Almost every aspect of society celebrates the 
season in some way. There are two traditional dates, celebrating 
Christ’s birth: December 25th in the Western Church and January 
6 in the Eastern Church. 

During the Middle Ages, Christmas exploded in popularity. So 
did religious traditions associated with it. Christmas competed 
with the more important celebration of Easter, and in popular 
practice, began to outshine it. 

The most obvious feature of the Christmas season is the 
popularity of special lights. At one time, all lights were burning 
flames in the form of wicks and candles and have always been 
popular religious symbols. 

Christmas cards with a seasonal greeting and message became 
popular late in the 19th century. The first is believed to have 
been designed in England by John Calcot Horsley.  

 
DECEMBER RETREATS AT THE DIVINE RETREAT CENTRE  

The Divine Retreat Centre is hosting several events in 
December. These include an Advent Retreat from 9 to 11 
December, a Spiritual Retreat on Saturday 17 December, a One 
Day Pilgrimage on the 18 December and a New Years Eve event. 
For more information and a full list of retreats, please visit 
www.divineretreatcentre.org  
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a 
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/  

http://www.menalive.org.au
http://www.divineretreatcentre.org


FAITH MATTERS: CHRISTIAN FORMATION COURSE 
The Christian Formation Course has not only given me deep-

er insight into our teachings and Traditions but has inspired 
me to continually read the Gospel and discern the scriptures. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED DECEMBER 06, 2022 
As a convert still in the early days of my faith journey I had 

found it challenging to find a means of strengthening my 
knowledge of the Church. The more actively I threw myself into 
daily prayer life, the more eager I became to broaden my under-
standing of our faith. 

Only a few months after my baptism in 2021 a family member 
mentioned to me that the Catholic Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle offered something called the Pastoral Placement Pro-
gram and urged me to apply. Through this application process I 
came to learn about the Christian Formation Course, which in 
theory sounded like everything I had been looking for. 

Since the commencement of the course in July, I can whole-
heartedly say that it has played a pivotal role in the development 
of my faith journey and overall sense of identity. As someone 
who converted at the age of twenty-seven, I had been trying to 
step into my authentic self. At times this had felt like a lonely 
path with all my long-standing friendships being so heavily root-
ed in the secular world. But what I’ve found in the Christian For-
mation Course is a beautiful sense of community amongst a di-
verse cohort of peers. It seems as if the Holy Spirit has brought 
us together to share this opportunity in learning more about our 
faith, but also in sharing a part of ourselves and our experiences 
with one another. 

The Christian Formation Course has not only given me deeper 
insight into our teachings and Traditions but has inspired me to 
continually read the Gospel and discern the scriptures. These 
newly acquired skills have given me deeper insight into how the 
Holy Spirit can work through the written Word and apply its mes-
sage in our everyday life. 

Attending class is now the favourite part of my week, each ses-
sion offers the opportunity to grow and implores us to reflect on 
ourselves and everything we thought we already knew. In setting 
aside this one night a week to develop my foundational 
knowledge of our Catholic faith I feel I have made a fruitful in-
vestment in what will be a life-long journey. 

If you would like to know more about the Christian Formation 
Course or express an interest in joining the next group, please go 
to: https://forms.office.com/r/2rwFqJUXFv 

Image: Unsplash by Priscilla Du Preez Article by Morgan Owens 
 
ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES; 
MAKE A DIFFERENCE  
OVERSEAS 
Do you require professional 

renewal, or are you seeking a retirement challenge? Communi-
ties abroad are asking for qualified and experienced Australians 
able to mentor their people in education, health, administration, 
trades, agriculture and more. 

Imagine yourself re-engaging your vocational passion in Africa, 
Asia or the Pacific.  Since 1961 Palms Australia has been re-
cruiting Australians able to offer mentoring that will allow over-
seas counterparts opportunities otherwise unattainable. Sharing 
your skills will strengthen the capacity of workers overseas to 
serve their communities for generations to come, long after you 
return home. Communities in American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiri-
bati, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Thai-
land, Timor-Leste, and Zambia are seeking to fill a variety of 
roles.  

Enquire about those roles via www.palms.org.au or by calling 
02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 

 
FAITH MATTERS: FALAFEL, SHAWARMA AND 'THE CHOSEN' 

EXPERIENCE 
The Chosen is a first ever multi-series which brings to being an 

interpretation of what life might have been like for Jesus starting 
his ministry. 

GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED DECEMBER 06, 2022 
 “I have always been curious about the everyday life of Jesus 

and his disciples,” says Katherine Russell, former Assistant Princi-
pal, “so when I saw this program advertised in the Parish Bulletin, 
I was immediately interested.” 

The Chosen is a first ever multi-series which brings to being an 
interpretation of what life might have been like for Jesus starting 
his ministry. The series, creatively produced by Dallas Jenkins, 
includes the backstories for each of the disciples that were indi-
vidually chosen by Jesus. We are first invited into each of their 
lives, into their struggles and baggage. But once introduced to 
Jesus and the invitation to spend time with him, we are invited to 
witness such a transformation of each of his first followers. 

Each Thursday evening in October and November people from 
all parts of the Diocese gathered to share an authentic meal using 
traditional recipes from First Century Israel. The sights, smells 
and tastes are all a part of The Chosen experience. Joining in a 
meal together, experiencing the foods that Jesus and his disciples 
may have taken part in, whilst watching the series each week is 
all to aid in the joy of such a powerful show. 

In this first season we are introduced to a talented, yet outcast 
tax collector, Matthew. He is hated by his own people, regarded 
with scepticism by his employers, the Romans, and yet compelled 
to find out more about this ‘Jesus’ person. 

Katherine recalls, “The Chosen series has given me the oppor-
tunity to better relate to Jesus and the disciples as fellow human 
beings and it has reinforced for me the fact that the disciples 
were specially chosen and so am I. The interaction Jesus had with 
the people during his ministry gave them the chance to change 
their lives and to follow him. This has set me thinking - how am I 
following Jesus? I want to read the Christian Scriptures with more 
care and examine how Jesus is changing my life. 

Belinda Straiton is a regular attendee at the series. “You discov-
er new things with every episode. The sharing of information is 
so important, listening to other’s interpretations and what they 
get out of each show is wonderful. I can’t get enough of it!” 

We see Jesus through the eyes of a new lens, directly witness-
ing the impact of Jesus and His ministry on the ones closest to 
Him. With each episode we are drawn in a little deeper on the 
people who encountered Jesus in a very personal and intimate 
way. It’s definitely a binge worthy experience!  The final episode 
has us witness the encounter that the Samaritan woman had 
with Jesus at the well.  Her change of heart and lifting of spirit is 
infectious, drawing us all to a desire to watch Series Two as soon 
as possible. Not a bad way to enjoy some falafel, shawarma and 
faithful dialogue on a Thursday night! 
 

http://www.palms.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using the 
Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home page, the 
Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CDF BSB: 062815 No: 
00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a direct debit              
arrangement (contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support of 
our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: 
CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver               
Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY FAMILY— 30TH DECEMBER 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD— 1ST JANUARY 
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN— 2ND JAN 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Nancy Simons, Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona 
McAlinden, Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith.  
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Shamley 
P Melvey 

J Vipan 
J Hutchins 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
M Melvey 

K Lendon 
K Amon 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

J Vipan 
K Lendon 
A Walker 
G Walker 

A Walker 
G Walker 
P Melvey 
A Dussin 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
J France 

J France 
M Melvey 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

F Dunn 
D Joyce 

R McArdle 
J France 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

G Hutchinson 
U France 

L Hutchinson 
U France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Lynch 
TBA 

J Andersen 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

P Robertson 
K Lendon 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

A Walker 
G Walker 

R Hay 
B Hutcheson 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

M Shamley 
B Hutcheson 
P Robertson 

XXXX 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Third Sunday of Advent Year A 

Sunday 11 Dec 2022 
 
 
 
 

The Introductory Rites 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

God’s kindness brings hope to the world. 
To prepare ourselves to hear his Word 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you came to rescue the poor and the lowly: Lord, 
have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you give us patience in times of trial: Christ, have 

mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you will come in glory with salvation for your people: 

Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

All: Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
God of all ages,  
with joy and gladness  
we await the coming of our Saviour, Jesus. 
Give us courage and strength 
so that we may share with others 
the Good News of your kingdom. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Is 35:1-6, 10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

God himself will come and save us. 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 
They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4 
(R.) Lord, come and save us. 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  

who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 



3. It is the Lord who loves the just  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Jas 5:7-10 
A reading from the letter of St James 

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s 
coming will be soon. 

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: 
how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the ground until it 
has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to 
be patient; do not lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be 
soon. Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so 
as not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, 
brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 11:2-11  

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for 
someone else? 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent 
his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or have 
we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and 
tell John what you hear and see; the blind see again, and the 
lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead 
are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; 
and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the 
people about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to 
see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go 
out to see? A man wearing fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear 
fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out 
for? To see a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a 
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going 
to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way 
before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of 
women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet 
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. In what way were the signs Jesus described an answer to 
John’s question? 
Q. What evidence can be found in this passage to indicate that 
Jesus admired John the Baptist? 
Q. How might Jesus’ audience have responded to the idea of the 
least being greatest in the kingdom? 
Q. In what ways does this final comment pose a challenge for us 
today? 

Profession of Faith 
Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, with courage in our hearts, let us bring our 

intentions before the Lord.  
Reader: That our Holy Father Pope Francis will instil 

trust and patience in Catholics all over the 
world.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That leaders of nations and governments will 

work for justice and peace.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have turned away from Jesus 

will be returned to the Good News and find 
salvation at Christ’s coming.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That in this Advent time, our community may 

take heart and find renewed faith in the Lord.
  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick and housebound will be saved 

through the love of Christ, especially those in 
our community and families.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 



Reader: That those who have died may come to reign 
with Christ forever, especially members of our 
community, friends and family.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord God, the coming of your Son is near. Hear our 

prayers, and guide us with patience and renewed faith 
as we wait in joyful hope. We ask this through Christ our 
Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
We believe that the Son of God once came to us 
and we look for him to come again. 
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness 
and free us with his blessing. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
FAITH MATTERS: PLACING THEMSELVES ON A PATHWAY TO 

THE KINGDOM 
Recently Pastoral Ministries held a discernment meeting for the 

newest of our Pastoral Placement Participants. 
GUEST CONTRIBUTION PUBLISHED DECEMBER 06, 2022 
The meeting involved people of all ages, coming together to 

consider what a vocation might be like within the variety of 
agencies that fall under the umbrella of the Diocese of Maitland-
Newcastle. Each member had their own story and their own 
reasons for being in that space. 

Everyone was excited yet somewhat apprehensive about the 
yearlong vocation that they were about to commit to. Each 
participant in the program is placed into a variety of agencies for 
a four-week rotation over the course of a year. These may 
include, packing donations and delivering to the needy, tutoring 
or assisting with teaching both in and outside of school settings, 
creating new goods out of recycled products for donations, 
chaplaincy work, companioning in the refuge centre, creating 
care packs for seafarers who have been away from home for 
many months, assisting with youth groups, the list goes on. Each 
participant has a program designed to suit their curiosities, 
needs, desires and calling. 

The Placement opportunities are grounded by the diocesan five 
foundations of church and ministry life and offer a commitment 
to serving all in the community so that they may experience life 
to the fullest. Each placement also involves spending some time 
in a parish environment. The aim of the program is to provide 
the participants with as many experiences as possible, in the 
hope that they might feel the calling and consider one as a 
vocation to pursue. The program has been successful for a 
number of years now and some of the participants have, indeed, 
landed a career in Pastoral Ministries. 

Summer Harrison and Max Noble started the Pastoral 
Placement Program in 2020. In 2022 they were Youth Ministers 
in local high schools. 

Max recalls: “I was at a leadership day at school, and I saw the 
flyer for the program. I didn’t touch it until a couple of weeks 
before the applications were due. I thought it would be a good 
opportunity out of school. I was wanting to explore some 
opportunities that further formed my faith. I’ve learnt a lot, 
that’s for sure. It has given me so many chances to explore my 
faith but also to meet like-minded people that I never knew were 
there. My favourite placements were working at Mission to 
Seafarers and Mum’s Cottage. They were both such eye openers. 
It was awesome to see the work that people do within our 
diocese to serve and love others. People probably don’t realise 
what is out there.” 

We, the church of the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle, aims to 
be recognised as a visible, credible sign and instrument of 
communion with God and the unity among all people. Let’s put 



our faith in the Spirit and pray for blessings over the new 
participants as we build the Kingdom of God together. 

To learn more about the Pastoral Placement Program go to: 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/pastoral-
placement-program 

Image: Unsplash by Joel Muniz 
 

 
 
LIFE-GIVING-GIFTS 
This Christmas, Catholic Mission is inviting you to learn the 

story of Fr Eugen from Romania. 
Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, guided by the 

missionary spirit, Fr Eugen and a network of volunteers have 
opened their hearts and homes to welcome families fleeing 
conflict. 

With the war still ongoing, Fr Eugen has said the support 
provided to him by Catholic Mission and its generous donors 
enable him to continue to provide a safe environment for the 
refugees who have had to leave their country under duress. 

To help Fr Eugen continue this important work and assist 
Catholic Mission to support those in most need, please consider 
sharing in the Christmas spirit by donating at 
catholicmission.org.au 

LIZZIE WATKIN PUBLISHED DECEMBER 03, 2022 
In Romania, local parishioners are providing emergency relief 

and pastoral support, amid an unfolding humanitarian crisis, says 
Rev. Eugen Blaj, National Director, PMS Romania. 

“The majority are women with children, trying to save their life 
from the war,” he says. 

The refugee centres are crowded, and the services basic, and 
local parishioners are doing what they can to provide mattresses, 
bedsheets, pillows, and food, as well as nappies and basic 
sanitary items, says Fr Eugen. 

Fr Eugen says families are torn apart, speaking of a mother 
who arrived with her small children and grandmother, seeking a 
place to sleep. 

“I asked about her husband,” Fr Eugen says. “With tears in her 
eyes, she told me that the men from 18 years above are taken in 
the war, and maybe their house is destroyed. It is a lot of pain 
(for the refugees). If you ask them something, they start to cry,” 
he says. 

In Poland, they are receiving refugees in their local parishes, 
and at the PMS chapel they pray for world peace. Grateful for 
the support from Australia, Fr. Maciej Bedzinski, National 
Director of the PMS in Poland says, “This shows that the PMS are 
one big family, a missionary family”. 

“The ongoing prayer and material support for those affected 
by these tragic circumstances is an expression of the solidarity of 
the universal church as we reach out to bring hope and give life 
to those so much in need,” says Fr Brian Lucas, National Director 
of Catholic Mission in Australia.- 

 

 
 
COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
In spite of all the hype, I truly do love Christmas. I happily sing 

carols in the weeks leading up to that blessed event. Singing 
loudly and proudly of mangers and shepherds, kings and angels 
and ‘snow that lays round about, deep and crisp and even’. 

FR GREG BARKER PUBLISHED DECEMBER 03, 2022 
Sometimes in Tasmania, where I am from, Christmas day does 

have snow that lays round about, but rarely deep or even! 
The message in all the carols reflects the true spirit of the 

season - the birth of Christ. Like all births it heralds a new 
beginning and is a celebration of the possibility to come as a 
child, that child particularly, grows to maturity. It is full of 
promise and opportunity. 

Many of us go overboard with our giving. We get caught in 
thinking the price tag is reflective of how much we love those we 
are buying for. I don’t feel we count the cost, thankfully, as much 
when we receive. We are generous and kind when offered a gift, 
knowing intrinsically that it is truly the thought that counts. 

‘Good King Wenceslas’ is my favourite carol. I sing it with all 
the gusto that is the joy of the Christmas season. Putting all the 
right emphasis on the syllables of Wen-ces-las as one must! 

There are elements to the carol I especially like. The noticing of 
someone in need and the desire to transform a ‘poor man’s’ life 
comes immediately to mind. The recognition that our own lives 
are enhanced when we do that is also important. 

The poor man can offer nothing in return to the wealthy man. 
The generosity of the giving carries the carol. I like, too, that the 
servant who accompanies his king is also offered thoughtful 
kindness. There is effort in the giving and generosity in the 
sharing. 

We don’t have to look far to find those who need our care at 
Christmas. The ‘poor man’ could easily be a family member 
estranged, a parent having to work on Christmas day, a family 
suffering the loss of a loved family member, a job, a friend or a 
home. 

The giving trees in shopping centres, churches and community 
centres are perfect ways to share generously and anonymously 
with others. Many community centres, the St Vincent De Paul 
Conference and CatholicCare kitchens,  together with other 
agencies,  offer opportunities for hampers or community lunches 
where all are welcome to contribute or attend. And you don’t 
have to be alone, lonely or without to come together and 
celebrate with them. All you need is to accept the invitation to 
be present – the greatest present of all. 

It is after all in the giving that we receive. As the carollers sing 
‘wealth or rank possessing, Ye who now will bless the poor, shall 
yourselves find blessing’. 

Have a wonderful and blessed Christmas time. Be safe. 
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