
 We acknowledge the traditional custodians of this land, the Awabakal People who, 
long before us lived, loved, educated and raised their children on this Country. We 
pay our respects to Elders past and present and we recognise the young people who 
are our future. We acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families in 
our communities. We respect their deep physical and spiritual connections to               
Country through their stories, traditions and living cultures. 

 
PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM: 
Foundation       Leader    In Office 
1. Identity and Community   
2. Worship and Prayer.   Uta France      Mon 
3. Formation and Education  
4. Mission and Outreach.   
5. Leadership and Structure. John France    Sat & Sun 
          
If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Juliet Hutchins, Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, 
and Rod Hay. 
  
 PRIEST SUPERVISOR:    Fr Geoff Mulhearn 
 SACRAMENTAL PRIEST:  Fr John Purnell 
 Parish  Secretary:    Mrs Rosanna Suckling  
 
OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87, Ph: 02 4973.6859 
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday (except public holidays) 
 (Due to COVID we ask that you make an appointment to come to the office) 
Morisset Parish Office email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
Morisset Parish Web site::  www.vianneymorisset.org 
Morisset Parish Facebook :  https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish 
Morisset Parish Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/stjvparish_morisset/ 
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

           FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A  18 DECEMBER 2022 

 

We live in a world where greatness is often measured by power, wealth, and success. Many countries in the 
world, spend much more money on the military than they do on education. 

The Word of God on this Fourth Sunday of Advent challenges the worldly notion of greatness. It teaches us 
that God reveals himself to us in powerlessness and invites us to a new way of living and relating. We must be 
prepared to let go of our desire to be in control and accept the way of God with humility and courage. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus this Christmas, God is asking us to 
renew our trust in each other, and to build a world in which not only individuals, but 
whole nations, display a genuine care and concern for each other. A world in which 
we are more concerned each other, than a fearful preservation of our own petty 
rights, on our own little patch of turf.   

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES : 
 

Saturday  18th December 5pm 
    Family Mass— Morisset 
Sunday  19th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
Saturday  24th December 6pm 
    Mass— Showground 
Sunday  25th December 9.30am 
    Mass— Morisset 
 

There will be no Tuesday Liturgies             
during the Christmas School Holidays , 
they will resume in Feb 2023. 
 
We are back to walk in at all services. 
 
We are still recording our Sunday                 
Services and placing them on our                 
Website and Facebook page for you to 
view if you are sick and unable to attend 
services. 
 
TO KEEP OUR COMMUNITY SAFE  WE  
ENCOURAGE :  
MASK WEARING , 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING, 
HAND SANITISING, 
And STAYING HOME IF SICK 

 

DISCLAIMER: Unless otherwise stated, the advertisements placed in this bulletin are placed by independent third parties who have no legal relationship with the 
Diocese. The activities or services of the advertisers are not supervised or controlled in any way by the Diocese. The Diocese is not in a position to  endorse the  
advertisers or the services provided and makes no representation about those matters. Accordingly, the Diocese cannot accept any responsibility for the                         
advertisers or the activities or services that are the subject of these advertisements. 



REFLECTION FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YR A - 18TH 
DECEMBER 2022  

It's interesting to note that the1st Reading today from the 
Prophet Isaiah contains the prophecy that is quoted in the Gospel 
passage. 

The book of Isaiah was written at a time when the people of 
Israel were under threat & had once again fallen away from their 
covenant with God. Isaiah's prophecy is one of the "Messiah" 
Prophecies -but despite the FUTURE FOCUS, it is a promise to the 
people of the time that God-is with-us NOW, regardless of the 
conditions in which we find ourselves & God will be-with-us in 
the future when God's Messiah is born of a young woman. 

We will see throughout the coming liturgical year that the 
Gospel of Matthew places a great deal of emphasis on the 
importance of the Law & it's proper application. In fact, he casts 
Jesus in the role of the "new Moses"---As Moses was the great 
Law-giver of the OLD Testament, so, in this Gospel Jesus is the 
one bringing a NEW LAW to the people of Israel. It is evident to 
us that Joseph is the main actor in our Gospel today. On learning 
that Mary, his betrothed wife, is pregnant, he is faced with 2 
choices- - 

He can expose her "infidelity", thereby condemning her to 
death, 

according to the Law, OR divorce her informally & send her 
back quietly to her family before the marriage contract is 
completed. We are told that 

he had decided on the latter decision when the Angel appeared 
in a dream giving him instructions about the events that would 
occur. So Joseph, like Mary, says "yes" to the Angel's request. 

He did not intend to ignore the Law but sought only to carry it 
out in such a way as to bring the least shame & hurt to all 
involved. 

He truly is a just man of great FAITH & by TRUSTING in the word 
of God 

he went on to protect & care for his family. 
The role of Joseph is often overlooked as there is NO mention 

of him at all during the public ministry of Jesus- the last mention 
of him in any of the Gospels is the account of Jesus in the Temple 
at the age of 12. After that, Joseph disappears & we can only 
assume that he has passed away by that time. 

It would appear in the Gospel that Mary's child is to be called 
both JESUS and EMMANUEL- a name which is not intended to be 
a different name for Jesus but rather one of the many titles that 
will be applied to him. Just that one word, 

Emmanuel, sums up the essence of both Jewish & Christian 
belief. 

The Jewish peoples' faith in God was built on the basis that God 
travelled WITH THEM throughout their whole lives. 

Christians believe that God took on an even closer sense of 
being WITH us through God's incarnation in the life of Jesus & 
that's precisely what we do in Advent- we remind ourselves of 
this incredible truth & the realisation that God continues to 

be-with-us NOW - not just in a stable in Palestine so many 
years ago. We do not know how many more Christmases will be 
given to us, so it might be beneficial to spend some time 
meditating on the word " Emmanuel" & the concept that "God-is
-with-us " in an ongoing way EACH & EVERY DAY . 

These reassuring words could act as a simple "mantra" to be 
used regularly as a reminder---maybe like the other popular 
mantra "What would -Jesus-do"? 

St Mary McKillop said in 1871 "There where you are you will 
find God" . 

In a simple prayer for Advent, let us pray with her- 
"God with us, you meet us where we are. Teach us to read the 

signs of your nearness, help us to greet the promised child with 
wonder & joy. Heather White 

 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
APPEAL: A CHILD’S 
SMILE. A MOTHER’S JOY. 
YOURS TO GIVE THIS 
CHRISTMAS. 
Christmas is a time of 

miracles – of hope and renewal.  
Throughout rural Vietnam, children and families living with 

disabilities, like Mrs Lan and her children Quan and Loah, are less 
likely to be employed, and children are less likely to go to school.  
Mrs Lan’s dreams for her children are simple. She wants them to 
“live like every other child, going to school, playing, having a 
happy life, and growing and learning like other children.”  

Through the generosity of our supporters, Quan and Loah 
joined a community-based classroom and learned to socialise 
with other children and found confidence in themselves. They 
found more joy from having fun with others, learned to tell jokes 
and found themselves smiling more. This Christmas, you can help 
create opportunities for children and adults with disabilities and 
to enable more families like Mrs Lan’s to access resources to 
improve their income and living status.  

Please join Caritas Australia’s wonderful community of 
generous supporters this Christmas in giving loving parents of 
children with disabilities the incredible gift of seeing their 
children smile. Visit www.caritas.org.au/christmas this Christmas 
or call 1800 024 413 toll free to help bring more smiles to 
children’s faces this coming year. 
 
 SIMBANG GABI RETURNS TO SACRED HEART CATHEDRAL 
This week you’re invited to join the Filipino community within 
our Diocese for Simbang Gabi. 
ELIZABETH SYMINGTON PUBLISHED DECEMBER 13, 2022 
The tradition, which dates back to the 1600s, was started by the 
Spanish Friars in the Philippines and has been celebrated in 
Newcastle since 2017. 
“The Simbang Gabi is a series of novena masses in honour of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, the Expectant Mother of God, and serve as 
a preparation for commemorating the Birth of Our Lord and 
Savior,” Father Anthony Coloma said. 
“It is generally held before the break of dawn, but for pastoral 
reasons, anticipated evening Masses are celebrated here. 
“The Simbang Gabi are nights of celebration, communion, and 
acts of solidarity.” 
This year, the annual event will be hosted at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral for nine days from Thursday 15 December to Friday 23 
December. Each evening mass will start at 7.30pm. 
Father Anthony encourages everyone to come along – it’s a great 
opportunity to connect with others and satisfy your “spiritual 
needs”. 
“Everyone is welcome to join us,” he said. 



ON THE ROAD TO A BRIGHT FUTURE 
Fear is an emotion Malal Ahmadi is all too familiar with. 
ELIZABETH SYMINGTON PUBLISHED DECEMBER 03, 2022 
Growing up in Afghanistan she lived in constant fear for her 

life and couldn’t make plans for the future. 
“I remember there were days when I was going to school, I 

would say ‘bye mum’ and think ‘today might be the last day of 
my life’,” Malal recalls. 

 “It was very dangerous and nowadays it’s riskier than it was 
before.” 

Desperate to escape the war-torn nation, Malal, her mum 
Sonita and younger sister Amena applied to the UNHCR for refu
gee resettlement in another country. 

After a six year wait they were finally relocated to Newcastle, 
Australia in 2019. 

When you meet the bubbly and optimistic 21-year-old, it’s hard 
to believe she ever faced such hardship. 

The trio has been living in the city ever since their arrival and 
couldn’t be happier. While it was difficult in the beginning and 
some challenges remain, they’ve come to know and love their 
new home. 

“It’s a very different country, it’s quiet and the people are 
friendly – I am very glad that I am in Australia,” Malal says. 

It’s proven to be a place full of opportunities for the entire fam
ily. Malal is studying at university, Amena is a student at San 
Clemente High School and attends CatholicCare’s Refugee Hub’s 
tutoring program each week and their mum is learning English. 

A major achievement for Malal was getting her driver’s licence 
thanks to the support provided by CatholicCare Social Services 
Hunter-Manning. 

Through its Refugee Hub, CatholicCare runs a Learner Driving 
Program which is proudly supported by the City of Newcastle 
and the NRMA. 

The initiative, launched earlier this year, is assisting a number 
of people from refugee, asylum seeker and vulnerable migrant 
backgrounds. The program provides participants with up to 10 
driving lessons and covers the cost of their driving test and NSW 
Driver's Licence. 

Malal said her participation in the program helped her become 
confident behind the wheel and to comprehend the rules of the 
road. 

“I’m the first person to get a license in my family and I’m now 
the person who can drop everyone, everywhere when they need 
it,” she said. 

“It’s very helpful, before that we used to catch the bus and it 
was very hard for us to go long distances but now since I got my 
license, I can just turn on the car and go to where I need to be 
and come home.” 

She probably won’t be the only person in her family with a li
cence for long though – Sonita is currently taking lessons and her 
teenage sister, Amena, won’t be far behind. 

Having gained her licence, Malal is now looking forward to fur
thering her studies at university and continuing to learn new 

things. She hopes to study something involving science so she 
can find a job that allows her to support others. 

“You just have to push yourself towards learning something 
new that can help you so you can help others,” she said. 

“I am motivated to go forward and never give up – no one is 
responsible for our future except us, we have to push ourselves. 

“Don’t forget that good things take a lot of time. It’s not always 
easy but it’s possible.” 

For more information about how CatholicCare supports people 
from refugee backgrounds, please visit www.catholiccare.org.au/
community-programs/community-refugee-hub 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORKING BEE 
Thank you to everyone who volunteered to set up the                          
showground for our Christmas Eve Mass. If Everyone who                           
volunteered to help set up please meet at the Showground at 
Midday on Christmas Eve Saturday 24th November to set up the 
chairs, staging etc. 
 
2023 LENTEN REFLECTION: FINDING LIGHT WITHIN THE                
DARKNESS 
Pastoral Ministries has prepared a Lenten resource for our           
diocese, Finding Light within the Darkness. Every Lent there is a 
fresh invitation to retreat from the noise and busyness of daily 
life. To listen with our heart, to contemplate our humanness so 
we can actively focus on humanity. We are invited to turn to God 
dwelling within us and consider how we can find light in the          
darkness and how we can be light to others. This resource                 
provides opportunities for prayer, faith-sharing, and outreach in 
our local community. This resource will be available at the end of 
January. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: TORONTO MEN’S 
WEEKEND  
A MenALIVE Men’s Weekend will 
be held at the St Joseph’s Toronto 
Parish on the weekend of 25 and 
26 March 2023. The weekend is 
suitable for all men from 18 years 
of age and provides an opportunity 
for attendees to explore what 
makes them feel fully alive. More 
information including how to               

register will be provided closer to the date. For more information 
on MenALIVE, visit: www.menalive.org.au  
 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS THAT MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
This Christmas, share a gift that can change a life, by choosing a 
Caritas Global Gift go to: https://www.globalgifts.org.au/  
 

http://www.menalive.org.au


 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN 
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member who is 
sick, recently deceased or you would like remembered please 
call or email the parish office or complete a prayer card for each 
person and place in the mail box near the parish office door. 
Cards are available at the back of the church and at the Parish 
Office.  
All  prayer requests require permission from a family               
member or the person. Due to  Australian privacy laws.  

 
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You 
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment 
receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite                      
myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 

 
Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at 
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORTING THE CLERGY / 1ST COLLECTION 
If you would to make contributions to support the Clergy / 1st                   
Collection please do so  at Mass in the BLUE bucket or                     
electronically using the Online Payments button on the Parish 
Website Home page, the Diocese App, Bank Account Name: CCF 
BSB: 062815 No: 00328161 Ref: 5016 1st Collection or set up a 
direct debit arrangement (contact the parish office for this).  
 
SUPPORTING OUR PARISH / 2ND COLLECTION 
If you would like to  make contributions to support our Parish 
please  do so at Mass via the RED bucket or deposit  directly into 
the Parish Account our details are: Account Name: CCF 96014 
Morisset  Parish BSB:062815 Account Number: 00328161                
Ref: 5004 2nd Collection or 5004 PG and Giver Number or                
Surname, or you can use the Online Payments button on the 
Parish Website Home page or the Diocese App. 

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES  
CHRISTMAS EVE— 24TH DECEMBER 
CHRISTMAS DAY— 25TH DECEMBER 
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER 
SAINT JOHN— 27TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER 
THE HOLY FAMILY— 30TH DECEMBER 
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD— 1ST JANUARY 
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN— 2ND JAN 
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD— 8TH JANUARY 
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD— 9TH JANUARY 

Please pray for those who are sick,  in hospital or  
recovering at home: 
 Nancy Simons, Peter Martyn, Chris Crowe, Brian Grogan, Fiona 
McAlinden, Stephen McKay, June Purcell, Jeremy McMullen,                               
Harry Goldman, Yvonne Beecroft, Bernadette Martin,                        
John Francisco, Joan Gillett,  Bruce Gillett, Koby Smith.  
 
Please pray for those who have been called to 
eternal life may they always be in our prayers. 
Recently Deceased: Shirley Yates 

WEEKEND ROSTERS  

  THIS WEEK   CHRISTMAS 

Presiders  5PM 
9.30AM 

Mass 
Mass 

6pm Mass 
Mass 

PROCLAIMERS: 5PM / 
6PM 
 
 
9.30AM 

J Vipan 
 
 
 

J Hutchins 

F Dunn 
J Vipan 

L McRae 
M Foo 

D Peterson 
P Melvey 
B Nowak 

PSALMIST: 5PM 
9.30AM 

K Lendon 
K Amon 

 
H White 

GIFTS 5PM / 
6PM 
9.30AM 

A Walker 
G Walker 
P Melvey 
A Dussin 

J Hutchins 
M Foo 
K Dunn 
F Dunn 

SERVERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J France 
M Melvey 

V Paulo 
M Melvey 

AV 5PM 
9.30AM 

R McArdle 
J France 

 
U France 

SOUND / VIDEO 5PM 
9.30AM 

L Hutchinson 
U France 

 
J France 

WELCOMERS 5PM 
9.30AM 

J Andersen 
TBA 

TBA 
TBA 

COVID TEAM 5PM 
 
9.30AM 

A Walker 
G Walker 

R Hay 
B Hutcheson 

All available COVID 
Team Members 

COVID CLEAN-

IING 
5PM 
9.30AM 

All available Covid 
team members 

All available Covid 
team members 

CHURCH 
CLEANIING 

COOR 
MOR 

XXXX 
P Herbert 

T Alexander 

F Thompson 
R Hay 
C Hay 

The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle has an abiding commitment 
to promote the safety, welfare and wellbeing of children and 
vulnerable adults. If you have any concerns for a child or 
vulnerable adult please contact the Office of Safeguarding (ph: 
4979 1390 or email: childprotection@mn.catholic.org.au), or 
visit their website for further information 
(www.officeofsafeguarding.org.au).  

http://www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream


SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE 
Fourth Sunday of Advent Year A 

Sunday 18 Dec 2022 
 
 
 
The Introductory Rites 

Acknowledgement of Country 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 
Australia’s First Peoples and the Traditional Owners and 
Custodians of the land on which we work and live. Our Parish of St 
John Vianney Morisset is located on the traditional lands of the 
Awabakal and Darkinjung people. We honour and pay respect to, 
Elders past, present and emerging. We acknowledge the spiritual 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples across 
Australia. 
 
Gathering 

The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed 
on a table together with a candle and a cross. 

Sign of the Cross 
Leader: 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: 

Amen. 
Greeting 

Leader: 
Blessed be Jesus Christ 
who will come again in glory. 

All: 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Introductory Remarks 

Leader (in these or similar words): 
Friends in Christ, 
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day, 
we gather in God’s name  
for when two or more come together  
God is always with us. 
In union with the whole Church, 
we await the coming of the Lord. 
 
Opening Rite 

Litany Of Praise 
Leader: 

God’s kindness brings hope to the world. 
To prepare ourselves to hear his Word 
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ. 

A brief period of silence follows. 
Leader: 

Lord Jesus, you are the promise of salvation: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 
Christ Jesus, you are a light in the darkness: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
Lord Jesus, your coming brings grace and peace: Lord, have 

mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

Leader: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 

All: 
All: Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 

Leader: 
Let us pray. 

All pause for silent prayer. 
Heavenly Father, 
the world awaits the coming of the Christ-child, 
the hope of all ages, the promised one. 
Make us ready to receive him 
so that the light of Christ may live in our hearts  
and shine in the world. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
for ever and ever. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading      
Is 7:10-14 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The virgin will conceive. 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a 
sign for yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from 
the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord 
to the test.’ 
Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: 
are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 
without trying the patience of my God, too? 
The Lord himself, therefore, 
will give you a sign. 
It is this: the maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to a son 
whom she will call Immanuel, 
a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 23:1-6. R. see vv 7. 10 
(R.) Let the Lord enter; 

he is king of glory. 
1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  

the world and all its peoples. 
It is he who set it on the seas; 
on the waters he made it firm. (R.) 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  
Who shall stand in his holy place? 
The man with clean hands and pure heart, 
who desires not worthless things. (R.) 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord  
and reward from the God who saves him. 
Such are the men who seek him, 
seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.) 

 
Second Reading 
Rom 1:1-7 
Rom 1:1-7 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. 
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an 
apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good News that God 
promised long ago through his prophets in the scriptures.  



This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the human 
nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus 
Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of 
holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his 
power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him we 
received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the 
obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his name. 
You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to Jesus 
Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to 
be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send 
grace and peace. 

To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims: 
The word of the Lord. 

All reply: 
Thanks be to God. 
Gospel 

Reader: 
From the holy Gospel according to Matthew. 

All: 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Mt 1:18-24  

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son 
of David. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was 
betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together she 
was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband 
Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her 
publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his 
mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take 
Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in 
her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must 
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people 
from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken 
by the Lord through the prophet: 

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 
and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he 
did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his 
wife to his home. 

Reader: 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

All are seated. 
 
Reflection on the Word 
Q. Why might the gospel writer have used the excerpt from 
Isaiah to back the angel’s words? 
Q. What social and cultural issues do you think Joseph and Mary 
may have had to overcome? 
Q. What values and virtues does Joseph display in this episode? 
Q. Why would an understanding of God becoming incarnate have 
been problematic for Jews? 
Profession of Faith 

Leader: 
In union with the whole Church 
let us profess our faith. 

All: 
I believe in God, 
the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin 
Mary, all bow. 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; 
on the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 
 
Leader: Dear friends, with the confidence of the Virgin Mary, let 

us bring our prayers to the Lord.  
Reader: That the Holy Church may be united as one in 

God’s promise of salvation.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That conflict and war will be silenced and 

people of all nations may live in secure peace.
  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That like the Virgin Mary, all Christians will 

have the grace of certain trust in God.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That our parish community will remember the 

poor and marginalised amid our festive 
celebrations.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That there will be a just distribution of food 

throughout the world.  
(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That the sick and housebound will be granted 

relief and healing, especially those in our 
community, our friends and family members.
  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Reader: That Pope Francis, who recently celebrated his 

birthday and the anniversary of his ordination 
to the priesthood, will be blessed with good 
health and fortitude.  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 



All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader: That those who have died will be granted life 

with the King of Glory, especially members of 
our community, friends and family members.
  

(pause) 
In your mercy: 

All: Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Lord God, we graciously wait for the arrival of the Son of 

David. Hear our prayers, and grant us the confidence to 
embrace Christ’s coming as God-with-us. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen. 
 
The Lord's Prayer 

Leader: 
At the Saviour’s command 
and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say: 

All: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Concluding Rite 
 
Blessing 

Leader: 
We believe that the Son of God once came to us 
and we look for him to come again. 
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness 
and free us with his blessing. 
 All make the sign of the cross during the blessing. 

All: 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 

Leader: 
Let us go in peace. 

All: 
Thanks be to God. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, 
and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion 
of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from 
the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
LITURGY MATTERS: It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas 
Next Saturday, 17 December, marks a shift in the focus of the 

Season of Advent. 
FR ANDREW DOOHAN PUBLISHED DECEMBER 13, 2022 
Until that date, much of the liturgical focus of Advent – 

readings, prayers, etc. – has been on the hoped-for Second 
Coming of Jesus “in the fullness of time” or the “end of time”. 
There is a clear focus on what’s known as eschatological themes 
(from the Greek word eschaton, meaning last things). These 
themes can be uncomfortable for some people, but they are 
present in this first part of Advent. 

Next Saturday, however, the focus shifts to the more 
immediate preparations for recalling the First Coming of Jesus as 
a human child born in Bethlehem. Again, the liturgical texts 
change in several ways. The readings and prayers for weekday 
Mass are no longer of a weekday in Advent but will become 
those of a particular date, e.g., the Mass of 17 December or the 
Mass of 23 December. 

During Evening Prayer from the Liturgy of the Hours, the arrival 
of 17 December sees the beginning each year of the Great ‘O’ 
Antiphons for the Gospel Canticle. These are a series of 
antiphons that draw on the Messianic titles found in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, which later Christians attributed to Jesus in light of 
their experience of the Incarnation and the Scriptural accounts of 
Jesus’ life. 

These antiphons are a wonderful series of texts that are worthy 
of prayerful reflection, and most people would know them best 
from them being brought together in the great Advent hymn O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel. 

This shift in the liturgical texts reminds believers that now is the 
time to begin getting all “Christmas-sy” and to begin preparing to 
celebrate the beginning of the great festival of Christmas rather 
than just celebrating the Season of Advent. 

Now is the time for nativity scenes to start replacing advent 
wreaths in homes and for them to start appearing inside church 
buildings. Now is the time for Christmas trees to be put up and 
decorations arranged (yes, I know, that battle may already be 
lost!). Now is the time to begin doing those things that are 
associated with the beginning of Christmas. 

Yes, the beginning of Christmas. 
Because even in the face of these more immediate 

preparations, we are still not at Christmas. That great feast is still 
in the future. 

The Christian festival is one of those rare liturgical celebrations 
that has not only a day associated with it, not merely an Octave 
(i.e., a whole week where each day is as important as the first), 
but a whole Season to explore. While Christmas will begin with 
the first Vigil Mass on 24 December, the Christmas Season will 
stretch right through until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
which in 2023 falls on Monday 9 January. 

Our civil society sometimes wants to have us believe that 
Christmas concludes on 25 December before attention moves on 



to the “next big thing” (I’m thinking of the Boxing Day Cricket, 
the “post” Christmas Sales Extravaganza, or even the 
preparations for New Year’s Eve). 

It can be a challenge to hold on to a broader observance of 
Christmas in the face of so much else that wants to move us 
away from it. Yet the Christian is continually called by our 
liturgical calendar and its associated Scripture readings and 
prayers to hold fast, to reclaim Christmas Day as the beginning of 
something that is worthy both of our celebration and our 
attention. 

I don’t always succeed each year I have to confess, but that will 
never stop me from trying to keep Christmas not as a day but as 
a Season where we can celebrate God’s complete and 
overwhelming love for God’s people—for us! 

I remain hopeful that one day I will succeed in maintaining my 
focus both on the Season of Advent and the Season of Christmas 
that follows it. 

 

 
TUESDAYS WITH TERESA: Anticipate with Joy 

On this third Sunday of Advent (Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday), we 
are reminded of the joy the world has experienced at the birth of 
Jesus, as well as the joy of the faithful who have reached the 
midpoint of Advent. 
TERESA BRIERLEY PUBLISHED DECEMBER 13, 2022 

In the advent wreath, we light a pink candle reminding us to 
reflect on the first half of the season and to look ahead to the 
remaining days, for the birth of the Christ-child. 

We are blest in Australia to celebrate Christmas at this time of 
the year, our summer, and not in the winter of the Northern 
Hemisphere. We gather for end-of-year Christmas parties, as a 
way of marking the end of another year, but also to say thanks to 
the many we have worked or shared experiences with. These 
parties are an expression of our gratitude to each other. I note 
that this year people are really enjoying themselves, after the 
interlude of not being able to come together due to COVID. 

I have just come home from spending the evening at Lake Mac 
Carols at Speers Point Park. There were thousands there, mostly 
in extended family groups on rugs and chairs. As far as the eye 
could see, there were people everywhere, just being with each 
other and celebrating Christmas. I was amazed to see so many 
children and babies, along with groups of young people enjoying 
each other’s company. People joined in the singing of carols, and 
in holding up candles as the light began to fade. 

During the past week, a number of people, from the diocesan 
community, gathered to say thanks and pay tribute to the 
Director of Schools, Gerard Mowbray. He is moving onto the next 
phase of his life and the many words spoken and videos played 

were testament to his 46 years of service to Catholic Education in 
our diocese. It was so good to be in a filled Cathedral with faith-
filled people along with good worship, messages, and music. I 
hope that is what your parish communities feel like for 
Christmas. 

On each of the four Sundays preceding Christmas, we light an 
Advent candle for hope, love, joy, and peace. These are the 
virtues that entered the world with the birth of Jesus. I wonder 
how many people, who are busily shopping and preparing for 
Christmas, take time to slow down enough to remember the 
reason for the season. 

Allen and I are preparing to join our family on the Gold Coast 
over Christmas. I am mindful that this is a great blessing for us, 
because others do not have the same connection to either their 
immediate families or to their extended families. There are many 
who live in Australia and who are separated, by significant 
distances, from their family and friends. This year some will be 
able to travel to their country of origin and reconnect with their 
loved ones. We pray for their safe travels and return. 

In preparing for Christmas, our readings remind us to look 
beyond ourselves to those who may be struggling. Around our 
workplace we have a variety of collections taking place for 
children and carers in out of home care, for the seafarers and for 
those who are not able to source enough food to enjoy the 
Christmas season. Our staff are very generous in thinking of 
others. I hope they are able to make the connection between 
this generous spirit of giving and the faith aspect of this gift-
giving. 

Our psalm (145) for this Sunday reminds us of our giving: 

Response – Lord, come and save us. 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

It is the Lord who loves the just 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

We are the prophets of our time, preparing the way for the Lord, 
as John the Baptist did. Those who are doubting or ignoring their 
call, need to daily see our witness, in both the small and big 
things. 

I pray that during the remaining time of Advent, as each of the 
weekly candles are lit for hope, love, joy and peace, that this is 
how people will experience us as people of faith. 

 
 

https://mnnews.today/authors/teresa-brierley/
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