
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A  27 NOVEMBER 2022 

Recent surveys suggest that Christianity generally in Australia has arrived at a critical juncture.  
 
The Readings on this first Sunday of Advent, summon us to work towards God’s vision of a world of communion, not 
apathy, indifference, and self-centeredness. The whole thrust of the message, centers on the need for openness to, and 
engagement with, the changing realities. 
 
It’s so easy to become distracted by the ordinary demands of life—especially as we move towards Christmas, and the 
holiday season. It is so easy to overlook what is truly most important, and staying alert is hard.  
 
Jesus comes to us in many ways. If we’re not alert, we miss it all. What will it take to keep us 
focused? 
 
In the Gospel today, Jesus tells us to be ready because, at an hour we do not expect, the Son of 

Man will come.  

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  26th November 5pm 
    Mass— Cooranbong 
Sunday  27th November 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  29th November 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Saturday  3rd December 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  4th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  6th December 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
 

We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE : MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



COMMUNITY INVITED TO JOURNEY TOGETHER AND REFLECT 
ON THE CONTINENTAL STAGE FOR THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 

As the Church around the world has entered the Continental 
Stage for the Synod of Bishops on Synodality, Australians have 
been invited to create small groups and reflect on the Working 
Document for the Continental Stage. 

ELIZABETH SYMINGTON PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 22, 2022 
It follows the recent release of the Reflection Guide for the 

Document for the Continental Stage (DCS) in preparation for next 
year’s 1st Session of the XVI General Ordinary Assembly of the 
Synod of Bishops on Synodality in Rome. 

It fits into Stage 2 of the Synodal Process which involves 
dialogue among churches. 

Director of Pastoral Ministries Teresa Brierley encourages 
everyone to take this opportunity to provide feedback and 
consider what comes next. 

“The DCS Working Document substantially reflects our own 
synodal and Plenary Council listening, using the many voices from 
around the world,” she said. 

“As I read it, I felt moved by the common themes of the many 
thousands of people who have engaged in listening and 
encountering, sharing their faith around the themes of 
communion, participation, and mission. 

“I believe it is a genuine attempt to engage with the whole of 
the universal Church. 

“I understand, it is a big ask for people to read the document 
and then form small reflection groups, however, I encourage you 
to please to do so as to contribute your voice to the future of our 
Church.”   

The 2021 – 2024 Synod aims to provide an opportunity for the 
entire People of God to discern how to move forward on the 
path towards being a more synodal Church in the long-term. 

The theme is Communion. Participation. Mission. 
A simple question is guiding the process: How does this 

journeying together allow the Church to proclaim the Gospel in 
accordance with the mission entrusted to her; and what steps 
does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow as a synodal 
Church? 

The consultation phase for our Diocese is relatively short due to 
our Christmas break. The small group submissions are due by 
Friday 9 December. 

For anyone unable to form their own small group, the Pastoral 
Ministries team will facilitate two online Zoom “Coffee 
Conversation” events. Details can be found here: https://
DCS22.eventbrite.com.au 

Download prayer resources, read the document and access the 
submission portal at: www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch  
  
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a 
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/ 
 
 

CHRISTMAS 
2022  
Christmas 
Eve Mass 
will be held 
at the 

Morisset Showground at 6pm and Christmas Day will be held at 
9.30am in our Morisset Church, with Fr John Purnell presiding.  
If you are available to assist with the various ministries, would 
you please complete the 'sign up' form, using the link that was 
sent with the emailed newsletter, or clicking on the button on 
the homepage parish website, or if you can't complete the online 
form paper versions are available at the back of the church. 
 
ADVENT REFLECTION PROGRAM—WAITING WITH PURPOSE  
Waiting with Purpose is a resource that invites all members of 
the community to gather a circle of people – family, friends, 
colleagues, ministry teams – to reflect mystagogically on the 
Advent gospels. This is an opportunity to encounter Christ where 
we are, to pay attention to what Christ reveals in the scripture 
and the living tradition of our faith, to share this, to connect it to 
our life now and to be changed by it. Mystagogical Reflection 
deepens our capacity to live from Christ. 
For those in our parish wanting to connect via Zoom the 
Melvey’s will be hosting an Advent Reflection at 9.30am each 
Wednesday, please contact Pam Melvey to join. 
For those wanting to connect Face to Face please contact Uta 
France. 
Alternatively you can access the resource, at: 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/
liturgical-year   
Or join the Diocese group via Zoom during Advent  which will be 
hosting the Waiting with Purpose Advent Reflection each 
Monday at 10am. To register go to: 
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-with-purpose-advent-2022-

tickets-443044436837  

 
2022 -ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM PPC MEETING. 

The Parish Pastoral Council met last Thursday 24th November 
and items of interest raised were 

• Fr Geoff Mulhearn will be celebrating his last official Mass as 
Priest Supervisor at Morisset on Sunday 11 December. A 
morning tea will be held in the Callinan Centre after this Mass 
to say farewell to Fr Geoff. Please bring a small plate to share. 

• Christmas Eve Mass 24th December will be held at the Morisset 
Showground at 6pm. Christmas Day Mass will be held in the 
Morisset Church at 9.30am. If you can assist with the various 
ministries, or setting up or packing up, could you please 
complete the ‘sign up’ sheet at the back of the Church, or 
online by clicking on the button on the home page of the  
parish website. 

• Ministry Rosters. Shortly we will be organising new Ministry 
Rosters to commence in February 2023. We are always looking 
for parishioners to assist with reading, offertory gifts, cleaners, 
welcomers, altar servers etc. If you haven’t been involved in 
these ministries before, but you are a little hesitant, because 
you feel that you don’t know what to do, don’t stress as 
‘Workshops’ will be held early in 2023. Also, if you are worried 
that you won’t always be available to attend your allocated 
date on the roster, it is just a matter of notifying the office, or 
organising a swap. Please give this your consideration. 

• Advent If you are interested in participating in the ‘Face to 
Face’ Advent Reflections, please contact Uta 0408731848 

 

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/catholic-life/liturgy/liturgical-year/
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-with-purpose-advent-2022-tickets-443044436837
http://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/waiting-with-purpose-advent-2022-tickets-443044436837


REFLECTION FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—  

27TH NOVEMBER 2022 

Today we celebrate The First Sunday of Advent. Advent is a 
short Season, which prepares us for Christmas, which is just 
around the corner, and we all have our hopes and dreams for 
Christmas. During Advent, we are encouraged to prepare not 
only for Santa Claus coming to town, but above all, we are to 
prepare for Jesus coming to town.  

Night and day are the dominant images presented to us in to-
day's readings. Jesus says we are to stay awake and pray, keep-
ing alert to both risk and opportunity. In the Gospel Jesus uses a 
parable of Noah, and the burglar, two ways to remind us to ‘stay 
awake’ and arousing us to the urgency of deciding.  

As the saying goes, most of us are usually prepared for the 
previous crisis, not the next one. One of the phrases we often 
use is ‘it dawned on me’. We need to be awake socially, mor-
ally, and spiritually. 

Though the calendar year is coming to an end, this is the first 
Sunday of the new liturgical year. Another year has come and 
gone. Time is passing! Life is short, so we need to get on with our 
work. We are reminded in the scriptures that; we shall pass 
through this world but once. We always think there will be time, 
later, when we are ready, for whatever it is we are waiting to be 
ready for. There is also time now! 

Although we continue to celebrate Advent as a season, it is 
considerably more than that. Advent should be a way of life, not 
just at Christmas, but every day. Therefore, any good we can do, 
for any human being, let us do it now. It would be wonderful if at 
the end of Advent, we could say that with God’s help we left 
some form of darkness behind us.   John France 

VINNIES CHRISTMAS CASH APPEAL  
Our Morisset St. Vincent de Paul Conference are holding their 
Christmas Cash Appeal this Saturday 26th November evening at 
Cooranbong and this Sunday 27th November morning at                        
Morisset. Any monetary donations will be gratefully appreciated 
and go towards our  ‘Christmas Gift Food Vouchers’ for the 
needy families in our district. Receipts will be provided on                    
request. A sincere ‘thankyou’.  Monica Gray  
 
JOB OPPORTUNITY: CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FUND  
The Catholic Community Fund (CCF) has a position vacant for a 
Customer Service Officer, full time or part time for the right ap-
plicant. If you are interested or for more information, please 
contact Anne Campbell at the CCF Office on 4979 1163. 
 
THANKSGIVING MASS  
The Newcastle Catholic Charismatic community invites everyone 
to join in celebrations for a Thanksgiving Mass on Friday 2 De-
cember from 7pm at Holy Cross Catholic Church Glendale. We 
also want to especially invite all priests and deacons in the Dio-
cese as a way of giving you a special thanks for your service and 
sacrifice as you have shepherded the community through chal-
lenging times. Please contact Wayne Caruana on 0466 631 384 
or on wayne.caruana@mn.catholic.edu.au for more details and 
RSVP. 
 

JOB OPPORTUNITY: CASUAL RECEPTIONIST 
The Sisters of Mercy at Tighes Hill are looking for a Relief Casual 
Receptionist/Secretary for a short assignment from 8 December 
2022 to 6 January 2023. The days will be each Thursday and Fri-
day from 9am to 5pm.  Previous experience and an understand-
ing of Catholic organisation is preferred. If you are interested in 
this assignment, please call Sister Margaret on 4964 6400. 

BECOME AN SRE VOLUNTEER 
Did you know that some 50% of Catholic children are in state 

schools? Have you ever thought of spreading the good news of 
the gospel and the love of Jesus Christ with children? Have you 
ever thought about becoming a Special Religious Educator? 

This could be an opportunity for you to meet new people,         
discover new friendships and build quality relationships whilst 
mastering skills and confidence in Catechetics. 

You can make a difference in the schools within your parish! 
For people of faith, knowing you are participating in Christ’s call 
to share the Good News to all is a great source of joy and                    
meaning. 

If you would like to learn more about how you can help, please 
contact the Pastoral Ministries team on 4979 1200. 
 
PRAYING THE GOSPELS 

Praying the Gospels will conclude for 2022 on Wednesday 23 
November and recommence on February 1 2023.  
Join us on Wednesday from 5.00‐5.45pm. Zoom link: https://
mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033 
Password: pray For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 
 

A LAUDATO SI’ IN-
SPIRED CONFER-
ENCE: OUR OCEAN 
HOME 

BY PETER ARNDT  

Experience a synod-
al process of story-
telling, reflection, 
practical theology, 
scientific exploration 

and dialogue from across Oceania in preparation for the 2023 
Federation of Catholic Bishops’ Conferences of Oceania (FCBCO) 
Assembly in Fiji. In the spirit of walking together, this regional 
event is open to all.  Please ‘register’ for the purpose of 1) distil-
ling integral threads by listening to the diverse voices of creation 
and the diverse cultures of people in Oceania who are offering a 
platform to share their stories and amplify vulnerable voices so 
that they are heard by decision makers at local, regional and 
global levels both in and outside of the church. 2) Catalysing and 
generating new voluntary commitments for ocean care and ac-
tion from all Catholics and the ecumenical church movement in 
Oceania. This online conference is sponsored by the Australian 
Catholic University and supported by the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development, and led by the FCBCO Suva Secre-
tariat. Interpreters of Auslan, French and local languages will be 
available to enable accessibility and participation for all. 

Title: Our Ocean Home Dates: Wednesday 28th, 29th & 30th 
November 2022 Time: 3pm-5pm, Sydney Time, online each day 
This event will be comprised of three online sessions (one differ-
ent session each day at the same time) Free Online Registration 
at ACU website: https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/faculties-
directorates-and-staff/faculty-of-theology-and-philosophy/
annual-lectures-talks-and-conferences/our-ocean-home  

Contact: oceania@acu.edu.au 

https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
We wish to thank those who have continued to support the 
Clergy and are asking for those who are not doing so to                
consider making contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection at Mass in the BLUE bucket or electronically using the 
Online Payments button on the Parish Website Home page, the 
Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CDF BSB: 062815 No: 
00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a direct debit              
arrangement (contact the parish office for this option).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
We wish to thank everyone who has continued their support of 
our Parish during these very different times. You can              
support our Parish at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit       
directly into the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: 
CDF 96014 Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 
00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver               
Number, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT ANDREW— 30TH NOVEMBER 
SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER— 3RD DECEMBER 
SAINT AMBROSE— 7TH DECEMBER 
SAINT LUCY— 13TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona McAlinden, 
Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith,                     
Patricia Jones. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Patricia Jones 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM 
9.30AM 

H White 
K Lendon 

R Hay 
J France 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Shamley 
J Vipan 

D Joyce 
J Shamley 

GIFTS 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

M Melvey 
P Melvey 
H White 

P Herbert 

K Lendon 
J Andersen 
J Hutchins 

K Amon 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
V Paulo 

M Melvey 
V Paulo 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

M Foo 
U France 

T Alexander 
M Foo 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

G Hutchinson 
J France 

J France 
U France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

TBA 
TBA 

A Silience 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

L Hutchinson 
P Robertson 

L McRae 
L McRae 

B Hutcheson 
G Walker 
H White 

P Herbert 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

K Lendon 
A Walker 
G Walker 

XXXX 
L Hutchinson 
G Hutchinson 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding 
commitment to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of 
children and vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a 
child or vulnerable adult please contact the Office of 
Safeguarding (ph: 4979 1390 or email: 
childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or visit their website for 
further information (www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
First Sunday of Advent Year A 

Sunday 27 Nov 2022 
 

 
 
The Introductory Rites 
Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. 
We honour and pay respect to, Elders past, present and emerging. 
We acknowledge the spiritual culture of all Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples across Australia. 
Our Parish St John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional 
lands of the Awabakal people. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you ask us to stay awake and stand ready: Lord, have 
mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you came to gather all nations into eternal peace: 

Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you call us to the mountain of the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
 

Opening Prayer 
Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

O Lord,  
we do not know the hour or the day  
that you will come again. 
Make us ready for that day 
and help us build your kingdom of peace on earth. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Is 2:1-5 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the 
kingdom of God. 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 

In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 

He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 121:1-2. 4-5. 6-9. R. see v.1. 
(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:  

‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
And now our feet are standing 
within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) 

2. It is there that the tribes go up,  
the tribes of the Lord. 
For Israel’s law it is, 
there to praise the Lord’s name. 
There were set the thrones of judgement 
of the house of David. (R.) 

3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:  
‘Peace be to your homes! 
May peace reign in your walls, 



in your palaces, peace!’ (R.) 
4. For love of my brethren and friends  

I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
For love of the house of the Lord 
I will ask for your good. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Rom 13:11-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

The time has come, our salvation is near. 
You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: our 
salvation is even nearer than it was when we were converted. 
The night is almost over, it will be daylight soon – let us give up 
all the things we prefer to do under the cover of the dark; let us 
arm ourselves and appear in the light. Let us live decently as 
people do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or 
licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 24:37-44  

Stay awake, you must be ready. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so will it be 
when the Son of Man comes. For in those days before the Flood 
people were eating, drinking, taking wives, taking husbands, 
right up to the day Noah went into the ark, and they suspected 
nothing till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like this 
when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one 
is taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, one is 
taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when your 
master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that if the 
householder had known at what time of the night the burglar 
would come, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
allowed anyone to break through the wall of his house. 
Therefore, you too must stand ready because the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.’ 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. When Jesus speaks of the ‘coming of the Son of Man’, to what 
is he referring? 
Q. In what ways does the image of the burglar work as a call to 
vigilance and alertness? 
Q. In what ways is Advent like Lent? 
Q. How can you better enter into observing Advent as a time of 
preparation? 
 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 

I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, as we enter this time of waiting, let us 

bring our intentions before God.  
Reader: That the Holy Church will unite together in this 

season of penance and prayer.  
(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That nations at war will put aside conflict and 

find peaceful resolutions  
(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those suffering from the lure of 

temptation will find resistance in the message 
of Christ.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will stay awake and 

stand ready as we wait for the coming of 
Christ.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who are sick will have mercy and 

love shown to them, especially those in our 
community and families.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who have died will share in eternal 

redemption with Christ, especially those in our 
community and families.  

(pause) In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord God, you teach us to be attentive in faith and 

heart. Hear our prayers, and help us to be ever watchful 
and ready for the glorious coming of our Saviour. We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
 



The Lord's Prayer 
Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

FAITH MATTERS: 

Revealing Christ the RITE 

Way 

My Sundays have become a lot richer, my 

faith a lot deeper. Here’s why… 

NICKI GRAHAM PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 22, 2022 

I thought an exorcism involved lashings of holy water 

burning the skin of a tainted sinner, destined for the 

fiery pits of hell. I had no idea that it could be 

considered a blessing, nor did I know that the prayers 

said during an exorcism are some of the most 

beautiful, sweet offerings of hope and love poured out 

for all manner of people, not just those who are 

deemed to be of ‘sin’. 

Such is my naivety and just one of the many lessons I 

have learnt over the past few weeks as I attended the 

Rite of Christian Initiation Course with Sr Louise 

Gannon and Fr Andrew Doohan, both of whom make a 

Sunday afternoon of study a pleasure to attend as they 

inform and entertain us with their knowledge, wisdom 

and very, very clever banter! 

I accepted the invitation to attend these sessions 

because I wanted to be further of service and I had 

hoped that by learning more about the Rite, I could see 

the possibilities and potential of my calling in another 

way. I fell in love… and when you fall in love and stay in 

love, God will decide everything. It’s an incredibly 

beautiful place to be. 

Firstly, through Sr Louise’s gentle guidance, my 

colleagues and I embarked on regular mystagogical 

reflections. Our eyes were opened to the Word with not 

only a greater sense of clarity but with an 

enlightenment that revealed the goodness of God 

through the scriptures, watching as He unveiled 

Himself to us all in different ways. Recalling, reflecting 

https://mnnews.today/authors/nicki-graham/


and bonding with the scriptures, exploring the 

connections between liturgy, faith and life, I felt a 

closeness to Christ that I am only just beginning to 

marvel at. I learnt to love Sunday afternoons! A session 

of learning about the Rite may not seem an ideal way 

of spending your time but it’s been a joy, and my 

“Sunday arvo’s” will never be the same. 

As the weeks progressed we continued our journey of 

discovery of the beautiful processes that we, as the 

faithfully baptised, help to form lifelong disciples by 

walking with the Seekers as they encounter Christ in 

their own way. 

The journey that a Seeker makes is so personal, and 

may take as long as needed, however, it is certainly one 

that is not travelled alone. Accepting and believing 

takes time, and we do not often allow ourselves time 

to break open what Jesus is teaching us or how that 

lesson might look in parish and family life, or within the 

wider community. Speaking of which, the process is a 

community whereby all the community of the faithful 

become a part of the Seeker’s journey of falling ‘in love’. 

I do have to question this…. How many of our parishes 

are embracing the process of the community walking 

with our Seeker? How, if at all, is the Rite practiced 

within our parish communities, making the Seeker’s 

formation a priority? How are we building the kingdom 

together? 

And so, as I thank God for Sr Louise and Fr Andrew, for 

the candid discussions, gentle prayer and mystagogy 

and the laughter along the way, may I offer to you all a 

prayer taken from the Rite; a petition directly 

addressed to God as we all strive to reach His blessed 

kingdom: 

“In your love you have formed these your servants; in 

your mercy you have called them and received them. 

Probe their hearts today and watch over them as they 

look forward to the coming of your son. Keep them in 

your providence and complete in them the plan of your 

love. Through their loyalty to Christ may they be 

counted among his disciples on earth and be 

acknowledged by him in heaven.” 

When you find a language and space that brings our 

faith to life, it’s a wonderful choice to be making. I 

extend the following invitation: probe your heart, reach 

out to your parish and find out what is happening in 

the RCIA space, show your loyalty, offer your time and 

help others to discuss God’s providence. You may find 

the work of the church is calling on you the RITE way. 

Image by Aaron Burden- Unsplash 

Gallery: 'Unfiltered' 

ARTEXPRESS nomination 

by Bridie O'Connell 

Artist Bridie O'Connell, a Year 12 student 

from St Clare's High School, Taree has 

been nominated for the 2023 

ARTEXPRESS exhibition for her body of 

work, 'Unfiltered'.  

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS OFFICE PUBLISHED NOVEMBER 22, 

2022 

ARTEXPRESS is an annual series of exhibitions of 

exemplary artworks created by New South Wales 

visual arts students for the Higher School Certificate 

examination.  

Bridie’s work is a representation of the effort behind 

the images that people share on social media that are 

seemingly effortless. 

"My piece, 'Unfiltered', explores how we share images 

on social media and the editing processes behind 

them. We compare ourselves so often to the 

seemingly perfect photos people share of themselves 

without considering the changes that have been made 

to the photo to make it look a certain way.  This issue 

is so prominent in my generation, and I wanted to try 

and explore it and illustrate the process behind 

taking, editing and posting the photos we see and 

compare ourselves to on these social platforms,” 

O'Connell said.  

Congratulations to Bridie for her incredible 

achievement! Check out Bridie's body of work at: 

https://mnnews.today/catholic-schools/2022/56032-

gallery-unfiltered-artexpress-nomination-by-bridie-

oconnell/. 

https://www.tareesc.catholic.edu.au/
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https://artexpress.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/

	2022_1127 1st Sunday of Advent Year A Bulletin.pdf
	2022_1127_1st Sunday of Advent Year A Sunday Prayer Service_Small.pdf

