THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR B SUNDAY 13TH DECEMBER 2020

In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist invites the people to make a peaceful world of harmony and sharing. He told them to be
honest and fair and also satisfied with what they have.
Because this was John’s message, they began to regard him as the Christ, which he denied, announcing the one to come
and the one whose sandal straps he was unworthy to loosen.
In a world of nuclear warheads, we need peace and harmony. In a world where politics, power and
position seem to rule, we need to be honest and fair and willing to share. And, instead of being driven by
greed and an unending quest for “more,” we need to be happy with what we have

Without the witness of Christians, the face of Christ, already blurred, will continue to fade from our world.
The task is not for the individual Christian only, but for the Christian community as a whole. It is easier to
witness to Christ as a member of a supportive community

We Acknowledge the traditional owners of this land the Awabakal Peoples. And pay
our respects to the elders past and present, and any that may be with us today.

PARISH LEADERSHIP TEAM:
Foundation
1. Identity and Community
2. Worship and Prayer.
3. Formation and Education
4. Mission and Outreach.
5. Leadership and Structure.

Leader
Uta France

John France &
Juliet Hutchins
Email: morparishplt@mn.catholic.org.au

In Office
Mon

Sat & Sun
Tues

If you have any concerns or questions you can also talk to any member of the Parish
Pastoral Council (PPC) who are: Mal and Pam Melvey, Kerry Lendon, and Rod Hay.
PRIEST SUPERVISOR: Fr Geoff Mulhearn
PRIEST IN RESIDENCE: Fr Kevin Corrigan, Sacramental Priest
Parish Secretary:

Mrs Rosanna Suckling Mon— Fri 9am-2pm

OFFICE: 60 Yambo Street, Morisset, PO Box 87,
Office Hours: 9.00 am to 2.00pm—Monday to Friday
Ph: 02 4973.6859, Fax 02 4973.2937
Morisset Parish email: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Web site:: www.vianneymorisset.org
Morisset Parish Facebook : https://www.facebook.com/stjvparish
Morisset Parish Bulletin Items: morparish@mn.catholic.org.au
Morisset Parish Presbytery: Ph: 02 4973 1537
(Please submit all Bulletin Notice requests to the parish office by 2pm Wednesdays)
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of our Parish bulletin, please call the
parish office or send an email request to morparish@mn.catholic.org.au

UPCOMING WORSHIP TIMES :
Sunday
13th Dec 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
15th Dec 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Sunday
20th Dec 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Tuesday
22nd Dec 9.30am
Mass— Morisset
Everyone who is not on rostered
duties
needs to call and book
in each week this is due to the
governments 1.5m social distancing
rule which limits our capacity to only
42 the last thing we want to do is
turn people away because they
didn’t book in and we are at full
capacity .
To book for services go to http://
vianneymorisset.eventbrite.com or if
you don’t have access to the App or a
PC call the Parish Office on
02 4973 6859 between 9am & 2pm
Weekdays

PASTORAL CARE
If you would like to speak with or
see a priest please contact Fr Kevin
on 02 4973 1537 .

CHRISTMAS 2020
The celebration of Christmas is one of the highlights of the
Christian year, and for very good reason. Our celebration of
Christmas in 2020, however, will look significantly different
to what they have in the past, because of the continuing
presence of COVID‐19 in our community. This presence
requires the observing of several restrictions in the way we
will celebrate Christmas, largely concerning the number of
persons who will be able to attend, and the regrettable
absence of singing.
We need to also remember that Christmas is a season and
is celebrated over several days. This year we have
Christmas Eve on Thursday 24th, Christmas Day Friday 25th
and the Feast of the Holy Family Sunday 27th December.
This information may help you in selecting a Mass this
Christmas.
Christmas Mass Times.
Christmas Eve 6pm Morisset Showground (250 people)
Christmas Day-9.30am Morisset Church.
(40 people)
Sunday 27th - 9.30am Morisset Church (40 people).
Traditionally our Christmas Eve Mass has been held at the
Morisset Showground. Because of the restrictions on the
number of persons who can attend, the Christmas Masses,
they will need to be Ticketed, i.e. you will need to register
in advance in order to attend We regret the need to do
this, but believe it is the only way to manage the situation
efficiently and with some equity. Registration will be via the
Eventbrite Website or App as this is easier for the
collection of contact details of those attending.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/christmas-2020-massestickets-131783962379. For those without a Smartphone or
Computer internet access, please contact the Parish Office
on 4973 6859 and Rosanna will assist you. The other
advantage is that the Eventbrite Website and App allows
for the creation of a ‘waitlist’ for each of the Masses so that
if a space becomes available, those seeking to attend a
particular mass can be contacted automatically.
Unfortunately, you will only be allowed to register for one
Mass not three
Please do not assume that you can simply turn up for mass
and be admitted-only those with valid registrations will be
permitted to enter the Showground or Church. To do
otherwise would simply be unjust to those who have
registered in advance.
The dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday
Mass given by the Bishop remains in place.
We realise that the additional requirements necessary to
attend Christmas Masses this year are burdensome, and we
truly wish we had another option. We do not however, and
so ask for your patience and cooperation as we seek to
celebrate Christmas.
Thank You.
2021 CALENDARS AND CHRISTMAS CARDS
2021 St Columbam Mission Art Calendars will be on sale for
$6 each along with Vinnies Christmas cards which are $5
for a pack of 10 cards (each pack contains 5 designs) after
mass this Sunday. Please bring correct money and
please remember to social distance whilst waiting to
purchase.

HELLO HUNTER
helps those that are experiencing loneliness or social
isolation. Here are the stories of some of those who have
been helped.
a food relief package was dropped off to a woman relocated
due to domestic violence.
International students (sisters) impacted by the pandemic
were helped to access support services.
•
a man in his 70's who is the carer for his wife in her
60's has been supported with friendly chats and food
relief.
•
a person who has experienced trauma was helped to
engage with a counselling service.
•
a woman in her 40's with chronic mental health challenges has been connected to a volunteer who chats
weekly.
•
a man in his 20's after a friendly chat was redirected
to a homeless service.
•
a woman in her 90's who faced a potentially life
threatening procedure received prayer.
•
a woman in her 50's who experienced recent family
breakdown has been matched with a volunteer for
'friendly chat' support through Christmas.
The Christmas / New Year period can be a challenge for
many especially those experiencing family breakdown. Hello
Hunter's call back service for a 'friendly chat' remains open
throughout this period. If there is someone you know who
might benefit let them know about Hello Hunter.
How Does Hello Hunter Work?
The Hello Hunter Call Centre services the entire Hunter
Region.
It is not a crisis line but a 'helpline' that connects a person in
need with a volunteer for a 'friendly chat', 'deliveries' or
'prayer'.
If the person is needing specialist assistance the call centre
team refers them to the appropriate community service.
The phone line 49HUNTER (4948 6837) is available Monday Friday 9am - 4pm.
Hello Hunter can be contacted at any time by Facebook @HelloHunter Help, email help@hellohunter.org.au or
via an online request at https://info.hellohunter.org.au/
WELCOME TO THE SYNOD WEBSITE
‘A Synod - the word means “journeying together” - is a
formal assembly of representatives of the whole diocesan
community: clergy, religious and lay people. Through the
Synod process, which involves collaboration, discernment,
governance and communion, the Bishop seeks advice on
matters concerning the good of the whole diocese.'
Visit - www.domnsynod.com.au - your hub for information,
resources and discussion about the Synod.
ELECTRONIC PAYMENTS PREFERRED
As part of our COVID-19 Safety Plan we are asked to
encourage parishioners to contribute to the collections and
planned giving electronically. Electronic payments can be
made online at: https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/about/
parish-payments/ . Alternatively you can directly deposit into
our bank account please contact the Parish Office for our
bank account details.

INVITATION TO SYNOD DELEGATES
Dear Friends,
You may be aware that we are in the midst of a Synod of
the Diocese. The first session was held in November 2019
and was open to all-comers. In 2020 the second session was
postponed because of COVID, but a lot of preparation for it
still went on and it will be held in the New Year.
A diocesan Synod is a very significant event. The last one
was held almost 30 years ago. The coming together of
people from all areas of the diocese, and all aspects and
varieties of its works and communities, to reflect and plan
together for our present and future is a very big
undertaking and should also be a time of great grace and
encouragement. It will also help us contribute our special
wisdom to the National Plenary Council of the whole Australian Church.
Today I invite you to consider nominating as a delegate to
our diocesan synod. We are looking for a good mix of people from every part of the diocese, from every age group,
from every diocesan ministry or lay group, from those associated with our schools or CatholicCare services, workers
and participants, and from both those heavily involved in
our church and those who still care about it but feel rather
distant from it normally.
Expressions of interest to nominate a delegate close on 4th
January 2021. I warmly encourage you to consider nominating. Every voice matters.
Bishop Bill
ADVENTUS: JOINING A HOPE THAT HAS COME
The second opportunity is viewing the 35 minute film
Adventus and reflecting on the messages from theologians
and practitioners who have offered their thoughts on
Advent, a season of being remade in the dark. Film voices
include: Walter Brueggemann, Kelly Brown Douglas,
Stanley Hauerwas, Rudy Rasmus, Parker Palmer, Fleming
Rutledge, Nadia Bolz-Weber, Ilia Delio, Emilie Townes,
James Alison, Richard Rohr, Marlon Hall, Wm Paul Young,
Brené Brown, and Jürgen Moltmann.
Dates:
Wednesday
16th
Dec-6.30pm-7.30pm
Wednesday
23rd
Dec- 1.30pm- 2.30pm
To register for this free event go to: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/adventus-tickets-130157742311
or go to Adult Faith Formation page on the Diocesan website:
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/church-mission/
catholic-life/adult-faith-formation/
A reflection guide and Zoom link will be emailed to you before the viewing.
DOMN COVID-19 LITURGY REFLECTIONS SURVEY
Let you voice be heard! The DoMN COVID-19 Liturgy
Reflections Survey is now live!
This is an important opportunity to voice your liturgical insights and experiences during COVID-19.
If you do not have access to a computer, phone Sharon
Murphy on 4979 1134 for a hard copy.
Take the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/
mn-liturgy

SCRIPTURE IN SCHOOLS NEWS DECEMBER 2020
We praise God that Scripture classes were able to resume
in Term 3 this year after several months when SRE (Special
Religious Education) was not permitted due to COVID
restrictions. We praise God for the dedication of our 20
Scripture teachers, who chose to return to the classrooms
to share the message of Jesus despite some continuing
COVID clusters in the state. Numerous students said how
glad they were to have them back. Primary student
responds A primary student who had appeared to resist
the message of Jesus all year, recently responded in class
as if a light bulb had come on. “I’ve got it!” she said. “I
now believe.” High school students engage with SRE
Classes at Morisset High School (Years 7-10) have engaged
positively with lessons this term exploring Christian
perspectives on the world. “Students are asking many
interested questions about Christianity,” says SRE teacher
Marc Erbsleben. “It’s a privilege to share the message of
Jesus with students open to exploring fresh ideas.”
A student recently told Marc that he prays regularly. “How
long have you been doing that?” Marc asked. The boy
replied: “Something you said in class last year really set
me thinking, and I became a believer. I’ve been praying
ever since.” Volunteers needed to teach primary SRE in
2021. Can you help? Would you like to share the message
of Jesus with primary aged students, even for as little as
one half-hour lesson per week? It is most rewarding to see
students responding to Jesus, often for the first time. For
information on how you can prepare to teach SRE, please
contact John at coxjfc@gmail.com or Cathie at
cathiesmythe52@gmail.com. Thanks to our supporters We
would like to express special appreciation to the churches
and individuals who have supported the ministry of
Scripture in Schools so well throughout 2020. Your support
and encouragement are greatly valued. Southlakes
Christian SRE coordinates Scripture lessons at Morisset
High School and at five government primary schools:
Morisset, Bonnells Bay, Dora Creek, Wangi and Wyee. We
receive strong support from Christian churches in the local
area. Our SRE teachers have completed accredited training
and are authorised by approved Christian providers in
accordance with NSW Department of Education
regulations. They follow curricula that are extensively used
for SRE in NSW – the Godspace curriculum for primary
classes; the Think Faith curriculum for high school.

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
Christmas Mass times are up on the Diocese website:
https://www.mn.catholic.org.au/2020-christmas-masstimes/
Christmas Mass will also be livestreamed from the Sacred
Heart
Cathedral
at
the
following
times:
5:00pm Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
Midnight Mass (Christmas Day)
9:30am Christmas Day Mass
Don’t miss out on anything in your Diocese! Go to
mnnews.today to see updates and read stories about
what is happening locally.

LITURGY MATTERS: 2021 A LITURGICAL BRIDGE FROM
2020
We will continue to live with the COVID-19 pandemic in
2021 and the immediacy of not knowing and constant
change. Therefore, the Diocesan Liturgy Council (DLC)
imagines our liturgical life in 2021 as a bridge, spaning the
distance between 2020 and the hopes and dreams we
may have for 2022. What sort of bridge are you
imagining? The image accompanying this article portrays
a bridge that is a bit rustic. The wood looks like it comes
from the surrounding trees. It looks a bit wobbly, as if it
may need some patching and maintenance as the weeks
and months pass. It is strewn with debris, yet it looks
inviting. I can imagine myself standing on this side
wanting to walk across this bridge, not only to get to the
other side, but to experience the journey across the
bridge.
In considering 2021 as a bridging time, the DLC offers
some Pastoral Reflections and Guidance to parishes,
schools, and all groups, to support you and your
community to shape your liturgical celebrations.
This resource needs to be read in association with the
document prepared and constantly updated by
Fr. Andrew Doohan: COVID-19 Pandemic Event Advice,
Guidance and Instructions to Parishes Version ‘11a’ was
published on, 7 December, 2020.
Advent is excellent preparation for our journey onto the
liturgical bridge of 2021.
As we continue to be alert to pondering all that God is
revealing to us in this pandemic event …
And as we are filled with hope at the vision of God’s
promise for a world where there is no hurt or harm
because the land is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
What is energising and exciting you?
What is the liturgical change you want to see?
Louise Gannon rsj
WEEKEND ROSTERS
THIS WEEK

NEXT WEEK

Presiders

9.30

Mass

Mass

PROCLAIMER:

9.30

J France

J Shamley

PSALMIST:

9.30

L Hutchinson

M Shamley

SERVERS

9.30

V Paulo

V Paulo

AV:

9.30

T Alexander

J Douglas

SOUND/
VIDEO:

9.30

L Hutchinson
G Hutchinson

L Hutchinson
G Hutchinson

SIGN IN

9.30

J Hutchins

H White

M Foo

T Alexander

TEMPERATURE 9.30
USHER

9.30

J Douglas

R Hay

CLEANERS

9.30

COVID-19
Safety Team

COVID-19
Safety Team

UPCOMING FEAST DAYS MEMORIALS AND SOLEMINITIES
SAINT JOHN OF THE CROSS— 14TH DECEMBER
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD VIGIL— 24TH DECEMBER
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD DAY— 25TH DECEMBER
SAINT STEPHEN— 26TH DECEMBER
THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH— 27TH DEC
THE HOLY INNOCENTS— 28TH DECEMBER
SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD— 1ST JAN
SAINTS BASIL THE GREAT AND GREGORY NAZIANZEN— 2ND JAN
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD— 3RD JANUARY
Please pray for those who are sick, in hospital or
recovering at home:
Bruce Gillett, Joan Gillett, Robert Jay.
Please pray for those who have been called to eternal
life may they always be in our prayers.

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR THE BULLETIN
If you would like the parish to pray for a family member
who is sick, recently deceased or you would like
remembered please call or email the parish office or
complete a prayer card for each person and place in the
mail box near the parish office door. Cards are available
at the back of the church and at the Parish Office. All
prayer requests require permission from a family
member or the person. Due to Australian privacy laws.

Live stream Mass every Sunday at 9.30am at https://
www.mn.catholic.org.au/places/live-stream/
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
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The Social Justice 2020-2021 Statement, To Live Life to the Full: Mental health in Australia today, provides
the opportunity to better understand mental illness and how as social beings we need the bonds of
family, friends and the broader community to celebrate the joys and hopes of life.
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they are even more important in times of anxiety or despair. Our
neighbourhoods, community organisations and clubs, and faith
communities can be places of acceptance care and healing, rather than
places of rejection, judgmentAustralian
or stigma.
Catholic Bishops
The stigma associated with mental ill-health can be as debilitating as
the symptoms of the illness. Negative stereotypes lead to people being
avoided, excluded or dismissed. People with mental ill-health can be
seen as incompetent and denied opportunities. Stigma undermines
self-esteem, the treatment of ill-health, and the process of recovery.
We need to reject the stigmatisation of mental ill-health, to challenge
negative stereotypes and to eliminate discrimination.
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TO LIVE LIFE
TO THE FULL

Conference

MENTAL HEALTH IN AUSTRALIA TODAY

The statement says, “our society tends to draw away from, or to
push away, those who confront us with our frailties and limitations”. It
encourages another way of responding, inviting us to accept that we
all have frailties and limitations, and to embrace “those who are sick or
who have disabilities, those who are marginalised or despised”. People
living with mental ill-health are part of “us” and are not some “other”
people. It is not a matter of “us” and “them”. We all want to share in the
fullness of life and live life to the full.

Entries close Friday 19 June

Artists are invited to create a work based on the themes found in
the Social Justice Statement. Works can be 2 or 3 dimensional no
larger than 1 x 1 metres. Name, title of work, school, parish and
phone number clearly labelled on the back. This information plus
a 150 word (maximum) artist statement must accompany the work
and be emailed through to rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au
before June 19.

Categories

Delivered to Catholic Schools Office reception,
841 Hunter St, Newcastle West 2302

Exhibition date Saturday July 17
Location The Veritas Centre
San Clemente High School, Mayfield NSW
S O C I A L J U S T I C E S TAT E M E N T 2 0 2 0 – 2 1

Time 2pm– 5pm

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference

Stage 3, Stage 4, Stage 5, Stage 6, Adult

For more information contact
rose.mcallister@mn.catholic.org.au

$150 PRIZE FOR EACH CATEGORY!

LITURGY MATTERS: The
imagination of anticipation
As we find ourselves at the start of the
liturgical season of Advent, are we truly
focused on what this time can bring to our
lives and of those around us?
FIONA DUQUE PUBLISHED DECEMBER 01, 2020

The busyness of this time of year sees Advent passing by very quickly. We often do not have time to stop
and really reflect. Caught up in Christmas parties, or end of year parties as I prefer to call them, shopping
for gifts, getting homes ready for the onslaught of family as they become transformed into grand spaces of
celebration means that we find ourselves in a month-long celebration of Christmas before Christmas has
even happened. Our anticipation rests on imagining what we will get Christmas morning. This then is where
the liturgical season of Christmastide goes unnoticed and gets swallowed up in sporting events, Boxing
Day specials and New Year’s Eve. It has already happened.
As Joseph and Mary journey towards Bethlehem, we should journey with them. It would not have been an
easy journey. The sense of anticipation of what was to come would have been overwhelming, as it is for the
arrival of any new child. And that is where we truly find ourselves. If COVID-19 has taught us anything this
year, it is to be patient.
The word advent comes from the Latin ‘coming’ or ‘to arrive’. If we look a little closer at the journey the
Church makes this becomes clearer. Advent in its infancy, pardon the pun, was intended to be a time of
fasting and preparation, not too unlike Lent. The Sunday gospels lead us to remembrance and anticipation.
They are drawing us towards The Parousia, the second coming. This is a focus during Advent as we read
in Mark 13 for the first Sunday of Advent where we are reminded to stay awake as we never know when
the Lord will come. The other Sunday’s gospels are in preparation. This is where we are again reminded, to
prepare a path and to make a straight way for the coming of Jesus.
So where should our energy be in preparing this straight path? Pope Benedict XVI summarised it
beautifully when he said “‘The Christ child comes’ in a real sense whenever human beings act out of
authentic love for the Lord and do not settle for mere exchanging of gifts”. Furthermore, the Catechism
(n524) also guides us when it states that when we celebrate “the liturgy of Advent each year, (the Church)
makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the
Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating the
precursor’s birth and martyrdom”. “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30).
And this is where imagination comes in. Imagine an Advent season where ‘authentic love’ to all is evident.
Where the least of God’s people can come to the feast. Where, as our Advent wreath reminds us, hope,
peace, joy and faith are truly what is important. How can we be more Christ-like at this time – the hands,
feet, eyes to which he looks at the world (St Theresa of Avila)? As Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem
they carry the burden of humanity. Are we not called to do that too?
Follow mnnews.today on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Sunday Readings
3rd Sunday of Advent
Year B

Opening Prayer
Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are the light of the
world:
Lord, have mercy.
All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Christ Jesus, you call us to believe:
Christ, have mercy.
All:

Christ, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus, you ask us to be
witnesses to your light:
Lord, have mercy.
All:

Lord, have mercy.

Leader: Lord Jesus,
help us to witness for you
by showing love and respect
for all of God’s creation.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:

Amen.

Leader: Let us listen to God’s Word…

Monday

Tuesday

Gospel Jn 1:6-8.19-28

First Reading Is 61:1-2.10-11

There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.

I exult for joy in the Lord.

A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.
‘I exult for joy in the Lord,
my soul rejoices in my God,
for he has clothed me in the garments of
salvation,
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,
like a bride adorned in her jewels.
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow,
as a garden makes seeds spring up,
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise
spring up in the sight of the nations.’

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John

This is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only
declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am
not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are you
Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’
He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are
you? We must take back an answer to those who
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’
So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees,
and they put this further question to him, ‘Why
are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and
not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I
baptise with water; but there stands among you
– unknown to you – the one who is coming after
me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the
Jordan, where John was baptising.
The Gospel of the Lord.

A reading from the prophet Isaiah

The word of the Lord.

Wednesday
Responsorial Psalm
Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10
(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.
1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.)

2. The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)
3. He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

Thursday
Second Reading 1 Thes 5:16-24

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all
things give thanks to God, because this is what
God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift
of prophecy with contempt; think before you do
anything – hold on to what is good and avoid
every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect
and holy; and may you all be kept safe and
blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and
he will not fail you.
The word of the Lord.

Friday

Closing Prayer

Gospel Jn 1:6-8.19-28

Leader: Lord Jesus,
with great joy we celebrate
your guiding light and saving love.
In your name we pray.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.

A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.

All:

Amen.

Leader: In the name of the Father…
All:

Amen.

This is how John appeared as a witness.
When the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only
declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am
not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are you
Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’
He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are
you? We must take back an answer to those who
sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’
So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees,
and they put this further question to him, ‘Why
are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and
not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I
baptise with water; but there stands among you
– unknown to you – the one who is coming after
me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’
This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the
Jordan, where John was baptising.
The Gospel of the Lord.
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright
1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc,
and used by permission of the publishers. © Creative Ministry Resources 2005

SUNDAY PRAYER SERVICE
Third Sunday of Advent Year B
Sunday 13 Dec 2020

The Introductory Rites
Gathering
The Lectionary/Roman Missal or a Bible may be placed on a table together with a candle and a cross.
A short hymn might be sung.

Sign of the Cross
Leader:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

Greeting
Leader:

Blessed be Jesus Christ
who will come again in glory.
All:

Blessed be God forever.

Introductory Remarks
Leader (in these or similar words):

Friends in Christ,
although we cannot celebrate the Eucharist this day,
we gather in God’s name
for when two or more come together
God is always with us.
In union with the whole Church,
we await the coming of the Lord.

Opening Rite
LITANY OF PRAISE
Leader:

God’s kindness brings hope to the world.
To prepare ourselves to hear his Word
let us praise the Lord Jesus Christ.
A brief period of silence follows.
Leader:

Lord Jesus, you bring good news to the poor: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Christ Jesus, you proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to those in prison:
Christ, have mercy.
All: Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, you are the one heralded by John the Baptist: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord, have mercy.
Leader:

May almighty God have mercy on us,
forgive us our sins,
and bring us to everlasting life.
All:

Amen.

Opening Prayer
Leader:

Let us pray.
All pause for silent prayer.

God of all ages,
with joy and gladness
we await the coming of our Saviour, Jesus.
Give us courage and strength
so that we may share with others
the Good News of your kingdom.
We ask this through Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
for ever and ever.
All:

Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Word
First Reading
Is 61:1-2. 10-11
A reading from the prophet Isaiah
I exult for joy in the Lord.

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me,
for the Lord has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor,
to bind up hearts that are broken;
to proclaim liberty to captives,
freedom to those in prison;
to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.
‘I exult for joy in the Lord,
my soul rejoices in my God,
for he has clothed me in the garments of salvation,
he has wrapped me in the cloak of integrity,
like a bridegroom wearing his wreath,
like a bride adorned in her jewels.
‘For as the earth makes fresh things grow,
as a garden makes seeds spring up,
so will the Lord make both integrity and praise
spring up in the sight of the nations.’
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Responsorial Psalm
Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10
(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.
1. My soul glorifies the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God, my Saviour.
He looks on his servant in her nothingness;
henceforth all ages will call me blessed. (R.)
2. The Almighty works marvels for me.
Holy his name!
His mercy is from age to age,
on those who fear him. (R.)
3. He fills the starving with good things,
sends the rich away empty.
He protects Israel, his servant,
remembering his mercy. (R.)

Second Reading
1 Thes 5:16-24
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks to God, because this is
what God expects you to do in Christ Jesus.
Never try to suppress the Spirit or treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you
do anything – hold on to what is good and avoid every form of evil.
May the God of peace make you perfect and holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless,
spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. God has called you and he will
not fail you.
To indicate the end of the reading, the reader acclaims:

The word of the Lord.
All reply:

Thanks be to God.
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Gospel
Reader:

From the holy Gospel according to John.
All:

Glory to you, O Lord.
Jn 1:6-8. 19-28
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.

A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light,
only a witness to speak for the light.
This is how John appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am
not the Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ he said. ‘Are you the
Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an
answer to those who sent us. What have you to say about yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as
Isaiah prophesied:
a voice that cries in the wilderness:
Make a straight way for the Lord.’
Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, and they put this further question to him,
‘Why are you baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not the prophet?’ John
replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is
coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the
far side of the Jordan, where John was baptising.
Reader:

The Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
All are seated.

Reflection on the Word
A short period of reflection may be observed.

Q. How is this week’s gospel similar to / different from last week’s account (Mk 1:1-8)?
Q. Why do you think we have two accounts of the same event in the liturgy on consecutive
weeks?
Q. Is there someone you know who witnesses to their faith through their actions? How do
they do it?
Q. Are there forms of witnessing to faith that ‘turn you off’?
Q. How can you effectively witness to your faith?
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Profession of Faith
Leader:

In union with the whole Church
let us profess our faith.
All:

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
At the words that follow, up to and including the Virgin Mary, all bow.

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Faithful
Leader:

Dear friends, as witnesses to the light of Christ, we bring our prayers before the
Lord.

Reader:

That the Holy Church will be eager, watching and ready for Christ’s coming.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the people of our land, and all nations will be guided in true peace.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
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Reader:

That those suffering from evil thoughts may find peace in the light of Christ.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That in this Advent time, our community may be filled with prayer as we reflect
on the coming of Christ.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That the sick and housebound will find strength and healing in the Lord, especially
those listed in our Bulletin and in our families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Reader:

That those who have died may come to everlasting life with Christ, especially
those listed in our Bulletin and in our families.

(pause)
In your mercy:
All:Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord God, the coming of your Son is near. Hear our prayers, and guide us in faith as
we wait in joyful hope. We ask this through Christ our Lord.
All:Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader:

At the Saviour’s command
and formed by divine teaching,
we dare to say:
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
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but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.

The Concluding Rite
Blessing
Leader:

We believe that the Son of God once came to us
and we look for him to come again.
May his coming bring us the light of his holiness
and free us with his blessing.
All make the sign of the cross during the blessing.
All:

Amen.

Dismissal
Leader:

Let us go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.
All:

Thanks be to God.
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