
We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay 
our  respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today. 
 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France   Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:  Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri  9am-2pm 
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Parish Leadership Team Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537 
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays) 

Email the Parish Office to Subscribe for an Electronic Bulletin . 

FIFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C SUNDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2022 
              

 This Sunday we are invited to listen and to reflect on what the readings might mean to us in our lives..  
 
Today’s Gospel story is not so much a story about fishing, but about trust. Fishing was an important occupation. But 
Jesus was calling Peter and his companions to an even more important occupation, the service of others. 
 
Jesus wanted Peter to use his honesty, his capacity for hard-work, his gift for friendship 
and leadership, to attract people rather than fish, and to dare to go out of his depth to 
draw strangers into the boat a symbol of the Church of Jesus.  Peter’s life radically 
changed when he  let Jesus into his boat. 
 
By our Baptism we are also called to follow Christ. But what does the following of Christ 
mean for the ordinary person? It means to be a Christian where you are, and in your 
chosen profession. There are many ways of serving Christ and his Gospel. 
               
 

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
Sunday  6th February  9.30am 
    Liturgy— Morisset 
Tuesday  8th February 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  13th February 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Tuesday  15th February 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING REQUIRED 
As we are still required to Physical Distance 
1.5m apart it is recommended that you book 
in to be guaranteed a seat. Use the BOOK 
FOR SERVICES button on the Parish             
Website, or the Eventbrite App or Website:  
http://vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com.  
 
SERVICE NSW APP CHECK-IN REQUIRED 
Everyone is required to electronically check-
in via the Service NSW App using a QR Code 
when they come to the Church, Centre, and 
Office or have someone do it for them. 
 
MASKS REQUIRED 
Everyone over the age of 12 is required by 
NSW Health to wear a Mask that covers the 
nose and mouth indoors or while waiting to 
come inside. 
 
 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



WORD OF GOD SUNDAY  
By papal decree, this Sunday in Australia is to be observed 

as Word of God Sunday. The newly established “Sunday of 
the Word of God” is an invitation to Catholics across the 
world to deepen their appreciation, love and faithful witness 
to God and his Word. The Word of God today reinforces the 
ancient wisdom embedded in our culture. It also calls us to 
orientate our lives to the higher values and principles that will 
lead us to true blessedness, not simply good fortune in this 
world but a fulfilment of our God-given purpose of existence 
 
SYNOD OF BISHOP’S 

Have you taken up Pope Francis’ invitation to participate in 
a global conversation about the Catholic Church? You still 
have three weeks to make a submission to your local                   
consultation for the international Synod on Synodality, calling 
the People of God to walk together in our mission as                  
Christians. Submissions close on February 27. Find out more 
at: https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch 
 
ART EXHIBITION: SOCIAL JUSTICE STATEMENT – CRY OF THE 
EARTH, CRY OF THE POOR 

In the 2021-2022 Social Justice Statement Cry of the Earth, 
Cry of the Poor, Pope Francis reminds us that encounter,       
dialogue, and listening with an open heart enable God’s           
transforming love to move more powerfully in the world. 

Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes 
found in the Social Justice Statement. Works can be 2 or 3 
dimensional no larger than 1 x 1 metres. 

Name, title of work, school, parish and phone number      
clearly labelled on the back. This information, plus a 150 word 
(maximum) artist statement, must accompany the work and 
be emailed before 29 April through to 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 
Delivered to Catholic Schools Office reception, 841 Hunter St, 
Newcastle West 2302 Exhibition date: Saturday May 14     
Location: TBA Time:  2pm– 5pm  
Categories Stage 3, Stage 4, Stage 5, Stage 6, Adult. $150 prize 

for the winning entry in each Category 

CARITAS TONGA APPEAL 
Thank you to everyone who generously donated to the                  

Tonga appeal over the last 2 weekends. The funds have now 
been sent to Caritas. If you would still like to donate please 
call Caritas on 1800 024 413 toll free or go online at:  

https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/
pacific/ 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

Will be held on Friday 4th of March, this year Morisset                   
Baptist Church will be hosting our local event. If you would like 
to be involved in the planning of this day please attend the 
planning meeting which will be held on Tuesday 8th of                     
February at 10am in the Morisset Baptist Church located on 
the corner of Fishery Point Rd and Pulbah St Morisset. 

 
PRAYING THE GOSPELS 

You are invited to connect and pray with each other across 
the Diocese from your own home. 

God speaks to us through the words of the Gospel and then 
through artist's images of the Gospel message. 
Join us each Wednesday 5.00‐5.45pm. 
Zoom link: https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033 
Password: pray 
For more information contact: 
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au 

SR JANET MEAD 
In the past week we mourned the passing of Sr Janet Mead 
whose rather unconventional rendition of the “Lord’s Prayer” 
became a global hit. Inspired by the Second Vatican Council, it 
was her way of enabling the young to bring God to their lived 
experience. It was symptomatic of her radical openness to the 
call of the spirit. This openness led her to the poor, refugees, 
indigenous and those who are on the margins and shadows of 
society. Despite the acclaim, Janet turned her attention to 
what mattered to her most: championing the rights of the 
down and out. She left us a proud legacy and challenged us to 
expand our limited horizons. 
 

CHINESE NEW YEAR: 
Once again, we celebrate the beginning of the Chinese or 

Lunar New Year. We farewell the Year of the Ox and welcome 
the Year of the Tiger. Those born in the tiger years, according 
to the zodiac system, are said to be brave, passionate, and 
eager to take on challenges – but sometimes rebellious,                  
overconfident and stubborn. 

The Lunar Festival is a summation of ancient wisdom. It is a 
celebration of what it means to be a human being, a human 
being in relationship with others, and for us Christians also a 
human being in relationship with God who brings all things 
together in unity. We affirm these sacred relationships to be 
fundamental to our existence. 

mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
mailto:shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au


REFLECTION- 5th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: 
Peter, as we have heard previously had already seen Jesus.  

He had even invited him for a meal and Jesus had cured his 
Mother-in-law.  So what did he think when Jesus asked him to 
float him out as a mobile platform? 

As we know, Peter was a spontaneous bloke!  They had been 
on the water all night and had not caught anything.  They were 
tired, probably hungry and most likely smelly as well.  Yet 
when Jesus asked them to then go further, back out into deep 
water and cast their nets, knowing it was the wrong time of 
day, they complied.  Perhaps they thought Jesus needed to 
learn that he didn’t know everything. 

In this story by Luke we hear the first time that Jesus turned 
the tables on Peter.  It won’t be the last.  When Peter said, “At 
your command, I will lower the nets”, he was also                              
paraphrasing Mary’s words when the angel Gabriel told her 
she was to be the mother of God.  Her answer was “May it be 
done unto me according to your word.”  Maybe Mary should 
have warned Peter of what to expect when you give God an 
inch, where will you end up. 

The story tells us that they were overwhelmed by fish. They 
had more than they could handle- both physically and                       
mentally. Peter’s reaction was of fear, he did not run away, 
but, he asked Jesus to leave him and let him be. 

We all have learned to live with what life dishes out- the hard 
work, the disappointments. We don’t expect a free ride. I               
suppose most of us have learned to have moderate                          
expectations.  So we can relate to Peter!  How would I have 
handled this? 

Peter was no dummy!  He knew, deep down that this was a 
life changing situation, if he stayed with Jesus nothing would 
ever bee the same. His attempt to have Jesus leave him behind 
was a fizzer!  Jesus just challenged him to follow him and to 
become fishers of not just fish, but of people. 

Jesus could see the quality of these men.  He did not deny 
their weaknesses but assured them that they had no idea of 
what they were capable of- if they let him lead the way. 

In Luke’s gospel we hear that their days were not filled with 
rock star success but that one encounter with Jesus had 
caught them up in his net.  They saw enough to know that the 
unimaginable was possible with Jesus —that is the Good News 
that Jesus preached. 

The question today is: are we willing to let Jesus                                
commandeer our boats and follow him? 

Something to ponder this week.  Uta France 
 
SOUTHLAKES CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

A Interdenominational Service will be held at  - 6pm Sunday 
evening, on 13 February.  You are invited to attend this special 
service in support of the many dedicated Christians who give 
of their time to teach Scripture in our local Public Schools – 
both at the Primary and High Schools levels.  In attendance will 
be Scripture teachers of various faiths to pray and be                            
commissioned to go in the name of Christ. 

 Our host church this year is: Avondale Memorial SDA 
Church,  584-586 Freemans Drive, Cooranbong 

 Please join us as the 2022 school year begins and children 
are challenged as they learn about Jesus.  A light Supper will 
be served at the conclusion of the service.  For more                          
information, please contact Desiree on 0407 581 343. 
 
CARITAS PROJECT COMPASSION LAUNCH 

Will be held on Tuesday 1st March 2022 between 10:30 AM - 
1:30 PM. This will be a virtual event, more details to come. 

CONTINUING OUR JOURNEY…….BUILDING THE KINGDOM OF 
GOD TOGETHER IN 2022 LENTEN REFLECTION 

During Lent we are invited into prayer to renew and refocus 
our relationship with God, with ourselves and others, so we 
can fully celebrate the Paschal Mystery and live life to the full. 

Continuing our synodal journey, you are invited to come                 
together in parishes, schools and across the Diocese, both face
-to-face and online, to remain connected during the season of 
Lent. 
 
FAITH MATTERS | SHARE YOUR STORY 
Each fortnight Faith Matters aims to explores individuals and 
communities rich experience of their faith.  
We invite you to share your faith story.  
Everyone has a story.  
No matter how ordinary yours may seem, we all have a story 
to tell and you never know what it can mean to someone until 
you share it.  
You could use the following questions as a guide.  

• Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How 
did they do that? 

• Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? 
What made them significant? 

• How has your faith been reflected in your work, your           
hobbies, your values, your choices, and your priorities at                   
various times in your life? 

• In what ways has your faith guided and supported you 
over your lifetime? How has your church/faith community 
guided and supported you? 
We hope to use the stories as part of a Faith Matters.  
For more information or if you would like to be interviewed, 
please contact rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au or send 
your story to shareourstory@mn.catholic.org.au. 
 
SUPPORTING THE DIOCESE CLERGY 
If you would like to make contributions to support the              
Diocese Clergy / 1st  Collection the Bank Account Details are: 
Account Name: CDF 96020 Morisset Presbytery BSB: 062815                 
Account Number 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection 
 

https://catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
https://mncatholic.zoom.us/j/61036103033
mailto:rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au


FAITH MATTERS: 
LOVE IS THE               
GREATEST 
It was Christmas 2021 
that everyone was 
looking forward to. 
COVID had started to 
slow, holidays had 
been booked, but out 

of now where, Newcastle ended up in the thick of an out-
break. 

ROSEMARY MCALLISTER PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 01, 2022 
The households which COVID did affect needed to change 

Christmas arrangements, postpone weddings for the second 
or third time and isolate! For some families the virus spread to 
other members, for others it was not the case. Despite the 
challenge the last two months, most families were still able to 
come together and experience the love that is felt during this 
special time of the year. 

The summer holiday period is a time when families and 
friends spend time together. This time is spent in holiday 
mode not knowing what day of the week it is, trips away, 
beach days, late nights, fireworks and connecting with one 
another. This is a time for memory making, and for some, 
keeping a memory alive. 

Over the summer holiday period we partook in the annual 
ritual of packing the car to head north for a camping trip. We 
have camped with a couple of families for many years, the 
whole experience strips you back to the bare necessities. Days 
are spent swimming, fishing, kayaking, cooking, reading and in 
union with family and friends, reminiscing of the past and 
sharing plans for the future. This is the time to pause from the 
business of life and really listen and be present to one                     
another. 

During this year’s camping trip, I read Trent Dalton’s book 
‘Love Stories’. I was struck by the reason he wrote the book, as 
he received a typewriter that was owned by one of his friends’ 
mother, Kathleen.  At her funeral, the sky-blue Olivetti Studio 
44 was presented to Trent as she wanted him to have it. 

Trent took up the mission to create something that                       
honoured the memory of Kathleen. He wanted to create 
something that was deep, loving, frank and heartfelt as                    
Kathleen was all these things. She demonstrated a real 
strength when she wrote to a Catholic leader in the 1970’s on 
the same typewriter, railing against Cannon Law regarding the 
covering of women’s heads in Church. She felt it was what was 
in the heart, not the cloth on the head that counted. Katheen 
was a true neighbour to all, the relationships she developed 
lasted her lifetime. The greatest secret she passed on was to 
shut up and listen to others as this was a true demonstration 
of love. 

Trent walked the streets for two months in Brisbane’s CBD 
and asked random strangers to share their love story. Then he 
sat with the sky-blue Olivetti Studio 44 on the corner of                  
Adelaide and Albert streets, on the edge of King George 
Square with the sign ‘Sentimental writer collecting love                    
stories. Do you have one to share?’ for two weeks. Trent took 
up  Kathleen’s wisdom and listened. The love stories that were 
shared bring hope during an ongoing and ever-changing                    
frustrating pandemic. Some are heartbreaking, joyous,                     
inspirational, tragic, funny just as life itself presents. The                   
stories are the memories that touched and transformed 
hearts. 

We are reminded of Christ at the last supper and his                         
instructions to his dearest friends. 

Do this in memory of me. 
If we place our focus on the Gospels and the stories we read 

about Jesus, to do life in his memory, does not mean it is done 
in isolation, but rather in community forging good                                
relationships based on love. 

Do this in memory of me, means that we become Christ, we 
become love. 

It was the love he demonstrated that inspired Paul when he 
wrote his letter to the Corinthians. 

‘Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is 
never boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does 
not take offence, and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure 
in other people’s sins but delights in the truth; it is always 
ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and to endure whatever 
comes.’ 

‘…..there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and 
the greatest of these is love.’ 

COVID has taught us that human connection is vital, while 
technology can still bring us together, it does not replace face 
to face contact and being present to each other.  Actions 
based on love can have a profound impact, lead to                                  
transformation, and stay with us in our memory. This is why 
families and friends continue to gather during holiday periods, 
because of the love they share of place, experience and of 
each other. We are called to listen to the other with loving and 
accepting ears, not to judge, but develop an understanding so 
love is all its forms can be revealed. 
 
RECONNECTING WITH PURPOSE 
CatholicCare Social Services Hunter-Manning recently                          
collaborated with the local PCYC, the local police district, the 
Department of Communities and Justice (DCJ), and local                 
Aboriginal members of the Taree community to bring a school 
holiday program to life. 
SARAH JAMES PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 01, 2022 
Twenty young people aged 12-24 took part in the week-long 
program based at Taree Community Garden, aimed at                       
connecting them with culture and purpose. 
Guided by local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander                          
community members, the young people shared Dreamtime 
stories, while also painting murals of the stories on the garden 
beds. They also participated in other cultural activities such as 
yarning circles and dancing. 
“Through collaboration, the activities provided opportunities 
for young people to engage in pro-social behaviour, giving 
them a sense of empowerment and established a foundation 
that supports them to branch out into other meaningful                      
community opportunities,” says Stacey Northam, Team Leader 
of CatholicCare’s Brighter Futures Program. 
By providing an inclusive community space accessible to young 
people the program promoted healthy youth socialisation in 
the community, whilst connecting with culture. The                              
program also provided a safe soft-entry point for further links 
to networking, mentoring and further community engagement 
opportunities. 
The holiday program was funded by the Office for Regional 
Youth Holiday Break program and NSW Government. 
You can see more of the cultural activities the young people 
took part in by viewing PRIME7’s story: www.prime7.com.au/
news/7472294-cultural-painting 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to   Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/ 

 
 

 

 

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH 
We thank everyone who has continued their support for our 
Parish during these very different times. As cash  is deemed  a 
transmission hazard by NSW Health they recommend that 
donations and payments be made electronically.  
There is an online parish payments button on the Parish     
Website Home page or alternatively you can deposit                
directly into the Parish Account our details are:                                   
Account Name: CDF 96014 Morisset Parish BSB:062815                  
Account Number: 00328161 Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or                                                  
5004 PG and Giver Number.  
 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
SAINT SCHOLASTICA— 10TH FEBRUARY 
SAINTS CYRIL AND METHODIUS— 14TH FEBRUARY 
THE CHAIR OF SAINT PETER— 22ND FEBRUARY 
SAINT POLYCARP— 23RD FEBRUARY 
ASH WEDNESDAY— 2ND MARCH 
SAINTS PERPETUA AND FELICITY— 7TH MARCH 
THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE LORD— 25TH MARCH 
PALM SUNDAY— 10TH APRIL 
THURSDAY OF THE LORD'S SUPPER— 14TH APRIL 
FRIDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD— 15TH APRIL 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
Reg Callinan, Koby Smith, Patricia Jones, Maureen Phillips,                
Dan Joyce, Bruce Gillett , William Eggins, Robert Jay . 
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   NEXT WEEK  

Presiders  9.30 H White Mass 

PROCLAIMER: 9.30 K Amon P Melvey 

PSALMIST: 9.30 L McRae K Lendon 

UNIVERSAL  
PRAYER 

9.30 L McRae K Lendon 

SERVERS 9.30 XXXX M Melvey 

AV: 9.30 T Alexander M Foo 

SOUND/ 
VIDEO: 

9.30 L & G Hutchinson L & G Hutchinson 

SIGN-IN 9.30 K Amon 
J Vipan 

L McRae 
L McRae 

USHERS 9.30 K Lendon 
B Hutcheson 

A Walker 
G Walker 

CLEANING 9.30 COVID TEAM COVID TEAM 



SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C 

Sunday 13 Feb 2022 
 
 

 
The Introductory Rites 
  

Gathering 
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

 
Sign of the Cross 

Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 

 
Greeting 

Leader: 

Blessed be Jesus who makes us one, 
and strengthens us 
by the power of his Spirit. 

All: 

Blessed be God forever. 

 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 

Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
We worship in union with the whole Church 
keeping this day of the Lord holy. 

 
Opening Rite 

 
LITANY OF PRAISE 
Leader: 

Before listening to the Word of God 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you were sent to heal the contrite: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
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Lord Jesus, you came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, you plead for us at the right hand of the Father: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 

Let us pray. 
All pause for silent prayer. 

God our Father 
you gather us together 
to hear your holy Word. 
Help us to listen with open hearts  
so that we will obey your will. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 

Amen. 

 
The Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading      
Jer 17:5-8 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 

A curse on those who trust in humanity; a blessing on those who trust in the Lord. 

The Lord says this: 
‘A curse on the man who puts his trust in man, 
who relies on things of flesh, 
whose heart turns from the Lord. 
He is like dry scrub in the wastelands: 
if good comes, he has no eyes for it, 
he settles in the parched places of the wilderness, 
a salt land, uninhabited. 
‘A blessing on the man who puts his trust in the Lord, 
with the Lord for his hope. 
He is like a tree by the waterside 
that thrusts its roots to the stream: 
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when the heat comes it feels no alarm, 
its foliage stays green; 
it has no worries in a year of drought, 
and never ceases to bear fruit.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 1:1-4. R. Ps 39:5 
(R.) Happy are they who hope in the Lord. 
1. Happy indeed is the man  

who follows not the counsel of the wicked; 
nor lingers in the way of sinners 
nor sits in the company of scorners, 
but whose delight is the law of the Lord 
and who ponders his law day and night. (R.) 

2. He is like a tree that is planted  
beside the flowing waters, 
that yields its fruit in due season 
and whose leaves shall never fade; 
and all that he does shall prosper. (R.) 

3. Not so are the wicked, not so!  
For they like winnowed chaff 
shall be driven away by the wind. 
For the Lord guards the way of the just 
but the way of the wicked leads to doom. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
1 Cor 15:12, 16-20 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

If Christ is not raised from the dead, your faith is in vain. 

If Christ raised from the dead is what has been preached, how can some of you be saying 
that there is no resurrection of the dead? For if the dead are not raised, Christ has not been 
raised, and if Christ has not been raised, you are still in your sins. And what is more serious, 
all who have died in Christ have perished. If our hope in Christ has been for this life only, we 
are the most unfortunate of all people. 
But Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all who have fallen 
asleep. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 

The word of the Lord. 
All reply: 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel 
Reader: 

From the holy Gospel according to Luke. 
All: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 Lk 6:17. 20-26 

Happy are the poor. Woe to the rich! 

Jesus came down with the Twelve and stopped at a piece of level ground where there was a 
large gathering of his disciples with a great crowd of people from all parts of Judaea and 
from Jerusalem and from the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon who had come to hear him 
and to be cured of their diseases. 
Then fixing his eyes on his disciples he said: 

‘How happy are you who are poor: yours is the kingdom of God. 
Happy you who are hungry now: you shall be satisfied. 
Happy you who weep now: you shall laugh. 

‘Happy are you when people hate you, drive you out, abuse you, denounce your name as 
criminal, on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice when that day comes and dance for joy, for 
then your reward will be great in heaven. This was the way their ancestors treated the 
prophets. 

‘But alas for you who are rich: you are having your consolation now. 
Alas for you who have your fill now: you shall go hungry. 
Alas for you who laugh now: you shall mourn and weep. 

‘Alas for you when the world speaks well of you! This was the way their ancestors treated 
the false prophets.’ 
Reader: 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
All: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
All are seated. 

 
Reflection on the Word 

A short period of reflection may be observed. 

Q. Why does Jesus’ sermon balance the blessings for the poor with the curses on the rich? 
Q. What comfort can the poor and rejected take from this sermon? 
Q. In what ways might this sermon be misinterpreted to avoid addressing the needs of the 
poor? 
Q. What implications does this gospel have for people with riches and success today? 

 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 

In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
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I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of the Faithful 
Leader: They are blessed who put their trust in the Lord. Let us turn to God, our hope 

and our delight.  
Reader: That the Church will continue to work for the poor and the oppressed.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That nations will work for justice and peace.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who endure hardship and suffering will be consoled.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That those who are nearing the end of this earthly pilgrimage will be ready to 

meet their reward in heaven.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That this community will serve the needs of our brothers and sisters with love. 

(pause) 
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In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all the sick and housebound will find comfort and healing with the gift of 

Christ's presence, especially those in our community and families.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That all who have died will enjoy the fullness of life with you in heaven, 

especially those in our community and families.   
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All:Lord, hear our prayer. 

 
Leader: Loving God, your mercy knows no bounds to all who put their trust in you. Hear 

our prayer and guide us in our work for the coming of your reign. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen.  

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 

At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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The Concluding Rite 
Blessing 

Leader: 

May the Lord be with us 
and protect us 
now and for ever. 
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 
All: 

Amen. 

Dismissal 
Leader: 

Let us go in the peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All: 

Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd 
Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, 
and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. 
(ICEL). All rights reserved.  
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