
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France &  Sat & Sun 
         Juliet Hutchins  Tues 
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
 
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:   Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest 
 
Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the      
parish office or send an email request to  morparish@mn.catholic.org.au   

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY YEAR B SUNDAY 30 MAY 2021 
 

 

Baptise them  in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 
Today we celebrate the greatest mystery of our faith, namely the mystery of the Trinity. God is Father, Son and 
Spirit. God is one. God is three. How can it be? Sounds like a puzzle. 
 
This Feast is not so much something to be talked about, as something to celebrate, pray and live. 
Faith gives us access to another world, the world of the eternal, the world of God. 
 
In God the Father we have a Father, who cares deeply about us. In Jesus we have a 
Brother who died for us, and who promised to remain with us always. And in the 
Holy Spirit, we have a Comforter, who guides us to the kingdom of eternity. 
 
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday   30th May 9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Tuesday  1st June 9.30am 
    Liturgy of the Word without  
    Communion— Morisset 
Sunday   6th June 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  8th June 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
DUE TO COVID RESTRICTIONS BOOKINGS 
ARE  ESSENTIAL.  
Book via the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com  or 
click on the Book for Services button on the 
Parish Website, or call the Parish Office            
between 9am & 2pm Weekdays. 
When you come to Mass or Liturgy please be 
aware that the NSW Government requires 
you to check in and those who are able to 
check in electronically with a QR code or via 
the Service NSW website are required to do 
so. 
It is highly recommended that Face Masks 
should be worn by those in Places of               
Worship, on Public Transport, and those 
Carpooling.  
 
PASTORAL CARE 
If you would like to speak with or see a 
priest please contact Fr Kevin on                         
02 4973 1537 . 

 



SECOND SESSION OF OUR SYNOD 22/5/21 
It is significant that the second session of our Diocesan 

Synod was held on the Vigil of Pentecost. Through this 
whole process, we have been very aware of the need for 
the Spirit’s intervention and our need to be open to               
accepting the guidance that the Spirit brings. A beautiful 
liturgy recognising this was an important part of the day. 

It was a very full day, challenging but rewarding.                   
Following the Lenten Reflection Programmes held in all 
Parishes across the Diocese and the revisions of the 5 
Synodal Foundation Papers that were the result, this was 
the day for making decisions. Priests and laity were                
gathered together, with people from all parts and                      
organisations of the Diocese participating. The logistics in 
this time of Covid were very confronting, with six hubs 
operating and needing to be able to listen to each other, 
but the team working so hard behind the scenes 
(including Uta and John) did it! Our thanks go to them all. 

All of the papers were accepted, though it was felt that 
further discernment was needed in some areas. The                
Diocesan Working Parties will deliberate further on these 
before the third session of the Synod in November. 

Some of our theologians provided a great deal of                
insight: 

Father Richard Lennan, in his introductory video, 
stressed the importance of putting Christ’s mission first. 
Today we face new situations, new challenges; the past is 
not the fulness of what is possible, so discernment is 
needed. The Synod sessions are part of our journey as a 
pilgrim people, called forward, to keep moving. In our 
diversity, we can find a way to come together with the 
help of the Spirit, to move forward. He quoted the                  
philosopher, Maurice Blondell: The Church, with the help 
of the past liberates the future from the unconscious 
limitations of the present. 

Dr Maeve Heaney emphasised that, as baptised                   
members of the Body of Christ, whether ordained or                
non-ordained, we are all part of this mission. We don’t 
know what the future holds but that has always been the 
case; however, we continue to grow in understanding. 
She quoted John Paul Newman: To live is to change…to 
be perfect is to have changed often. 

These videos are still available on the Diocesan website 
if you would like to consider them further. 

In his final address from Boston in the early hours of 
the morning, Richard Lennan made the comment that 
this event is extraordinary, a powerful witness of the 
power of the Spirit. The third session of the Synod will be 
held in November and it will be here that strategies will 
be developed to implement the decisions made. It will 
decide the direction of the Diocese for the foreseeable 
future. We feel privileged to be part of the journey. 
 
FUNERAL NOTICE 
A funeral service for Evelyn Rogers will be held on 
Wednesday 2nd June 2021 at 12pm at Ryhope in the 
Lake Macquarie Memorial Gardens. 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA INDIA COVID-19 APPEAL 
India is currently facing a COVID-19 catastrophe, with a 
staggering jump in the number of deaths and new cases. 
Hospital beds are overwhelmed across the country, with 
oxygen supplies at critically low levels. The steep                     
increase in cases is related to what is believed to be a 
new 'double mutant' variant of the coronavirus, which 
transmits faster. India’s healthcare system is now under 
enormous strain as the number of new cases continues 
to rise rapidly each day. 
Your support is urgently needed today to help vulnerable 
communities in India get through this COVID-19 crisis. 
Read more about the Appeal at:  
www.caritas.org.au/india-appeal  
 
COVID RESTRICTIONS FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP AND 
RELIGIOUS GATHERINGS AND SIGNIFICANT EVENTS AT 
PLACES OF WORSHIP 
As there appears to still be some confusion with COVID             
restrictions. Currently under the Public Health (COVID-
19 Gathering Restrictions) Order 2021 the capacity of a 
Place of Worship or building holding Religious                      
Gatherings is determined by using the 2 square metre 
rule and the ability to practice safe social distancing by 
seating people 1.5m apart.  For us this means that our 
capacities are as follows: Morisset Church: 40,              
Cooranbong Church: 30, and the Callinan Centre: 20. 
Whilst we have these restrictions that have greatly   
reduced our capacities congregants need to book and 
reserve a place at a  service. 
In addition to booking in congregants, volunteers and 
staff attending Places of Worship and Religious                   
Gatherings are required to check-in either by using a QR 
code on an electronic device or by providing their               
contact details upon entry. Please note that if you are 
able to check-in with a QR Code the NSW Government 
requires you to do so. 
 
COVID RESTRICTIONS RELATING TO HOSPITALITY IE. 
MONTHLY CUPPAS, LUNCHEONS ETC. 
Currently the restrictions regarding Hospitality requires 
us to use the 2 square metre rule and seat all  attendees 
who are not from the same household 1.5m apart and 
prepare all non store bought  food onsite ie. cakes,           
slices sandwiches etc. .  Also all attendees are required 
to be seated, and served, this means that buffet style 
and share plate hospitality is currently prohibited under 
the restrictions. Given the number of  volunteers              
available and the workload providing hospitality               
currently entails we are not holding monthly cuppas, 
luncheons or wakes in the Callinan Centre. 
 
WEEKEND SERVICES 
Given current attendance levels and the number of          
volunteers available we be continuing to have only 1 
weekend service at 9.30am on Sunday Mornings in our 
Morisset Church.  This will be reviewed again in July. 



THE FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY 
Today, after celebrating the great feast of Pentecost 

last Sunday, we gather to celebrate Trinity Sunday 
The dogma of the holy Trinity is so important within 

our faith tradition, that the Trinity is our acclamation, 
whenever we begin or end anything we do. From our 
baptism to our daily prayers to our final farewell at a 
funeral, we do these things “In the name of the Father 
and the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

The mystery of the Trinity is vast, rich, deep, and             
wondrous. Saints, poets, and artists have exhausted 
countless efforts to explain and illustrate this mystery. 
Each attempt to describe this fundamental principle of 
belief within our faith, both inches us closer to                  
understanding the nature of God, while at the same time 
pushes our understanding farther away.  

The Trinity is of course a mystery we can never                   
completely comprehend. Yet, God did not reveal the 
Trinity just to mystify us. The doctrine of the Trinity is 
our attempt to express the ways that humans have               
experienced God’s presence.  

Today’s Gospel tells us that all power in heaven and 
Earth, all the power of love, has been given to Jesus. The 
Trinity is all about how God’s powers of creation,                
compassion and love relate to our lives, our societies, 
and cultures. 

Then, of course, we are called to share the good news 
and invite others to share in our good fortune. The                  
motive for evangelization should not be primarily to          
increase church membership but to lead people to know 
and love God as we do, to invite them to experience the 
love that makes our lives worth living. 

Last Saturday on the eve of the Great Feast of                   
Pentecost, and recognising the power of our Triune God, 
The Holy Spirit, some 250 members of our Diocesan 
church, gathered for the second session of the Diocesan 
Synod. Together members of the laity and clergy                  
gathered in prayer, to consider how best to be a Synodal 
and Evangelising Church, in establishing directions for 
our Diocese. 

So, today is a day to rejoice in the Father’s love and the 
Son’s grace and the Spirit’s unifying and life-giving                
presence John France 
 
NEWCASTLE UNITY IN DIVERSITY WORLD FOOD AND 
MUSIC FESTIVAL | 19 JUNE 
To mark the beginning of Refugee Week, The Newcastle 
Unity in Diversity Festival will be held at the Newcastle 
Foreshore 11am – 3pm on Saturday 19th June. There 
will be a wonderful array of multicultural food stalls,         
cultural performances and activities. 
You are very welcome to attend and enjoy the festivities. 
With thanks to STARTTS, The City of Newcastle and The 
University of Newcastle for sponsoring the event. 
For more information: https://www.facebook.com/
events/520718478555143  
 

NATIONAL RECONCILIATION WEEK (NRW)  
Started as the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation in 1993 
(the International Year of the World’s Indigenous                 
Peoples) and was supported by Australia’s major faith 
communities. In 1996, the Council for Aboriginal                        
Reconciliation launched Australia’s first National                        
Reconciliation Week. In 2001, Reconciliation Australia 
was established to continue to provide national                     
leadership on reconciliation. In the same year,                        
approximately 300,000 people walked across Sydney 
Harbour Bridge as part of National Reconciliation                 
Week-and subsequently across bridges in cities and 
towns-to show their support for reconciliation. Today, 
National Reconciliation Week is celebrated in   
workplaces, schools and early learning services,                     
community organisations and groups, and by individuals 
Australia-wide. Hundreds of NRW events are held each 
year. You can find an event near you at: https://
nrw.reconciliation.org.au/calendar 
 
FINDING GOD IN AUSTRALIA | RETREAT 
Presented by Father John Hill, this retreat will be held at 
St Clement’s from Friday 6 to Saturday 8 August. 
Bushfires, drought, the effects of Covid-19, church           
scandals - there are so many challenges to our faith in 
today's Australia. This retreat offers you the chance          
to come to a place of quiet, to take stock of your own 
life, to reflect about life here in Australia and to renew 
the foundations of faith for the future. In the retreat we 
will use the beauty and quiet of St Clement’s to help us 
experience the presence of God, to pray and celebrate 
together and see how God is at work in our land and our 
lives. Ensuite Room $350, shared facilities $300. 
Please contact St Clement’s to register:                           
info@stclement.com.au or phone 02 6380 5222 Monday 
– Friday 9am – 5pm. 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member 
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like               
remembered please call or email the parish office or 
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the 
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available 
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All  
prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy 
laws.  
 
 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SEE JUDGE ACT- 40 MINUTE SMALL GROUP                        
REFLECTION 
This will be in the Callinan Centre at  Morisset on                
Thursday 10th June, at 9.30am. 
‘See, judge Act’ are the three simple ‘review of life’ 
steps much used by small groups in their workplace 
situation. It is a way of seeing how we may express our 
Faith in action in the context of our lives and work. 
The ‘judge’ in see, judge, and act is more about             
discernment- discerning a good choice to make in light 
of our current life experience. The ‘action’ flows from 
this. The action seeks to help bring about loving 
change. 
The little group usually commence with a brief shared 
reflection upon the coming Sundays Gospel. The           
Gospel that Sunday is Mark 4:26-34 (it is the parable of 
the Kingdom being the mustard seed- tiny, but which 
grows). 
Do come along. Invite someone to come with you. My 
hope is that more little groups like this can form.                     
Fr Kevin 
 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 
 
MAY AURORA 
Copies are available at the back of the Church. 
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY— 30TH MAY 
THE VISITATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY— 31ST MAY 
SAINT JUSTIN— 1ST JUNE 
SAINTS CHARLES LWANGA AND COMPANIONS— 3RD JUNE 
SAINT BONIFACE— 5TH JUNE 
THE MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST—6TH JUNE 
THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS— 11TH JUNE 
THE MOST IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY— 12TH JUNE 
SAINT ALOYSIUS GONZAGA— 21ST JUNE 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Maureen Phillips, John Francisco, Ian Douglas, Patricia Jones,  
Bev Loft, Bill Eckersley, Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett Robert Jay,   
Michelle Clipsham, Mark Patrick, Colin Aspinall, Fr Paul O’Neill. 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal life may 
they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Ignatius Shamley, Evelyn Rogers 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 U France Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 K Amon M Shamley 

PSALMIST: 9.30 J Hutchins J Shamley 

UNIVERSAL 
PRAYER 

9.30 J Hutchins J Shamley 

SERVERS 9.30 V Paulo M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander U France 

SOUND/ VID-

EO: 
9.30 G Hutchinson 

L Hutchinson 
J France 

SIGN IN 9.30 P Melvey U France 

TEMPERATURE 9.30 K Lendon B Hutcheson 

USHERS 9.30 K Amon 
J Vipan 

M Sloman 
L McRae 

COMMUNION 
USHERS 

9.30 COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

COVID-19 Safety 
Team 

CLEANERS 9.30 COVID-19 
Safety Team 

COVID-19 
Safety Team 



 
LITURGY MATTERS: Ministry developments – 

liturgical and otherwise 

One of the dominant themes at Session 2 of our diocesan synod last Saturday was 

and remains the participation of the lay faithful in the life and mission of the 

Church. 

There is the mission that God entrusts to us all and for which we are all 

responsible, and there are formal ministries to which a few are called. Getting the 

right balance between mission and ministry is important. 
LOUISE GANNON RSJ PUBLISHED MAY 24, 2021 

Pope Francis has been busy this year making significant changes to two ministries and establishing a third. 

Like everything in the Church there is nothing simple about this. How we receive these changes and move 

forward requires great discernment lest we become even more unbalanced than we already are. 

To spur your own thinking on this, I invite you to read the following article by Fr Andrew Doohan. 

 

On The Professionalisation of Ministry 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you*. (Matthew 28:19-20a; NRSV) 

* But only once you have been thoroughly vetted, educated and formed, and officially commissioned to do so by 

some liturgical ritual! 

In the four and a half months of 2021, thanks to the direct intervention of Pope Francis, there has already 

been some significant changes in the understanding of officially recognised formal ministries in the life of 

the Catholic Church. In January 2021, thanks to his Apostolic Letter Spiritus Domini, the rather arbitrary 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/louise-gannon-rsj/
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210110_spiritus-domini.html


restriction on the admittance of females to the formal ministries of Lector and Acolyte was removed 

through a change to Canon 230 §1 of the Church’s Code of Canon Law. The amended canon will now read: 

Lay persons who possess the age and qualifications established by decree of the conference of bishops can be 

admitted on a stable basis through the prescribed liturgical rite to the ministries of lector and acolyte. 

Nevertheless, the conferral of these ministries does not grant them the right to obtain support or remuneration 

from the Church. 

It is worth remembering, of course, that the ministry of Lector and Acolyte, as they are currently 

understood in the life of the Catholic Church, only dates back to Pope Paul VI’s Apostolic Letter Ministeria 

Quaedam (1972). This intervention eliminated the former ‘minor orders’ that were part of the preparation 

of a man for ordination as Priest and replaced them with the two ‘lay ministries’ of Lector and Acolyte. 

Admittedly, Ministeria Quaedam retained a focus on these two lay ministries as a necessary part of the 

preparation for Holy Orders, though they could also be conferred on other suitable male (non-ordained) 

members of the Church. 

Setting aside for the moment the nature of these two ministries, there was very little in the way of 

controversy in the broader Church setting about Pope Francis’ changes. Why? Simply because it was 

already happening. Men and women were already fulfilling the larger part of the two ministries of Lector 

and Acolyte, even if they were not officially referred to as such, and there was no formal ‘conferral’ of the 

ministry. 

It will be up to conferences of bishops to determine how best to give expression to the fullness of the 

changes within their own territories, yet I suspect – and fear – that the implementation may only be at a 

cosmetic level rather than a delving into, and an exploration of, the fullness of the two ministries of Lector 

and Acolyte. 

More recently, Pope Francis has established a new ministry. In the opening days of May 2021, through his 

Apostolic Letter Antiquum Ministerium, Pope Francis has established the formal and official ministry of 

Catechist in the life of the Catholic Church. It has been established as a definitively ‘lay ministry’, one to 

which “those lay men and women who feel called by virtue of their baptism to cooperate in the work of 

catechesis” (n.5) may be admitted on a stable basis as a recognition of some “definite vocational aspect” 

(n.8). 

Again, the reality of the new ministry of Catechist will only come to full expression once conferences of 

bishops take up Pope Francis’ invitation to determine “the necessary process of formation and the 

normative criteria for admission to this ministry” (n.9). And the question of the practical expression of the 

new ministry and what it might look like is still some way off. 

And so I finally come to the point of this column, and the reason why I commenced by quoting what is 

often referred to as the ‘Great Commission’ of Jesus to the disciples. 

At the heart of the ‘Great Commission’, the task of making disciples, is not a specialised subset of the 

existing disciples. The commission, the task, is given to all disciples, regardless of who they are, because 

they have first heard the Word of God and been called to the continuing task of personal and corporate 

conversion of heart and life. It is not something that belongs to only some in the Church, therefore, but 

something that belongs to all in the Church, and does so from the moment of baptism. It is baptism not the 

conferral of some ministry that prompts the Christian believer to participate in the continuing mission of 

proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

Or at least it should be. 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-motu-proprio-20210510_antiquum-ministerium.html


One of the concerns I have already heard expressed in several places about the advent of the new ministry 

of Catechist, and which I suspect extends to the broader availability of the ministry of Lector and Acolyte, is 

about the ‘clericalisation’ of the laity of the Church. 

My concern is that the conferring of these ministries on certain members of the Church – after they have 

been selected, vetted, educated, and formed – will give permission for other members of the Church, those 

on whom the ministries are not conferred, to simply not be involved in the continuing mission of the 

Church. 

In other words, the professionalisation and clericalisation of ministry will permit the baptised members of 

the Church, those who have been anointed as ‘priest, prophet and king’ (see, for example, Rite of Baptism of 

Children, n.62), to abrogate the missional responsibility that is theirs by baptism. Mission and ministry will 

become the task and responsibility of a ‘special class’ within the Church, rather than the task and 

responsibility of the whole Church. 

Now granted, individual members of the Church will exercise their ‘priestly, prophetic and kingly’ 

responsibility in a variety of ways. Some will be called to do so on a full-time basis either through the 

reception of Holy Orders or the conferral of a ‘lay ministry’. There will be others who will serve the mission 

of the Church in other ways, such as full time employment, that is not connected with Holy Orders or 

formal ‘lay ministry’. Yet the responsibility for mission is not, and cannot be, limited to those who have 

received Holy Orders, been instituted into a formal ‘lay ministry’, or been employed by the Church in some 

specific role. 

The advent of Pope Francis’ changes to the availability and breadth of formal ‘lay ministries’ is certainly 

welcome. However they suffer, I believe, because they are not firmly established first and foremost in a 

well-developed understanding or theology of the priesthood of all believers. As such there is a distinct risk 

to be faced by the Church in light of these changes, a risk that might further entrench a passivity in the 

members of the Church when it comes to responsibility for, and involvement in, the mission of the Church 

to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ into the world. 

It is to be hoped that conferences of bishops will be attentive to these risks as they examine how best to 

make these new ministries a reality in the life of the Church. It is also to be hoped that conferences of 

bishops will be attentive to the risks of simply innovating these new ministerial opportunities without 

placing them in the context of mission belonging to the whole Church. 

 

Thanks to Andrew for sharing this article from his blog. 

You might to invite others into reflection and conversation about these new ministry developments as they 

relate to the life, liturgy and mission of the Church. 

Acknowledgements 
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Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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Synod Session Two heralds 

change for our diocese 

On Saturday 22 May, more than 300 

commissioned Synod members, 

participants and interested persons had 

their say on matters concerning our 

Diocese's future 

SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED MAY 25, 2021 

Parishioners ranging in age from 19 to 87 came together across six sites, including Hamilton, Mayfield, 

Booragul, Maitland, Aberdeen, and Taree to have their say on a variety of issues affecting our community. 

These issues included women in leadership, homelessness, care for the environment, communication, 

cultural diversity, protection for the marginalised, including refugees, interfaith dialogue, and youth 

engagement. 

In attendance was Director of CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning, Gary Christensen, who 

described the Synod as an important part of the fabric and culture of our Diocese. 

“I think the Synod has been inclusive and participatory, and I think the voting shows there is a real appetite 

for change across the Diocese. I’m looking forward to seeing how that’s implemented after the third 

session in November this year.” 

One of the Synod recommendations, which particularly struck a note with him, was the commitment to 

listen to and ‘embrace the spiritual, ecological, and cultural wisdom of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

people’. 

“I think it’s incredibly important that we acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander spirituality in 

liturgy,” he said. 

“The reason being, Aboriginal people were the first persons of this land, they have a deep spiritual 

connection to the land and the sea, and it’s imperative that we embrace that spirituality as a sign of 

respect. But also as an acknowledgment of the overrepresentation of Aboriginal people in the justice 

system and the children out-of-home-care system. Acknowledging it in liturgy brings it to the forefront of 

our mind and helps us make the changes we need in our attitudes and practices to ensure we are helping 

our Indigenous brothers and sisters.” 

As part of the special occasion, synod members, participants, and interested persons were also given the 

opportunity to reflect, and hear from theologians, our Canon Lawyer and Bishop Bill. 

Director of Pastoral Ministries, Teresa Brierley, described the landmark event as a wonderful experience of 

the people of our Diocese gathering to reflect the moment of the Spirit and to affirm the Five Foundations 

as our spiritual framework. 

“I found the day to be very prayerful as we invoked the Holy Spirit to guide us and give us the courage to 

imagine what might be while being attentive to our past,” she said. 

“I recognise that what we are being called to is being revealed as we walk together. This is not a 

comfortable journey for many because it involves trusting other fellow pilgrims along the way.” 

https://www.mnnews.today/authors/sarah-james/


Following this second session, the Diocese will adopt 'Statements of Intent' regarding desired outcomes 

emerging from parishioner feedback. 

At the third session of Synod on 20 November 2021, there will be voting on a variety of ‘Proposals for 

Action’. If adopted, these proposals become recommendations to the Bishop for his consideration as 

possible actions appropriate to the needs of the Diocese. 

To read more about our Diocese’s second Synod, view TUESDAYS WITH TERESA: Come Holy Spirit Come. 

 

Australian bishops 

formally convoke 

Plenary Council 

The Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference has formally convoked 

the Fifth Plenary Council of 

Australia, with its president 

Archbishop Mark Coleridge signing the required decree on Pentecost Sunday. 

SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED MAY 25, 2021 

The decree of convocation is the final necessary step while preparing for the celebration of a plenary 

council. The convocation follows the approval of the related statutes and regulatory norms, the approval 

and February publication of the Council’s working document Continuing the Journey and the recent approval 

of the Council agenda. 

It is expected that the agenda will be published in early June. 

In a short video capturing the decree’s signing, Archbishop Coleridge said it has been more than 80 years 

since the Church in Australia last held a plenary council, noting “how things have changed since then”. 

The Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, which has been years in the making, received approval from the Holy 

See in early 2018. Several important milestones over the past three years preceded the signing of the 

decree of convocation. 

“The journey of the Council began long ago and this is just another step on the way towards the first 

assembly in the first week on October,” Archbishop Coleridge said after signing the decree. 

“And on Pentecost Sunday we have invoked the Holy Spirit upon the entire journey of the Plenary Council 

but in particular upon the first assembly – to which we now move.” 

  

Article published from Australian Catholic Bishops Conference Media Blog. 

 

https://www.mnnews.today/opinion-comment/2021/53816-tuesdays-with-teresa-come-holy-spirit-come/
https://www.mnnews.today/authors/sarah-james/


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

The Most Holy Trinity Year B 

Sunday 30 May 2021 

 

 

The Introductory Rites 

Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

A short hymn might be sung. 

Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 

Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 

We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 
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Opening Rite 

LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ 
who has raised us to new life. 

A brief period of silence follows. 

Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are our saviour and brother: Lord, have mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, your Spirit is with us always: Christ, have mercy. 

All: Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you have been given all authority on heaven and earth from the Father: Lord, have 
mercy. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

Lord Jesus, 
through your body and blood 
we are brought to eternal life. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

All: 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading      

Dt 4:32-34. 39-40 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy 

The Lord himself is God in heaven above and on earth below: there is no other. 

Moses said to the people: ‘Put this question to the ages that are past, that went before you, 
from the time God created man on earth: Was there ever a word so majestic, from one end of 
heaven to the other? Was anything ever heard? Did ever a people hear the voice of the living 
God speaking from the heart of the fire, as you heard it, and remain alive? Has any god 
ventured to take to himself one nation from the midst of another by ordeals, signs, wonders, 
war with mighty hand and outstretched arm, by fearsome terrors – all this that the Lord your 
God did for you before your eyes in Egypt? 

‘Understand this today, therefore, and take it to heart: The Lord is God indeed, in heaven 
above as on earth beneath, he and no other. Keep his laws and commandments as I give them 
to you today so that you and your children may prosper and live long in the land that the Lord 
your God gives you for ever.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 32:4-6. 9. 18-20. 22. R. v.12 

(R.) Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 

1. The word of the Lord is faithful  
and all his works to be trusted. 
The Lord loves justice and right 
and fills the earth with his love. (R.) 

2. With his word the heavens were made,  
by the breath of his mouth all the stars. 
He spoke; and they came to be. 
He commanded; they sprang into being. (R.) 

3. The Lord looks on those who revere him,  
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. (R.) 

4. Our soul is waiting for the Lord.  
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord,  
as we place all our hope in you. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

You have received the Spirit that makes you God’s own children, and in that Spirit we call God: Father, our 
Father! 

Everyone moved by the Spirit is a son of God. The spirit you received is not the spirit of slaves 
bringing fear into your lives again; it is the spirit of sons, and it makes us cry out, ‘Abba, 
Father!’ The Spirit himself and our spirit bear united witness that we are children of God. And 
if we are children we are heirs as well: heirs of God and coheirs with Christ, sharing his 
sufferings so as to share his glory. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel 

Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Mark. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Mt 28:16-20 

Baptise them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet 
them. When they saw him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up 
and spoke to them. He said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, 
therefore, make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you. And know 
that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.’ 

Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Why might non-Christians find the idea of ‘Trinity’ a difficult concept? 

Q. What consequences would follow if we did not believe that Jesus was ‘God from God’? 

Q. What image of Trinity do you find helpful? 

Q. How does the concept of Trinity help explain the different experiences of God throughout 
time? 

Q. Do you think that most Christian people understand the teaching on Trinity? 

 



Page | 5  

 

Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 

let us profess our faith. 
All: 

I believe in God, 

the Father almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; 

he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Faithful 

Leader: Sisters and brothers, united in our baptism through the Holy Trinity, let us bring 
our intentions before God.  

Reader: That our Holy Father, Pope Francis, will continue to lead the Church in worship of 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That leaders who impact society will be moved by the Holy Spirit to bring about 
justice and peace.  

(pause) 
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In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all struggling with their faith will be granted hope and may return to the 
Church as children of God.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That our parish community may be true believers in the unity and love of the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That all those who are sick and housebound will be comforted through the Spirit 
of truth, especially those in our community and families.  

(pause) 

In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Reader: That, through the Holy Trinity, all those who have died will find their home with 
the Lord, especially those in our community and families.   

(pause) 

In your glory: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

Leader: God our Father, through the Holy Trinity we are baptised in your name. Hear our 
prayers and help us to honour the gifts you give us through the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. We ask this through Christ our Lord.  

All:Amen. 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 

The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 

we dare to say: 
 

 

 

All: 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Concluding Rite 

Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 

All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 

Amen. 

 

Dismissal 

Leader: 

Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All: 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd 
and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved.  


